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Relaxing Sulphur Emission Rules may Cut Electricity
Cost

FGD Rule Relaxation to Reduce Electricity Cost by
25-30p a Unit

Desulphurisation Mandate Nixed
S0O2 emission norms for coal power plants eased

FGD rule relaxation may cut electricity cost by 25-30
paise per unit

Power costs may decline as emissions norm eased

FGD rule easing to cut electricity cost by 25-30 paise
per unit

Govt eases sulphur emission rules for coal power
plants

Govt eases sulphur emission rules for coal plants
Govt eases sulphur emission rules for coal plants.
Tweak in sulphur norms will cut electricity costs

CENTRE RELAXES FGD RULE, ELECTRICITY
COST TO REDUCE BY 25-30 PAISE A UNIT

Delhi 2nd most polluted city this yr, has breached
annual safety norms already

Ministry supports revised SO2 emission norms,
slams critics

POWER COSTS MAY DECLINE AS CENTRE
EASES EMISSION NORMS

Environment Ministry defends revised framework for
thermal plants to meet SO2 emission norms

Ministry defends revised framework for SO2
emission norms

Centre again relaxes SO2 emission norms for coal
plants

Centre defends new coal plant rules, calls them cost-
effective

Smoke and sulphur
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Centre relaxes pollution control norm for thermal
power plants

78% of thermal plants need not install key anti-
polluting systems

Centre exempts 78% of thermal plants from installing
key anti-polluting systems

Anti-polluting system exemption to thermal plants
based on proof Govt

Centre: SO2 norms relaxation misinterpreted

A smarter, cheaper path to clean air and affordable
power

FGD rule relaxation to cut electricity cost by 25-30
paise a unit

India's FGD shift echoes global reform in climate
rules

Jairam Ramesh slams govt after it eases SO2
emission norms

Government eases sulphur dioxide emission norms,
exempts large number of coal plants

Centre eases FGD norms for power plants,
electricity costs to come down

FGD requirements for coal-fired plants eased

Govt relaxes FGD rules for power plants; to bring
down power costs

CENTRE RELAXES FGD RULE, ELECTRICITY
COST TO REDUCE BY 25-30 PAISE A UNIT

Centre eases FGD norms for power plants,
electricity costs to come down

Congress slams Centre over coal plant exemptions

FGD rule relaxation to cut electricity cost by 25-30
paise a unit

Electricity may cost less as FGD norms eased

Govt eases sulphur emission rules for coal power
plants

Reduction in electricity cost by 25-30 paise per unit

Electricity cost will come down
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42. Amar Ujala Kendra Sarkar ne Koyla bijli sayantra ke liye salphur  Delhi 10
utsarjan niymom mein de dhel

43. Business Remedies Centre eases FGD norms for power plants, Jaipur 1
electricity costs to come down

44, Pudhari Pollution rules relaxed for power projects Mumbai 2

45, Navshakti Changes in rules to reduce electricity costs by 25-30 Mumbai 8
paise per unit

46. Veer Arjun FGD niyam mein dhel se bijli ki lagat mein 25-30p Delhi 8
per unit ki kami

47. Yatharth Relaxation in FGD rules will reduce the cost of Vadodara 01
power generation per unit by 25-30 paise, which
will...
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The Economic Times « 14 Jul « Adani Power Ltd. (APL)
Relaxing Sulphur Emission Rules may Cut Electricity Cost

7+ PG 154 « Sgcm 23927 « AVE 33.32K - Cir Bottom Left

Jaipur « Delhi « Mumbai « Chandigarh

‘Relaxing Sulphur Emission Rules may Cut Electricity Cost’

New Delhi: The government's move to ease sulphur emission rules for most coal-fired
4 power plants strikes a delicate balance between costs, climate and compliance and is ex-
pected to cut electricity costs by 25-30 paise per unit, officials said Sunday. In a gazette
notification, the government has restricted the 2015 mandate of installing flue-gas desulphurisation
(FGD) systems that remove sulphur from a power plants' exhaust gases, only to plants located within
10 kilometres of cities with a population exceeding one million. Plants incritically polluted areas or
non-attainment cities will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis while all other plants- accounting for
nearly 79% of India's thermal power capacity- are exempt from mandatory FGD installation.- PTI
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FGD Rule Relaxation to Reduce
Electricity Cost by 25-30p a Unit

PTI

" New Delhi: The government's move to
ease sulphur emission rules for most
coal-fired power plants strikes adelica-
te balance between costs, climate and
compliance and is expected to cut elec-
tricity costs by 25-30 paise per unit, offi-
cials said on Sunday.

In a gazette notification, the govern-
ment has restricted the 2015 mandate of
flue-gas desulphurisation
(FGD) systems that remove sulphur
from a power plants'exhaust only
to plants located within 10 kik of
cities with a population exceeding one
million.

Plants in critically polluted areas or
non-attainment citiés will be evaluated

. on a case-by-case basis while all other

plants - aceounting for nearly 79 per

cefitof India's thermal power capacity

- are exempt from mandatory FGD in-
stallation.

The notification stated that the decision
was made following a detailed analysis
by the Central Pollution Control Board,
which found increased carbon dioxide
emissions resulting from the operation

und that ambient sulphur dioxide levels
in most of India are well withinthe
National Ambient AirQuality Standards
(NAAQS).

Measurements acrbss multiple cities
showed sulphur oxide levels ranging
between 3and 20 micrograms per cubic
meter, significantly below the NAAQS
threshold of 80 micrograms per cubic
meter.

Officials said studies had also questio-
ned the environmental and economic
efficacy of a universal FGD mandate in

“the Indian context.

Indian coal typically has a sulphur
content of less than 0.5 per cent, and
due to high stack heights and favourab-

«le meteorological conditions, disper-
sion of SO2isefficient.
of exlsungoonuul measures. The NIAS study warned that retrofit-
Industry officials said this would lead’ ting FGDs nationwide would add an esti-
to differentigted compliance based on mated 69 million tonnes of CO2 emis-
proximity to urban populations and sions between 2025 and 2030 due to incre-
the sulphur content of the coal used. ased limestone mining, transportation,
The new framework has been finalised and power consumption.
after extensive deliberations and multi- Industry officials said the relaxed
pleindependent studies. Thedecisionfol- norms are expected to bring down the
lows a series of studies by IT Delhi, cost of electricity by 25-30 paise per
CSIR-NEERI and the National Institute unit. That benefit, they said, will uiti-
of Advanced Studies (NIAS), which fo- mately flfow to consumers.

-

//_,A \
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The Economic Times « 13 Jul » Adani Energy Solutions Ltd. (AESL) » Adani Power Ltd.
(APL)

Desulphurisation Mandate Nixed
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S0 Emission Norms for
Coal Power Plants Eased
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The Economic Times « 13 Jul « Adani Group « Adani Power Ltd. (APL)
SO2 emission norms for coal power plants eased
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FGD rule relaxation may cut electricity cost by 25-30 paise per unit
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FGD rule relaxation
may cut electricity cost
by 25-30 paise¢ per unit

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhd, 13 July

The government’s move to ease sulphur
emission rules for most coal-fired power
plants strikes a delicate balance be-
tween costs, climate and compliance
and is expected to cut electricity costs by
25-30 paise per unit, officials said on
Sunday.

In a gazette notification, the govern-
ment has restricted the 2015 mandate of
installing flue-gas desulfurization (FGD)
systems that remove sulphur from a
power plants’ exhaust gases, only to
plants located within 10 kilometres of
cities with a population ex-
ceeding one million.

SEVERAL POWER

oxide levels in most parts of India are
well within the National Ambient Air
Quality Standards (NAAQS).

Measurements across multiple cities
showed sulphur oxide levels ranging be-
tween 3 and 20 micrograms per cubic
metre, significantly below the NAAQS
threshold of 80 micrograms per cubic
metre.

Officials said studies had also ques-
tioned the environmental and econ-
omic efficacy of a universal FGD
mandate in the Indian context.

Indian coal typically has a sulphur
content of less than 0.5 per cent, and due
to high stack heights and favourable
meteorological conditions,
dispersion of SO, is effi-

Plants in critically pol- pRODUCERS HAD cient.

luted areas or non-attain- \WARNED THAT THIS

The NIAS study warned

ment cities  will  be \wouLD NOT ONLY that retrofitting FGDs na-

evaluated on a case-by- pAISE COSTS BUT

tionwide would add an es-

case basis while all other ALSO IMPAIR GRID timated 69 million tonnes

plants — accounting for sTABILITY DURING
nearly 79 per centofIndia’s peax SEASONS

thermal power capacity —
are exempt from manda-
tory FGD installation.

