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22. The Times of India Pay Rs 5k or miss flight, Akasa tells minor sisters Kolkata 1,2

23. The Times of India Lonavala's scenic hills welcome a new era of luxe Mumbai 14
living

24, The Times of India Airport gets L-4 accreditation for user experience Ahmedabad 2

25. The Times of India Akasa Air unveils flight plans for Navi Mum airport Mumbai 1,4

26. The Times of India Pay Rs 5k, airline tells two unescorted minor flyers Bengaluru 20

27. The Times of India Three-Month Runway Closure At IGI May Impact Chandigarh 1,12
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28. The Times of India IGI runway closure to hit 200 flights daily Delhi 1,2

29. The Times of India Fork out Rs 5,000 or miss flight, airline tells sisters, 9 Delhi 17
& 17, as both are minors

30. Hindustan Times Bizman who tipped customs off attacked in Mazgaon Mumbai 3
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37. The Indian Express Akasa Air to operate flights from Navi Mumbai from Mumbai + 1 4
'Day One

38. The Indian Express Integrated water transport terminal to come up at Mumbai 1,2
Targhar

39. The Hindu A sunken ship and a sea of worries Chennai + 3 7

40. The Hindu Akasa, AAHL ink pact to operate from Navi Mumbai  Chennai + 5 3

41. The Hindu Markets Mumbai + 1 13

42. Free Press Journal Akasa Air to fly 100 times per week from NMIA Mumbai 7

43. Millenniumpost Air India, Icelandair enter codeshare partnership Kolkata 9

44, The Daily Guardian After Indigo, Akasa partners with Navi Mumbai Delhi 7
Airport for commercial flights

45. Telegraph Delhi runway upgrade to hit 114 flights daily Kolkata 4

46. Telegraph Rahul needles Modi with 'surrender' barb Kolkata 4
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Adani Group contributes Rs 74,945 cr in FY25 taxes
Rohit is walking in the garden...
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The Economic Times » 07 Jun « Adani Airports Holdings Ltd. (AAHL)
Akasa plans 50 departures from Navi Mumbai: CEO

4. PG 155 « Sgcm 418464 - AVE 1.IM « Cir

Mumbai ¢ Delhi « Chandigarh « Jaipur

The Indian budget carrier will also focus on
connecting tier-1l cities via the new hub

Akasa Plans 50 Departures
from Navi Mumbai: CEO

Our Bureau

Mumbai: Akasa Air plans to ope-
rate 50 flights from the upcoming
Adanibacked Navi Mumbai air-
port, starting off with about 15 de-
partures which will be dcombina-
tion of both domesticand interna-
tional, said Vinay Dube, its chief
executive officer

The Navi Mumbai alrportis ex-
pected to open by the end of Au-
gust, although the exact date is
yet to be finalised. Dube claimed
Akasa Air would be the airline
with the most number of flights
from there.

“I'm sure there'll be others, butl
don't belleve there'll be any other
airline in India, or in fact the
world, that would have a larger
percentage of their network ba-
sed out of Navi Mumbai Airport
as compared to Akasa," Dube
told reporters ata virtual round-
table on Friday.

Arun Bansal, CEO of Adani
Airports Holdings Limited. said
inapressstatement, “Theirrapid
growth and forward-lookingapp-
roach make them an ldeal part-
ner in NMIA's journey to beco-
ming a key domestic and Interna-
tional hub.”

Budget carrier- AKasa operates
some 32 flights from Mumbai dai-
Iy “In Mumbai, we have close to 32
departures today and Navi Mum-
bai, we expect:to take that up to
about 7510 80 odd departuresas we
exit winters. That's how signifi-

cant this isforus,” sald Dube.

The airling will continue to ma-
intain these flights with “no plans
to consolidate operations”, Dube
said. The carrier willalso focuson
connecting tier-l cities through
its Navi Mumbai hub.

Akasa Air is the second airline
to slgn an agreement with Navi
Mumbaiairport. IndiGo, which
will be the first
to commence
flights from the
new airport,
plans to start
with over 18
daily departu-
res to 15 cities
from day one of
the airport’s
opening and
s aims to increase
operations to 79

m:\:" departures by
tnbeol & -.\'ovomber_.
slots "mu"e Akasa Air will
ﬂo.t: start with over100
a8 weekly domestic
g‘“"g:’ departures, sca
Vi day. ling up to more
nay Dube, than 300 domestic
ﬁ:’“um and 50 internatio-

nal departures
per week in the winter schedule,
The airline plans to expand to 10
parking bases by the end of FY27,
focusing on international growth
in key Middle Eastern and Sout-
heast Asian markets.

Dube said the airline will have o
mix of prime slots as well as slots
spread across the day.

Middle Right
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The Economic Times » 07 Jun « Adani Airports Holdings Ltd. (AAHL)
Akasa will have 50 Departures from Navi Mumbai: CEO
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The Economic Times » 07 Jun « Adani Airports Holdings Ltd. (AAHL)
Amid Covid & Global Chaos, Indians’ Big Fear: Missing that Flight

1« PG 195 « Sgcm 139635 « AVE 117.98K « Cir Bottom Left

Kolkata « Jaipur « Chandigarh « Delhi

Amid Covid & Global Chaos, Indians’ Big Fear: Missing that Flight

Summer travel sentiment remains strong with packages for domestic and international spots pricier by up to 15%

< — upcomingholiday thismonth.It's  demandduringthesummerschool  Flightfaresfor Georgia, another Fares could rise up to 15%, especial-
& turningout tobe adifficult choice.  break. Mehra, wanting to escape emerging destination, areupas Iy to international destinations such
Prachi Verma June flight fares for Vietnam, a the domestic summer rush in the well and the visa will take over 10 as Georgia, Vietham and Sri Lanka,
destination atthe top of hills, turnsto Sri Lanka. But the daystoarrive Shesaysshe'lllikely which have turned out to be more
New Delhi: Kanika Mehra, a her list, are about 50% southwest monsoon season is pick Thailand eventually, conside-  affordable than some of the top
schoolteacher from Noida is loo- higher than those in playing on her mind, though the ring the easier access and more domestic spots over the past year,
king up flights and hotels for her July, signalling high fares are lighter on the pocket. reasonable fares. sald Tavleen Bhatia, chief marke-
! Despite global uncertainties,and  tingand revenue officer at Cleartrip.
" therecentspikeinCovid-19casesin  In2024, Vietnam welcomed about
ke e s 3 R ey ey et o g
strongan p pre-pandemic
mm’"‘“ ongoingsummerbreaksforboth  Indiawas thse top primary market
m . domesticand internationaldesti- for SriLanka in December last year
seeing high demand SENC v Y. & §  nationsarepricierbyuptol5 % with 52,881 arrivals, accounting for
FARES ARE SET TO RISE UP - J Searchesfor "."° year-on-year, said travel experts. a21.3% share. Around 124,300

TO 15% FOR INTERNATIONAL -l _— ‘. s Tokyo and Mmoh;fi‘;h:‘enmtrhefwlaﬁ- lndlantourlstsvlslmdigeorgiﬂn
X o hab ~ and-watchm month fol 2024, marking a 46.8% increase
DESTINATIONS LI GEORGIA, S F U  wing Operation Sindoor butboo.  from the previous year

180% YoY kings are now happening full thrott-
= le,” said a travel industry insider. www.economictimes.com
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The Economic Times » 07 Jun « Adani Airports Holdings Ltd. (AAHL)
Akasa will have 50 Departures from Navi Mumbai: CEO
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Airline also plans to focus on connecting
tier-1 cities through Navi Mumbai hub

Akasa will have 50
Departures from
Navi Mumbai: CEQ

Our Bureau

Mumbai: Akasa will operate 50
departures from the Adani-
backed Navi Mumbai airport,
with about 15 departures to be.
ginwithcombining both domes-
tic and international. It will be
the largest player from Navi
Mumbai airport,

Mumbal hub.

Akasa Airisthesecondairline
to sign an MoU with Navi Mum-
bal airport, following IndiGo,
which will be the first to
commence flights from the new
airport.

IndiGo plans to start with over
18 daily departures to fifteen ci-
ties from day one of the air-
port's opening

said Vinay Dube,
CEQO, Akasa Alr.

The Navi Mum-
bal airport Is ex-
pected to open by
the end of Au-
gust, although
the exact date is
yet to be finali-
sed

f

|

’ -
“I'm sure the-
rell be others,
but I don't belie-
ve there'll be any
other airline In
India or In fact
the world that
would have a lar-

ger percentage
of their network

SLOT PLANNING
Theairline will
haveamix of
primeslotsas
wellasslots
spread across
theday, said

and aims to In-
crease  opera-

| tionsto79depar-
tures by Novem-
be

r

Akasa Air will
start with over
100 weekly do-
mestic departu-
res, scaling up to
more than 300 do-
mestic and 50 in-
ternational de-
partures per we-
¢k in the winter
schedule.

The airline
plans to expand
to 10 parking ba-
ses by the end of

based outof Navi FY27, focusing
st SUNREN R ooy
MR CEQAKaSaRir  ate fo:
tant‘)'l':(:::all-‘rx;%‘;;d. ET had mpon‘:?il?l?a':l:‘l:: gt’s;.“.

Arun Bansal, CEO, AAHL, ad-
ded: “Their rapid growth and
forward-looking approach ma-
ke them an ideal partner in
NMIA's journey to becoming a
key domestic and international
hub."

The airline currently operates
around 32 dally departures
from Mumbali. “We expect to ta-
ke that up to 75-80 odd departu-.
res as we exit winters, which
gets me to the point I was ma-
king: that's how significant this
isforus.”

The airline will continue to
maintain these flights with “no
plans to consolidate opera-
tions,” Dube added. Akasa Alr
will also focus on connécting ti-
er-Il cities through its Navi

ne saw a potential of parking at
least 7alrcraftatthealrport.

When asked about if the airli-
nehadastrategy totapbecomea
larger plaver out if the seconda-
ry airports, Dube said,

“So, if you look at our deploy-
ment of the capacity side, we
willsee we connect Lucknow, we
connect Varanasi. There is Ay-
odhya connectivity. There is Co-
chin connectivity. There is Gu-
wahati-Bhaktobara connectivi-
ty avallable. So, it's largely a
metro to non-metro connectivi-
ty that you see with our network
the way it's bullt.

When asked about slots, he sa-
id, the airline will have a mix of
prime slots as well as slots spre-
adacrosstheday
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The Economic Times « 07 Jun « Dharavi Redevelopment Project Limited (DRPPL)
Brands Find Quick Comm's Food Handling Unpalatable
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Business Standard « 07 Jun « Adani Airports Holdings Ltd. (AAHL)
IndiGo may line up 30-50 ATR plane order in Paris
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102457 « AVE 25.41K « Cir

Ahmedabad « Bengaluru « Chennai « Kolkata

IndiGo may line up 30-50
ATR plane order in Paris

DEEPAK PATEL
New Dehhi, 6 june

IndiGo, India’s largest airline, is
likely to place an order for30to 50
ATR 72:600 turboprop aircraft
during the Paris Air Show later
this month, people familiar with
the matter told Business
Standard on Friday. The
deal, if finalised with
the Franco-Italian air-
craft  manufacturer
ATR, could be valued
between $450 million
and $750 million, based
on an estimated transaction
price of around $15 million per
aircraft, they said.

Discussions between IndiGo
and ATR for a new batch of air-
craft have been ongoing since last
vear, the sources said. “The deal
size could be increased from 50
planes to a larger number,” a
source added.

Asked for comment, an ATR
spokesperson told Business Stan-
dard: "I's best to ask IndiGo
about its plans.”

“What we can say is that ATR
aircraft provide an outstanding
value proposition for India’s re-
gional mobility needs, as demon-

strated by our 25-year
presence and dominant
market share in the
country. With unpar-
alleled fuel efficiency.
versatility, and ac-
cessibility, our aircraft
perfectly march India's
need for sustainable, cost-
effective regional connectivity,”
the spokesperson added.

IndiGo did not respond to
Business Standard’s request for
comment till the time of going to
the press. Turn to Page 3

= Over 79% flights cancelled for
3months at Delhi airport P3y

Bottom Left,Bottom Right
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Experts flag infra limitations at major
airports as hurdle for ATR operations

The Indian carrier, which
currently operates a fleet of
about 46 ATR 72-600s, had
earlier placed an order for 50
such aircraft in 2017 as part
of a strategy to expand its
regional footprint under the
government's UDAN
scheme to improve air con-
nectivity to underserved
towns. Four aircraft since
have been sold or leased to
other.

Deliveries under that
contract were completed by
early 2025.

The ATR 72-600is atwin-
engine turboprop aircraft
typically seating around 70
passengers, although
IndiGo configuresits planes
in a high-density 78-seat
layout. The aircraft is pri-
marily deployed on short
regional routes, witharange
ofabout 1,370km.

“IndiGo has utilised the
ATRs on all sorts of routes,
from monopoly under
regional connectivity
scheme UDAN to some
intra-metro high frequency
ones in South India,"” said
Ameya Joshi, aviation ana-
lyst and founder of the blog
Network Thoughts. “The
airline has also experi-
mented with routes, some
working well and some not
continuing,” he said.

The turboprop fleet
enabled IndiGo to expand
its network to smaller desti-
nations such as Kolhapur,
Kishangarh and Kadapa,
whicharenot feasible forthe
airline’s Airbus fleet, accord-
ingtoJoshi.

But he also flagged infra-
structure limitations at
major airports as a major
hurdle for ATR operations.
“One of the bigger chal-
lenges hasbeen gettingslots
at Delhi or Mumbai for the
ATR,” hesaid. “The develop-
ment of secondary airports
— like Navi Mumbai and
Jewar — could ease this con-
straint and support rapid
network expansion. How
much does the government
incentivise going forward
also needs to be seen.”

Since 2023, IndiGo has
placed several aircraft
orders. Last Sunday, it
announced an order for 30
additonal Airbus A3s50
widebody planes, adding to
its April 2024 order for 30
A350s, bringing its total
widebody order to 60 air-
craft. Deliveries will beginin
2027 and continue into the

next decade. These widebody
planes, which have larger fuel
tanks than narrow-body
A320s, are key to IndiGo’s
long-haul expansion, target-
ing routes like India-US,
India-Europe, and India-Aus-
tralia to compete with Air
India and Guif carriers.

The recent widebody
orders followed IndiGo's
record-breaking June 2023
order for 500 Airbus A320neo
family aircraft to boost its
narrow-body  fleet  for
domestic and short-haul

international  operations.
Airbus Chief Commercial
Officer Benoit de Saint-
Exupéry said on Sunday that
IndiGo’s total order book now
stands at 1,400 aircraft,
including these recent wide-
body orders and earlier large-
scale A320 family purchases
over the past decade.

ATR is a joint venture
between Airbus and the Ita-
lian aerospace group Leon-
ardo, with each owning a 50
percentstakein the manufac-
turer. IndiGo’s current fleet

stands at about 430 aircraft,
comprising 46 ATR 72-600s,
three leased widebody air-
craft, and a mix of narrow-
body Airbus planes.

The Paris Air Show, held
biennially at Le Bourget near
Paris, isone of the world's lar-
gest aerospace exhibitions,
where major aircraft manu-
facturers and  airlines
announce new products,
technologies, and commer-
cial deals. This year’s edition
will take place from June 16
1022,

o0 00 @
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Business Standard « 07 Jun « Adani Airports Holdings Ltd. (AAHL)
Over 7% flights cancelled for 3 mths at Delhi airport

310 - Sgcm

60377 « AVE

Ahmedabad « Chennai « Bengaluru

Over 7% tlights cancelled
for 3 mths at Delhi airport

DIAL CEO cites runway upgrade as reason for cancellations

DEEPAK PATEL
New Dellw, 6 june

About 7.5 per cent daily flights to and
from the Delhi airport will be cancelled
between June15and September 15asone
of its four runways undergoes an
upgrade, Delhi International Airport
Limited (DIAL) Chief Executive Officer
(CEO) Videh Kumar Jaipuriar said on
Friday.

GMR Group-led DIAL operates the
Delhi airport, which is the largest in the
country.

“The Delhi airport handles 1,450 air-
craft movements per day. Of these, 114
daily movements will be cancelled
during the runway upgrade,” Jaipuriar
said at a press conference.

“The number of cancellations will be
intherange of 7-7.5 per cent, compared to
the usual 3-4 per cent on a normal day.
However, this time we have coordinated
with airlines inadvance and rescheduled
flights accordingly, which will help
reduce any cascading impact,” he said.

Referring to a similar upgrade effort
carlier thisyear, headded, "Lasttime, the
lackof proper rescheduling led to cascad-
ing disruptions when wind patterns
changed. This time, the impact on pas-
sengers will be much lower, Since they've
been informed inadvance, they will have
enough time to rebook or make alter-
native arrangements.”

The upgrade of runway 10/28 will
include installing an instrument landing
system (ILS) and make it compliant with
CATI11-B operations. CAT I1I-B isa preci-
sionlanding system that allows aircraftto
land in very low visibility conditions,
such as dense fog.

It was originally scheduled for April-
May. However, unexpected changes in
wind patterns during that time severely
affected flight operations, causing delays.

As a result, the Ministry of Civil Avi-
ation — on April 21— directed DIAL to
postpone the upgrade and resume oper-

M -

The airport will see flight cancellations
between June 15and September 15

ations on the runway. The runway was
made operational again on May 6, and
the upgrade was deferred to June 15-Sep-
tember 15.

“The revised timeline was agreed
upon by all airlines,” Jaipuriar said.

Following this, airlines collaborated
with DIAL to rework slot allocations and
align with the revised arrival capacity.

“The objective was to ensure opti-
mum use of available runway capacity
while maintaining on-time perform-
ance,” he added.

“During the fog season, the arrival
capacity of all runways comes down due
to safety concerns, as arriving aircraft
have to be spaced out," Jaipuriar said.

“In case of westerly winds, arrivals
drop from 42 per hour to 30 during CAT
11I-Boperations. But with easterly winds,
arrivals fall sharply from 42 per hour to
just 15. Once the upgrade iscomplete, this
number will go up to 30 even with
easterly winds, significantly improving
efficiency,” he added.

“Every hour of fog disruption takes

25.41K - Cir

three hours for us to retum to normal
operations. This becomes much worse
with easterly winds, where every hour of
disruption takes six hoursto recover. This
impacts not just Delhi airport but also
nearby ones.

Therefore, we decided to upgrade
runway 10/28 and make it readyto handle
CAT I1I-B flight operations,” he said.

Jaipuriar also acknowledged the
growing impact of changing weather
conditions on airport operations.

“We are conducting a study as part of
ourclimate change mitigation plan. This
Kind of erratic weather behaviour is
increasing every year, Based on the find-
ings, we will develop a mitigation strat-
egy,” hesaid.
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Business Standard « 07 Jun « Adani Airports Holdings Ltd. (AAHL)
Akasa to launch over 100 weekly flights from Navi Mumbai airport
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Ahmedabad

Akasa to launch
over 100 weekly
flights from Navi
Mumbai airport

Akasa Airwill start more than 100
weekly domestic flights from the
upcoming Navi Mumbai Intema-
tional Airport (NMIA), expanding to
more than 300 domestic and over 50
international weekly departuresin
the winter schedule, it said on Friday.

Akasajoins IndiGo inconfirming
its early commitment to NMIA.

“Noairine inIndia will have a
larger percentage of its fleet and
operations based out of NMIA than
Akasa Air," said Vinay Dube,
founder and chief executive officer
(CEO) of Akasa Air.

AAHL CEO Arun Bansal wel-
comed Akasa as an inaugural
partner, stressing the airline's rapid
growth and forward-looking
approach. DEEPAK PATEL
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Akasa to launch
over 100 weekly
tlights from Navi

Mumbai airport

Akasa Airwill start more than 100
weekly domestic flights from the
upcoming Navi Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport (NMIA), expanding to
more than 300 domestic and over 50
international weekly departures in
the winter schedule, it said on Friday.

Akasajoins IndiGo in confirming
itsearly commitment to NMIA.

“Noairline in India will have a
larger percentage of its fleet and
operations based out of NMIA than
Akasa Air,” said Vinay Dube,
founder and chief executive officer
(CEO) of Akasa Air.

AAHL CEO Arun Bansal wel-
comed Akasa as an inaugural
partner, stressing the airline’s rapid
growth and forward-looking
approach. DEEPAK PATEL
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IndiGo may line up 30-50
ATR plane order in Paris
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DEEPAK PATEL
New Delhi, 6 June

IndiGo, India’s largest airline, is
likely to place an order for 30 to 50
ATR 72-600 turboprop aircraft
during the Paris Air Show later
this month, people familiar with
the matter told Business
Standard on Friday. The
deal, if finalised with
the Franco-Italian air-
craft  manufacturer
ATR, could be valued
between $450 million
and $750 million, based
on an estimated transaction
price of around $15 million per
aircraft, they said.

Discussions between IndiGo
and ATR for a new batch of air-
craft have been ongoing since last
year, the sources said. "The deal
size could be increased from 50
planes to a larger number,” a
source added.

Asked for comment, an ATR
spokesperson told Business Stan-
dard: “I's best to ask IndiGo
about its plans.”

“What we can say is that ATR
aircraft provide an outstanding
value proposition for India’s re-
gional mobility needs, as demon-

strated by our 25-year
presence and dominant

& market share in the
4 country. With unpar-

£

/ alleled fuel efficiency,

versatility, and ac-

cessibility, our aircraft
perfectly match India’s
need for sustainable, cost-
effective regional connectivity,”
the spokesperson added.

IndiGo did not respond to
Business Standard’s request for
comment till the time of going to
the press, Tumn to Page 3 )
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Experts flag infra limitations at major

airports a

The Indian carrier, which
currently operates a fleet of
about 46 ATR 72-600s, had
earlier placed an order fors0
such aircraft in 2017 as pant
of a strategy to expand its
regional footprint under the
government’s UDAN
scheme to improve air con-
nectivity to underserved
towns. Four aircraft since
have been sold or leased to
other.

Deliveries under that
contract were completed by
early 202s.

The ATR 72-600 isatwin-
engine turboprop aircraft
typically seating around 70
passengers, although
IndiGo configures its planes
in a high-density 78-seat
layout. The aircraft is pri-
marily deployed on short
regional routes, witharange
ofabout 1,370km.

“IndiGo has utilised the
ATRS on all sorts of routes,
from monopoly under
regional connectivity
scheme UDAN to some
intra-metro high frequency
ones in South India,” said
Ameya Joshi, aviation ana-
lyst and founder of the blog
Network Thoughts. “The
airline has aiso experi-
mented with routes, some
working well and some not
continuing,” he said.

The turboprop fleet
enabled IndiGo to expand
its network to smaller desti-
nations such as Kolhapur,
Kishangarh and Kadapa,
which are not feasible forthe
airline’s Airbus fleet, accord-
ingtoJoshi.

But he also flagged infra-
structure limitations at
major airports as a major
hurdle for ATR operations.
“One of the bigger chal-
lenges has been getting slots
at Delhi or Mumbai for the
ATR,” he said. “The develop-
ment of secondary airports
— like Navi Mumbai and
Jewar — could ease thiscon
straint and support rapid
network expansion. How
much doe: government
incentivise going forward
also needs to be seen.”

Since 2023, IndiGo has
placed several aircraft
orders. Last Sunday, it
announced an order for 30
additional Airbus A3s50
widebody planes, adding to
its April 2024 order for 30
A350s, bringing its total
widebody order to 60 air-
craft. Deliveries will beginin
2027 and continue into the

next decade. These widebody
planes, which have larger fuel
tanks than narrow-body
A320s, are key to IndiGo's
long-haul expansion, target-
ing routes like India-US,
India-Europe, and India-Aus-
tralia to compete with Air
India and Gulf carriers.

The recent widebody
orders followed IndiGo’s
record-breaking June 2023
order for 500 Airbus A320neo
family aircraft to boost its
narrow-body fleet for
domestic and short-haul

hurdle for ATR operation

international operations,
Airbus Chief Commercial
Officer Benoit de Saint-
Exupéry said on Sunday that
IndiGo's total order book now
stands at 1,400 aircraft,
including these recent wide-
body orders and earlier large-
scale A320 family purchases
over the past decade.

ATR is a joint venture
between Airbus and the Ita
lian aerospace group Leon-
ardo, with each owning a 50
percent stake in the manufac-
turer. IndiGo’s current fleet

stands at about 430 aircraft,
comprising 46 ATR 72-600s,
three leased widebody air-
craft, and a mix of narrow-
body Airbus planes.

The Paris Air Show, held
biennially at Le Bourget near
Paris, is one of the world’s lar-
gest aerospace exhibitions,
where major aircraft manu-
facturers and airlines
announce new products,
technologies, and commer-
cial deals. This year’s edition
will take place from June 16

1022,

07 Jun, 2025
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Cement demand recovery remains vital as capacity surplus looms

DEVANGSHU DATTA

‘The cement industry continues to
suffer from weak demand and surplus

between 2 700-900 pertonne (X800 per Baser100

tonne in FY25) since FY11 with single-

digit return on capital employed or Sensex

RoC!:Whlle consolidation conlinucs 15
capacity Man-

10

capacity Q4FY25indi da
I

inlow single-digits year-on-year (Y-0-
Y) from April to May 2025 owingto
unseasonal rains in certain parts of the
country.Price hikes of 240 perbagin
South India, in April 2025, were largely
sustained before dropping by about
10-15 per bag this month.

East India also saw a hike of 110-12
per bag during April-May'25, while
other regions were flat. Average India
prices are higher by 3 per cent quarter-
on-quarter (Q-0-Q)and 4-5percent Y-
0-Yin Q1FY26, highest in 18 months.
Hence, margins may be sustained.

The average profitability has been

idance for demand growth

in FY26 of most companies was in the 10
range of 6-7 per cent.

The lagged impact of fuel price
hikes of ¥50-100 per tonne during 105
January-April will be seen in HiIFY26
given inventory with higher exposure
to petcoke usage had a bigger impact. 10
However, the recent decline in fuel
prices with prices back to pre-January 5 Cement
2025 levels may ease costs in H2FY26. Moy 2

Average operating profit per tonne

ness may lead to some downwards

for some companies may rise from

2850 pertonne in FY25t0 %1,070 per pressure on prices, Given the policy
tonne in FY26 given the cost effi- focus on infra and housing projects,
and better rural demand, volume

ciencies and higher realisation.
Early monsoon and demand weak- growth of 6-7 per cent is expected.

= %
6%

International petcoke prices are
now 7 per cent lower than the average
pricein Q4FY2s. xncunm. manage-
mentc d sustain-

expenditure such as redudng lhcmmal

power. In WLs‘lhcccmcm lndusiry
ended wi ity of about 635 mil-

able cost savings potential of ¥150-200
per tonne through FY26 and FY27.

‘The aggregate operating profit of
large listed companies grew by double-
digits Y-0-Y with operating profit per
tonne rising by 30 per cent Q-0-Qto
1,099 pertonne.

The average Q1FY26 cement spread
isar2,652 pertonne, up 171 per tonne
Q-0-Q. as prices have increased Q-0-Q.

If global fuel costs remain stable or
trend down, this is a positive for the
cement industry. Volume growth may
improve slightly with an annual growth
of 7 per cent over FY25-27 versus 4 per

panies h

lion tonnes perannum (mtpa), up 4.8
percent Y-o0-Y.
Companies like Ultratech, and JK
Cement saw volume growth of mt)per
centand 14.6 per cent Y-0-Y respecti

up margins. Dalmia Bharat (up 24.1 per
cent)and JK Cement (up 17.4 per cent)
witnessed the sharpest recovery in
operating profit pertonne.

Energy costs have declined by 11-12
percent inJanuary due tosoft coal and
Brent crude prices. Price hikes in April-
Ma) 25 could not be {ullysuslmned

dtowards

capex

owing todemand bounce and newly
acquired assets. Ambuja also grew vol-

lhe)\ar -end, reviving construction
activity. If consolidation completes,

umes by 12.7 per cent while Ramco there could be better price discipline
(down 5.3 per cent Y-0-Y) and Dalmia leadlngmamom profitable cycle
Bham (down L%pwcem. disap lead to.

d 34 it d delays in project activity. In
per cent Y-0-Y and 1.9 per cent sequen- H2FY26, commissioning of new 60
tially in Q4FY25. mtpa capacity may be completed and

Operating profit per tonne has wit-
nessed a decrease of 2.spercemover
I ris

that could lead to surplus over demand
unlesml\dlymclsupslmngjy Inves-
withana-

ccnlmwthcpasldecadeandmm- Q4FY24butas8percent
di cost as inal fall ln power& {un.lcoas
saving du il and othy shored

lysts recommending Ultratech, Shree
Cement, Ambuja and JK Cement.
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What makes
the kabaddi
league popular?

The Pro Kabaddi League has reached its 12th
season, rivalling the longevity of the IPL

e recent auctions for the upcoming 12th season of the Pro
ibaddi League (PKL. i i

isanindicator of the league’s progression.
Ahead of the first season in 201+, the highest bid was for Rakesh
Kumar, who went for 112.8 lakh. Last Saturday got Ira-
i Mohammadreza Shadloui Chiyaneh for $2.23 crore, alittle more
0 crore paid by Bengal Warriorz for Devank Dalal. It was

table hitsand misses.
J Pawan Sehrawat, who went for 32.60 crore to Telugu
\ is time. getting 50,54 nil Thalaivas
as most team principals seemed (0 focus on younger players. U Mumba, for
stance, paid 378 lakh forunheralded Aanil epNarwal, the
i PKL across seasons, went unsold.
res

‘he three-time

most successful raide

barring the

dence of accomplishment considering no other sporting leagu
h St

ague (IPL)in e, Sports, which
225million, i
3 @ portsindiger
i foritssuccess. Broadk e

» 2 ithelps PKL
hasastakeinit.
S th nowJioStar... You

Lots of leagues have not survived because the broadcaster was not invested
‘says Sanjay Adesara, the chief business officer of
Giants team in the PKL. Gujarat is one

newer.

in201;

season, withoutany titl
tanceaway, Adesaraadds.

DEMAND AND SUPPLY
« “ssalient

‘ssalien Iy two teams, Pa

sons3-3)and Jaipur Pink Panth 1.9)

once. Almost every other season has a new winner, which has a significant
. . sl »

n auction, you have to be a bit fluid and flexible.” adds

ra. T
anyone. Oneshould be quick toreadjust, The leag
tale i

d. whichgives

all 12 teams an equal chance.”
'r

believe, add: ‘e
. v ¥
es the PKL result difficult to predict. A title, however, adds toa

action,” says Kailash Kandpal,
Kot Sports Pyt Ltd whi L, »
about am’s first title win in 2023, “It imp popularity of the team;

ipion, you
havetowin many times.”

pu
officer of Bengal Warriorz, which won the league in season seven,

dds,"It’sa

i difficult topredict whowill i

.
peitive, isexc

orts interestin PKL
cof Capri Global
o

Holdi C:

e T20(ILT20) cricket,
he UPW:

Premier League cricket), Sharjah Warriors (ILT20) in the UAE and Rajasthan
Warriors (Ultimate Kho Kho).

GROWING VIEWERSHIP
T i "
b thews broadeast, structured, with

idorthe super i 5
addsGupta,“T! y @
Kandpal. Y y 40 mi chiiips

ing. Gam ysab le.”

200-million-plusvi i younger starsbreak-

e, find the best way It
cess, as athletes find better ways of playing.
believes Gupta.

competitiveness evolves,”

like Capri Sport

“PKL *saysAd f.
ha i . T20and WP i
1t

wasthe

P
headds,

A "
ersand ifestyle. He posts aiArund.
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What makes the
kabaddileague
so popular?

The Pro Kabaddi League has reached its 12th
season, rivalling the longevity of the IPL

herecentauc tions for i K li que
(PKL).i ited forover isanindi
torofthe |4~:q<\n-'s|mnm-»iun.

\\hmwm
2.8 lakh, Last Saturday,
i 23crore.alittlemore than the 32:20 erore paid by Bengal W
for! K Dalal. It
\\uhllu inevitable hitsand misses.
Pawan Schrawat, who went for 32.60 crore (o'
arely made it through this time, getting X

rriorz

u Titans in
50 lakh from
n younger
Ided Aanil

N\ | players

Musabs, eifistance.s
wrdeep Narwal, the most
seasons, went unsold. The three-time champion with Patna P
prompdy announced hisretrement
For

;'_ league that started under reasonable scepticis 2th season

~ itselfis i
barring the Indian Premier League (IPL)in cricket, hassurvived thislong.
StarSports,

10 viewer rslupmln over225million, nnklm. itthe ulll\ sport ln-\uh\t ricket
toget indsofnumbers. " the sport’s
i i yof matches, theathleti-

) roadeaster, for
sportorleague to be fol-

itssuccess. Broadcast lwmml'l gest reasons for
lowed and it helps PKL |I|.n 'ﬁlar\p(m\ha\ stakeinit.
th . now JioStar... You

Lots of leagucs ha

not survived because the broadcaster
d ines

{enough).” sa anjay Adesara, the chief by s officer of A
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newer ningit since PKL expanded from cight 012
2017.T i isteam’scighth

season, withoutany titl i ity i

away, Adesar:
« ague’ssali i Iy twoteams
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Akasalines up 15 daily flights
from Navi Mumbai airport

SWARAJ BAGGONKAR
Mumbai, June 6

AKASAAIRAND AdaniAirport
Holdings (AAHL) have signed
an agreement to commence
commercial flight operations
from the upcoming Navi
Mumbai International Airport
(NMIA).

Theairline will start opera-
tionswith 15 flight departures
aday and by the winter sched-
ule, it expects to move to 40
domestic departures and
about 8-10 international
departures, said Vinay Dube,
founderand CEO, Akasa Air.

Between the Mumbai air-
port,where theairline has close
to 32 departures,and the Navi
Mumbai airport, it expects to
have 75-80 departures.

While AAHL has not pro-
vided adateyet forthe opening
of NMIA, the operator,whichis
thesecond largestin the coun-
try (in terms of passengers ser-
viced), had announced a simi-
lar partnership with IndiGo for
starting commercial flight
operations last month.

“The dates are fluid. We are
working with NMIA to see
what thosedatesare. The infor-
mation that we have been pro-
vided forthelaunch (of the air-
port)dateistheend of August,”
Dube said.

“No airline in India will
have a larger percentage of its
fleet and operations based out
of NMIA than Akasa Air. This
move supports our commit-

LAUNCH PAD

m Akasa Air will start operations
with 15 flight departures a day

VINAY DUBE, FOUNDER AND CEO, AKASA AIR
The information that we
have been provided for the
launch (of the airport) date

is the end of August

ment to supplement existing
capacities, unlock new
demand centres, and enable
sustainable growth,” Dube
added.

There will be no immediate
increase in the numberof desti-
nations that Akasa connects
presently after starting opera-
tions at NMIA. The airline con-
nects 28 destinations, including
five international destinations,

Akasa will start undertak-
ing bookings for flying to and
from NMIA only after AAHL
completes all the approvals,
following which the flying
schedule will be filed.

Akasa did not specify if
there will be a difference in
cost for it to operate from
NMIA compared to the Mum-
bai airport.

m By the winter
schedule, it expects to
move to 40 domestic
and 8-10 international

® The airline said it will
operate over 100
weekly domestic

departures L
w

initially

&

“There will be a set of per-
missions that will be required
before we can start construct-
ingelementsof ourback office
that are required along the
check-in area or to house cer-
tain maintenance spares that
we may have,as we do in every
otherairport,” Dube added.

AkasaAiralsoannounced it
will operate over 100 weekly
domestic departures initially,
scaling up to more than 300
domesticand over 50 interna-
tional departures weeklyinthe
winter schedule.

As part of its broader net-
work strategy, theairlineisalso
set to ramp up to 10 parking
bases by the end of FY27,with
afocused international expan-
sion into key West Asian and
Southeast Asian markets.
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Delhi airport
to cancel
114 flights
for 3 months

NITIN KUMAR
New Delhi, June 6

ABOUT 114 DAILY flights to
and from Delhi Airport will be
cancelled between June 15and
September 15 this year, as one
of its four runways undergoes
an upgrade, Delhi Interna-
tional Airport (DIAL) CEOVideh
Kumar Jaipuriarsaid on Friday.

GMRGroup-led DIALoper-
ates Delhi Airport, the largest
in the country.“The Delhi air-
port handles 1,450 aircraft
movements per day. Out of
these, 114 daily movements
will be cancelled during the
runway upgrade. Passengers
will face inconvenience in the
short term, but definitely
stand to benefit in the long
run,” Jaipuriar said during a
press conference.

As partof the exercise, DIAL
will update the current ILS
(instrument landing system),
which is already out of order.
DIAL will also make the run-
way CAT 111-B compliant. CAT
I11-B is an advanced landing
system that allows aircraft to
land in extremely lowvisibility
conditions.

He highlighted that this
strategic runway overhaul will
enhance winter operations,
preventing delays during
dense seasonal fog. He reas-
sured thatall schedule changes
have been filed with the Direc-
torate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA), ensuring minimal
passenger inconvenience.

To prevent cascading
delays,anewslot plan hasbeen
finalised after multiple rounds
of discussions with airlines,
DGCA, airtraffic control (ATC),
and the Ministry of Civil Avia-
tion. The runway closure coin-
cideswith the low travel season
toavoid disruptions during the
festive period rush.

During the three-month
closure, arrival capacity will
temporarilydip from42 flights
per hour to 32, impacting key
sectors like Mumbaiand Patna.
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Our lofty equity valuations
are pure Bollywood

EVEN TO SEASONED investment professionals, India’s lofty equity valuationsarea
head-scratcher. How’sasell-side researchertoexplain toaforeigninstitution that the
country’s cement makers are more than twice as expensive as their peers in every
othermajor market? Building materialsare justone example, though that’swhatana-
lyst Sanjeev Prasad and his team at Kotak Institutional Equities picked to raise some
provocative questions in a recent investor note, titled What the cement sector tells us
about ourindustry.

They discussed the possible reasons for what they termed as “absolutely ridicu-
lous” multiples. Those looking for short-term trading opportunities may not care
about rational analysis from brokersaslongas the prognosisis cheery enough todraw
in other punters. And sure enough, as Prasad and his colleagues show, deep down-
grades to upbeat earnings forecasts for the sector have been routine over the past
decade.And this is when as a single-product, domestic industry, cement is relatively
easytoanalyse.

Alternatively, it could be that a section of the buy-side community is too heavily
invested in its thesis — an underbuilt India eventually catching up to China in infra-
structure and housing — to brook any challenge to its conviction that cement stocks
will do well. Some investors I spoke to offered a pushback. It's possible, they say, that
retail buyers are being guided not by optimistic forecasts, but by a parable —a mem-
ory fromanotherindustry.

Tycoon Mukesh Ambani entered telecom in 2016, bankrupted most of his com-
petition,and only then allowed dirt-cheap data prices to rise. What if Gautam Adani,
Asia’s second-richest man behind Ambani, is pursuing the same strategy with con-
struction materials? Including theacquisitionsconcluded and announced, 1 19 of the
country’s installed cement capacity is changing hands over two years, a record pace
of consolidation,according to CRISIL.Once Adani’s challenge to market leader Kumar

Mangalam Birla cools, the sector will get back what it
now lacks: pricing power.
For global asset managers, this may still not justify
paying 33-34 timesestimated eamnings for Birla's Ultra-
Tech Cement, or Adani’s Ambuja Cements. Not when
China’s Anhui Conch Cement trades below a price-to-
earnings multipleof 10in Hong Kong. For the domestic
investor, though, no good story is too far-fetched. That
AN DY puts those who deploy other people’s money in a spot.
Earlier in the year, Sankaran Naren at ICICI Prudential
MUKHERJ EE Asset Management raised a much-needed alarm over
“absurd”valuations of small- and mid-cap shares. But
Bloomberg just when it looked like a meaningful correction was
underway,a new central bank chief opened the liquid-
ity floodgates. Since domestic mutual funds aren’t allowed to invest freely in foreign
stocks, theirmanagers must take the deluge of cash coming theirway (nearly $ 50 bil-
lion over 12 months),and join the party.

Elsewhere,it’stechnology that’s helping investors overcome their fearsof aglobal
tradewar.In Hong Kong, they have opened their purse strings for § 5 billion-plus share
sales by Xiaomi, BYD,and Contemporary Amperex Technology, thisyear’s biggest list-
ing worldwide. But hardly any Indian company is at the cutting edge of generative
artificialintelligence or new-age transport solutions. Losses and troubles are mount-
ingat Ola Electric Mobility,withits shares having collapsed by two-thirds since August.
Overseas institutions have also cut theirownership of India’s largest companies toa
15-yearlow.Yet suchisthe local investor’s fearof missingout that even unlisted shares
of a humdrum capital-market utility are being pitched in the informal market at
around 70 times ecamings.

That brings us back to cement: If the investment industry can prop up a sector
that’sslowtogamer revenue from clunkyassets,and mediocre whenitcomestoearn-
ing a return on equity, then it can surely drum up a much higher level of excitement
around businesses that are more amenable to storytelling, such as defence? Sure
enough, following the recent military clash between India and Pakistan, the sectoris
trading at a price-to-earnings multiple of around 50.

More than excess liquidity, it’s the stories that are driving India’s lofty valuations.
Some of them may be easier to follow. Others may have convoluted plots. But all of
them have Bollywood-style happy endings.
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Akasa Air signals expansion with 100 flights from Navi Mumbai

——
Our Bureau
Mumbal

Akasa Air will commence op-
erations at Navi Mumbai air-
port with a hundred-plus
weekly domestic departures,
it said on Friday after signing
a memorandum of under-
standing with the airport.

The Navi Mumbai airport
is expected to open in August
end but no date has been fi-
nalised yet.

Akasa Air will scale up its
operations to 300-plus do-
mestic and 50-plus interna-
tional departures per week in
the winter schedule provid-
ing additional air connectiv-
ity to Mumbai metropolitan

region. The airline has 32
daily departures from Mum-
bai and those it will continue
to maintain with no plans of
any consolidation of opera-
tions. Akasa Air will focus on
connecting tier-11 cities from
Navi Mumbai.