The notification stated that the deci-
sion was made following a detailed
analysis by the Central Pollution Con-
trol Board, which found increased
carbon dioxide emissions resulting from
the operation of existing control
measures.

Industry officials said this would
lead to differentiated compliance based
on proximity to urban populations and
the sulphur content of the coal used.

The new framework has been final-
ised after extensive deliberations and
multiple independent studies. The deci-
sion follows a series of studies by IIT
Delhi, CSIR-NEERI and the National In-
stitute of Advanced Studies (NIAS),
which found that ambient sulphur di-

of CO, emissions between
2025 and 2030 due to in-
creased limestone mining,
transportation, and power
consumption.

Industry officials said the relaxed
norms are expected to bring down the
cost of electricity by 25-30 paise per unit.
That benefit, they said, will ultimately
flow to consumers.

In a high-demand, cost-sensitive
economy, the impact could be signifi-
cant — helping state discoms contain
tariffs and reducing the subsidy burden
on governments.

The financial burden of mandatory
FGD retrofitting was previously esti-
mated at over X2.5 trillion, or 1.2 crore
per Mw, with installation timelines of up
to 45 days per unit. Several power pro-
ducers had warned that this would not
only raise costs but also jeopardise grid
stability during peak seasons.
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Mint « 14 Jul » Adani Power Ltd. (APL) « Adani Energy Solutions Ltd. (AESL)
Power costs may decline as emissions norm eased
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Power costs
may decline
as emissions
norm eased

rituraj barvah@livemint com
NEW DELHI

he government has
relaxed the universal

implementation of flue-
gas desulphurization (FGD)
systems at coal power plants
across the country, in a move
thatislikely tolowerelectricity
prices.

A 12 July-notification from
the Union ministry of environ-
ment, forest and climate
change (MoEF&CC) said ther-
mal power plants outside a
10km radius of cities with a
population of Imillion ormore
will be excluded from the
requirement to install the sys-
tem.

Flue gas, aresidue from ther-
mal power plants, emits sul-
phurdioxide (SO2), which can
mixintheatmosphereand cre-
atesecondary particulate mat-
ter,anair pollutant.

While plantsin the National
Capital Region (NCR) and
other cities with at least I mil-
lion population will have to
comply with the norm, for
those within 10km radius of
critically polluted areas or non-
attainment cities, the need for
FGD installation will be
decided onacase-by-case basis.

Plants exempted from the
requirement toinstall FGDsys-
temsaccount for nearly 79%of
the overall 180 operational
power plantsin the country.,

For an extended version of
this story, go to livemint.com.,
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FGD rule easing to cut electricity cost by 25-30 paise per unit
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FGD rule easing to
cut electricity cost
by 25-30 paise/unit

THE GOVT'S
@ MOVE to ease
sulphur emission

rules for most
coal-fired power plants
strikes a delicate balance
between costs, climate and
compliance and is expected
to cut electricity costs by
25-30 paise per unit, officials
said on Sunday.
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Govt eases sulphur emission rules for coal power plants
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Govt eases sulphur

emission rules for
coal power plants

REUTERS
New Delhi, July 12

INDIA HAS REVERSED a
decade-old mandate to install
$30 billion worth of clean-air
equipment, easing sulphur
emission rules for most coal
fired power plants,a govern
ment ordersaid.

Reuters in  December
reported the government was
reviewing 2015 norms that
required nearly 540 coal-based
power units to install flue-gas
desulphurisation (FGD) sys
tems that remove sulphur
from the plants’exhaust gases
in phasesstarting in 2027,

The environment ministry
late on Friday issued a gazette
notification that exempted
79% of the coal-fired power
plants,outsidea 10-km radius
of populated and polluted
cities, fromthe 2015 mandate.

Themandate toinstall FGD
for another 11%b of the plants
near populated cities would be
taken ona“case-to-case basis”,

the notification said.

The balance of 109 of the
coal-fired power plants closer
to New Delhi and other cities
withamillion-plus population
will be required to install the
desulphurisation equipment
by December 2027, according
to the new mandate.

The notification comes
after state-run NTPC, India’s
top electricity producer, spent
about $4 billion on installing
the equipment at about 11%
of the power plants,and about
50%b of the units either placed
orders forthe desulphurisation
systemsorareinstalling them.

The Friday notification did
not mention theimpactonthe
competitiveness or recoveryof
costs by these power plants,

It said the decision was
taken after the Central Pollu
tion Control Board carried out
a detailed analysis of the
increase in “carbon dioxide
emission into the atmosphere
due to operation of control
measures being deployed”,
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The Financial Express « 13 Jul « Adani Group « Adani Power Ltd. (APL)
Govt eases sulphur emission rules for coal plants
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Govt eases
sulphur
emission rules

for coal plants

INDIA HAS REVERSED a
decade-old mandate to install
$30 billion worth of clean-air
equipment, easing sulphur
emission rules for most coal-
fired power plants, a govern-
ment order said.

Reuters in December
reported the government was
reviewing 2015 norms that
required nearly 540 coal-based
power units to install flue-gas
desulphurisation (FGD)systems
that remove sulphur from the
plants’ exhaust gases in phases
startingin 2027.

The environment ministry
late on Friday issued a gazette
notification that exempted
79% of the coal-fired power
plants, outside a 10-km radius
of populated and polluted cities,
from the 2015 mandate. The
mandate to install FGD for
another 11% of the plants near
populated citieswould be taken
on a “case-to-case basis”, the
notification said.

REUTERS
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Ahmedabad

Govt eases
sulphur
emission rules

for coal plants

INDIA HAS REVERSED a
decade-old mandate to install
$30 billion worth of clean-air
equipment, easing sulphur
emission rules for most coal-
fired power plants, a govern-
ment order said.

Reuters in December
reported the government was
reviewing 2015 norms that
required nearly 540 coal-based
power units to install flue-gas
desulphurisation (FGD) systems
that remove sulphur from the
plants’ exhaust gases in phases
startingin 2027.

The environment ministry
late on Friday issued a gazette
notification that exempted
79% of the coal-fired power
plants, outside a 10-km radius
of populated and polluted cities,
from the 2015 mandate. The
mandate to install FGD for
another 11% of the plants near
populated citieswould be taken
on a “case-to-case basis”, the
notification said.

REUTERS
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Tweak in sulphur norms will cut electricity costs
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CAPITAL
IDEAS.

RICHA MISHRA

he dictum
“No-one-size-fits-all”is
true in the energyand

norms as notified by the Environment
Ministry and the directions given by
CPCB from time to time.

The Environment Ministry
notification of December 2015, which
was lastamended in December 2024
stipulated stack emission norms
(including for Particulate Matter (PM)
and Sulphur Di-oxide(SO2)) based on
the age of the plant, timelines for
e based on the categorisation

environment space, and

after much arg s, the
policy makers seem to have
acknowledged it.

On July 11, the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate
Change (MoEFCC) came out witha
notification which eased sulphur
emission rules for most coal-fired power
plants. This move is expected to cut
clectricity costs by 25-30 paise per unit.

The sulphur dioxide emission
standards were brought out by the
Ministry on December 7, 2015, for coal
and lignite based thermal power plants.
Italso prescribed certain timelines,
which were amended from time to time.

Flue Gas Desulfurisation (FGD) isa
process used to remove SO2 from the
flue gas produced when burning fossil
fuels such as coal or oil or natural gas.
Since April last year, debates and
discussions have been taking place

of these TPPs based on location, and
Environmental Compensation, in case
of non-compliance.

The government has split the thermal
power plants into three different
categories:

Category A: Within 10 km radius of
National Capital Region or cities having
million plus population;

Category B: Within 10 km radius of
Critically Polluted Areas declared by
CPCB2 or Non-attainment cities under
the National Clean Air Program;

Category C: Other than those
included in category Aand B.

CALL FOR EASING NORMS

Inits latest notification, the
Environment Ministry has said that it
received many representatlons
regardmg exemption or relaxanon in

between the Ministries of Envi
and Power over the relevance of FGDs to
control sulphur dioxide emissions from
coal-fired thermal power plants.

Section 7 of the Electricity Act 2003
prescribes that any generating company
can establish, operate and maintaina
generating station without obtaining a
licence under the Act, if it complies with
the technical standards relating to
connectivity with the grid referred toin
clause (b) of Section 73 of the Act.

However, all thermal power plants are
required to comply with the emission

li ofthese i m

d availability of technology
Several studies were
conducted by research
institutions regarding
effectiveness and rationale
behind these standards and
their role in overall
ambient air pollution of the
region

due toli

providers, its techno-economic
feasibility, negative impact of Covid
pandemic on supply chain, price
escalation due to high demand and low
supplies, low sulphur dioxide
concentration in ambient airand the
heavy burden on consumer due to
increase in electricity tariffs, etc.

Italso said that explicit
recommendation of the Power Ministry
was received in this regard,

The Environment Ministry also noted
that several studies were conducted by
research institutions regarding
effectiveness and rationale behind these
standards and their role in overall
ambient air pollution of the region.

Acommittee in the Central Pollution
Control Board was constituted to
examine the issue, assess the available
study reports, other relevant materials
and other related factors and make a
recommendation on the applicability of
these standards and its timeline, it said.

The three different studies were done
by IIT Delhi, CSIR-NEERI and National
Institute of Advanced Studies (NIAS) at
Bengaluru, respectively. All these
studies were conducted independently
and were commissioned by different
government departments.

The key common point in these three
scientific studies is that, fitment of
FGDsinall TPPsin Indiais not
necessary to oomplv with the NAAQ

ds whos pli isdirectly
related to pubhc health

REMOVING UNCERTAINTY

Clearly, the Ministry wants to remove
the uncertainty over FGDs in the minds
of the industry without causing any
harm to public health, On the other
hand, the Ministry has not made any
change in the stack emission standards
for PM pollution since it is the key

concern for public health. Further, the
Ministry has also mandated that all
plants in Category A must comply with
the SO2 emission standards

December 31,2027 while plantsin
Category B must comply by December
31,2028 unless they are granted specific
exemption by the Ministry.

According to R Srikanth, Professor &
Dean of School of Natural Sciences &
Engineering, National Institute of
Advanced Studies, Bengaluru,and
co-author of the NIAS study,
“Indigenous High-efficiency
Electrostatic Precipitators (ESPs) have
been successfully retrofitted even in
thermal power plants with space
constraints and have demonstrated
their capability to achieve the above
stack emission standards for PM.

“Therefore, PM pollution control in
plants must be prioritised by retrofitting
High-efficiency ESPs in all 537 existing
thermal power plants to comply with the
PM stack emission norms within the
next two years.”

Onthe other hand, the installation of
FGDs indiscriminately in 537 existing
plants has a significant impact on global
warming by removing coolant sulphate
aerosols which mask global warming (as
per the Sixth Assessment Report of the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change issued in 2021) besides
increasing freshwater consumption in
inland plants. This will impact our
climate commitments and reduce water
security while imposing significant
capital investments leading to tariff
hikes for electricity customers.

Critics say the earlier decision was a
hurried one. Alesson from this is that
before in policy decision is taken, there
isa need to have proper scientific studies
covering various parts of the country
followed by stakeholder consultation.
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CENTRE RELAXES FGD RULE, ELECTRICITY
COST TO REDUCE BY 25-30 PAISE A UNIT

TDG NETWORK

NEW DELHI

he government's
move to ease sul-
phur emission rules

for most coal-fired power
plants strikes a delicate bal-
ance between costs, climate
and compliance and is ex-
pected to cut electricity costs
by 25-30 paise per unit, of-
ficials said on Sunday.

In a gazette notification,
the government has re-
stricted the 2015 mandate
of installing flue-gas desul-
phurisation (FGD) systems
that remove sulphur froma
power plants’ exhaust gases,
only to plants located within
10 kilometres of cities with
a population exceeding one
million.

Plants in critically pollut-
ed areas or non-attainment
cities will be evaluated on a
case-by-case basis while all
other plants -- accounting
for nearly 79 per cent of In-
dia’s thermal power capac-
ity -- are exempt from man-
datory FGD installation.

The notification stated
that the decision was made
following a detailed analy-
sis by the Central Pollution

—

Control Board, which found
increased carbon dioxide
emissions resulting from
the operation of existing
control measures.

Industry officials said this
would lead to differentiated
compliance based on prox-
imity to urban populations
and the sulphur content of
the coal used.

The new framework has
been finalised after ex-
tensive deliberations and
multiple independent stud-
ies. The decision follows
a series of studies by IIT
Delhi, CSIR-NEERI and
the National Institute of
Advanced Studies (NIAS),
which found that ambient
sulphur dioxide levels in
most parts of India are well
within the National Ambi-
ent Air Quality Standards

(NAAQS).
Measurements across
multiple cities showed sul-
phur oxide levels ranging
between 3 and 20 micro-
grams per cubic meter, sig-
nificantly below the NAAQS
threshold of 80 micrograms
per cubic meter. Officials
said studies had also ques-
tioned the environmental
and economic efficacy of a
universal FGD mandate in
the Indian context. Indian
coal typically has a sulphur
content of less than 0.5 per
cent, and due to high stack
heights and favourable me-
teorological conditions, dis-
persion of SO2 is efficient.
The NIAS study warned
that retrofitting FGDs na-
tionwide would add an es-
timated 69 million tonnes
of CO2 emissions between

2025 and 2030 due to in-
creased limestone mining,
transportation, and power
consumption.

Industry officials said the
relaxed norms are expected
to bring down the cost of
electricity by 25-30 paise
per unit. That benefit, they
said, will ultimately flow to
consumers.

In a high-demand, cost-
sensitive economy, the im-
pact could be significant
-- helping state discoms
contain tariffs and reduc-
ing the subsidy burden on
governments. The financial
burden of mandatory FGD
retrofitting was previously
estimated at over Rs 2.5
lakh crore, or Rs 1.2 crore
per MW, with installation
timelines of up to 45 days
perunit. Several power pro-
ducers had warned that this
would not only raise costs
but also jeopardise grid sta-
bility during peak seasons.

Industry executives wel-
comed the decision. “This
is a rational, science-based
move that avoids unneces-
sary costs and focuses regu-
lation where it is most need-
ed,” said a senior executive
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at a leading public sector
utility. “More importantly,
it will help keep electricity
affordable.”

Officials stressed that
the government remains
committed to environmen-
tal protection, but with a
smarter lens. “This is nota
rollback. Itisarecalibration
based on evidence,” said a
senior government official.
“Our approach is now tar-
geted, efficient and climate-
conscious,”

An affidavit incorporat-
ing these findings will be
submitted shortly to the
Supreme Court in the MC
Mehta vs Union of India
case, where FGD enforce-
ment timelines have been
under judicial scrutiny.

ICP Keshari, Director
General of Power Producers
Association (PPA), hailed
the decision as “good and
consumer-centric”.

The move will benefit
power plants based on do-
mestic coal, he said. Indian
coal, he said, does not have
any big sulfur oxides (SOx)
emission problem and it is
only the particulate matter,
which is of concern.
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Delhi 2nd most polluted city this yr, has
breached annual safety norms already

Times News Networs

New Delhi: Delhi, which ran-
ked as India's second most pol-
luted city with PM2.5 levels av-
eraging 87 micrograms per cu-
bic metre in the first half of
2025, crossed the WHO annual
PM2.5 limit as early as Jan 10,
and surpassed the National
Ambient Air Quality Standard
(NAAQS) by June 5.

Due to this, Delhi will rema-
ininviolation of both standards
for the remainder of the year, re-
gardless of subsequent pollu-
tion trends, says & new report by
the Centrefor Research on Ener-
gy and Clean Air (CREA).