“No airline in India will
have a larger percentage of
its fleet and operations based

out of Navi Mumbai interna-
tional airport than Akasa
Air,” its Chief Executive Of-
ficer Vijay Dube said.

Dube said the partnership
with Adani group-run Navi
Mumbai airport supports the
airline’s commitment to sup-
plement existing capacities
and unlock new demand
centres.
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Pay 5k or miss
- -
minor sisters
“| "wo minor sisters were
asked by Akasa Air
ground staff at Kolkata air-
port to pay Rs 5,000 in cash
as ‘unaccompanied minor
fees’ or risk missing their
Ahmedabad flight. Alleged-

ly, there wasnodocument to
supporttheclaim.P2
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Fork out 35,000 or miss flight, airline

tells 9-year-old, 17-year-old sisters

Carrier Declines UPI, Insists On Cash Payment As ‘Unaccompanied Minor Fee’

Tamaghna.Banerjee
@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: A Kolkata-Ahmed-
abad flight turned intoa night-
mare for two sisters, Mahira
(9) and Manyata (17), after air-
line ground staff asked them
to pay Rs 5,000 in cash for the
‘unaccompanied minor fees'
for the nine-year-old girl or
risk missing the flight. The
airline claimed the 17-year-old
couldn’'t qualify as an adult as
shewasyettobel8,

They were scheduled to bo-
ard Akasa Airlines flight QP
1926to Ahmedabad, wherethe-
ir mother awaited them. Ho-
wever, the journey took a trau-
matic turn at the airline’s
check-in counter.

There were two cousins of
the young girls who were fly-
ing on a separate airline but
were checking in around the
same time and had offered to
pay the money through UPL
However, the airline staff de-
manded the money in cash,
claiming the counter was clo-
sed and that no QR code could
be generated. The Kids finally
managed to pool in funds and

A file photo of Mahira and Many-
ata with their mother Shalini

Dugar .

pay up, after which they were
allowed to board.

In India, some airines
charge an ‘unaccompanied
minor fee' for children aged
between five and 12 years on
the date of travel for certain
assistance services from the
airline crew. A parent or guar-
dian is required to complete a
signed ‘unaccompanied ' mi-
norform’atthepointof check-
in. The form must include the
name and contact numbers of
the parent or guardian (above

We have no problem in paying the fee if it is

legitimate and announced in advance at the
time of booking. But we demand an ex-

planation, apology, refund, and disciplinary
action against the staff who caused emotional
distress and trauma to my daughters

Shalini Dugar | wmonuer

theageof 18) whowill meet the
unaccompanied minor at the
pointof arrival.

In this case, the family said
no documentation or written
policy was provided to sup-
port this claim. At the Ahmed-
abad airport, there was repor-
tedly no ID verification of the
recelving parent, further cont-
radicting the rationale for the
fee, the family alleged.

TOI reached out to Akasa,
who was yet to send a response
till late on Friday “They were
simply told to pay or miss the
flight,” said the girls' mother,
Shalini Dugar. “There was no
explanation, no breakdown of
charges, and no receipt till the
time my elder daughter insis-
ted.”

According to the family,

the two, along with their cou-
sins—both aged 21-—were re-
turning froma vacation in Ne-
pal. They came to Kolkata by
train and stayed at their
grandmother’s place for a
night. They were to board the
flight back home to Ahmed-
abad on Wednesday, where
Shalini was supposed to pick
themup.

“Atthetimeof booking, we
were never told about the
unaccompanied minor fee. In
fact, kids above 12 years are
shown as adults on the boo-
king page. They previously
flew to Bagdogra from Ahmed-
abad with the same airline on
April 26, where no fee was so-
ught. When the kids told them
they didn't have additional
money, they refused to issuea

Simpleey.io

boarding pass. The cousins,
who had finished check-in,
intervened and attempted to
resolve the issue by offering
UPI payment. But the airline
refused, claiming a QR code
couldn’t be generated,” said
Pearl Choradia, the girls'
aunt.

Under duress, the kids fi-
nally paid the money by poo-
ling in funds, after which a bo-
arding pass was issued for Ma-
hira. “We have no problem in
paying the fee if it's legitimate
and announced in advance at
thetimeof booking. Butwede-
mand anexplanation, apology,

-refund, and disciplinary ac-
tion against the staff who cau-
sed emotional distress and
trauma tomy daughters,"” said
Shalini, who lost her husband
ayear and a half ago.

Family members said be-
cause of the family circums.
tances, the children gathered
the courage to travel without
their mother’ “It was a deci-
sion bornout of necessity and
resilience. However, the trau-
matic experience they faced
has left them deeply shaken,”
Choradia added.
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Lonavala’s scenic hills welc
a new era of luxeliving

Sahyadri hills and tranquilli a, Log-houses
of Pawna lake, this upscale project sits  ave alifespan of almost 100 years, and

ona3s0-acre land that delivers splen.  these can be ready-to-move-in within a
e : E % the essence of relaxed lifestyle liv-
lnsmwmumm

span of six months with a pre-fab Take, for instance, the Russian Izba dom-‘mln“ e i

wooden house with a thickness of House. Spread over a minimum ?

200mm, A ew vllas are ully con: mhm‘:mltn:mhes—nm‘:: oo (o providR S styllsh, -
ready to move a spacious villa with a con- this luxury project features an appeal-
with necessary num“uoflo . ft along

The project has a well-thought-out lay gym'“n g NM&MMNF

chitectural features and quality finish-  array of architectural styles and lay-
es throughout.” w&uchmﬂmedmneetthemw
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Ahmedabad

-

Airportgets L-4 |
- -
accreditation for
user experience |

Ahmedabad: The Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel Interna-
tional (SVPI) airport, Ah-
medabad, announced on
Friday that it received Le-
vel4 accreditation by the ‘
Airports Council Interna-
tional (ACI) for improved
customer experience.

This recognition places
SVPI airport among a select
group of airports globally
and third in India forenhan-
ced customer experience
The accreditation evaluates
multiple parameters, inclu
ding airport culture, gover-
nance, operational impro-
vement, measurement, cus-
tomer strategy, and custo-
mer understanding.

Key initiatives behind
the accreditation include
thedigitisation of SOPs, the
launch of Digi Yatra, seif-
baggage drop and increa-
sing baggage handling from
60010 1,600 bags perhour:

Simpleey.io | Page 33 of 132


https://simpleey.io/

adani 07 Jun, 2025

The Times of India « 07 Jun « Adani Group « Adani Airports Holdings Ltd. (AAHL)
Akasa Air unveils flight plans for Navi Mum airport

1,4 - PG 124 - Sqcm 702108 - AVE 2.74M « Cir Bottom Left,Middle Left

Mumbai

Ahsalhlvels

port opens. The airline said
it will start with 15 daily do-
it to over 40 domestic and 8-

om the new airport. P4
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IGI runway closure to
hit 200 flights daily
round 200 flights could be
[\ impacted daily whenrun-
way 10/28 of the Indira Gand-
hi International Airport is
closed for upgrade between
Junelsand Sept15.P12
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Three-Month Runway Closure At
|Gl May Impact 200 Flights Daily

Upgrade To Benefit Flyers In Fog Season When Visibility Goes Down Considerably

Priyangi Agarwal &
Ananya Neel Mani| tun

New Delhi: Flight operations
will be impacted at Indira
Gandhi International Airport
when runway 10/28 is closed
from June 15 to Sept 15 for up-
gradation. However, airport
operator Delhi International
Airport Limited clarified that
only around 200 flights could
be impacted daily. It has coordi-
nated with airlines to resche-
dule 86 flights every day after
cancelling 114 daily arrivals or
departures during the period.

DIALCEO Videh Kumar Ja-
ipuriar said on Friday that the
upgradation work was likely to
take around three months but
would eventually benefit flyers
in the fog season when visibili-
ty isreduced considerably.

The runway is being closed
to make it CAT-IIIB compliant
to facilitate operations during
dense fog in Delhi's winter It
was first closed for upgrades in
Apriland May, but caused dela-
ysof hundreds of daily flights.
Worsened by prevalenceof eas-
terly winds, which lowered the
hourly landing capacity from
42to32flights per hour, therun-
way had to be reopened to faci-
litate peak season flights.

Delhi airport operates with
four runways: 27/9, 10/28,
29R/NLand 29L/11R. DIAL said
when runway 10/28 remains
closed, runway 29R/11L will
handle departures, 20L/11R will
manage arrivals and runway
27/9 will serve both arriving
and departing flights. During
westerly winds, the three rema-
ining runways can accommo-

MINIMAL
DISRUPTION?

Runway 10/28 will be closed
from June 15 to Sept 15 for
ILS upgrade and making it
CAT-H1IB compliant

Remaining three runways
will remain operational

When this runway was
closed in April-May, scores
of flyers were hit when the
wind direction changed
from westerly to easterly

DIAL says it has
coordinated with airlines
and other stakeholders
to minimise the
inconvenience this time

IMPACT ON
FLIGHTS FROM
JUNE 15 TO SEPT 15

Number of daily arrival
slots impacted due to
reduced capacity: 200

Number of slots adjusted
from peak hours to
non peak hours: 86

Number of slots curtailed
from peak hours: 114

sLoT AtEUSTMENT FOR
< ARRIVALS
Number of Number of
daily arrival daily arrival
slots before slots after
adjustment adjustment
Ahmedabad
21 Y 19
Patna
13 e 12
Guwahati
I3 12
Bengaluru
38 36
Chennai
20 -+ 19
Kolkata
22 -+ 21
Mumbai
56 < 54

Note: If a flight faifs to
arrive, departure
won't be apliicable

date 42 arrivals and 42 departu-
res per hour. However, when
easterly winds prevail, the de-
parture capacity remains at 42
per hour while the arrival capa-
city reduces to32 per-hour.

Jaipuriar said Delhi airport
handled around 1,450 flights dai-
Iy of which around 7.5% could
be cancelled in the affected pe-
riod. Normally, the airport sees
an average of 35% cancella-
tions, “It is just a little bit more
than the normal average. It will
not significantly disrupt the ope-
rations,” Jaipuriar said. He said
after consultation with all stake-
holders, more flights have been
shifted from peak hours to non-
peak hours. “The difference is
that the last time, we did not re-
schedule the flights, and there
were delays due to the cascading
effect,” said Jaipuriar:

DIAL earlier said that du-
ring peak fog season, only 15
flights landed every houronthe
only CAT-3B compliant run-
way, but this upgradation work
would double that number,

DIAL said flights from big air-
ports wouldn't face a major im-
pact. For instance, the number of
arrivalsfrom Mumbai would only
reduce from 56 to 54 per day and
from Bengaluru, 38 to 36 daily
“Thesameflights thatarriveatan
airport fly back. Henoe the same
number of departures are impac-
ted,” Jaipuriar explained.

Jaipuriar revealed that
every hour of fog disruption
took over three subsequent ho-
urs for operations to become
normal because of safety issu-
es because the space between
two flights had to be maintai-
ned ataspecificlevel.
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Delhi

IGI runway closure to
hit 200 flights daily

round 200 flights could
/ \be impacted daily when
runway 10/28 of the Indira
Gandhi International Air-
port isclosed for upgrade be-
tweenJunelsand Sept15.P2
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Three-Month Runway Closure At
|Gl May Impact 200 Flights Daily

Upgrade To Benefit Flyers In Fog Season When Visibility Goes Down Considerably

Priyangi Agarwal &
Ananya Neel Mani | ran

New Delhi: Flight operations
will be impacted at Indira
Gandhi International Airport
when runway 10/28 is closed
from June 15 to Sept 15 for up-
gradation. However, airport
operator Delhi International
Airport Limited clarified that
only around 200 flights could
be impacted daily: Ithas coordi-
nated with airlines to resche-
dule 86 flights every day after
cancelling 114 daily arrivals or
departures during the period.

DIALCEO Videh Kumar Ja-
ipuriar said on Friday that the
upgradation work was likely to
take around three months but
would eventually benefit flvers
in the fog season when visibili-
ty isreduced considerably.

The runway is being closed
to make it CAT-IIIB compliant
to facilitate operations during
dense fog in Delhi’s winter: It
was first closed for upgrades in
April and May, but caused dela-
vs of hundreds of daily flights.
Worsened by prevalence of eas-
terly winds, which lowered the
hourly landing capacity from
42to32flights per hour, the run-
way had to be reopened to faci-
litate peak season flights.

Delhi airport operates with
four runways: 27/9, 10/28,
29R/11Land 29L/11R. DIAL said
when runway 10/28 remains
closed, runway 29R/1L will
handledepartures, 29L/11R will
manage arrivals and runway
27/9 will serve both arriving
and departing flights. During
westerly winds, the three rema-
ining runways can accommo-

MINIMAL
DISRUPTION?

Runway 10/28 will be closed
from June 15 to Sept 15 for
ILS upgrade and making it
CAT-11IB compliant

Remaining three runways
will remain operational

When this runway was
closed in April-May, scores
of flyers were hit when the
wind direction changed
from westerly to easterly

DIAL says it has
coordinated with airlines
and other stakeholders
to minimise the
inconvenience this time

IMPACT ON
FLIGHTS FROM
JUNE 15 TO SEPT 15

Number of daily arrival
slots impacted due to
reduced capacity: 200

Number of slots adjusted
from peak hours to
non peak hours: 86

Number of slots curtailed
from peak hours: 114

-2
1]k
10

SLOT ADJUSTMENT FOR
< ARRIVALS
Number of Number of
daily arrival daily arrival
slots before slots after
adjustment adjustment
Ahmedabad
21 -+ 19
Patna
13 - 12
Guwahati
13 - 12
Bengaluru
38 36
Chennai
20 - 19
Kolkata
22 -+ 21
Mumbai
56 < 54
Note: If a flight fails to
arrive, departure
won't be apllicable

date 42 arrivals and 42 departu-
res per hour However, when
easterly winds prevail, the de-
parture capacity remains at 42
per hour while the arrival capa-
city reduces to 32 per hour:
Jaipuriar said Delhi airport
handled around 1,450 flights dai-
Iy of which around 7.5% could
be cancelled in the affected pe-
riod. Normally, the airport sees
an average of 35% cancella-
tions. “It is just a little bit more
than the normal average. It will
not significantly disrupt the ope-
rations,” Jaipuriar said. He said
after consultation with all stake-
holders, more flights have been
shifted from peak hours to non-
peak hours. “The difference is
that the last time, we did not re-
schedule the flights, and there
were delays due to the cascading
effect,” said Jaipuriar
DIAL earlier said that du-
ring peak fog season, only 15
flightslanded every houronthe
only CAT-3B compliant run-
way, but this upgradation work
would double that number.
DIAL said flights from bigair-
ports wouldn't face a major im-
pact. For instance, the number of
arrivals from Mumbaiwould only
reduce from 56 to 54 per day and
from Bengaluru, 38 to 36 daily
“Thesame flights thatarriveatan
airport fly back. Hence the same
number of departures are impac-
ted,” Jaipuriarexplained.
Jaipuriar revealed that
every hour of fog disruption
took over three subsequent ho-
urs for operations to become
normal because of safety issu-
es because the space between
two flights had to be maintai-
ned at aspecificlevel.
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Delhi

Fork out 35,000 or miss flight, airline
tells sisters, 9 & 17, as both are minors

Airline Insists On Cash Payment ol e eyt

cation of the receiving par-

As ‘Unaccompanied Minor Fee’

@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: A Kolkata-Ahmeda-
bad flight turned intoa night-
mare for two sisters, Mahira
(9)and Manyata (17), after air-
line ground staff demanded
Rs 5,000 in cash as an “unac-
companied minor fee" for the
younger girl, warning that
failure to pay would result in
them missing the flight. The
airline claimed the 17-yvear-
old didn’t qualify as an adult
asshe had not yet turned 18,
The sisters were sched-
uledtoboard Akasa Airlines
flight QP 1926 to Ahmeda-
bad, where their mother

awaited them. But at the
check-in counter, the jour-
ney took adistressing turn.
Two of their cousins
both aged 21 — were flying a
separate airline but were
checking in around the same
time and offered to pay the fee
through UPIL. However, air-
line staff allegedly insisted
onacashpayment,sayingthe
counter wasclosedandnoQR
code could be generated. The
children managed to pool in
funds and pay, after which
they were allowed to board.
Some airlines in India
charge an "“unaccompanied
minor fee” for children aged
between 5 and 12 for specific

A file photo of Mahira & Manyata
with their mother Shalini Dugar

assistance services. The poli-
cyrequiresaparentorguard-
ian above 18 to fill in an “un-
accompanied minor form™ at
check-in, with contact de-
tails of the person receiving
thechild at thedestination.
In this case, the family
said no such documentation
was provided, and at Ahme-

ent, further undermining
therationale behind the fee.
TOI reached out to Akasa
for a response, but none was
received till the time of going
to press. “They were simply
told to pay or miss the flight,”
said thegirls'mother, Shalini
Dugar. “No explanation, no
breakdown of charges, and
no receipt was given until
my elder daughter insisted.”
The family said the giris
had travelled from Nepal
with their cousins, stayed a
night in the West Bengal capi-
tal, and were flying home.
“Wedon't mind payingalegit-
imate fee, but we deserve an
explanation, an apology; a re-
fund and action against those
responsible for distressing
the children,” Shalini added.
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BIZMAN WHO
TIPPED CUSTOMS
OFF ATTACKED
IN MAZGAON

MUMBAL: A businessman from
Mazgaon was attacked by
unknown people on Thursday,
purportedly because his tip-offs
about illegal smuggling rackets
operating out of Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj International
Airport (CSMIA) resulted in sev-
cral arrests by the Customs
department.

Motorists on the Bhagwan
Adinath Road in Mazgaon
alerted the Byculla police on
Thursday evening of a group
attacking a man who laid in his
blood. The victim was identified
as Mohammed Aslam Patel.
Constable Uday Vichare said
Patel suffered grievous head
injuries. There was also an iron
rod lying next to him, he added.

Patel was rushed to the JJ
Hospital from where he was
shifted to the Saifee Hospital.
“We have been told that he gave
a tip-off about people who smug-
gled cosmetics and gold from
foreign countries. Based on this,
the Customs department seized
goods and made arrests,” said a
police officer. The accused alleg-
edly hired a contract killer. The
police are tracing the accused
through CCTV cameras.

VINAY DALVI

1.IM « Cir
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AKASA AIR ALSO
ANNOUNCES
FLIGHT OPS FROM
NAVI AIRPORT

MUMBAL: Akasa Air on Friday
said it is set to begin commer-
cial flight operations from the
upcoming Navi Mumbai Inter-
national Airport (NMIA). The
decision came a week after
IndiGo’s announcement to
launch flights from NMIA.

Initially, the airline will oper-
ate over 100 domestic depar-
tures per week and will increase
the number to over 300 domes-
tic departures and over 50 inter-
national departures per week in
the winters.

In an attempt to broaden its
network, the airline is also set to
increase its parking capacity to
10 bases by the end of financial
year 2027, Their focus is on
international expansion into
key Middle Eastern and South-
cast Asian markets.

Vinay Dube, founder and
CEO, Akasa Air said, “Our foray
into NMIA is a strategic step
aligned with Akasa Air’s long-
term vision to build a future-
ready airline.” HYTC
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Fuel extraction from sunken ship to begin June 9

Vishnu Varma
letters@hindustantimes com

KOCHI: The work on extracting
marine diesel and furnace oil
from the fuel tanks of the
sunken Liberia-flagged cargo
vessel MSC ELSA 3 will begin
on June 9, a senior shipping
official said on Friday.

The cargo vessel, on its way
to Kochl port from the Vizhin-
jam International Seaport, had
developed a 26-degree star-
board list and subsequently

sank around 14.5 nautical miles
off the Kerala coast on the
morning of May 25. While the
24 foreign crew members
onboard were rescued ina joint
operation by the Indian Navy
and the Indian Coast Guard
(ICG), the incident triggered
fears of an oil spill.

A senior shipping official,
who did not wish to be named.
sald a team of expert deep-sea
diving personnel are slated to
advance to the region where
the ship sank on June 9 and

begin operations on extracting
the fuel.

“The priority right now is to
plug the leaks, if any, of the oil
and diesel from the tanks and
ensure that it does not spill into
the sea. If it leaks, the oil will
corrode, resulting in damage to
the marine environment,” the
official said,

“First, the leaks will be
plugged and later the oil will be
taken out. The fuel tanks are
punctured and the oil
extracted. IU's a complicated

process for which proper pro-
tocol has to be followed.”

According to a defence min-
istry statement after the ves-
sel's capsizing, the ship had
84.44 metric tonnes of diesel
and 367.1 metric tonnes of fur-
nace oil in its tanks.

The diving vessel to be used
in the operation has already
reached Kochli, the official said.
“The deadline for removing the
fuel and oil from the ship is
July 3. We are confident we can
doit,” he said.
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Divers to start plugging leaks,

Vishnu Varma
letters@hindustantimes com

KOCHI: The work on extracting
the marine diesel and furnace oil
from the fuel tanks of the sunken
Liberia-flagged cargo vessel MSC
ELSA 3 will begin on June 9, a
senior shipping official said on
Friday.