The "overshoot day” is defi-
ned as a day when the average
pollution levels preceding that

day are 50 high that even a 0.1
g/m* daily concentration of
the pollutant for the remai-
ningdaysof the year would en-
sure non-compliance of theci-
ty to the prescribed annual
standard or guideline. CREA,
which analysed air quality
across India for Jan to June,
stated that by June, 259 out of
293 cities (over 88% ) had alrea-
dy overshot the WHO's annual
PM2.5 standard, Indicating
that non-compliance is wide-
spmd and not limited to a

few hotspots.
TheanalysisidmtiﬂesByr
nihat, on the Assam.
ya border, as the most
city in the country during the
first half of 2025, with an av-
erage PM2.5 concentration of

Delhi will remain
in violation of both
standards for the

123 micrograms per cubic met-
re. Delhi ranked second as the
most polluted city with PM2.5
levels at 87 micrograms percu-
bic metre, “Dethi air pollution
is not just from vehicles or sea-
sonal biomass burning, but al-
30 from year-round emissions
across sectors. Yet, enforce-
ment remains uneven, For ex-
ample, despite Supreme Court
directives, most thermal po-

wer plants near Delhi still lack
Flue Gas Desulfurization
(FGD)systems, Asof mid-2025,
only two of eleven plants wit-
hin 300 km have operational
FGDs. Such enforcement gaps
undermine vehicle policy ga-
ins and leave major sources
largely unchecked,” sald Ma-
noj Kumar, analyst at CREA.
In terms of average PM2.5,
most days in Delhi were in the
maoderate category (63), follo-
wed by the satisfactory catego-
ry (52), poor category (31), very
poor category (29), and both se-
vere and good categories on
threedays each. Other citiesin
the top 10 most polluted list in-
clude Hajipur, Ghaziabad,
Gurgaon, Sasaram, Patna, Tal-
cher, Rourkela, and Rajgir.
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Ministry supports revised SO2
emission norms, slams critics

Jayashree Nandi
ktters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The government on
Monday defended its recent move
to case sulphur dioxide (SO.) emis-
sion norms for thermal power
plants, saying the decision was
based on detailed scientific studies
and stakeholder consultations,
and that media reports terming
the move a “regulatory dilution”
have “grossly misinterpreted” the
notification.

The statement came days after
the Union environment ministry
on July Il extended deadlines and
exempted a large number of coal
plants from installing flue gas
desulphurisation units.

“The media reports misrepre-
sent both the scientific evidence
and the environmental policy
rationale underlying the revised
notification.” the ministry said in
its statement on Monday.

It said the revised norms were
framed after “extensive consulta-
tions with stakeholders and
research institutions regarding the
effectiveness and rationale behind
stack emission standards for SO2
on 537 TPPs throughout the coun-
try. and its role in overall ambient
air pollution of the region.”

Further, the ministry said sul-
fate aerosols from SO2 constitute a
relatively small fraction of PM 2.5,
suggesting that was not a major
public health issue, as suggested
by environmental groups.

Responding to criticism over
the rollback of deadlines and

THE MINISTRY
ALSO REJECTED
SUGGESTIONS
THAT NAAQS FOR
SO2, LAST REVISED
IN 2009, ARE
OUTDATED

exemptions for Category C plants,
which make up the bulk of India’s
coal fleet, the ministry said, “The
media reports misrepresent both
the scientific evidence and the
environmental policy rationale
underlying the revised notifica-
tion. Contrary to claims of regula-
tory dilution, the ministry’s deci-
sion represents a rational, evi-
dence-based  recalibration
anchored in current ambient air
quality data, sectoral emission
trends and broader sustainability
imperatives.”

The ministry also rejected sug-
gestions that the National Ambi-
ent Air Quality Standards
(NAAQS) for SO2, last revised in
2009, are outdated.

India established stringent sul-
phur dioxide emission standards
for coal-based power plants in
December 2015, requiring compli-
ance within two years.

Even after four extensions,
most of coal-fired power plants
have not yet installed flue gas
desulphurisation units to control
SO2 emissions, a major air pollu-
tant that converts into fine particu-
late matter (PM2.5) and causes a

range of discases.

Emissions that lead o high con-
centrations of SO2 generally also
lead to the formation of other SOX.
The largest sources of SO2 emis-
sions are from fossil fuel combus-
tion at power plants and other
industrial facilities, EPA has said.

Following the July 11 notifica-
tion, Shiv Sena (UBT) leader Aad-
itya Thackeray reached out to
Union environment minister Bhu-
pender Yadav and said that the
notification has diluted the exist-
ing norms.

“The notification dilutes the
2015 notification issued by the gov-
ernment to install flue gas desul-
phurization (FGD) units for all
coal plants. I am sure you are
aware that FGD units are critical
because they remove sulphur
dioxide from the air —a major pol-
lutantand a health hazard. Install-
ing FGD units can help avoid up to
48,000 deaths annually in India,”
the Shiv Sena (UBT) leader said in
his letter.

Meeting SO2 norms requires
the installation of Flue Gas Desul-
phurisation (FGD) systems, which
remove sulphur compounds from
fossil fuel emissions.

“.repeated delays in imple-
menting emission standards for
coal-based power plants since 2017
have hindered progress toward
cleaner air. Exempting category C
plants from SO2 controls will
severely undermine efforts to
achieve clean air across the coun-
try,"said Envirocatalysts founder
and lead analyst Sunil Dahiya.
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POWER COSTS
MAY DECLINE AS
CENTRE EASES
EMISSION NORMS

Rituraj Baruah
ritueaj bacuah@livemint com

NEW DELHI: The government
has relaxed the universal
implementation of flue-gas
desulphurisation (FGD) sys-
tems at coal power plants
across the country, in a move
that is likely to lower electricity
prices.

A 12 July-notification from
the Union ministry of environ-
ment, forest and climate
change (MoEF&CC) said ther-
mal power plants outside a
10km radius of cities with a
population of I million or more
will be excluded from the
requirement to install the sys-
tem.

Flue gas, a residue from
thermal power plants, emits
sulphur dioxide (S02), which
can mix in the atmosphere and
create secondary particulate
matter, an air pollutant.

While plants in the National
Capital Region (NCR) and other
cities with at least I million
population will have to comply
with the norm, for those within
10km radius of critically pol-
luted areas or non-attainment
cities, the need for FGD instal-
lation will be decided on a case-
by-case basis by the Centre
based on recommendations of
the expert appraisal committee
in charge of thermal power
projects.

“The sulphur dioxide emis-
sion standards shall not be
applicable to all Category C
thermal power plants subject
to ensuring compliance of
stack height criteria notified
vide notification number GSR
742 (E), dated the 30th August,
1990," said the notification
referring to the plants outside
the radius of 10km of cities with
1 million population.

These plants, which are
exempted from the require-
ment to install FGD systems,
account for nearly 79% of the
overall 180 operational power
plants in the country.

Plants within a 10km radius
of the NCR or cities with a pop-
ulation of | million initially had
to install FGD systems by 2017
but have been given multiple
extensions. Now, they need to
comply by 2027-end.
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Environment Ministry defends revised framework
for thermal plants to meet SO2 emission norms

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHILJULY 14

THE UNION Environment
Ministry Monday defended its
July 11 order which introduced a
revised framework for thermal
power plants to meet sulphur
dioxide (SO2) emission norms
and said that contrary to “claims
of regulatory dilution”, the deci-
sionwas based on evidence, sec-
toral emission trends and sus-
tainability imperatives.

The ministry’s revised com-
pliance framework exempted a
large number of coal- and lignite-
based plants from the mandate of
retro-fitting plants with flue gas
desulphurization devices. The
ministry said there was no no-

table difference in ambient SO2
concentrations between cities
where plants had fitted the tech-
nology versus those that had not.
S02 is a harmful gas and is
emitted when coal is burmed in
energy production. It also aids for-
mation of secondary pollutants.
“The norms of Sulphur
Dioxide emissions fromThermal
Power Plants notified on 11th July
is based on extensive consulta-
tions with stakeholders and re-
searchinstitutions regarding the
effectiveness and rationale be-
hind stack emission standards for
S02 on 537 TPPs throughout the
country, and its role in overall
ambient air pollution of the re-
gion,” a ministry statement said.
“Further, the norms were
based on detailed scientific stud-

ieswhich were carmied out by pre-
mierinstitutions such as [T Delhi,
National Institute of Advanced
Studies as well as by the National
Environmental Engineering
Research Institute_ besides scien-
tific examination by the Central
Pollution Control Board.” it added.
The ministry said: “Current
exposure levels provide no cred-
ible evidence to suggest that SO2,
under prevailing ambient condi-
tions, is a major public health
concern. Moreover, sulfate (sic)
aerosols formed from SO2 con-
stitute a relatively small fraction
of PM (particulate matter) 2.5."
The SO2 emission norms for
coal and lignite power plants
were first introduced in 2015.
Later, the compliance timelines
for plants were divided into three

categories, based onthe location
of the plants.