The cargo vessel, on its way to
Kochi port from the Vizhinjam
International Seaport, had devel-
oped a 26-degree starboard list
and subsequently sank around
14.5 nautical miles from the Ker-
ala coast on the morning of May
25. While all the 24 foreign crew
members were rescued in joint
operations by the Indian Navy
and the Indian Coast Guard
(ICG), dozens of containers from
among the 643 onboard the ves-
sel were scattered in the sea,
Over 50 of them, mostly empty,
have since then drifted to Ker-
ala’s coast. At least 12 containers,
filled with dangerous goods such
as calcium carbide, and another
filled with rubber chemicals
continue to be under the sea,
along with the ship’s debris,

The senior official, who did
not want to be named, said a
team of expert deep-sea diving
personnel are slated to advance
to the region where the ship
sank on Monday and begin oper-
ations on extract the fuels,

“The priority right now is to
plug the leaks, if any, of the oil
and diesel from the tanks and
ensure that it does not spill into
the sea. If it leaks, the oil will cor-
rode, resulting in damage to the
marine environment. First, the

25601 « AVE
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An official said that the deadline for removing the fuel and oil from the ship is July 3. »

leaks will be plugged and later
the oil will be taken out. The fuel
tanks are punctured and the oil
extracted. It's a complicated
process for which proper proto-
col has to be followed,” the offi-
cial, based in Mumbai, said.

According to a defence minis-
try statement, the ship was
loaded with 84.44 MT of diesel
and 367.1 MT of furnace oil.

The diving vessel, he said, has
already reached Kochi and the
personnel, armed with all the
gear, will move towards the ship
capsize region on June 9. “The
deadline for removing the fuel
and ofl from the ship is July 3.
We are confident we can do it.”
he said.

The shipping official con-
firmed that the capsized vessel is
currently in the Arabian Seaata
depth of 51 metres and that its

GPS coordinates were confirmed
through sonar surveys by a pre-
liminary assessment team, The
containers, many still held in the
cargo hold of the ship and others
which have sunk, are within a
I-kilometre radius where fishing
operations are currently prohib-
ited. He said the current location
of the ship below the sea and its
debris do not pose obstacles to
the movement of other shipping
vessels.

“The removal of the ship and
the containers will take more
time. The work will start only
after the monsoon,” the official
said, underlining that the oil spill
following the capsizing of the
vessel has been completely han-
died.

Captain Jamal Afsal Rahman,
who was the commanding offi-
cer of the initial team which

visited the spot last week to
assess the ship’s location and
condition, had said that if the
heavy fuel oil (HFO) from the
vessel tank were to leak out into
the sea, it would be a “disaster”.

“The HFO is just like tar, This
tar is heated and used as oil in
the vessel. If itcomes out into the
sea, it can become small, small
particles and drift towards the
coast. It will result in severe
obstacles for tourism, fishing
and even general movement of
boats,” Rahman was quoted tell-
ing a local media platform.

He said the extraction of the
HFO and the diesel from the ship
should be the urgent concern of
the authorities, followed by the
clearing of the ship’s debris and
the containers.

While a salvage firm known
as T&T Salvage has been
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extracting oil from next week

appointed to deal with the ship
debris and the containers, it has
been on standby due to inclem-
ent weather over the past week
and the need to extract the fuel.

Senior shipping and Mercan-
tile Marine Department (MMD)
officials had told reporters last
week that of the 13 containers
loaded with hazardous substan-
ces, five were on the deck and
the others in the cargo hold. The
calcium carbide is located within
200-litre drums inside the con-
tainers and are reported to be
stable.

Place in public domain
details of cargo in vessel:
Kerala HC to state

On Thursday, the Kerala high
court had asked the state to
place in public domain, through
its website, the details of the
cargo loaded on the vessel and
the impact it could have on the
marine environment.

The division bench of chief
Justice Nitin Jamdar and justice
Basant Balaji directed the gov-
ernment to inform if such an
information has been relayed
through its website. The direc-
tions came in response to a writ
petiton filed by Congress leader
and former MP TN Prathapan.

As per the list of inventory
released by the state govern-
ment, the cargo vessel was cary-
ing cashew nuts, Brazil nuts and
coconuts. Among other items
were cotton, plastic pellets used
in the manufacture of plastic
products, green tea bags, news-
print, art boards, dried legumi-
nous vegetables and cinnamon.
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IGI runway work set
to hit 200 flights daily

Jasjeev Gandhiok and
Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: Delhi's Indira Gan-
dhi International (IGI) airport
will cancel 114 flights daily and
reschedule another 86 during a
three-month runway closure
from June 15 to September 15,
airport operator Delhi Interna-
tional Airport Limited (DIAL)
announced on Friday.

The plan, developed after
detailed deliberations with air-
lines and other stakeholders,
aims to prevent a repeat of the

widespread chaos that erupted
in April when the same runway
maintenance work was
attempted without adequate
coordination.

The airport typically handles
close to 1,450 flights daily,
meaning around 7.8% of all
flights will be cancelled on a
daily basis—marginally above
the typical 3-4% daily flight
cancellations. “So this is just
marginally above average,”
DIAL CEO Videh Kumar Jai-
puriar said. He said, “We are
better prepared now for this
exercise.” P4

07 Jun, 2025
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200 flights will be hit daily
due to IGI runway closure

Jasjeev Gandhiok and
Neha LM Tripathi
Ieuruuhlr;dusl.mumn com

NEW DELHI: Delhi's Indira Gan-
dhi International (IGI) airport
will cancel 114 flights daily and
reschedule another 86 during a
three-month runway closure
from June 15 to September 15,
airport operator Delhi Interna-
tional Airport Limited (DIAL)
announced on Friday.

The plan, developed after
detailed deliberations with air-
lines and other stakeholders,
aims to prevent a repeat of the
widespread chaos that erupted
in April when the same runway
maintenance work was
attempted without adequate
coordination.

DIAL said that while it has
rescheduled 86 flights to non-
peak hours, 114 flights (57 arriv-
als and 57 departures) will be
cancelled daily when runway
28/10 undergoes upgradation
work to make it CAT-I1IB com-
pliant for the upcoming fog sea-
son.

“We are better prepared now
for this exercise and detailed
deliberations and stakeholder

Impact on passengers

Delhi airport will see flight cancellations and changes in schedule

during a 3-month runway closure till Sept 15

100 Impacted fligh slots

57 have been curtailed
from peak hours

Major routes to be hit

From/to Daily | Reduction | Reduction
Airports slots in slots in%
Ahmedabad 42 4 10%
Patna 26 2 8%
Guwahati 26 2 8%
Bengaluru 76 4 5%
Chennai | 40 2 5%
Kolkata 44 2 4%
Mumbai | 112 4 5%

RUNWAY
28/10

flights to be
rescheduled

This means
114 flights to be cancelled
daily. (57 arrivals, 57 dep.)

Why is this happening?

in case of easterly winds—
which caused major problems
in April—they will be able to
handle 42 departures but only
32arrivals.

The period of works will
coincide with the monsoon sea-
son, when wind patterns can
vary and force the airport into
orienting operations for the
easterly winds scenario,

DIAL said flights from major
airports have not been impacted
significantly, with only a 4-8%
reduction in daily flights.

For Mumbai, arrivals will
decrease from 56 to 54; for
Kolkata, from 22 to 2I; for
Ahmedabad, from 21 to 19; for
Bengaluru, from 38 to 36; for
Chennai, from 20 to 19; and for
Patna, from 13 to 12

“The same flights that arrive
atan airport depart back, so the
same number of departures are
also impacted,” Jaipuriar
explained.

Runway 28/10 requires clo-
sure for two key works: making
it CAT-1I1B compliant so flights
can land in very dense fog
spells, and upgrading the exist-
ing Instrument Landing System
(ILS).

Runway 28/10, one of the four

8 : “Even if it finishes by Septem-
runways at the airport, will

ber 15, work will be done before
the festive season starts. Ulti-
mately, it will benefit fliers in

consultations were held in the
last few weeks,” DIAL chief
executive officer Videh Kumar
Jaipuriar said on Friday,

undergo upgradation work to
make it CAT-11IB compliant for

acknowledging that these
adjustments were not made pre-
viously, which led to the April
chaos.

The first attempt to upgrade
runway 28/10 in April had to be
aborted within four weeks after
flight schedules descended into
chaos. The airport became una-
ble to handle its daily load of
flights, a situation made worse
due to unseasonably high spells
of easterly winds, which
reduced the hourly arrival rate
from 42 flights per hour to 32
flights per hour.

The month of May is
regarded as the peak of the
summer season, including vaca-
tion travel, followed by travel
surges in the pre-winter and
winter months that feature a
number of festivals and the
wedding season.

the upcoming fog season

Operations on runway 28/10
resumed on May 6, almost a
month after it shut down, fol-
lowing directions from the min-
istry of civil aviation (MoCA)
citing passenger inconvenience,
The ministry had directed that
upgradation work resume in
June with proper planning.

“For every one hour where
flights are delayed, it takes three
hours for the flight schedule to
become normal, as there is a
cascading effect on the remain-
ing schedule,” Jaipuriar
explained, highlighting why
proactive cancellations are nec-
essary this time,

The airport typically handles
close to 1,450 flights daily,

meaning around 7.8% of all
flights will be cancelled on a
daily basis—marginally above
the typical 3-4% daily flight can-
cellations. “So this is just mar-
ginally above average,” Jaipur-
iar said.

The plan involves shifting
more flights from peak hours to
non-peak hours to reduce possi-
ble impact during the closure
period. “Earlier, we were seeing
only 25-26 flights landing in
some off-peak hours,” Jaipuriar
said, explaining how better dis-
tribution of flight movements
will help manage the con-
straints.

Key domestic airlines -
IndiGo, Air India, SpiceJet and

Akasa Air - did not respond to
requests for a comment,

Officials close to the matter,
who asked not to be named,
revealed that IndiGo will be
cancelling 33 daily flights, while
Air India will have to cancel 25
flights daily.

Delhi airport operates four
runways: 27/9, 28/10, 29R/1IL
and 29L/11R. Following closure
of 28/10, runway 29R/1IL will
handle departures, 29L/1IR will
handle all arrivals, and runway
27/9 will be hybrid, handling
both arrivals and departures.

If westerly winds prevail, the
three operational runways will
handle 42 arrivals and 42 depar-
tures each per hour. However,
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the fog season, when visibility
becomes extremely low,” Jai-
puriar said.

Currently, during peak fog
conditions, only 15 flights can
land every hour on the airport’s
only CAT-III B compliant run-
way. This upgrade work will
allow 30 flights to land every
hour, significantly improving
winter operations when Delhi’s
dense fog typically causes wide-
spread flight delays.

DIAL said it shared a slot
adjustment plan with airlines
on April 25, with airlines pro-
viding feedback in the first and
second weeks of May. The final-
ised slots and plan were submit-
ted to the ministry on May 22
and subsequently to the Direct-
orate General of Civil Aviation,
which evaluated and approved
the plan.
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200 flights will be hit daily
due to IGI runway closure

Jasjeev Gandhiok and
Neha LM Tripathi

letters @ hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: Delhi’s Indira Gan-
dhi International (IGI) airport
will cancel 114 flights daily and
reschedule another 86 during a
three-month runway closure
from June 15 to September 15,
airport operator Delhi Interna-
tional Airport Limited (DIAL)
announced on Friday.

The plan, developed after
detailed deliberations with air-
lines and other stakeholders,
aims to prevent a repeat of the
widespread chaos that erupted
in April when the same runway
maintenance work was
attempted without adequate
coordination.

DIAL said that while it has
rescheduled 86 flights to non-
peak hours, 114 flights (57 arriv-
als and 57 departures) will be
cancelled daily when runway
28/10 undergoes upgradation
work to make it CAT-11IB compli-
ant for the upcoming fog season.

“We are better prepared now
for this exercise and detailed
deliberations and stakeholder
consultations were held in

Impact on passengers

Delhi airport will see flight cancellations and changes in schedule

have been curtailed
from peak hours

57

during a 3-month runway closure till Sept 15
100 impacted fiight slots

Major routes to be hit

From/to Daily | Reduction | Reduction
Airports slots in slots in%
Ahmedabad | 42 | 4 | 10%

Patna 26 2 8% o
Guwahati | 26 | 2 8%
Bengaluru 76 4 5%

Chennai 40 2 5%
Kolkata 44 2 4%
Mumbai | 112 4 5%

RUNWAY
28/10

flights to be
rescheduled

This means
114 flights to be cancelled
daily. (57 arrivals, 57 dep.)

Why is this happening?

Runway 28/10, one of the four

schedule,” Jaipuriar explained,
highlighting why proactive can-
cellations are necessary this
time.

The airport typically handles
close to 1,450 flights daily, mean-
ing around 7.8% of all flights will
be cancelled on a daily basis—
marginally above the typical
3-4% daily flight cancellations.
“So this is just marginally above
average,” Jaipuriar said.

The plan involves shifting
more flights from peak hours to
non-peak hours to reduce possi-
ble impact during the closure
period.

“Earlier, we were seeing
only 25-26 flights landing in
some off-peak hours,” Jaipuriar
added, explaining how better
distribution of flight movements
will help manage the con-
straints,

Key domestic airlines -
IndiGo, Air India, SpiceJet and
Akasa Air - did not respond to
requests for a comment.

Officials close to the matter,
who asked not to be named,
revealed that IndiGo will be can-
celling 33 daily flights, while Air
India will have to cancel 25
flights daily.

Delhi airport operates four

the last few weeks,” DIAL chief
executive officer Videh Kumar
Jaipuriar said on Friday,
acknowledging that these adjust-

runways: 27/9, 2810, 29R/IL and
29L/1IR. Following closure of
2810, runway 29R/1IL will han-
dle departures, 29L/1IR will han-

runways at the airport, will

undergo upgradation work to
make it CAT-IIIB compliant for

ments were not made previ-
ously, which led to the April
chaos.

The first attempt to upgrade
runway 28/10 in April had to be
aborted within four weeks after
flight schedules descended into
chaos. The airport became una-
ble to handle its daily load of
flights, a situation made worse
due to unseasonably high spells
of easterly winds, which reduced

the upcoming fog season

the hourly arrival rate from 42
flights per hour to 32 flights per
hour.

The month of May is regarded
as the peak of the summer sea-
son, including vacation travel,
followed by travel surges in the
pre-winter and winter months

that feature a number of festivals
and the wedding season.
Operations on runway 28/10
resumed on May 6, almost a
month after it shut down, follow-
ing directions from the ministry
of civil aviation (MoCA) citing
passenger inconvenience. The

ministry had directed that
upgradation work resume in
June with proper planning.
“For every one hour where
flights are delayed, it takes three
hours for the flight schedule to
become normal, as there is a cas-
cading effect on the remaining
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dle all arrivals, and runway 27/9
will be hybrid, handling both
arrivals and departures.

If westerly winds prevail, the
three operational runways will
handle 42 arrivals and 42 depar-
tures each per hour.

However, in case of easterly
winds—which caused major
problems in April—they will be
able to handle 42 departures but
only 32 arrivals,
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Akasa Air to operate flights from
Navi Mumbai from ‘Day One’

“ largestaidine IndiGoannounced  bases by the end of financial year

SIDDHANT KONDUSKAR&  that it will launch operations 2027, with a focused interna-

SUKALP SHARMA from NMIA from day one of the  tional expansion into key Middle

MUMBAI, NEW DELH!, JUNE 6 airport’s commercial operations  Eastern and Southeast Asian
with 18daily flightstomorethan  markets,

INDIA'S YOUNGEST majorairline 15 cities, which will be scaled up “No airline in India will have
AkasaAirannounced Fridaythat  over the coming months. a larger percentage of its fleet
it will be operating flights from According to the Akasa Air's  and operations based out of
the upcoming Navi Mumbai  co-founder and chief commer-  NMIA than Akasa Air. Enhanced
International Airport (NMIA)  cial officer Praveen Iyer,thecar-  connectivity from Navi Mumbai

from ‘day one’ of the airport’s
commercial operations, which
are likely to start from August-
end. The carrier plans tostartop-
erations at the new airport with
15 domestic flights aday or over
100 flights a week and scale up

rier will continue to operate at
both airports and sees the NMIA
as an extension or proxy to the
capacity-constrained Mumbai
airport as there is massive over-
lap in the catchment areas of
both these airports, and at the

will notonly strengthen our net-
work in the western region but
also help fuel India's economic
engine by improving connectiv-
ity, stimulating regional devel-
opment, and ensuring that the
benefits of aviation-led growth

the operations to over 300 do-  same time, some specificcatch-  reach every corner of the coun-

mestic flights and 50 interna-  ment areas as well. This effec-  try,” said Vinay Dube, founder

tional flightsaweekinthisyear’s  tively means that Akasa Airwill  and CEO of Akasa Air.

winter schedule. also have a major overlap in During the initial phase, the
This will take the numberof  termsofthe destinationsserved ~ NMIA will be able to process 20

daily flights to over 80 cumula-  from both airports in the short  million passengers and 0.5 mil-

tively for the Mumbai and Navi  and medium-term. The airline  lion tonnes of freight per annum.

Mumbai airports. Akasa Air cur-

has no plans in the foreseeable

In due course of time, it is likely

rently operates 32 daily flights  future to divide operations be-  toexpand toa capacity of 90 mil-
from the slot-constrained tweenthetwoairportsbasedon  lion passengers and 3.2 million
Mumbai airport and does not  the geography of destinations.  tonnes of cargo every year.
plantomove any flights to NMIA. “Inthe shortterm, [don't see AAHL CEO Arun Bansal said
Theairlineand Adani Airport  very many unique destinations  that Akasa Air’s rapid growth and
Holdings Ltd (AAHL)—operator  created outof NaviMumbaiver-  forward-looking approach makes
of NMIA—on Friday announced ~ susMumbai. Butinthemedium  the airline an ideal partner in
astrategic partnership forcom-  to long term...certainly you're  NMIA’s journey to becoming a
mencementofthecarrier’sflight  looking at multiple options,” lyer  key domestic and international
operations from the greenfield  said in response to a question  hub, “Our collaboration aims to

airport, which will be the second
airport serving the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region and nearby
areas. The announcement
comes a few days after India’s

from The Indian Express during
acall with reporters.

As part of its broader net-
work strategy, the airline is also
set to ramp up to 10 parking

offer a seamless and enhanced
travel experience for millions,
with NMIA playing a central role
in reshaping Mumbai's air con-
nectivity ecosystem,” Bansal said.
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Mumbai

Integrated water
transport terminal to
come up at Targhar

ALOK DESHPANDE
MUMBAI, JUNE 6

IN Abid to promote water trans-
port between Mumbai and Navi
Mumbai, apart from improving
the connectivity to the upcom-
ing Navi Mumbai International
Airport(NMIA), the state govern-
ment has prepared plans to set
up an Integrated Inland Water
Transport Terminal at Targhar
village, which is at a distance of
1.2 kilometres from the upcom-
ing airport at the southern bank
of Panvel creek. The terminal will
not only facilitate movement of
passengers, visitors and employ-
ees, but also cargo between south
Mumbai and Navi Mumbai.

Earlier this week, City and
Industrial Development
Corporation (CIDCO) made a
presentation of the possible proj-
ect site to Maharashtra's ports
department. As per the presen-
tation, the access tonearly 5to 7
acres of the site will be made
through a proposed coastal road
and it will cross Amra Marg (a
road near the airport) throughan
underpass and will reach via
service road of Amra Marg. The
project would require CRZ clear-
ance. The said coastal road is 7-
km long (5.8 kilometres for the
main alignment and 1.2 km for
the airport link) and construction
workis likely tobe completed by
September 2026.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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As per the presentation, the
distance via waterways to other
inland water terminals in prox-
imity to the proposed site is less
than other modes of transport.
Thedistance to Gateway of India
and new ferry wharf via road is
nearly 41 km and 37 km respec-
tively while that via waterway is
24 km and 20 km. The Sassoon
Docks and Yogayatan Port via
road is 43 km and 24 km which
via waterway is 26 km and 10
km, respectively. The proposed
terminal also aims to connect
Mandwa, Karanja and Rewas
terminals which are at81km, 35
km and 79 km via road. Using
waterways, the distance will be
reduced to 32 km, 30km and 32
km, respectively. With speed via
waterwaysis 30-40 km per hour,
the south Mumbai can be
reached from the terminal
within 30-40 minutes.