In the July 11 notification, the
ministry said the compliance
deadline for Category A plants, lo-
cated within a 10-km radius of
the Delhi-NCR or cities with a
population of more than one mil-
lion, remains December 2027,

Category B plants, located
within 10kmofcritically polluted
areas or cities not in compliance
with national ambient air quality
standards, will be assessed on a
casetocase basis based onrecom-
mendations of anexpert appraisal
committee. Category C plants, lo-
cated outside of these two areas,
will be completely exempted
from meeting the SO2 norms.
However, they will have to com-
ply with stack height critenia.

Simpleey.io

The ministry notification said
that thermal power plants due
to retire before December 2030
shall not be required to meet the
S02 emission norms, provided
they submit an undertaking for
exemption. A compensation at
the rate of Rs 0.40 per unit of
electricity generated would be
levied if they continue to oper-
ate beyond the 2030 timeline,

Out of the 600 units of coal
fired power plants, 537 were
identified forinstallation of flue-
gas desulphurization (FGD) tech-
nology, to curb SO2 emissions.

The ministry said inadetailed
note as per rough estimates, 32.54
lakh crore would be needed for
nationwide retrofitting of coal-
based capacity with FGD devices
to meet SO2 emission norms.
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Ministry defends
revised framework for
SO2 emission norms

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 14

THE UNION Environment
Ministry Monday defended its
July 11 order which introduced
arevised framework for thermal
power plants to meet sulphur
dioxide (SO2) emission norms
and said that contrary to“claims
of regulatory dilution”, the deci-
sionwas based on evidence, sec-
toral emission trends and sus-
tainability imperatives.

The ministry’s revised com-
pliance framework exempted a
large number of coal- and lig-
nite-based plants from the man-
date of retro-fitting plants with
flue gas desulphurization de-
vices. The ministry said that
there was no notable difference
in ambient SO2 concentrations
between cities where plants had
fitted the technology versus
those that had not.

S02 is a harmful gas and is
emitted when coal is bumed in
energy production. It also aids for-
mation of secondary pollutants.

“The norms of Sulphur
Dioxide emissions from Thermal
Power Plants notified on 11th jJuly
is based on extensive consulta-
tions with stakeholders and re-
search institutions regarding the
effectiveness and rationale behind
stack emission standards for SO2
on 537 TPPs throughout the coun-
try.anditsrole in overall ambient
airpollutionof the region,” amin-
istry statement saidl.

“The norms were based onde-
tailed scientific studies carmied out
by premier institutions suchas IIT
Delhi, National Institute of

Advanced Studies as well as by the
National Environmental
Engineering Research Institute
(NEERI)besides scientificexam-
ination by the Central Pollution
Control Board," it added.

The ministry said: “Current
exposure levels provide no credi-
ble evidence to suggest that SO2,
under prevailing ambient condi-
tions, is amajor public health con-
cern, Moreover, sulfate (sic)
aerosols formed from SO2 consti-
tute a relatively small fraction of
PM (particulate matter)2.5."

The SO2 emission norms for
coaland lignite power plants were
firstintroduced in 2015. Later, the
compliance timelines for plants
were divided into three categories,
based onthe locationof the plants.

TheJuly 11 order said plantsin
category A, located within 10kms
of the Delhi-National Capital
Region (NCR) or cities with amil-
lion plus population have to con-
tinue complying with the norms
by the end of 2027, For category
B plants, within 10-km of criti-
cally polluted areas or cities not
in compliance with national
ambient air quality standards
will apply on a case to case ba-
sis, based on recommendations
of anexpert appraisal committee.
For Category C plants, outside of
these two areas, will be com-
pletely exempted from meeting
the SO2 norms. However, they
will have to comply with stack
height criteria.

The notification said that ther-
mal power plants dueto retire be-
fore December 2030 shall not be
required to meet SO2 emission
norms, provided they submit an
undertaking for exemption.
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Centre again
relaxes SO2
emission norms
for coal plants

NIKHIL GHANEKAR
NEWDELHL ALY 12

THE UNION Environment
Ministry on Saturdayonce again
relaxed its deadline for coal
plants around Delhi-NCR to
meet its sulphur emission (SO2)
norms introduced in 2015, while
completely exempting several
plants located in a 10-km radius
of crtically-polluted areas from
meeting these nonmms.

The order, issued on
Saturday, means that of the 800
coal plants that were directed (o
meet SO2 emissions, only 66 -
focated withina 10-km radius of
Dethi-NCR - will have to comply.
The compliance deadline for
these plants will be December
31,2027.

The order effectively exempts
several coal plants from instaling
pollution-cutting flue-gas desul-
phurisation (FGD) technobogy,
which reduces SO2 emissions
from the plant’s exhaust gases.

The government’s Latest or-
der isthe fifth deadline extension
giventoplant operators since the
nonms were nedfied in 2015,

Sulphur dioxide, a harmiul
poliutant, also alds formation of
particulate matter that is lethal
and can enter the bloodstream,

These 66 plants, termed as
‘Category A’ plants, are Jocated
withan a 10-km radiss of Delhi-
NCRor cities with over a malion
population as per the 2011
Census,

There are 72 plants in
'Category B - located within a
10-km radius of critically pol-
uted areas or cities not in com-
pliance with national air quality
standards - onwhom SO2 nomms
willl be applicable on a “case to
case™ basis, the order said,

Meanwhile, over 450
‘Category C plants, which are
neither near Delhi-NCR nor near
critically poliuted arcas, have
been completely exempted from
meeting the sulphur emission
nonms

However, they will have to
adheve to the stack besght crige-
riaand timeline, as peescribed by
the Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCR). the order added,

The order came on the back
of multiple studies, as well as
recommendations made by a
high-powered  committee

chaired by Principal Sclentific
Adviser (PSA) Ajay Kumar Sood
The committee had concluded
that the installation of FGD was
net necessary inall coal plants.

In a report. the National
Institute of Advanced Studies
submitted to the high-poveered
commattee that indian coal. used
10 generate 92% electncity pro-
duced by thermal plants, hasa
low average sulphur content. in
facr. it saud that FGD installation
nall coal planes by 2030 will in-
crease auxiliary power con-
sumption and add more long-
Ived carbon diaxide emessions,
whike removing short-lved sul-
phur dicxide emissions.

All the studies considered by
the office of the PSA had instead
called for tocussing efforts on
cuting particulate matter poliu-
tion and imstalling electrostatic
precipitatoss,

The order stated that the
CPCB had submitted recom-
mendations after detasied analy-
sis and study of national ambi-
ent air quality standards of
sulphur dioxide across most re-
gons. it added that the pollution
control measures were causing
an increase in carbon dioxide
emissions as well increasing
footpring due 1o use of hmestone,
andd its transpaoctation

The oedier further said thatan
explicit recommendation has
been received from the Minsstry
of Power about relaxation in
tmelines to meet noerms. “.sev-
eral stakeholder consultations
were done with Industry..
Ministry of Power, Central
Pollution Control Board, scien-
tific institutions, and other stake-
holders regarding these emis-
sion standards and their
timeline,” it added,

The government had ident-
fied 537 coal plant unies with a
capacity of over 200 Gigawatts
(GW} for FGD installation. Of
these, the technology has al-
ready been instalied in 49 units
with a capacity of 25 GW, as per
data provided by the govern-
ment in Lok Sabha in March,

Contracts awarded for 211
units (90CW) and 180 units (58
CW) were under varions stages
of the rendering process. About
97 units with a capacity of 27
CW were under the pre-tender-
ing process, the government had
said.
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Centre defends new coal plant
rules, calls them cost-effective

Jacob Koshy

NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Environ-
ment and Forests said in a
note on Monday that its re-
cent decision to exempt a
majority of thermal power
plants from installing flue
gas desulphurisation (FGD)
units was a “scientifically
justified shift towards more
targeted, cost-effective and
climate-coherent regula-
tion” and not a rollback of
environmental safeguards.

FGD units are used to
cut sulphur dioxide emis-
sions from coal plants and
in 2015, the Ministry had
made the systems manda-
tory for all thermal plants.
However, only 8% of In-
dia’s roughly 180 coal
plants have done so. The
other plants have received
multiple extensions from
the Ministry for reasons
such as limited availability
of these units and high
cost. The latest order, ho-

e Sy T

Revised norms: Under the new rules, only about 119 of India's
600 thermal power units have to install FGD systems. RV. MOORTHY

wever, says only a minority
of plants - 22% - located
in major cities with a histo-
ry of poor air quality need
to install these units.

The revised policy, its
note says, reflects India’s
“...declining ambient sul-
phur dioxide levels, the li-
mited role of sulphur diox-
ide levels in driving PM2.5
health impacts and... the
disproportionate resource
and environmental costs of
indiscriminate FGD man-

dates”. The Ministry’s note
was in response to “media
reports”.

According to the Minis-
try, India’s annual sulphur
dioxide concentration
standard of 50 microgram/
cubic metre is more strin-
gent than Japan (66), Euro-
pean Union (52.4) and Aus-
tralia (66). A 2023
measurement in 492 cities,
the Ministry said, found
that all but two — Dehra-
dun and Kolar - were com-

pliant. Indian coal was nat-
urally low in sulphur (0.5%
of weight) but had high ash
content and therefore led
to low sulphur dioxide con-
centrations. Studies had
shown that cities with ther-
mal power plants that have
FGD technology and those
without FGD technology
didn’t show any “signifi-
cant difference” in sulphur
dioxide concentrations, it
said.

“Eliminating all sulphur
dioxide emissions would
only result in a marginal
improvement of particu-
late matter concentra-
tions... At .2 crore per
MW, the capital expense of
installing FGD would be
12.54 lakh crore and would
only bring about a margi-
nal benefit,” it said.

Under new rules, only
about 11% of India’s 600
thermal power units — a
single plant can have multi-
ple units — have to manda-
torily install FGD systems.
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Smoke and sulphur

There cannot be different
environmental standards within India

he axe has dropped. The Environment
T Ministry has exempted the majority of In-

dia’s coal-fired plants from mandatorily
installing Flue Gas Desulphurisation (FGD) sys-
tems, which are designed to cut sulphur dioxide
(S802) emissions. In effect, this undermines its
own mandate from 2015 that required all such
plants — there are about 180 of them now, com-
prising 600 units — to install these systems. While
these were expected to be in place by 2017, only
about 8% of the units have actually installed FGD
— nearly all by the public-sector National Ther-
mal Power Corporation (NTPC). SO: is among the
gases monitored by the Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) as exposure beyond a degree can
be harmful. Less appreciated is its propensity to
form sulphates in the air and contributing to par-
ticulate matter pollution. In general, India’s aver-
age ground-level SO: measurements have been
below the permissible levels — one among several
reasons that there has not been a sense of urgen-
cy in implementing FGD norms. The official rea-
sons are the limited number of vendors in India,
high installation costs, the potential rise in elec-
tricity bills, and disruptions due to the COVID-19
pandemic. While the latest deadlines flew by in
2024, the Environment’s Ministry’s decision ~ it
follows consultations with scientific institutions
and new commissioned studies - is a sharp dis-
avowal of the current policy. An expert appraisal
committee says that Indian coal is low in sulphur;
SOz levels in cities near plants with operational
FGD units do not differ significantly from those
without these units, and all of these were anyway
well below permissible levels. The committee
had said that concerns about sulphates are un-
founded. It also argued, echoed by the Minister
for Power, that sulphates had a beneficial side-ef-
fect in suppressing warming from greenhouse
gas emissions. Thus, reducing sulphates would
actually worsen warming and compromise In-
dia’s climate goals. While IPCC assessments do
account for the heat-suppressing action of sul-
phates, nowhere is it projected as an unalloyed
good.

A minority of plants, about a fifth - those with-
in a 10 km radius of the NCR; in cities with a pop-
ulation of over a million, or known to be in pollu-
tion hotspots — must install FGDs by 2028. This
seems to suggest that what determines their in-
stallation is the location of a coal plant and not
whether FGDs are effective or SO: is harmful.
This is a rare instance when there are different
environmental standards within India on con-
trolling exposure to a pollutant. While it is not
unscientific to revise understanding of the harms
or benefits of substances, this needs debate in the
public domain before a policy is changed. Other-
wise it amounts to undermining India’s commit-
ment to scientifically informed public health.
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Centre relaxes pollution

control norm for
thermal power plants

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

The Union Environment
Ministry has exempied the
majority of ndia‘s thermal
power plants from install-
ing flue gas desulphurisa-
thon systems, which are de
signed to cut sulphur diox
Ide emissions. Flue gas, a
residue from burning fuels
in thermal power plants,
emits SOu, which can mix
In the atmosphere and ore
ate secondary particulate
matter lnked 1o air pol-
thon. There are about 180
TPPs In India and a single
plant can have mubiple un-
its. Now on, only about 11%
of Indias 600 thermal
power plant (TPP) units,
located within a 10-km ra-
dius of the National Capital
Region or dities with a pop
ulation of at least a milkion

Centre relaxes pollution
control norm for
thermal power plants

Nowr or, only about 11% of 600
thermal povser plant units in
edia have to mandatority
estall FGD systems, FRE PHOTO

and coming under ‘Catego
ry A", have to mandatorily
install the FGD systems,
Another 1% of TPPs, un-
der Category B - located
within K) km radius of crit-
ically polluted areas (CPA)
or non-attainment cities
(NAC) - may or may not
have o install the system.
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78% of thermal plants need not
install key anti-polluting systems

Jacob Koshy

NEW DELHI

The Union Environment
Ministry has exempted the
majority of India’s thermal
power plants from install-
ing flue gas desulphurisa-
tion (FGD) systems, which
are designed to cut sulphur
dioxide (SO2) emissions.
Flue gas, a residue from
burning fuels in thermal
power plants, emits SOz,
which can mix in the at-
mosphere and create se-
condary particulate mat-
ter. These are linked to air
pollution.

There are about 180
thermal power plants in In-
dia and a single plant can
have multiple units. Now
on, only about 11% of In-
dia’s 600 thermal power
plant (TPP) units have to
mandatorily install the
FGD  systems. These
plants, called ‘Category A",
are the ones located within
a 10-km radius of the Na-
tional Capital Region or ci-
ties with a population of at

least a million as per the
2011 Census.

Another 11% of TPPs,
called Category B - located
within 10 km radius of crit-
ically polluted areas (CPA)
or non-attainment cities
(NAC) - may or may not
have to install FGD, de-
pending upon the decision
by a committee of experts.

The remaining 78% of
thermal power plants, or
‘Category C’, and are now
exempt from installing
FGD. The updated rules re-
garding the installation of
FGD are in line with the re-
commendations of an exp-
ert committee constituted
by Principal Science Advis-
er Ajay Sood this April. The
Hindu had reported on
this. Last month, Power
Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar had said the Cen-
tral  Pollution Control
Board was examining this
committee’s recommenda-
tions and would be taking a
call on the future of FGD.

The plants in Category A
were to have put in place

FGD systems by 2017 but
have been given extensions
to comply. The latest is De-
cember 30, 2027.

Category B plants that
comply with the EAC
norms have a deadline of
December 30, 2028, to in-
stall the FGD. CPA are re-
gions or industrial clusters
that are extremely polluted
and deemed so according
to a specified criteria by
the Central Pollution Con-
trol Board (CPCB). NAC
there are 131 of them - are
those that have the worst
air quality and haven’t met
the National Ambient Air
Quality Standards (NAAQS)
for at least five years.

Only about 8% of India’s
TPPs have installed FGD
units. The limited number
of vendors capable of in-
stalling such equipment in
India, high installation
costs, potential rise in elec-
tricity bills have been some
of the reasons cited by the
Power Ministry for the
plants’ inability to adhere
to previous deadlines.
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Centre exempts 78% of thermal plants
from installing key anti-polluting systems

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

The Union Environment
Ministry has exempted the
majority of India’s thermal
power plants (TPPs) from
installing flue gas desul-
phurisation (FGD) systems,
which are designed to cut
sulphur dioxide (SO2) emis-
sions. Flue gas, a residue
from burning fuels in ther-
mal power plants, emits
S0z, which can mix in the
atmosphere and create se-
condary particulate matter
linked to air pollution.
There are about 180
TPPs in India and a single
plant can have multiple un-

Now on, only about 11% of
India’s 600 thermal power plant
units have to mandatorily install
the FGD systems. FILE PHOTO

its. Now on, only about 11%
of India’s 600 thermal
power plant (TPP) units,
located within a 10-km ra-

dius of the National Capital
Region or cities with a pop-
ulation of at least a million
and coming under ‘Catego-
ry A’ , have to mandatorily
install the FGD systems.