The estimated traffic forecast
for the terminal is 1,270 passen-
gers per day initially which is es-
timated to grow at 14,300 per day
in 30-35 years. “Based on traffic
forecast, there is demand for de-
velopment of IWT at Targhar in

[}
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Navi Mumbai with development
ofinternational airport and inte-
gration between various modes
of transport,” said the official.
The proposed terminal will
have 230 metres of water
frontage with a capacity of 40 to
80 passenger boats. The
Terminal Jetty Apron will have a
30 ft X 750 ft asphalt circulation
area (225 square metres) with a
large movable gangway for
boarding ferries and vessels. A
multi-use recreational area
(14,000 square metres) will have
seating arrangements for locals

onanerindianaynroceanm s s =

and visitors. The Integrated
Water Terminal Building (3,000
sqmetres)is designed toaccom-
modate peak trafficof 1,800 pas-
sengers per hour. The Ground
Transportation Area (11,500 sq
metres) includes a parking area
for cars, taxis, buses and other
vehicle circulation, pickup and
drop-off facilities. It also has pro-
vision for movement of emer-
gency vehicles and fuel ferries,
The proposed site was being
used as a fabrication yard for
storing construction material,
which will need upgrading be-

The distance via
waterways to other
inland water terminals
is less than other

modes of transport

fore becoming operational. The
other terminals and shipyards
near the site include Seawoods
IWT terminal, rock and reef ship-
yard and Belapur creek wharf,

“It was a very primary pres-
entation where the idea to pro-
mote water transport was dis-
cussed. We will get more inputs
on this, discussions will be held,
and further development of the
project will take place,” said an
official from the CIDCO.

The Maharashtra Maritime
Board (MMB) will oversee the
construction of the terminal.
Ports minister Nitesh Rane, after
the meeting on Monday, had
said he has directed the officials
to prepare a formal proposal and
initiate work on acquiring nec-
essary permissions.
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he world worries about environmental
fisher folk are more concerned about indi

Chennai « Kochi « Kolkata « Bengaluru

A sunken ship and a

Sreenivasan, an 80-year-old fisherman,
stands near a granite memorial as he
recalls the fury of the sea 21 years ago.

ee

sea of worries

On May 25, a container ship sank off the coast of Kerala. While all the 24 crew members were rescued. some of

icular |nudcnl John L. Paul finds that (h

of untreated pollutants

Fighting poor visibility, strong gales, a sea
swell, and the debris and containers floating
around the vessel, the rescuers brought 21 mem-

‘The container ship that sank offthe coast
of Kerala on May 25. All the 24 crew
‘members were rescued. P

dreds of tonnes of mineral sand that are being
mined every day” from the coastal areas in Kera-
12 o hateics, for boememerclal e, T
discriminate mining has led to  fall in ca(ch of

i ist. 1
Iso a fisherman, but I took a break from it
due to some health issues.” He says the price of
fish will probably increase in the next few days
as the government has imposed curbs on
fishis
Sreekumar says soon after the ship sank most
tions of hreat
to the fishing sector and of “pollution” in 2 ihe sk
without any thought or research. “But the same
ia ofen ignores the indiscriminate dumping
of untreated pollutzms by factories, other esta-
blishments, and households into water bodies
and the sea off the coast of Kerala,” he complains.
reekumar echoes Srinivasan in saying that
mlnerzl sand mining has made matters worse. He
says there is fear that “a Somalia-like situation”
will occur a few decades down the line, due to
the unregulated exploitation of coastal and ma-
rine resources and worsening instances of pollu-
uon “All these are impacting the State’s once-
fisheries seclor despite all the talk of a
blue economy,” he fea
V.. Sebastian lsgeneml convener of the Chel
Vedi.

ganisations that s spearheading the demand for

robust seawalls along the Chellanam-Kochi coast

o prevent the sea from destroying more houses

inthe area.

the containers and pollutants from the vessel
wed clear of the Kochi coast.

“still, danger lurks in the form of many tonnes
of colourless plastic nurdles that spilled out of
many of the containers in Kerala’s southern dis-

tricts. The ones on the coast can be cleared, but
the rest would have ended up in the sea. Some
pcuple fear that fish may eat the nurdles and this

pe

ople consuming those fish;” he

Already, many people are refusing to eat fish
and this is affecting the livelihood of fishers, he
says. “Apart from increasing compensation for
fishers’ families, the State and Centre must also
salvage the containers that toppled into the sea
and lhose that remain on the ship. Otherwise,

and others who consume fish, The govemment
must also inspect sea water samples every day to
rule out contamination,” he says.

many fish varieties, an
ponnan, from the All ndia Fishermen Con
gress, says the waste and pollution threat from
the hipis onlythe aest n a seresof probiens
that the fisher folk are
S v v s ik STl e
the coast. Chemicals, sewage, and other waste

Many people are reluctant to. pnrch.u fish
from because of

of the issue. This is despite the fact that
incidents of ‘fish Kill" have not been reported
anywhere along the Kerala coast after the
sinking of the ship

BINUPONNAN

On December 26, 2004, a tsunami | Dangerlurks | bers of the crew to Kochi. Warnings were issued | are dumped into the sea from the State’s coast. ppesia deric prakdans AN il Tbarmen Congrnt
i it iousin- | in the f 10 other merchant vessels to stay clear of the | The government must take steps to prevent all
tensity, uprooting trees, smashing buildings, and | of many area, add defence sources. this since it has been affecting the fisheries sector | Apart from Kerala's southern districts, there
sweepingaway thousands of people. At the fisher | (i o On the morning of May 25, shortly after the | and the fragile marine ecosystem,” he says. has been a lull in demand for fish in Kochi, says

hamlet in Arattupuzha at the southern end of
Alappuzha district in Kerala, the tragedy claimed
29 lives. “They included three children from the

last three crew members were rescued, the ship
capsized and sank, along with the containers.
Fisherfolk say they were not worried about the

Ponnan says officials have so far fa]led to clear
mc non-biodegradable and other waste that was
ashore from lhe shlp “The authorities

Ajith, a retail fish seller from Vypeen island, locat-
ed off the Kochi coast. “Many households have
stopped i But

‘same family,” he says, pointing to the memorial. | nurdlesthat | incident until reports about a pollution scare the ship- |, he says.
Soonafter the disaster, a l4-kilometre-long for- | spilled outof | came out and led to a fallin demand for fish. wreck and the fallen containers, so that damage
tressHike seawall came up in Arattupuzha. It was | many of the On May 27, an order issued by the principal | to boats and fishing nets can be prevented even | Compensation to fishers
created with concrete tetrapods, huge boulders, | conainersin | bench of the National Green Tribunalin New Del- | after the fishing ban is lfted, ‘The Kerala Matsyathozhilali Aikya Vedhi (KMAV),
sand bags, and coir geotextiles. Kerala' hi pointed out that the ship was carrying hazar- | He also believes that sections of the media | a trade union of ishers, has demanded that MSC
“Iwo decades later, the people of Arattupuzha ek dous materials such as calcium carbide, oil, and | must shuw restraint in (overil\g the episode i f-
are relying on that seawall to protect themselves, | SCUerm other items. These could seriously impact the fected over the past fortnight.
their houses, and the coast from sea incursion, | diSUricts marine and coastal environment and affect the mese areas because of media coverage of t h KMAV president, Charles George, asks why the
On May 25, the sea claimed a Liberian-flag con- | V-T.SEBASTIAN | biodiversity and water quality of the area, it said. “This vessel that ought to operate amid waves that can
tainer ship, MSC Elsa 3, which was carrying 644 | Generacomencr “On account of wave, wind and current ac- rise upto15 m i height tilted on May 24 and sank
containers, some of which had hazardous ca KochiJanakeeya tions of the waters, these pollutants can travel to | bers in specific areas) have not been reported | on May 25 after encountering waves of a much
367 tonnes of heavy fuel oil; and 64 tonnes of die- | vedi other coastal parts of the country, including | anywhere along the Kerala coast after the sinking | lower height, of al

sel. Since then, a large strip of the Kerala coas-
tline has been littered with plastic, cotton, and
other waste that washed ashore from containers
that fell into the sea from the ship. While there
has been no leakage so far, there are oil patches
around the ship, the Kerala, gnvemmenl said.
Days after the he government
banned fishing wlllnn a Zlhnunczl -mile
(about 37 km) radius of the wreck and pro-
‘mised to give 6 kg of free rice and 21,000 a
month to each of the affected fisher fami-
lies in the districts of Thiruvananthapu-
ram, Kollam, Alappuzha, and Ernakulam,
stretching from the central to the southern
part of the State.
Sreenivasan is unhappy with the com-
pensation. “Each worker in the sector used to
get 2200 as daily compensation whenever the go-
vernment banned fishing due to adverse weather
or other reasons,” he says. “The 21,000 that the
‘government is giving now is a pittance.”
Binu Ponnan, the Alapp\u.ha dlslru:l presldem
of the All India Fisherme
tion that works for ﬁshers welfam and H.Qlls al
50 believes that the compensation is grossly in-
adequate. “The government must sanction at
least 210,000 per fisher’s family per month, to
help them overcome the lu]l in the sector follow-
e says.

Lakshadweep islands, affecting them. The im-
pact on the Lakshadweep island will be severe as
the island cossal wter has high bio-diversity
with corals;” the bend]

Afew days later, Kerala C)uefMlms{eeramyl
Vijayan held a press conference. He quashed
specultion tha s caught offth cost of Kere

ing the myny ‘ammable. caldum. <ot
stowed away in the ship’s cargo hold, remained
submerged and posed no immediate threat.

‘The MSC has appointed the U.S.-based firm,

nfme Shipe hes says.
B. lives in Purakkad in Alappuzha district
and owns two fishing vessels. Driving past the
i i full

“The ship sank less than 30 km off Thotapally,
while the shipping channel is located 50 km
away. In this situation, the captain ought to have
been arrested

coastal
of freshly caught fish, he dismisses concerns
about environmental pollution.

“Reading and seeing some news reports, peo-
ple got scared that fish from the sea may be con-
taminated. But they were scared for barely a
week. The price of kilimeen (pink perch) had no-
sedived to 230 after the ship sunk, and has now
retp o0 e kg. The price of matthi (sar-

p:
. The Ce

steps to ensure ma( the company pays compen-
sation to fishers affected by the incident,” he says.

George points to similar incidents in the Phi-
lippines, South Korea, and France where opera-
tor-owner firms “paid compensation” to the af-
fected people and for cleaning and restoring the
‘marine environment, as per norms laid out by

T&T Salvage, to handle lean-
up operations. T&T will help mitigate the risks
posed by the calchum carbide and rubber con
pounds in the containers

Sources inthe Mercantle Marine

25102300,
ml) isselling for 2220 a kg,” he says, adding that
the sea s vast and is able to handle upheavals.
 After the ship sunk, fisher welfnre organisa-
fish festivals’

say that different types of equipment were mobil
isd for the recovery. These incude bolard pul

boats, underwater scanning and mappi
machinery,allspll esponse and fuel rtrevas
apparatus, among others.

“We have many other worries’

While the precise number of containers that fell
into the sea is yet to be ascertained, the Indian
National Centre for Ocean Information Services
has warned that 45% of them could be washed

across the coast. These were aimed at reassuring
people that fish caught i 4

the

KMAV secretary, N.A. Jain, says he is con-
cerned about ensuring the safety of the 3,800
trawlers, over 1,000 -
board fishing vessels operating off the Kerala
coast. He demands that the State government

and to reinvigorate the fish market.
In the northern part of Kollam, in the Alappad
Azheekal harbour, trawlers and other vessels

50 km away from the State’s coast, to prevent
sinking incidents nearer to the coast, as well as
the collision of ships with fishing vessels.

freshly caught prawns. The catch is cleaned and
stacked in plastic containers, before being taken
to markets and eateries.

K.C. Sreekumar watches the workers. He used
to be known as an environmentalist, but prefers

the Mercantile Marine Department attributed the
sinking to technical failure in ballast-water man-
agement, which ought to ensure the ship’s stabil-
ity, senior officials of fisheries and marine re-
search institutions say three committees, each

g the sinking of the ship,” h ashore. Sreenivasan is not perturbed about the | not to be addressed as one now. He says, “There | headed by civil servants, have been formed to as-
conainers. Intead,he worries abou the “huns | sl et of nature now, o there s hardly any | ses the damage caused by the shipureck to the
‘The sinking of a ship and to

On May 24, the 27:year-old vessel, owned by the
global shipping giant Mediterranean Shipping
Company (MSC), departed the recently inaugu-
rated Vizhinjam port in Thiruvananthapuram
and was en route to Kochi. For the crew of 24 —
comprising a Russian captain, 20 Filipinos, two
Ukranians, and a Georgian - the journey was
supposed to take a day.

By afternoon, the 184-metre-long vessel began
developing a starboard list (‘ilt’ in common par-
lance) when it was sailing off the Thotapally
coast, according to defence sources. By 3.15 p.m.,
the list had increased to a fngmemng 30 degrees.
Containers began to slide off the shi

The crew sent an SOS message, pmmp(mg the

res-

cue ships and a Dornier aircraft, and the Indian
Navy to send two ships. At around 5:15 p.m., Ker-
ala State Disaster Management Authority mem-
ber-secretary Shekhar L. Kuriakose issued a se-
ties of o cips vaming the publc aboue
potentially dangerous cargo in

@b G",)

Granules:

“A joint report will be submifted to the agen-
cies and research institutions concerned. As of
now, there is no cause for alarm since marine pol-

in “fish Kill", which has not been reported so far
along the Kerala coast,” says a high-ranking offi-
cial from one of the institutions.
However, the State government must salvage
the cargo and ol from the container vessel that
an from (e b

who collect plastic and other waste that were
washed ashore, and send the waste for scientific
recycling, he adds.

‘The Chairperson of the Kerala State Pollution
Control Board, Sreekala S., says there is no
“alarming” presence of pollutants in water sam-
ples that have been collected from the coast.

“Efforts are being made to collect samples
from the vicinity of the sunk vessel and analyse
them,” she says.

john paul@thehindis.coin

@
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Akasa, AAHL
ink pact to

operate from
Navi Mumbai

Press Trust of India
MUMBAI

Low-cost carrier Akasa Air
on Friday announced a tie-
up with Adani Airport
Holdings Ltd. (AAHL) to
operate from the conglom-
erate-run Navi Mumbai air-
port once it begins opera-
tions in late-August.

The city-headquartered
airliner will have 15 domes-
tic departures from the air-
port initially, which will go
up to 50 by the end of the
winter schedule, its foun-
der and chief executive Vi-
nay Dube said.

A few days ago, larger
rival Indigo had an-
nounced a similar tie-up to
operate from the new air-
port in the satellite city of
Navi Mumbai.
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Mumbai

Akasa Air to fly
100 times per
week from NMIA

Dhairya Gajara

MUMBAL

After IndiGo, Akasa Air has
announced commercial flight
operations from the Navi
Mumbai International
Airport (NMIA). The airline
will operate more than 100
weekly domestic flights, scal-
ing up to over 300 domestic
and over 50 international
departures weekly in the
winter schedule. The airline
is also set to ramp up to 10
parking bases by March 2027,
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Kolkata

Air India, Icelandair enter
codeshare partnership

NEW DELHI: Air India

and Icelandair, on Monday
announced their codeshare
partnership, significantly boost-
ing connectivity between India
and Iceland, while offering
seamless travel options across
I5 routes in India and Europe.

The partnership offers seam-
less travel experience with con-
venient connections times,
unified baggage allowances, and
enhanced connectivity through
major European hub airports.

Under the agreement, Air
India customers will gain seam-
less access to Icelandair-oper-
ated flights to Reykjavik via Air
India’s European gateways, Air
India will add its ‘AI' designa-
tor code on Icelandair-oper-
ated flights between Reykjavik
and London Heathrow, Lon-

don Gatwick, Frankfurt, Paris,
Amsterdam, Copenhagen,
Milan, and Zurich.

Icelandair customers will
benefit from convenient con-
nections on Air India-oper-
ated flights to key Indian
cities, Icelandair will add its
‘FI' designator code on Air
India-operated flights between
Delhi and Amsterdam, Paris,
Copenhagen, Frankfurt, Lon-
don Heathrow; and between
Mumbai and Frankfurt, London
Heathrow. MPOST
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Delhi

After Indigo, Akasa partners with Navi
Mumbai Airport for commercial flights

TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI

Akasa Air on Friday an-
nounced its partnership with
Adani Airport Holdings Ltd
(AAHL) to commence com-
mercial flight operations
from the upcoming Navi
Mumbai International Air-
port (NMIA).

A joint statement said Aka-
sa Air will initially operate
100+ weekly domestic de-
partures, scaling up to 300+
domestic and over SO+ inter-
national departures weekly
in the winter schedule.

As part of its broader net-
work strategy, the airline
is also set to ramp up to 10
parking bases by the end of

2026-27, with a focused inter-
national expansion into key
Middle Eastern and South-
east Asian markets.

Recently, Indigo had also
partnered with Adani Group
for operating commercial
flights from the newly built
Navi Mumbai airport.

Vinay Dube, Founder and
CEO, Akasa Air said: “Our
foray into Navi Mumbai

International Airport is a
strategic step aligned with
Akasa Air's long-term vi-
sion to build a future-ready
airline that is responsive to
the evolving needs of Indian
travellers. Noairline in India
will have a larger percentage
of its fleet and operations
based out of NMIA than
Akasa Air.” “Enhanced con-
nectivity from Navi Mumbai

will not only strengthen our
network in the western re-
gion but also help fuel India’s
economic engine by improv-
ing connectivity, stimulating
regional development, and
ensuring that the benefits of
aviation-led growth reach
every corner of the country.
This move supports our com-
mitment tosupplement exist-
ing capacities, unlock new
demand centres, and enable
sustainable growth,” Dube
added."NMIA represents
the future of Indian aviation,
and our presence from the
outset aligns with our vision
to serve India's emerging
demand with agility, acces-
sibility, and customer-first
innovation.
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Delhi runway upgrade
1o hit 114 flights daily

KUSHWAHA

New Delhi: As many as 114
flights would be cancelled daily
at the Delhi airport for three
months from June 15 because
of a runway upgrade, alrpon

DIALsaidon

Delhi International
pm[.hnlmda)lAL)saldmew
erage reduction in daily flights
during the period would be

Around 1,350 flights op-
erate from the Indira'Gandhi
International Airport daily.

According to the proposed
schedule, 57 arrival and depar-
ture flights will be cancelled
daily, and 43 will be resched-
uled. The cancellation of
flights would impact connec-
tivity to Calcutta, Mumbal,
Patna and Guwahati. »
Followifig the adjustments,
the number of daily flights
on the Calcutta-Delhi route
would be reduced from 22 to 21.
For Mumbai, the number of
daily flights would drop from
56 to 54, and for Chennai, from
20 to 19. DIAL said the Instru-
ment Landing System would
be upgraded to make the run-
way 10/28 CAT III compliant,
which would facilitate flight
operations at low visibility
cenditions during fog.

“We have now worked with*

airlines to collaborate on slot
adjustments and to accommo-
date revised arrival capacity,
ensuring minimum passenger
inconvenience, And the objec-
tive is to ensure optimum use
of available rynway capacity
while maintaiming time per-
formance and minimising
passenger disruption,” DIAL
chief executive officer Videh
Kumar Jaipuria said. .
The new slot plan was fi-
nalised after multiple rounds
of discussions with airlinés,
the civil aviation ministry and
air traffic control to ensure
alignment between the pro-
posed schedule and the adjust-
ed capacity, The airport has
four runways and three termi-
nals, of which one is currently
closed for maintenance work.
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Rahul needles Modi
with ‘surrender’ barb-

PHEROZE L. VINCENT

New Delhi: Rahul Gandhi on
Friday reiterated the accusa-
tion against Prime Minister
Narendra Modi of “surren-
dering” to the diktats of the US

by abruptly ending hostilities,

with Pakistan.

Rahul's remark at a Con-
gress meeting in Bihar's Raj-
gir came a day after US Presi-
dent Donald Trump repeated
for the eleventh time that he
had used tariffs and trade
deals as tools to force India
and Pakistan to call off the
confrontation.

India has maintained that
the issue was resolved-bilater-
ally, in line with India's policy
against third-party interven-
tion on Kashmir.

“Trump sahab has said 11
times... that I made Narendra
Modi surrender. Eleven times
in public. Narendra Modi ji is
not able to even whimper. Nar-
endra Modi ji is unable to say

that Trump is lying, because .

it is the truth. I knew that the
day we put a little pressure,
he would surrender (to agree-
Ing to a caste census which he
previously opposed),” Rahul
said, claiming credit for the
Centré's degision to conduct
a caste census, a demand that
had been doggedly pursued by
the Opposition.

Rahul Gandhi addresses the Samvidhan Suraksha
Sammelan in Rajgir, Bihar, on Friday. (@INClndiz via PTI)

Last night, Trump re-
peated his claim of brokering
peace in South Asia at amedia
interaction at the Oval Office.

“I said... we're dealing with
you on trade, Pakistan and
India. We're not going to deal
with you on trade if you go
shooting each other and whip-
ping out nuclear weapons that
maybe even affect us... I said if
you're going to do that, we're
not going to do any trade deals.
And you know what, I got that
war stopped,” Trump said.

An aide to Viadimir Putin
has confirmed that Trump re-
peatedﬂxednlmtomem&im
President during a telephone
conversation on Wednesday
after Ukraine inflicted major
drone strikes on Russia.

In his speech, Rahul reiter-
ated how Telangana's caste cen-
sus was better than Bihar's and
was framed with inputs from
the civil society. He also tratned
guns on crony capitalism.

“You would have heard the
names Ambani-Adani. Ports,
airports, whatever they want,
how much land they want.
They are trying to take Dhar-
avi (the slum in Mumbai)....
Lakhs of crores worth of land.
All they have is their friendship
with Narendra Modi,"” he said.