Another 11% of TPPs, un-
der Category B — located
within 10 km radius of crit-
ically polluted areas (CPA)
or non-attainment cities
(NAC) — may or may not
have to install the system.

The remaining 78% of
thermal power plants, un-
der ‘Category C', are now
exempt from installing the
FGD systems.

The updated rules re-
garding the installation of
FGD are in line with the re-

commendations of an exp-
ert committee constituted
by Principal Science Advis-
er Ajay Sood this April. The
Hindu had reported on
this. Last month, Power
Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar had said the Cen-
tral Pollution Control
Board was examining this
committee’s
recommendations.

Manoj Kumar, who has
researched the FGD's im-
pact at the Centre for Re-
search and Energy on
Clean Air, criticised the
decision.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE7
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Centre relaxes pollution
control norms for TPPs

“Power plants are known to impact areas 200 ki-
lometres away from their location. Thus, they are
a source of transboundary pollution, regardless of
the category they fall into. Additionally, using tall
chimneys is not an effective pollution-control
measure; it merely disperses sulfur dioxide higher
into the atmosphere. This decision will affect mil-
lions of lives in India by increasing the risk of lung
and heart diseases,” Mr. Kumar told The Hindu.
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Anti-polluting system exemption to
thermal plants based on proof: Govt

AKSHEEVTHAKUR

NEWDEIHIL, JULY 14

Days after it was criticised for
exempting a large section of
the thermal power plants from
installing flue gas desulphuri-
sation (FGD) systems, which
cut sulphur dioxide emis-
sions, the Union Environment
Ministry said its decision rep-
resented a “rational and evi-
dence-based recalibration”.

The total installed capacity of
coalbased thermal power
plantsin India is approximate-
Ly 210,969 MW. The coal-based
capacity is a significant portion
of India’s overall power gener-
ation capacity, contributing to
over 45% of the total. Sulphur
dioxide emissions are linked to
airpollution.

Citing studies from institu-
tions such as ITTDelhi, Nation-
al Institute of Advanced Stud-
ies as well as by the National
Environmental Engineering
Research Institute (NEERI),
the environment ministry
said current exposure levels
provided no credible evidence
to suggest that sulphur diox-

ide,under prevailing ambient
conditions, 1s a major public
health concern.

A detailed analysis carried
outby II'T-Delhi shows that sul-
fate contributes only 0.96 per
cent to 5.21 per cent of particu-
late matter (PM2.5) and 0.57 per
cent t0 3.67 per cent of PM101in
cities near thermal power
plants. The institute in the
study found no significant dif-
ference in sulphur dioxide lev-
els between cities with thermal
power plants equipped with
operational FGDs and those
without them.

A study by NEERI also sug-
gested that sulphur dioxide

CITES IIT-DELHI STUDY

| Citing studies from IT-Delhi,

National Institute of Advanced
Studiesaswell as by the Natior-
al Environmental Engineering
Research Institute, the environ-
ment ministry said current expo-
sure levels provided no credible
evidence tosuggestthatsul-
phur dioxide, under prevailing
ambient conditions, is a major
public health concem.

emissions contribute mini-
mally to overall ambient air
pollution levels in the form of
particulate matter.

There are 180 operational
thermal power plants in India
and these have 537 units. As
per government’s official
statement In August 2024,
only 34 have installed FGD.
Now, only about 11 per cent of
India’s 537 thermal power
plant units have to mandatori-
ly install FGD systems.

Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh said sulphur dioxide is
a health hazard and the min-
istry’s policymaking could be
driven by “flawed metrics”.
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Centre: S02 norms relaxation misinterpreted

!

NEW DELHI: The government on
Monday defended its recent
move to ease sulphur dioxide
(S02) emission norms for

In a statement issued a few days
after the July 11 notification that
extended deadlines and exempted
a large number of coal plants from
installing flue gas desulphurisa-
tion units, the ministry said, “The
media reports misrepresent both
the scientific evidence and the en-
vironmental policy rationale un-

derlying the revised notification.”
It said the revised norms were
framed after “extensive consulta-
tions with stakeholders and re-
search institutions regarding the
effectiveness and rationale behind
stack emission standards for SO2
on 537 TPPs throughout the coun-
try, and its role in overall ambient
air pollution of the region”.
“Further, the norms were based
on detailed scientific studies which
were carried out by premier insti-
tutions such as IIT Delhi, National
Institute of Advanced Studies as
well as by the National Environ-

mental Engineering Research In-
stitute (NEERI)-a constituent labo-
ratory of Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research (CSIR) besides
scientific

emptions for Category C phnts
which make up the bulk of India’s
coalﬂoet the ministry said, “The

m The media reports misrepresent both the scientific
evidence and the environmental policy rationale
underlying the revised notification
Union Government

"%

ry dilution, the ministry’s deci-
sion represents a rational, evi-
dence-based recalibration an-
chored in current ambient air
quality data, sectoral emission
mndsandbmadersminabm:y
imperatives,” it said.

The ministry also rejected sug-
gestions that the National Ambi-
ent Air Quality Standards
(NAAQS) for SO2, revised in
2009, are outdated. conten-
tion that the existing SO2 NAAQS,
last updated in 2009, are obsolete
simply due to their age is scientifi-
cally unfounded, “ it said.

“In fact, any revision to SO2
standards must be driven by its ac-
tual contribution to PM2.5 levels
and its corresponding health bur-
den, rather than rhetorical asser-

tions," the ministry added.
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A Smarter, Cheaper
Path to Clean Air and
Power

¢ Government’s recent
decision to ease the

blanket requirement
for flue gas desulphurisation
(FGD) systems across its coal-
fired power fleet is nota
retreat from environmental
responsibility. On the con-
trary, it represents a mature,
data-driven course correction
— one that balances science,
fiscal prudence and the real-
ities of a still-developing econ-
omy.

The days of importing regu-
lation from abroad, without
context or calibration, must
end. This decision is proof
that India has begun creating
laws and norms that suit
Indian requirements and con-
ditions. FGD systems remove
sulphur dioxide (SO,) from
the exhaust of coal-fired
power plants. In regions that
use high-sulphur coal or face
heavy industrial pollution,
FGDs are essential. But in
India — where domestic coal
is inherently low in sulphur
and ambient SO, levels across
most cities remain well within
permissible limits — a univer
sal mandate was always diffi-

businesses live on the margin
of affordability, that is a steep
and unnecessary price to pay.
Moreover, given the current
cross subsidy norms that are
in place, this would mean a
much higher cost for industry
and business which would
render them even more
uncompetitive in the global
market. It would also stoke
inflation, because all high
costs must eventually be
borne by customers.

The government’s revised
approach keeps FGDs man-
datory for plants near large
urban centres or critically
polluted regions but exempts
those in low-risk zones. This
is regulation by risk, not rit-
ual. Itis how good policy

The days of importing
regulation from
abroad, without con-
text or calibration,
must end, and India
has begun creating
laws and norms that
suit its requirements
and conditions
—_—
should be made.

In fact, it is important to
note that India needs to
remain committed to thermal
production of power for sev-
eral reasons.

First, India is resource-
starved, more specifically
capital starved. Replacing

cult to justify. The evidence coal plants would pose a

now confirms that suspicion.  monumental cost, thus taking
Three independent studies  away precious funds from

by IIT Delhi, CSIR-NEERI and  even more critical areas of

the National Institute of economic reform.

Advanced Studies have found Second, India has abun-

that ambient SO, concentra- dant coal, and must therefore

tions are between 3 and 20 conserve its forex outgo by

pg/m® — far below the 80 using the coal it has, and

pg/m?® threshold. They also sticking to imports wherever

show no significant difference quired

between SO, levels near FGD- Third, India is investing

equipped plants and those heavily in solar and other

without. The environmental
benefit, in short, is marginal.

The economic and climate
costs, however, are not.
Retrofitting FGDs would
require Rs 2.5 lakh crore in
investment and lead to 45-day
shutdowns per boiler. Worse,
the added auxiliary power,
limestone usage and mining
logistics would generate 69
million tonnes of additional
CO; emissions — a climate
penalty that defeats the pur-
pose of the exercise.