The Adani group is “re-
developing” the mega slum
with the Maharashtra gov-
ernment, which is expected to
cost around ¥3 lakh crore. The
first phase may be launched as
early as the end of this year.¢
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Delhi

Over 100 flights/day to
be cancelled at IGIA for
3-mnth runway upgrade

S LALITHA @ New Delhi

STARING June 15, Delhi’s In-
dira Gandhi International Air-
port will undergo a major up-
grade, resulting in the closure
of one of its runways till Sep-
tember 15. A total of 114 daily
flights, both incoming and out-
going, will be cancelled during
this time. Additionally, 86 ar-
rival and departing flights will
be rescheduled daily.
Briefing mediapersons
on Friday at the new
Udaan Bhavan near Ter-
minal 3, Delhi Interna-
tional Airport Limited
CEC Videh Kumar Jaipu-
riar said, “Delhi airport
operates 1,400 flights daily. The
114 flights that will be cancelled
represents between 7% and
7.5% of that figure. Passengers
will get inconvenienced in the
short term but definitely stand
to benefit in the long run.”
The timing of 43 flights ar-
riving and departing flights
have been adjusted from peak
hours to non-peak hours.
Major impact on connectivi-
ty to key metro and tier-1 cities

to and from Delhi have been
avoided to maintain network
stability and passenger conven-
ience during the runway clo-
sure. The CEO highlighted mi-
nor reduction of incoming
flights from these key cities:
two each from Ahmedabad,
Bengaluru and Mumbai, one
each from Patna, Guwahati,
Chennai and Kolkata.

The main aspect in the up-

gradation involves making one
of the two ends of the run-
way known as 10/28 into
a CAT-III compliant one
by upgrading its Instru-
ment Landing System
(ILS). “ILS uses radio sig-
nals to provide pilots with
precise lateral and vertical
guidance on how to approach
the runway and allow flights to
land in extreme fog conditions.
We are readying the runway be-
fore the festive season starts,”
Jaipuriar said.

A new flight schedule for the
90-day period has been pre-
pared in consultation with the
Ministry of Civil Aviation, air-
lines, the DGCA and the Air
Traffic Control, he added.
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INUTES before
Jakson Chair- |
man Sameer |
Gupta sat with |
us for a conver- |
sation, he re- |
ceived a phone call from Mumbai. |
The phone call intimated him about
Jakson winning aletter of intent fora
major railway project in the city.

This quiet yet significant milestone |
marks something much bigger for
a company once known chiefly for
its diesel gensets and rooftop solar
systems. Jakson is no longer just in
the business of clean energy, itisnow
placing bold bets across civil infra-
structure, bio CNG, green hydrogen,
transmission, and much more.

The group has a clarity in struc-
ture, paired with a long-term mind-
set and readiness to invest big, says
Gupta. This has helped Jakson tri-
ple its revenues in just three years.
FY2025 marked the first year of the
group’s inching closer to becoming
a billion-dollar company by rev-

Sameer
Gupta,
Chairman,
Jakson
Group

JAKSON GROUPis firing on all cylindersin India’s energy
and infra space. Will this ambitious playbook be tempered
with operational control and execution discipline?

By Arjun Yadav

38 | BWBUSINESSWORLD | 31 May2025
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enue, as their topline breached Rs
8,000 crore.

Towards Self-reliance
According to Gupta, each of Jakson's
businesses—distributed energy, solar
manufacturing, utility-scale EPC, in-
dependent power production, green
hydrogen and infra--has its own cus-
tomer lens and growth blueprint.

The distributed energy business,
the group’s legacy business, for in-
stance, comprises green gensets
and rooftop solar offerings targeted
at commercial and decentralised
power consumers. These products,
Gupta says, are designed to be nearly
pollution-free--these gensets “emit
air cleaner than the ambient qual-
ity”. The company also sees growing
traction in rooftop solar systems, es-
pecially since the launch of the PM
Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana.

The second engine of growth is so-
lar manufacturing. Jakson currently
has 1.2 GW of solar module capac-
ity and plans to scale that to 5 GW in
near future. In parallel, ithas decided
to enter solar cell manufacturing in
a phased manner. The group has se-
cured land for a 3 GW facility and
expects to commission it within 18
to 24 months. The eventual goal for
solar cell manufacturing capacity is

pegged at 6 GW. The total outlay for
cell manufacturing is Rs 3,500 crore,
with Rs 1,800 crore being invested
in the first phase. This manufactur-
ing prowess would mark a signifi-
cant step in its backward integration
strategy.

Gupta is thinking a step ahead be-
yond modules and cells. He says that
Jakson eventually intends to manu-
facture wafers, an area currently
served by only a handful of players
like Adani. While
the wafer initiative

next three to five years with improv-
ing technology and falling costs.
The company has set up a 100 MW
electrolyser manufacturing facility
in Noida, which it plans to expand to
300 MW shortly.

Then there is Jakson Green, the
relatively new but fast-growing EPC
arm focusing on utility-scale projects,
especially in international markets.
Gupta notes that three years ago, the
group was executing small solar EPC
jobs domestically.
Today, it is working

“

is still exploratory, While capital on 100 to 500 MW
Gupta believes it is and technology are no projects for marquee
a natural progres- clients in six to seven
sion if India is seri- longer hottienecks, the countries,
ous about building a real challenge lies in In the IPP space,
fullyself-reliantsolar  ajant Having the right Jakson has gradu-
ecosystem. ated from executing

peopleinplaceisafar  50-100 MW projects
Green Hydrogen more critical resourge to buildinga1GW
Among Jakson’s . portfolio in partner-
most forward-look- today than even funding ship with Macquar-
ing bets is green hy- ie’s Blue Leaf Energy.
drogen, asector still in its earlycom- | Thelong-term planistoreach5to7
mercial stages but one the company | GW by 2030, spanning solar, wind,

sees as a crucial pillar of India’s clean
energy transition. Gupta acknowl-
edges that green hydrogen is yet to
achieve cost parity with grey or blue
hydrogen. Still, he is optimistic that
parity could be reached within the

PLANNED CAPEXFORFY26

CAPEX PROJECT

RS4,000+CR IPPPROJECTS

RS1,800CR SOLARCELLPLANT
(TOTALOUTLAY RS 3,500CR)

RS250-300CR | BIOCNGPLANTS

RS2,000CR POWERTRANSMISSION
(IFEMERGES AS L1BIDDER)

Photograph by Air Ubon

31May2025 | BW BUSINESSWORLD | 39

battery storage and pumped hydro.
Gupta proudly highlights the qual-
ity of PPAs backing these projects,
notably the agreements with SECI
and NHPC that offer near-zero pay-
ment risk.

07 Jun, 2025
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PLANNED CAPACITY ADDITIONS

VERTICAL CURRENTCAPACITY | PLANNEDCAPACITY | TIMELINE
SOLARMODULE

MANUFACTURING 1.26W 56W FY26

SOLARCELL

MANUFACTURING NIL 3GW (PHASE1) NEXT18-24 MONTHS
IPP 16W 5-76W BY2030

The fifth and perhaps most strik-
ing vertical is Jakson’s entry into
mainstream infrastructure. Beyond
power transmission and substations,
the company is now bidding for met-
ro, railway, and water distribution

jobs. Gupta reveals that the group |

is also eyeing transmission projects
under India’s TBCB model, with a po-
tential investment of Rs 2,000 crore
if bids are won.

Meanwhile, its foray into ethanol
and biofuels is gaining ground. A
150 KLPD ethanol plant in Madhya
Pradesh has been operational for sev-

Photogroph by TheBilL.Studio

enmonths, and Jaksonis planning to
add five bio-CNG plants.

Balancing Growth and Control
For FY26, the group has outlined a
capital expenditure plan exceeding
Rs 6,500 crore. Gupta says the group |
wasoncereluctanttotakeondebtbut |
is now open to leveraging its balance |
sheet, provided it'’s done prudently.
The company remains debt-light and
has had no difficulty attracting capi-
tal, thanks to its near 80-year legacy
and clean financial record.

For Gupta, the real bottleneck

40 | BW BUSINESSWORLD | 31 May 2025

currently has 1.2 GW of solar module capacity and plans to
ale that to 5 GW in near future. In parallel, it has decided to enter
lar cell manufacturing in a phased manner

across the sector lies somewhere else.
“While capital and technology are no
longer bottlenecks, the real challenge
lies in talent. Having the right people

| inplaceisafarmore critical resource

today than even funding,” he says.

So, what holds all of this together?
Guptaisclear: it’s culture. He believes
that business success is a by-product
of trust-based relationships. “If the
foundation is trust, business will fol-
low. Values matter more to me than a
few extra croreon the top line," he says.

And yet, the natural question aris-
es. With so many bets across many
sectors, can Jakson maintain opera-
tional discipline and execution ex-
cellence? Gupta believes it can. He
argues that each vertical isrunas a
focused business unit with its leader-
ship and accountability.

In Jakson’s case, the bet is that
scale will not come at the cost of con-
trol. Whether this expansive strategy
becomes a lasting moat or a manage-
rial maze will be worth watching in
the times ahead. @
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DEFENCE TECH

COST

NDIA'S defence drone ecosys-
tem is rapidly maturing, driv-
en by technological advance-
ments, policy support, and a
strong push for self-reliance
in critical defence equipment.
And that the Indian Armed
Forces are increasingly deploying
drones to enhance their surveillance,

reconnaissance, and combat capabili-
ties, was recently evident during Op- |
eration Sindoor, where Al-powered |
drones like the Harop and Heron were
actively used for precision strikes and
target tracking.

India’s defence drone market is wit-
nessing robust growth and is expected
to grow to cross Rs 50,000 crore by
2030, at a compound annual growth
rate of over 20 per cent. This expansion
is being driven by the government’s fo-
cus on indigenous production, reduced

OF WAR - OPENING

Localisation
to Boost
India’s Drone
Industry

Backed by war validation and rising investor confidence,
India’s drone sector s set to take off in abig way. But canit
convert ambitioninto globalleadership?

' By Resham Suhail

50 | BW BUSINESSWORLD | 31 May 2025
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dependence onimports, and the grow-
ing relevance of unmanned aerial sys-
tems in modern warfare.

To lerate the indig d growth
of defence drones in India, policymak-
ers must address several critical ques-

Drone Boom
The Indian Armed Forces operate
a mix of imported and indigenous

| drones. Foreign acquisitions include

tions. How can procurement policiesbe |

simplified and made more transparent
to ensure faster adoption of Indian-
made drones by the armed forces? What
measures can be taken to bridge the gap
between prototype development and
large-scale production, especially for
startups and MSMEs? How can India
develop a robust ecosystem for drone
components—such as engines, sensors,
and communication systems—to re-
duce reliance on foreign suppliers? And
finally, what kind of long-term funding,
incentives, and export support can be
provided to make Indian defence drone
manufacturers globally competitive?

Israeli-origin drones such as the Harop
and Heron. On the domestic front, the
Defence Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) has developed
systems like the Lakshya target drone
and the Rustom series, including Rus-
tom-2 (TAPAS-BH-201), which has
achieved notable performance mile-
stones. DRDO's Archer UAV, a weap-
onised version of Rustom-1, is cur-
rently undergoing trials for potential
induction.

Private Indian companies are also
playing a major role in drone develop-
ment. Asteria Aerospace, backed by a
large Indian conglomerate, is focused
onsurveillance drones. Tata Advanced
Systems has developed the ALS-50 loi-

>

focus on indigenous innovation.

Driven by the ‘Make in India’ ini-
tiative, India’s defence manufactur-
ing is surging. In FY 2023-24, indig-
enous defence production hit Rs 1.27
lakh crore, while exports soared to Rs
23,622 crore. “India is on the cusp of
becoming a global drone export hub,”
says Garuda Aerospace CEO Agnish-
war Jayaprakash.

Budget Boost

India is set to make a “substantial al-
location” for deeptech through the Rs
10,000 crore Fund of Funds scheme,

| Union Commerce Minister Piyush Go-

tering munition, while Adani Defence |

is manufacturing the SkyStriker drone
in collaboration with an international
partner. Other key players include Ide-
aForge, known for tactical surveillance
UAVs, and Solar Industries, which has
developed the Nagastra loitering mu-
nition drone.

India’s drone startups—such as ide-
aForge, Aarav Unmanned Systems,
Garuda Aerospace, Tech Eagle, and
Zuppa—are now integral to real
battlefield deployments, mark-
ing a shift towards drones as
strategic defence assets. This
transition began after India
observed their decisivé
impact in the Armenia-
Azerbaijan and Russia-
Ukraine conflicts, rein-
forcing the importance
of drone supremacy in
modern warfare.

Sambit P, Co-founder
and CTO of IG Drones,
noted, “We built our first
drone in 7 days and we
have delivered to need-
based use cases on tight
timelines,” highlighting their

31 May2025 | BW BUSINESSWORLD | 51

yal announced at Startup Mahakumbh
2025. This commitment, backed by
strong Defence Ministry budget hikes
and preferential procurement poli-
cies, is rapidly transforming the drone
sector into a cornerstone of India’s na-
tional security and economic strategy.

Since 2021, over 300 drone startups
have emerged, many securing defence
contracts under iDEX and Make in
India initiatives. “India is ready to be-
come adefence export hub... Our engi-
neers are world class,” said Manu Iyer,
General Partner at BluehilL.VC.

The Union Budget 2025-26 allocated
Rs 6,81,210 crore to defence, which was
up 9.53 per cent over the previous fiscal
year, and accounted for 13.45 per

RAJ KUMAR PANDEY, CEO,
ADSL (Airbornics, JCBL
Group)

“There is often lit-
tle clarity on what
comes next after
user validation.
We must criti-
cally review
omitting at
least one ‘N’
from NCNC pro-
cedures”

Simpleey.io

07 Jun, 2025

Page 66 of 132



https://simpleey.io/

DEFENCE TECH

COST OF WAR -

centofthe total budget. The PLI scheme
for drones received Rs 57 crore, a 7.5 per
centrise.

Export Hub Soon?

As global defence buyers increasingly
turn to India, the critical question is
whether the country’s startup ecosystem
can scale fast enough to meet demand
and establish India as a dominant drone
export powerhouse. The numbers sug-
gest positive momentum—India’s de-
fence exports reached a record Rs 24,000
crore in FY 2024-25, with government
ambitions to double that figure to Rs
50,000 crore by 2029. This export drive
aligns with India’s broader vision of
becoming a developed nation and the
worldsleading defence exporter by 2047.

Yet, despite the encouraging tra-
jectory, defence-tech startups often
grapple with harsh operational reali-
ties. Innovation is slowed by regula-
tory roadblocks, protracted procure-
ment cycles, and rigid compliance
frameworks. These challenges can
act as speed bumps on an otherwise
fast-moving highway. Raj Kumar Pan-
dey, CEO of ADSL (Airbornics, JCBL
Group), underscores the frustration:
“There is often little clarity on what
comes next after user validation. We
must critically review omitting at least
one ‘N’ from NCNC procedure.”

To accelerate momentum, industry
stakeholders are urging streamlined
export approvals, availability of ITAR-
free components, bundled service offer-
ings, and dedicated export credit lines
for SMEs. These measures are particu-
larly important for unlocking scale in
emerging markets across ASEAN and
Africa, where buyers demand agility,
affordability, and comprehensive so-
lutions, Satyabrata Satapathy, CEO of
BonV Aero, remains optimistic: “With
these policy adjustments, India could
cross $1 billion in startup-led UAV ex-
ports within 3-5 years, cementing its
position as a global drone export hub.”

Supporting Investors
Even as policies firm up and defence

INDIAMILITARY
DRONE MARKET
mRevenue generatedin
2024:51,527 MILLION
mExpected revenue by
2030:54,082 MILLION
mExpected CAGR from
2025-2030:17.9%
(Source: Grand View Research)

GLOBALMILITARY
DRONE MARKET
MARKET SIZE
=In2023:$36.14 BILLION

mExpected CAGR From
2024-2030:13.8%

SATYABRATA SATAPATHY,
Co-founder £ CEO, BonV Aero

"India could cross $1billion
instartup-led UAV exports
within 3-5 years"

needs expand, the capital required
to fuel deeptech innovation remains
frustratingly out of reach. The sector
suffers from long gestation periods,
high technical risk, delayed revenue cy-
cles, and uncertain exits—all of which
discourage most venture capitalists.
In FY 2023-24, India’s deeptech sec-

52 | BW BUSINESSWORLD | 31 May2025
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tor raised under USD 200 million, its
lowest level in five years, despite robust

| government backing and increasing

international interest.
Zuppa Co-founder Sai Pattabiram
characterises this funding drought as

| the “Death Valley” for deeptech start-

ups. “Most Indian investors are revenue-
chasing. They want to see returns in the
shortest possible time,” he explains, “This
iswhenyou need patient capital, and un-
fortunately, there aren’t many investors
in India with that temperament.”

Nonetheless, there are glimmers of
hope. The IPO ofideaForge stands as a
shining example that Indian deeptech
ventures can, with the right support,
successfully scale and even generate
shareholder value. It proves that break-
through innovation and capital mar-
kets success are not mutually exclusive.

For India’s drone dream to become
a reality, capital must match ambition.
“We need to establish defence sandboxes
where large enterprises, academia, and
startups can co-create,” advises Sudhir
Rao, Senior Partner at Celesta Capital.

As defence contracts continue to
favour large foreign vendors, India’s
drone startups still remain on the
sidelines. The real challenge ahead is
transforming this momentum into a
lasting strategic and economic shift.
With focused policy action and capi-
tal support, India’s drone sector could
soon rise from a promising possibility
to aglobal force.

The Big Ask

To boost local drone manufacturing
for defence, experts underline repeat-
edly that India must streamline pro-
curement, ease export regulations,
support R&D, and offer incentives for
component indigenisation. Addition-
ally, collaboration with Israel and oth-
er friendly nations providing critical
technology transfer, joint ventures, and
tactical insights, will also help India
in accelerating its own capability and
capacity building. @

resham@businessworld.in
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Adani halts talks with Tower on $10 billion
chip venture over strategic doubts

Adani has paused its $10 billion chip project with Israel's
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Tower Semiconductor, citing weak
local demand and funding misalign
ment. The move delivers a fresh
setback to India's semiconductor
ambitions after the Vedanta-Foxconn
fallout. With India’s limited chip
demand, Adani sees the market as
too immature, leaving the project in
limbo pending future clarity:.

Simpleey.io

07 Jun, 2025

Page 69 of 132



https://simpleey.io/

adani

AS INDIGO TAXIES TO BECOME A GLOBAL AVIATION GIANT, CEO

10,11,12,13 « PG

Fortune India « 07 Jun « Adani Airports Holdings Ltd. (AAHL)

2062 - Sgqcm

761038 « AVE

National

'][] FORTUNE INDIA « (N CONVERSATION

IN CONVERSATION

400K « Cir

AS INDIGO TAXIES TO BECOME

A GLOBAL AVIATION GIANT, CEO
PIETER ELBERS TALKS ABOUT
EXPANSION PLANS AND STRATEGY,
AND WHY THE CARRIER FORAYED
INTO BUSINESS CLASS AFTER

18 YEARS OF OPERATIONS.

BY SOURAV MAJUMDAR AND KARAN DHAR

As IndiGo tops the

valuation charts
globally, how big is the
future of India's aviation
sector?
1 joined IndiGo two and
half years ago. In my
initial conversations with
Rahul Bhatia (promoter
and MD of IndiGo's
parent firm InterGlobe
Aviation), he said: “T know
the opportunity for India
is enormous. But I don't
know how enormous.”
That summarises it.

When I joined in 2022,

the mandate was to trans-
form IndiGo into a global

aviation giant. Today,
India is the fifth-largest
economy in the world. By
2027, it will be the third
largest. India deserves

an airline of a size, scale,
and opportunity that is

a fair reflection of the
country, what it stands for,
and what it will be in the
future. By that notion, we
put a point on the horizon
(2030) and launched a
strategy towards “new
heights and across new
frontiers” El. Two years
later, people have started
seeing us connecting the
dots—internationalisa-

tion, wide-body [aircraft],
stretch products, and loy-
alty link-up with Accor.

How much of this plan has
been actioned? How much
has been achieved?

There is no end point. If
you start somewhere, you
put a point on the hori-
zon—2030. But there is no
such thing as a finishing
line. Big decisions such
as ordering A350 aircraft
and having a premium
product in metro routes
have been taken. But we
are only getting started
with the tougher aspects

>

PIETER ELBERS

“IndiGo will continue to
cater to first-time fiyers,
making a trade-up between
a two-day train journey and
a two-hour flight.”

PHOTOGRAPH BY SANJAY RAWAT
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such as execution. For
example, when it comes to
internationalisation, oper-
ating flights from Benga-
luru or Mumbai to Krabi,
Thailand is different from
starting operations to Am-
sterdam and Manchester.
My lesson after two
years in India is: go
big or go home. That’s
the philosophy behind
IndiGoStretch, which
we implemented in 12
months. We will get 45
Stretch planes in one year.
A new Stretch plane comes
in every week. It usually
takes a long time. This is
scalability. The strength
of IndiGo and its people
is that we can scale up
quickly. We had 1,600
daily flights when I joined.
‘Today, we have 2,300. 8

IndiGo has been a budget
carrier for 18 years. Is the
trend of premiumisation the
reason behind your pivot to
business class?

The India of today is dif-
ferent from what it was 18
years ago. India has been
evolving and will continue
to do so in the next five
years. If we are the market
leader, we want to be an
airline for all business
segments. Butwedoitina
way that is tailor-made. So,
you will find our Stretch
business products only

in sectors where it makes
sense, The Delhi-Mumbai
Stretch is going very well.
It’s the busiest route, the
others not yet.

Once we start to fly
more long-haul and inter-
national [routes], you will
want to have Stretch on
the busiest routes as well

(IndiGo's codeshare part-
ners already have business
class). There are a lot of for-
eigners travelling in India
who are not familiar with
IndiGo. This is an opportu-
nity where this product can
be familiarised.

We are developing a
lot of partnerships. Japan
Airlines has tied up with us
in our domestic network.
Hence, it is not a change of
business model at large. In-
diGo will continue to cater
to first-time flyers, making
a trade-up between a two-
day train journey and a
two-hour flight. If the price
is right, millions of such
travellers are waiting.

Aspirational India is where
the next leg of growth will
come from. Do yousee a
cross-subsidisation in terms
of fares?

Not really. [Each domestic
flight] has only 12 Stretch
seats and the remaining
208 are all economy. India
is one of the most value-
conscious markets in the
world. My belief in our
business class is driven

by the fact... [that itis] a
superior product that is
price effective. We have
looked at all the elements
of a business-class product.
You could say, you should
have a lounge. But are you
ready to pay ¥500-1,000
more to go to the lounge?
You may say no. Then,
there’s the debate around
hot meals, an ongoing
topic. We have good qual-
ity meals. That’s it.

Even for the premium
product, there is a value-
consciousness deeply
rooted in the Indian con-
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sumer’s mind. Our Stretch
product is tailor-made for
the Indian market.

How has the response been
to IndiGoStretch?

We started in mid-Novem-
ber between Delhi and
Mumbai. We fly 20 times

a day. All of them were
operational by the second
week of January. Then we
started Bengaluru, which is
all operational now.

Is the value-conscious Indian
customer ready for Stretch?
Of course! From an airline
perspective, 12 seats in
peak hours are like a drop
in the ocean. For some
sectors, it may take a bit
of time, but we are on a
journey to make IndiGo a
global aviation giant. We
have ordered A350s that
will come 2027. 8

Then we will have our
own wide-body aircraft. We
started the loyalty pro-
gramme in October 2024.
We have 3 million subserib-
ers now. That's faster than
anywhere in the world,
partly driven by the same

5 g

who is always looking for
discounts. We also have a
deal with Accor.

What are the key pillars you
are looking atin IndiGo's
internationalisation journey?
IndiGo went international
in 2012 B, five years after
[it started] operations,
which was the rule then.
The first flights were to
Kuwait, targeting Indian
workers. Today, we have
260 flights a week for the
U.A.E. We started flights
to Central- and Southeast
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Asia. In 2023, for the first
time, we landed in Nairobi
(Kenya). We now have a
foothold in Africa as well.
That’s the first pillar: four
five-hour flights.

The second pillar is
when XLRs (A321XLRs)
come in. That will expand
our reach to parts of
Europe, Asia, etc. These
planes can easily make it to
Athens, Venice, Bologna,
and Seoul. The XLR will
also allow us to fly to Bali
from Delhi. Currently, we
fly to Bali from Bengaluru.

Pillar No. 3 will be when
A350s come in. We are
accelerating that by taking
damp leases for the Boeing
787. Then, the entire world
will be a part of our opera-
tions. We have announced
Manchester and Amster-
dam flights this summer.

Are supply constraints in
the domestic market giving
airlines more pricing power?
Consolidation is happen-
ing in all industries across
the world. But perhaps
due to value conscious-
ness, price sensitiveness,
and strong competition,
the cycle of airlines com-
ing up and going down
has been much faster in
India than in the other
parts of the world. Today
we are in a situation of two
large airlines and a couple
of relatively young ones.
From the perspective of
a domestic market, that's
probably a more stable
setting, and hence, more
continuity is guaranteed.
To make India a global
aviation giant, you need to
have airlines of a par-
ticular size. If we want to

compete with Singapore
Airlines and Emirates,

we cannot be a domestic
Indian airline. For way too
long, international traffic
has been outsourced to
hubs outside the geo-
graphical shores of India.
This is a good time for
India to start building it.
Domestic consolidation
creates stability, but it is
also a prerequisite to com-
pete internationally.

Are you concerned about
the capacity in terms of the
runways and the number of
flights you have added?
One of the challenges for
India is that we collec-
tively build the ecosystem:
hardware, people, and
regulatory parts. Hard-
ware is airports, runways,
taxiways, access to airport.
The fact that both Air
India and IndiGo have big
orders allows us to sit with
all the participants in the
ecosystem, and say this is
where we are heading, let's
start planning. Big invest-
ments are being made in
airports. I am optimistic
about the steps taken.

In the regulatory frame-
work, a lot of changes are
being made. There were
alot of legacy issues in"
terms of what rules would
apply. I would applaud the
initiative of DigiYatra. My
ambition is we get it for
international travel as well
because that is not always
the best experience yet.
Regulations and frame-
work need to be simplified.

The third is people.
India has a young popula-
tion with an average age
of 29. We are creating

FORTUNE INDIA - IN CONVERSATION

INDIGO HAS A
FLEET SIZE OF 400;
It operates 2,300
flights daily, con-
necting 90 demestic

and 40 international
destinations.

" THE AIRLINE
inducted 58 aircraft
in 2024 and flew over
118 million customers
in FY25, It has more

than 900 aircraft on
order.

INDIGO, WHICH
started international
operations in 2012,
lsunched long-haul
flights to Amsterdam
and Manchester this
year.

THE AIRLINE

employs 60,000
people; around
14.8% of the pilots
deployed are women.

SHARE PRICE

Closing price in ¥ 5,564

May 16,2025

2,281
May 16,2023

FINANCIAL OVERVIEW
Interglobe Aviation Ltd
(inT crore)

— 5756
Bl 14640

M NetSales I NetProfit
SOURCE: CAPITALINE

jobs in smaller cities. We
fly to nine destinations

in the Northeast from
Guwahati. That's creat-
ing jobs. We also have the
world’s largest percentage
of women pilots B,

With the tailwinds of lower
crude ol prices, do you think
airfares will come down?

It's a very generic question.
With the Mahakumbh, we
got questions like airfares
are very high. Every Diwa-
Ii, I know what's coming.
Prices go up not only for
flights, but also for hotels.
In the long run, we buy
the same planes, and the
same fuel as other parts

of the world. We have the
same maintenance, in a
market which is extremely
competitive.

Over time, there should
be a correlation between
prices and costs. If there is
no correlation, companies
will run out of business.
That's what we have seen
in India in the past. If fuel
prices go up, over time
airfares will rise. If they go
down, it will be reflected in
airfares. That's the nature
of our business.

What kind of IndiGo will we
see five years down the line?
You will see an IndiGo
that is a proud representa-
tion of the nation. IndiGo
will operate an incredibly
dense domestic network.
We currently cover 90
airports. That number will
go up. We will build a huge
domestic foundation, and
from there serve the differ-
ent parts of the world. The
official view is we double
in size by 2030. @

13

Simpleey.io

07 Jun, 2025

Page 73 of 132



https://simpleey.io/

adani 07 Jun, 2025

News Today + 07 Jun « Adani Group » Adani Enterprises Ltd. (AEL) + 3
Adani Group contributes Rs 74,945 cr in FY25 taxes

3+ PG 103 » Sgcm 20677 « AVE 112.72K « Cir Top Center

Chennai

Adani Group contributes
Rs 74,945 cr in FY25 taxes

¢ Direct payments accounted for Rs 28,720 cr

Mumbai, June 8:

The Adani Group's listed portfolio
of companies contributed Rs 74,945
erore to the exchequer (n fiscal 2025,
marking a 20% jump from Rs 55,104
crore in the previous year, as per a
press release on Thursday.

The contribution spans direct,
indirect, and other tax-related
payments

Of the total contribution, direct
payments accounted for Rs 28,720
crore, while indirect contributions
which include taxes and duties
collectod and paid on bebalf of other
stakeholdors stood at Rs 45,407
crore

Another Rs 818 crore was made
in the form of social security and
similar outlays for employces.

“To put it in perspective, Ry
T4,945 crore is roughly the cost of
building the entire Mumbai Metro
network-—an infrastructure lifeline
for millsons of people.

It's also nearly enough to host a
modern-day Olympics,” said the

press release

Leading contributors to this figure
include Adani Enterprises Ltd.,
Adani Cement Ltd., Adani Ports
and Specinl Economic Zone lad.,
and Adani Green Energy Litd

The total also includes tax paid by
NDTV, ACC, and Sanghi Industries,
which are subsidiaries held by the
seven primary histed firms

To further support transparescy,
the group haws released a “Basis of
Preparation and Approach to Tax'
document on the websites of its
listed companies.

Al
The report outlines three types of
contributions:

Direct Contributions: Global
taxes, duties, and other charges
borne directly by Adani companies

Indirect Contributions: Global
taxes and dutics collected and
remitted on behalf of third parties.

Other Contributions: Social
security and similar benefits for
employees.

The Adani Group said it sces tax
transparency as a key component
of its Environmental, Social and
Governance strategy.
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Maharashtra Times « 07 Jun « Adani Airports Holdings Ltd. (AAHL)
Rohit is walking in the garden...

14 -« PG 286 « Sgcm 650542 « AVE 1.3M « Cir Bottom Left
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Navbharat « 07 Jun « Adani Group + Adani Airports Holdings Ltd. (AAHL)
Akasa has tied up with Adani Airport

9. PG 53« Sgcm 70418 - AVE 675K « Cir Middle Left
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Lokmat « 07 Jun « Adani Airports Holdings Ltd. (AAHL)
Prepaid rickshaws soon from Mumbai airport

1« PG 72+ Sgcm 71982 « AVE 604.7K « Cir Middle Center Hello Mumbai

Mumbai
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Lokmat « 07 Jun « Adani Airports Holdings Ltd. (AAHL)
Akasa flights now also operate from Navi Mumbai airport

4.+ PG 118 « Sgcm 118484 « AVE 604.7K « Cir Bottom Center
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Loksatta « 07 Jun « Dharavi Redevelopment Project Limited (DRPPL)
Thackeray group prepares for protest against Dharavi redevelopment

4.+ PG 77 < Sgcm 300396 « AVE 784.32K « Cir Middle Right
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Dainik Bhaskar « 07 Jun « Adani Group « Adani Airports Holdings Ltd. (AAHL)
Navi Mumbai Airport: ‘Akasa’ will operate more than 350 flights
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Business Remedies « 07 Jun » Adani Ports and Special Economic Zone Ltd. (APSEZ)

07 Jun, 2025

Adani Ports reiterates three important commitments on World Environment
Day, shares significant achi...
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Prahar « 07 Jun « Adani Airports Holdings Ltd. (AAHL)

Indian team leaves for England tour

+ Sgcm 11438 « AVE 215K « Cir Top Center
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27 « PG

Indore Samachar « 07 Jun « Adani Group

Adani Group paid Rs 74,945 crore tax in FY 2024-25
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Gujarat Samachar « 07 Jun « Adani Airports Holdings Ltd. (AAHL)

07 Jun, 2025

Demand to upgrade Panvel Junction keeping in mind Navi Mumbai Airport
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Gujarat Samachar « 07 Jun « Adani Airports Holdings Ltd. (AAHL)
Fasting from 24th to rename Navi Mumbai Airport after D.B. Patil
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Punyanagari « 07 Jun « Adani Airports Holdings Ltd. (AAHL)

07 Jun, 2025

Immediately withdraw the notification to name Navi Mumbai Airport after

m?o?owﬁvﬁkaﬁ
- 6 e, AR faHHdes
 wduei A S T4

465 « Sgcm

Diba

Mumbai

. HEECIRELDRIET R ori]

TSN 2§ T 3033 IS
%ammaamm
ATAT. A

, ASHT ST zeq&aﬁsﬁ

T e 2R B, o
et TRT. TR 4 |, 5
Ofe=ara o 2911 24 e
03y TS 3R BV
379 AR IR dRETER aREl
feear sma 2R, SEwUd
Hh NI foig gier, a79f

255816 « AVE

72.24K - Cir

Top Left

WBR 4! feeed, TR
foteRifter rRmTs forest
3feTaT, Jeae 74l e
NIRRT feHTdes gduedia
Pt el 3707 Uit
SR afeg dret fdlerep
R Daaetrdl . Juol

. TenfasTar gferemor o

IR 2047d A1, A1 9HE
HATUATAIST 2907 SITHR
YT FAOFET 0T e
SIS HITOT 33 T 014,
THd W A Y A
st HeRTeH! 2 o ATSTEATIRT
SE A STHIOT SO
I FHERT 3 YA TH
T Zear |e et
HERTE IMEH STEEsR 319,
STT SRT HIUS Y907 gt
AT FemEHTer &e.

Simpleey.io | Page 86 of 132


https://simpleey.io/

adani 07 Jun, 2025

Punyanagari « 07 Jun « Dharavi Redevelopment Project Limited (DRPPL)
Historic transformation of Dharavi

5+ PG 2776 « Sgcm 1526994 « AVE 72.24K - Cir Middle Left, Top Left
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Uday Today « 07 Jun « Adani Group « ACC cements + 6
Adani Group paid Rs 74.945 crore tax in FY 2024.25

3+ PG 100 - Sgcm 9974 - AVE 25K - Cir Middle Center
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Mumbai Chauffer « 07 Jun » Dharavi Redevelopment Project Limited (DRPPL)
Historic transformation of Dharavi

7+ PG 4811 » Sgcm 2405378 « AVE 510.65K « Cir Bottom Center,Top Center
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Pudhari « 07 Jun « Dharavi Redevelopment Project Limited (DRPPL)
Internal meeting in Mulund on Monday from Dharavi
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Pudhari » 07 Jun » Adani Airports Holdings Ltd. (AAHL)
Remove naotification for naming Navi Mumbai Airport
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Hamara Mahanagar « 07 Jun « Adani Group
Private companies will supply electricity in UP
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Divya Bhaskar « 07 Jun « Adani Airports Holdings Ltd. (AAHL)
Akasa Air has 100+ domestic departures from Navi Mumbai
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Ei Samay « 07 Jun « Adani Airports Holdings Ltd. (AAHL)
Akasa air
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Kalantar « 07 Jun « Adani Group
Exposing the myths of Modi's economy
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Dainik Adhikar « 07 Jun « Adani Group « Adani Enterprises Ltd. (AEL) + 6
Adani Group paid Rs 74.945 crore tax in FY 2024.25

5+ PG 173 « Sgcm 38159 « AVE 197.31K « Cir Middle Center
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Eenadu « 07 Jun « Adani Airports Holdings Ltd. (AAHL)
Akasa Air tie up with Adani airport
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07 Jun, 2025

Sangbad Pratidin « 07 Jun « Adani Group « Dharavi Redevelopment Project Limited

(DRPPL)

Congress demands Adani's 8 hectares of land for Dharavi rehabilitation
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Sakal « 07 Jun « Adani Ports and Special Economic Zone Ltd. (APSEZ)
Market welcomes rate cut
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Sakal « 07 Jun « Adani Group
Pune Warriors' second consecutive win
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Sakal « 07 Jun « Adani Group

Puneri Bappa Sangh's victorious Shri Ganesha
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07 Jun, 2025

Top Left

o, . & : fiffe e
(3:%%) 9H FE T
a yiEl  TeRsieE g
ATl WG 33 HEA
QAT SRER ¥ T QR AT
mmﬁﬁﬁwmm

AEAEF €2 TEE ATEH ¥
TH YRt AT S 66 92
2H A% o HET F6A P F3.
71 AT A9 e ¢} dea
2 SrERiEE 3¢ T, W g
ZFATH 20 FgA A AFR AGH
HEHRIEAT HEA 33 T Hedl.
71 FEwEAT AEH 3¢ g v
e a2 31 390, I
AR 2¢ HEE FYAH FHER

8 - R A

# JioHotstar
.
2

F2EH U] e saen e
i o fouor. @Fm gdm

. M. v gE e
wfiam, g

ANGH W20

MMMWMWWM
TR U fras s e

fower. wnfd SeE W9 3.4
YHA 3H 9] 0 HEl &
foudta /A gEEE =g
1. JEREA AFidHR T
Y & o1 9 B T Feah
TS YZFHE FUAN ST, S
TR AHAS TeH ARG

4 HTEER d90 Wael. THE
fifas THE amE G
Fd 23 983 R T FE
THTE1 2 J2 J01. 6 1
R 9 1 veFr 9. fifes
T fifFa g doEr
F. feagm e (K ¢),

AT 1 Tadt

w TR Vi (A1, o) Hah 73 A T e
Tere e At FteaTa ufeen S SO 3. gAn A
Ao dreftoft AT TR e e e 2rea aream
Zalt A VIR IR, Wi WA A TaE e e
T YUt Ao FreAT ford S B 3.

o 99 (AR 3) A
TS 1S 92Hia g 918 &2
STE 391 e faen.

fgn aEwes : T
i{ﬂ:émkmg%m
(Ffas T 3¢, e weim
, PfFa ge 3-2y, IR

R 2-3%) WE & v ™
TR AT ;¢ WS 3 AR
wo HE (YA FTFAW IR,
9 TR 3¢, G BR TEw
v, WRE® AR TER &,
faom e 3-23). WEAER -
e g,

Simpleey.io

Page 103 of 132



https://simpleey.io/

adani

1-PG

Simpleey.io | Page 104 of 132

Sakal « 07 Jun « Adani Group
Solapur Smashers' first win
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Prabhat « 07 Jun « Adani Group « Ambuja Cements Ltd. + 3
Adani Group sees 29% rise in tax payments to Rs 75000 crore

1« PG 77 « SQcm 38610 « AVE 130.95K - Cir Middle Right
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AdjKa Anand « 07 Jun « Adani Airports Holdings Ltd. (AAHL)
Partnership between Akasa Air - Adani Airports
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Dainik Vishamitra « 07 Jun « Adani Ports and Special Economic Zone Ltd. (APSEZ)

357« Sgcm

Stock market boom
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Kolkata
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Deshbandhu « 07 Jun « Adani Ports and Special Economic Zone Ltd. (APSEZ)
Repo darr mein katauti se bazaar ne bhari udaan
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Channel Overview

Business Channel Hindi Channel
Total Clip Top Channel Total Clip Top Channel
7 CNBC Baijar (4) 3 News 24 (2)
1. C\,!'B’% CNBC Baijar 4 1. tm}, News 24 2
i 1 DD 1
2. g noTv profit 2.DD pp News
3.[3W ET NOW 1

N O

4. /‘;suswzss Zee Business 1

English Channel
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Channel Overview

Regional & Others Channel

Total Clip Top Channel

37 Zee 24 Taas (13)
1. Z Zee 24 Taas 13
2. =F Newsl8 Lokmat 10
3. @ Pudhari News 6
4. A ABP Majha 3
5. wat Lokshahi Marathi 2
6. % TV9 Marathi 2
7. # Jai Maharashtra 1
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mm? News18 Lokmat
dena - Adani Group

Fd
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07 Jun, 2025

mm® News18 Lokmat
dena - Adani Group

Prepaid rickshaws to ply from Mumbai
airport soon.

Top 18 ¢ Marathi « 0119 PM 07 Jun, 2025

DD pbNews

(a3 AdaniGroup

| ’ Y -

™~ Vi
o IV ‘{é:‘li{‘:'e”? T2 v} sy g 311 7 aoefvers s &dven | serrasl) sire) o) aoena 4|m

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel International
Airport gets Level-4 recognition by ACI,
Ahmedabad Airport did amazing work.

Express 100 ¢ Hindi ¢ 12:39 PM 07 Jun, 2025

Prepaid rickshaws to ply from Mumbai
airport soon.

news ¢ Marathi « 12:50 PM 07 Jun, 2025

Zee 24 Taas
Adani Group

P 0782025 Sat 12:37:46

A prepaid rickshaw service has been
introduced at Terminal 2 of Mumbai
Airport to improve passenger
convenience and managemen...

Top 50 ¢ Marathi < 12:37 PM 07 Jun, 2025
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mm? News18 Lokmat News 24
dana - Adani Group WneWSiJ. Adani Group

PM rﬂz’tanwﬁﬁmﬁkﬁmﬁﬂ Az

07-06-2025 11:59:56

Prepaid rickshaws to ply from Mumbai Shiv sena leader Sanjay Raut target
airport soon. Gautam Adani and said, Gautam
Adani, Amit Shah and Devendra

Top 18 « Marathi - 12:21PM 07 Jun, 2025 Fadnavis hijacked this electi...

News 100 ¢ Hindi « 11:59 AM 07 Jun, 2025

NDTV Profit mm@ News18 Lokmat
Adani Group dena - Adani Group

[MOTILAL OSWAL

l Upgrades In FY26E

Bharat Electljonlcs
Bharti Airtel
Hindalco
Adani Ports
M&M

'.PPOFIT| BROAD-BASED EARNINGS BEAT IN Q4

i — TOP HEADLINES ' "g'-'l '
TOP STORIES EININDINVAGLTILS pOTV R [t mmﬁ’wn@ﬂaﬁaﬁ’mhmmmiﬂﬁu

Elon Musk Says Won't Decommission Dragon
Spacecraft Lt 8 67 2025 Sat 11:42:28

In a conversation over the market Prepaid rickshaws to ply fromm Mumbai
outlook, with Gautam Duggad (Motilal airport soon.

Oswal), Upgrades in FY26E- Adani Ports ‘ _

share up 4.6% 25 Minutes 50 News ¢ Marathi = 11:42 AM 07 Jun, 2025

Profit Insights ¢ English « 11:56 AM 07 Jun, 2025
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Zee 24 Taas
Adani Group

13

QS0 s AWRE

A prepaid rickshaw service has been
introduced at Terminal 2 of Mumbai
Airport to improve passenger
convenience and managemen...

Top 50 ¢ Marathi ¢ 11:34 AM 07 Jun, 2025

4 . News 24
MeWSIL Adani Group

| wewr faemnn gama @Y erdstes frar - wsmma [H54
BREAKING —
I =] EW S
ANEA $H HHA B
ARG AT R

Bleach Cream, Gels

Shiv sena leader Sanjay Raut target
Gautam Adani and said, Gautam
Adani, Amit Shah and Devendra
Fadnavis hijacked this elect...

News ¢ Hindi « 11:09 AM 07 Jun, 2025

07 Jun, 2025

ET NOW
Adani Group

BT .. AIRCRAFT DELIVERY DIYS: IMPACT ON INDIAN CARRIERS

7SPECIA|7_, ‘ :
INDIAN AVIATION
IndiGo

| Flights For Navi
< Mumbai Airport

Mark D Martin MRAeS
_CEO, Martin Consulting

Doing various MSME outreach strategy; trying to 25003.05

leverage opportunity in MSME segment 252,15 1.02%
inSclence 'y 1496.20 .4 40,40 Coforge?® uy, 1775.50 W 9.50 ET.
3.70 L&Tl'echig,;, ok 4299.20 1 26.10 LICHsg?3s5m 61 naw

AETHIWII
11:32 AM

P6—07—2625 11:3Z:2

In a conversation with Mark D Martin
(CEO, Martin Consulting) and Jitender
Bhargava (Former ED, Air India) On
India’s Rapidly...

Special ¢ English « 11:32 AM 07 Jun, 2025

\"‘ CNBC Bajar

CNBC Adani Group

AoRAsAHI 211 21cli@ €] 0.91%ofl Ay PRETET=ITEN

THIS WEEK
STOCK

L
THIS WE .

’ viaRMi RE] AI=EIR 2ANdIl&

1 el SV ua @l <) R R m‘lﬂ BRoys T
) 242.39 Kk JKTyre 2 sn7.a7 k

P6—07-2025 11:0Z:30 (S)

Adani Ports, along with Cipla, Hindalco,
and Jio Financials, showed moderate
strength this week with over 0.5% gains

Special « Gujarati « 11:02 AM 07 Jun, 2025

Simpleey.io | Page 113 of 132



https://simpleey.io/

adani 07 Jun, 2025

Pudhari News ke Lokshahi Marathi
AdaniGroup 7 Adani Group

[ | 1]1[[] EWS |

\ ‘/ . e HAGIR HRIaa,
AN =y =Y

The discussion focuses on political The discussion focuses on political
allegations in Maharashtra, including allegations in Maharashtra, including
claims that elections were manipulated  claims that elections were manipulated
to protect A... to protect A...
Breaking News ¢ Marathi « 11:01 AM 07 Jun, 2025 Breaking News ¢ Marathi « 10:59 AM 07 Jun, 2025
mm? News18 Lokmat mm? News18 Lokmat
dena - Adani Group dena - Adani Group

2025 Sat 10:35:57

Prepaid rickshaws to ply fromm Mumbai Prepaid rickshaws to ply from Mumbai
airport soon. airport soon.
Superfast 100 « Marathi « 10:51 AM 07 Jun, 2025 Superfast 100 « Marathi « 10:35 AM 07 Jun, 2025
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TV9 Marathi
Adani Group

=

Akasa to fly from Navi Mumbai Airport

Adani Airport Holdings has informed
that Akasa will initially operate more
than 100 dom...

News ¢ Marathi « 10:08 AM 07 Jun, 2025

Zee 24 Taas
Adani Group

A prepaid rickshaw service has been
introduced at Terminal 2 of Mumbai
Airport to improve passenger
convenience and managemen...

24 Tass Superfast « Marathi « 10:03 AM 07 Jun, 2025

07 Jun, 2025

Pudhari News
Adani Group

| ————————
‘fAasues foefasore @ata
YIS IQTEI0T FEUTS HERTS
faem=avT Aasoes”

FTEl HIG A Bl
‘ =

Shiv Sena leader Sajnjay Raut
allegations against Gautam Adani,
accusing him of election fraud and
influencing the outcome th...

Live « Marathi « 10:05 AM 07 Jun, 2025

: Jai Maharashtra
Adani Group

snaplmage

Shiv Sena Leader Sanjay Raut, while
media briefing, Gautam Adani's alleged
fraud is being hidden due to
Maharashtra's elector...

Live « Marathi - 09:57 AM 07 Jun, 2025
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mm? News18 Lokmat TV9 Marathi
dena - Adani Group = Adani Group

‘srrereliel fem g dome (Y732
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Prepaid rickshaws to ply from Mumbai Akasa to fly from Navi Mumbai Airport
airport soon. Adani Airport Holdings has informed

_ that Akasa will initially operate more
news ¢ Marathi « 09:51 AM 07 Jun, 2025 than 100 dom...

Breaking News ¢ Marathi « 09:36 AM 07 Jun, 2025

Zee 24 Taas \"’ CNBC Bajar
Adani Group CNBC Adani Group

mzezs Sat. 99:36:21 3 Y -~
[ [ereenic) wiRAieil aaefly

WEEKLY W
CLAPICKSE, L -3
HelE uR e @ @l 0a Fv it N
s e A TN g
A prepaid rickshaw service has been Nifty Top Gainers: Adani Ports stocks up
introduced at Terminal 2 of Mumbai +4.10%
Airport to improve passenger
convenience and managemen Special  Gujarati + 09:11 AM 07 Jun, 2025

Top 50 ¢ Marathi « 09:36 AM 07 Jun, 2025
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a Pudhari News
. Adani Group
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Akasa Air has decided to participate in
the construction of the Navi Mumbai
airport.

News ¢ Marathi « 09:08 AM 07 Jun, 2025

Zee 24 Taas
Adani Group

E.N\ 25 Sat 08:39:51

I ﬁ 1 uﬂﬂﬁmm(wﬁv oool

A prepaid rickshaw service has been
introduced at Terminal 2 of Mumbai
Airport to improve passenger
convenience and managemen...

Maharashtra Superfast « Marathi <« 08:39 AM 07 Jun,
2025

07 Jun, 2025

Lokshahi Marathi
Adani Group

o il #jag ReTraaTas Imren'd 3gsiop LOKeTEl
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®RIR ScA-d? 31GI-i
| e3rulé Elfcio feeht

mfsdl
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Akasa to fly from Navi Mumbai Airport
Adani Airport Holdings has informed
that Akasa will initially operate more
than 100 dom...

Breaking News ¢ Marathi « 09:02 AM 07 Jun, 2025

PNews 18 News18 Lokmat
dena - Adani Group

Prepaid rickshaws to ply from Mumbai
airport soon.

Top 18 ¢ Marathi -+ 08:21 AM 07 Jun, 2025
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«\7p, cnBc Bajar

CNBC Adani Group
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Performance of Cement Shares:
Ambuja Cement share up 2.22%

Special « Gujarati + 08:17 AM 07 Jun, 2025

Pudhari News
Adani Group

el Hard famaasraed exneadiie sgronad) weiiar] oty
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Partnership for commercial flights with
Navi Mumbai Airport.

News ¢ Marathi « 08:12 AM 07 Jun, 2025

07 Jun, 2025

, Zee 24 Taas
Adani Group

A prepaid rickshaw service has been
introduced at Terminal 2 of Mumbai
Airport to improve passenger
convenience and managemen...

24 Tass Superfast « Marathi « 08:12 AM 07 Jun, 2025

A, ABP Majha
m  Adani Group

Thackeray's Sena to hold meeting on
Monday against Dharavi
redevelopment.

7 Chya 70 Batmya ¢ Marathi < 08:04 AM 07 Jun, 2025
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mm? News18 Lokmat , Zee 24 Taas
dena - Adani Group Adani Group
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Prepaid rickshaws to ply from Mumbai A prepaid rickshaw service has been
airport soon. introduced at Terminal 2 of Mumbai
Airport to improve passenger

news ¢ Marathi « 07:51 AM 07 Jun, 2025 convenience and managemen...

Zatpat Batmya ¢ Marathi « 07:38 AM 07 Jun, 2025

«¥f2, cnec Bajar m? News18 Lokmat
CNBC Adani Group dena - Adani Group

[ STOCKS [T T ATch SHI = —

STOCK
THIS WEK

STOC THIS WEEIK
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SRF "9 340,42 Kk STL 212am SNz . m

P6—07-2025 07:32:20 (S)

24 072025 Sat ©7:31:03

Adani Ports, along with Cipla, Hindalco, Prepaid rickshaws to ply from Mumbai
and Jio Financials, showed moderate airport soon.

strength this week with over 0.5% gains
Gavakadchya 50 Batmya ¢ Marathi « 07:31 AM 07 Jun,

Special » Gujarati = 07:31 AM 07 Jun, 2025 2025
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— Pudhari News A ABP Majha
Adani Group o Adani Group

el Had fAmmdares eadiaa Igronarst upflarl
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Partnership for commercial flights with Thackeray's Sena to hold meeting on
Navi Mumbai Airport. Monday against Dharavi

redevelopment.
News ¢ Marathi « 07:05 AM 07 Jun, 2025

7 Chya 70 Batmya ¢ Marathi <« 07:03 AM 07 Jun, 2025

Pudhari News . Zee 24 Taas
Adani Group Adani Group

o= ao

o6 LTl FSEHTE 2 EH MG E T iy <« A erfa e e e wa el 3w o6 a0 AM

Partnership for commercial flights with Navi Mumbai Airport name
Navi Mumbai Airport. controversy: Action Committee warns

of indefinite hunger strike.
morning update ¢« Marathi + 06:40 AM 07 Jun, 2025

Maharashtra Superfast « Marathi <« 06:38 AM 07 Jun,
2025
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The Mumbai Airport has initiated The Mumbai Airport has initiated
environmental improvements by environmental improvements by
planting 2,000 trees and implementing planting 2,000 trees and implementing
waste reduction measures... waste reduction measures...
Maharashtra Superfast « Marathi <« 06:37 AM 07 Jun, Maharashtra Superfast « Marathi <+ 06:30 AM 07 Jun,
2025 2025

Zee 24 Taas A, ABP Majha
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Navi Mumbai Airport name Thackeray's Sena to hold meeting on
controversy: Action Committee warns Monday against Dharavi

of indefinite hunger strike. redevelopment.

Maharashtra Superfast « Marathi <« 06:28 AM 07 Jun, 100 Headlines ¢ Marathi « 06:03 AM 07 Jun, 2025
2025
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The Mumbai Airport has initiated Navi Mumbai Airport name
environmental improvements by controversy: Action Committee warns
planting 2,000 trees and implementing of indefinite hunger strike.

waste reduction measures...
News ¢ Marathi = 06:03 AM 07 Jun, 2025

News ¢ Marathi « 06:03 AM 07 Jun, 2025

o 2€€ Business
¢ AdaniGroup

dani
Ports and
Logistics

. Sat 07 Jun'25
Nasdaq
19529.95 231.50

MO BLULLDEX
PowerGrid '| 22580.32 7284.08

Nifty Bank closed at a record high with
strong buying in mid-cap, small cap,
PSU and tail gas stocks reflecting hopes
of are...

Khabar Chalisa ¢ Hindi « 06:01 AM 07 Jun, 2025
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No Portal Name Headline (Incorporated with URL) Reach
1. Msn India Operation Social Media: The India-Pakistan war wasnt just over borders 733.9M
2. MSN Hindi Stock Market Updates: RBI &t T0T ¥ # aldl & A< dATSITE Te9TE, HHT 746... 733.9M
3. Msn India Watch: Jokes And Laughter Galore As India Arrives In England For Test Series 733.9M
4, Msn India Pay Rs 5,000 or miss flight: Airline tells sisters aged 9 & 17 at Kolkata ai... 733.9M
5. Msn India NTPC Green Energy starts commercial operations at Khevda, Gujarat 733.9M
6. MSN Hindi Toft & sttt 3 fAstiaweor 9% 7=t T % fi= J30a1 IT F ST STuar w1 ... 733.9M
7. Msn India Delhi airport to cancel 114 flights for 3 months 733.9M
8. Msn India Akasa Air To Launch At Navi Mumbai Airport With Over 100 Weekly Departures 733.9M
9. Msn India Akasa Air announced flights from Navi Mumbai airport 733.9M
10. News18 Pilot Refuses To Fly, Leaves Eknath Shinde Stuck At Jalgaon Airport For 45 Minu =~ 152.8M
t...
11. News18 Dividends & Bonuses Next Week: Asian Paints, Trent, PFC, Among 34 Stocks In.  152.8M
12. News18 Watch: Jokes And Laughter Galore As India Arrives In England For Test Series 152.8M
13. News18 Rahul Gandhi"s 4-Year-Old "X" Post For Virat Kohli Goes Viral, Here"s Why 152.8M
14. News18 Govt official held for accepting Rs 50,000 bribe in Navi Mumbai 152.8M
15. Hindustan Times After IndiGo, Akasa announces flights from NMIA 124.6M
16. Hindustan Times Customs informer attacked by contract killers in Mazgaon 124.6M
17. Hindustan Times CWPRS to celebrate 109th foundation day with exhibition on June 14 124.6M
18. Ndtv Eknath Shinde Stuck At Airport As Pilot Refuses To Fly Beyond Duty Hours 111.1M
19. Indian Express ‘IndiGo, you're going down': Man misses connection flight from Jaipur, claims he... = 90.9M
20. Money Control 404 page 74.5M
21. Ananda Bazar Patrika T T TRLF RO G 68.8M
22. Dainik Bhaskar SR | A At 97 JDA T 12T STHIA: g ! f6g TS § S Ja A4l .. 66.5M
23. Dainik Bhaskar ATERT. Tealfeeterd THAT § ST T ¥ Th % ©hd 1AL FIITe, qAT 94, 66.5M
24, Dainik Bhaskar Teh % TRT STIT /Y § ST qIAT ST AT T80T 37 SRIE A48 €9 F 99 73... 66.5M
25. Dainik Bhaskar HIT T ST AT T2 AMTT2E FIL FT IST ASATF: T4 AT~ [aTe-SAqHT HT ... 66.5M
26. f@geam(Live Hindustan)  sqeseT # aae-faemas 7 far agudifera o« #71 sg1eq 64.8M
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Fork out 5,000 or miss flight, airline tells 9-year-old, 17-year-old sisters
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The week in charts: Digital gender divide, UP discoms sale, declining smart devi...
Best of the Week: A Parade, A Stampede, A Lesson
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IND vs ENG Test series: K.L. Rahul signals top-order readiness with warm-up hun
d...

A sunken ship and a sea of worries Premium

Akasa enters pact with AAHL, to have 50 departures daily from Navi Mumbai airp
or...

WMPL 2025 : sraTet #igar wgrrg Siffee o sqed Sz sHer=m 7ie...

Quant Small Cap Fund increases stake in Jio Financial Services, NCC and reduc
es ...

Operation Social Media: Digital dogs of war bark loud, bite little in Pakistan"...
Concerns rise over hygiene standards in dark stores amid quick commerce boom
Akasa plans 50 departures from Navi Mumbai: CEO

Eknath Shinde Stuck At Airport As Pilot Refuses To Fly Beyond Duty Hours

A nation of 142 Crore has largest number of poor people with scant facilities
After IndiGo, Akasa announces flights from NMIA

Akasa Air Joins Navi Mumbai Airport: Begins With 15 Flights, Plans to Ramp Up t
o...
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Mumbai to Navi Mumbai Airport in Just 40 Minutes? New E-Water Taxis May Soo
n Mak...

Why is "Arrest Kohli" trending on social media after RCB"s IPL title win? - Che...
"Woh garden mein....": Rishabh Pant"s hilarious response to "where is Rohit ...
Assam CM inaugurates 100-bedded specialised women and child care hospital
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A true cheerleader: “We smashed records”-- Preity Zinta stays steadfast amid IPL.
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Govt official held for accepting Rs 50 000 bribe in Navi Mumbai
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Concerns rise over hygiene standards in dark stores amid quick commerce boom
Virat Kohli Faces Legal Action Following Bengaluru Stampede Incident

Virat Kohli Faces Legal Action Following Bengaluru Stampede Incident

Hinduja & Ambuja Foundations Impact 2.74 Lakh Lives in Rajasthan

Water Efforts by Foundations Bring Change to 2.74 Lakh in Rajasthan

Hinduja and Ambuja Drive Water Conservation in Rajasthan
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Why Did a Bengaluru Activist File a Case Against Virat Kohli?
Why Did a Bengaluru Activist File a Case Against Virat Kohli?
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Akasa Air partners with Adani to operate from Navi Mumbai Airport

Govt official arrested in Navi Mumbai for accepting a Rs 50,000 bribe.
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GASS Condemns “restricting” Medha Patkar and 24 Others from Entering Rayaga
da

Akasa Air partners with Adani to operate from Navi Mumbai Airport

Concerns rise over hygiene standards in dark stores amid quick commerce boom
Rana Daggubati Slams Paparazzi Culture: “Respect My Space”
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Sensex, Nifty slip ahead of RBI policy outcome; foreign fund outflows weigh on s..

Akhil Akkineni wedding: FIRST PICS OUT
Rana Daggubati Slams Paparazzi Culture: “Respect My Space”

SMHRC Emerges as Premier Hub for Preventive Health Checkups Across Govern
ment an...
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KL Rahul Century, Piyush Chawla Retires And SA Squad — June 6 Cricket Highlig
hts

Bengaluru Stamdede: Virrat Kohli’'s problem increases! Police complain about Ben
g...

Indian Cricket Team: Shubman Gill and Team India leave for England, players se
en...
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Indian Cricket Team: Shubman Gill and Team India leave for England, players se
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Bengaluru Stamdede: Virrat Kohli"s problem increases! Police complain about Be
n...

SVPI Airport bag prestigious ACI Level-4 accreditation for customer experience
Akasa Air signals expansion with 100-plus flights from Navi Mumbai

Rishabh Pant copies Rohit Sharma"s one liner to open up on the former captain"..
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Rishabh Pant copies Rohit Sharma’s one liner to open up on the former
captain’s ...

‘Where is Rohit Sharma?": Rishabh Pant jokes in response at airport; Indian tea...

Fragrance World owner Poland Moosa arriving in a helicopter to take delivery of ..
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Rishabh Pant copies Rohit Sharma's one liner to open up on the former captain"..

YalEd dal za269 Wils 2929 9l 212
THE TS 3 § AT Feldl § AT AT, TEAd AL Naedr w2t i ao...

Akasa enters pact with AAHL, to have 50 departures daily from Navi Mumbai airp
or...

ENG Vs IND: Gambhir"s army left for the victory of victory in England, the airp...

Bihar Politics News Rahul Gandhi At Mahila Samvad Event Women Drive Society
But ...

HTSHIHT TORT T21% UF AT IF % a1 1,038% AT 2, ST ATF ar=Aoree ...

Akasa plans 50 departures from Navi Mumbai: CEO by : Jun 07, 2025, 12:33:00
AMIS...

Hinduja Family Philanthropy: 250% Crop Yield Surge with Watershed Initiatives — .

Hinduja Family Philanthropy: 250% Crop Yield Surge with Watershed Initiatives — .

Akasa plans 50 departures from Navi Mumbai: CEO

‘Rohit Bhaiya is walking in Garden", Rishabh Pant remembers former captain befo

SVPI Airport recognized the prestigious ACI Level-4 recognition for Customer Exp

Key Takeaways of the Green Gas Market

T ATehe H-31%: SenseX F¥H T 10,800 37 9T FTAT g; =TT HISH, TILMAT. ..
Hinduja Family Philanthropy: 250% Crop Yield Surge with Watershed Initiatives
Hinduja Family Philanthropy: 250% Crop Yield Surge with Watershed Initiatives
Deepika"s Rs 25 cr fee demand lead to her exit from Spirit?

Buy, Sell Or Hold: Dixon Tech, MCX, Balkrishna Industries, Ganesha Ecosphere,
Ad...
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