But perhaps the most
important and immediate
impact will be felt on electric-
ity prices. A blanket FGD
mandate would have raised
generation costs by 25 to 30
paise per unit.

In an economy where mil-
lions of homes and small

renewables, But that comes
with a disadvantage. At times
of surplus power, either
because demand falls, or
because solar power produc-
tion is high on account of
good sunlight, we have sur-
plus power generation. At
that time, thermal plants can
be shut, not solar (it is impos-
sible to shut solar plants).
That is another reason why
merchant energy sale must
be allowed by shutting down
thermal plants to stabilise the
grid and national costs.

That is why, regulators
need to bear in mind that
when ground realities change,
the governing policies too
must change. India is not
backing away from its envi-
ronmental commitments. It is

simply making them smarter.
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FGD rule relaxation to cut electricity cost by 25-30 paise a unit

PTI
NEW DELHI

The government’s move to ease
sulphur emission rules for most
coal-fired power plants strikes a
delicate balance between costs,
climate and compliance and is
expected to cut electricity costs

by 25-30 paise per unit, officials
said on Sunday.

In a gazette notification, the
government has restricted the
2015 mandate of installing flue-
gas desulphurisation (FGD) sys-
tems that remove sulphur from
a power plants’ exhaust gases,
only to plants located within 10

kilometres of cities with a popu-
lation exceeding one million.
Plants in critically polluted
areas or non-attainment cities
will be evaluated on a case-by-
case basis while all other plants
- accounting for nearly 79% of
India’s thermal power capacity -
- are exempt from mandatory

FGD installation. The notifica-
tion stated that the decision was
made following a detailed analy-
sis by the Central Pollution
Control Board, which found
increased carbon  dioxide
emissions resulting from the
operation of existing control
measures.
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Industry officials said this would
lead to differentiated com-
pliance based on proximity to
urban populations and the sul-
phur content of the coal used.
The new framework has been
finalised after extensive deliber-
ations and multiple indepen-
dent studies.
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Revision is likely to cut power generation costs by up to Rs o.30/kilowatt hour, offering direct benefit to consumers

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: India’s decision
to relax its mandate on flue gas
desulphurisation (FGD) sys-
tems at coal-fired power plants
is being viewed internationally
not as environmental regres-
sion, but as a shift toward more
nuanced and evidence-led reg-
ulation. The move aligns with
broader global trends, where
countries are increasingly tai-
loring emissions policies to
local conditions and life-cycle
climate considerations.

The Ministry of Envi-
ronment, Forest and Cli-
mate Change (MoEF&CC)

announced that FGD sys-
tems, which remove sulphur
dioxide (SO;) from flue gases,
will now be mandatory only
for plants near dense urban
zones or in critical pollution
areas. Roughly 80 per cent of
India’s installed coal capac-
ity, most of it running on low-
sulphur domestic coal, will be
exempt.

The decision follows inde-
pendent assessments by three
Indian research institutions,
which concluded that ambi-
ent SO, levels are well within
national standards even in
regions without FGDs. Mean-
while, full-scale retrofitting

Closer Look

» FGD systems, which remove sulphur dioxide (SO,) from
flue gases, will now be mandatory only for plants near
dense urban zones or in critical poliution areas.

» Roughl; 80% of India’s installed coal capacity, most of it
xomielng anlow-slphor: commslic eod, Wil Bs sxsmpt

» India is not alone. The US, Europe and China — all of
which pioneered FGD rollouts in earlier decades —
have since shifted toward differentiated enforcement

was projected to increase CO,
emissions by nearly 70 million
tonnes over five years, largely
due to added limestone mining
and auxiliary energy use.

‘The revision is also expected

to reduce power generation
costs by Rs 0.25 - Rs 0.30 per
kilowatt hour, offering a direct
benefit to consumers and eas-
ing pressure on India’s cash-
strapped power distribution

companies. Industry experts
have described the move as
“regulatory realism” that will
preserve affordability without
compromising core environ-
mental goals.

India is not alone. The
US, Europe and China — all
of which pioneered FGD roll-
outs in earlier decades — have
since shifted toward differen-
tiated enforcement and per-
formance-based compliance.
China, after an aggressive FGD
deployment from 2004 to 2012,
now applies zonal standards
and is placing more emphasis
on PM2.5 reduction and sys-
tem-level efficiency.
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Critics continue to argue
that any relaxation risks delay-
ing clean air goals.

But those in government
insist that the new framework
targets pollution where it mat-
ters most and frees up billions
in capital for higher-impact
interventions such as electro-
static precipitators, real-time
monitoring and renewable grid
upgrades.

For many developing
economies still reliant on coal,
India’s recalibration may serve
as a practical template - ambi-
tious where necessary, eco-
nomical where possible and
always informed by data.
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Jairam Ramesh slams
govl after it eases SO2
emission norms
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NEW DELHI: With the gov-
ernment exempting about
78 cent per cent of coal-fired
plants from installing key anti-
polluting systems, Congress
leader Jairam Ramesh on Sun-
day said the Environment Min-
istry’s rationale for the policy is
based on “faulty premises”.

He asserted that the govern-
ment’s policymaking will con-
tinue to be driven by “flawed
metrics” in the absence of the
National Ambient Air Quality
Standards (NAAQS) revision.

The former environment
minister attacked the govern-
ment after the central govern-
ment once again extended the
deadline for coal-based ther-
mal power plants to comply
with sulphur dioxide emission
norms and fully exempted
those located away from crit-
ically polluted areas or cities
with a population of over one
million.

“The Modi Government
has already achieved the dubi-
ous distinction of having made
India the global leader in sul-
phur dioxide emissions. Now
we learn that the Environment
Ministry has exempted 78-89%
of India’s thermal power plants
from installing flue gas desul-
phurisation (FGD) systems
that cut sulphur dioxide emis-
sions,” Ramesh said in a post
on X.

This is after the deadline
for installing FGD systems,
initially slated for 2017, was
repeatedly pushed, the Con-
gress general secretary said.

Sulphur dioxide is a direct

Highlights

» He asserted that the
government’s policy
making will continue to
be driven by “flawed
metrics” in the absence
of the National Ambient
Air Quality Standards
(NAAQS) revision

» Sulphur dioxide is a
direct threat to public
health and has also been
known to impact cloud

formation, disrupting
the monsoon that is the
lifeline of the Indian
economy, Ramesh said

threat to public health and has
also been known to impact
cloud formation, disrupting
the monsoon that is the life-
line of the Indian economy,
Ramesh said.

“More damagingly, research
has increasingly shown that a
large part of India’s ambient
PM2.5 (fine particulate matter
of diameter less than 2.5 mm) is
attributable to secondary par-
ticulate matter formed when
sulphur dioxide reacts with
other compounds,” he said.

Estimates suggest that any-
where between 12 per cent to
30 per cent of PM2.5 is attrib-
utable to such sulphur dioxide
compounds, he said.

“The Ministry’s rationale
for this policy is based on two
faulty premises. The Ministry
had earlier amended the focus
of the National Clean Air Pro-
gram (NCAP) to focus largely
on PM10 emissions (particu-
late matter of less than 10mm
diameter).

“PM10 is a lot less dan-

gerous to human health than
PM2.5 but is more obviously
visible and somewhat easier
to tackle, since it includes ele-
ments such as road dust” he
said.

By choosing to turn a blind
eye towards PM2.5 in its pol-
icymaking, the ministry has
consigned us to many years
more of our ongoing public
health crisis - and this deci-
sion to tolerate sulphur diox-
ide compounds is only set to
exacerbate this trend, he said.

“The Ministry claims that
sulphur dioxide levels in India
are largely within the limits
of the National Ambient Air
Quality Standards (NAAQS).
As we have repeatedly pointed
out, the NAAQS were last
updated in 2009, when the
prevailing levels of particu-
late matter and emissions were
of a decidedly lower order of
magnitude, and when the cat-
astrophic public health conse-
quences of particulate matter
were not known, Ramesh said.
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Government eases sulphur dioxide emission
norms, exempts large number of coal plants
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NEW DELHI: The central
government has once again
extended the deadline for coal-
based thermal power plants to
comply with sulphur dioxide
emission norms and has fully
exempted those located away
from critically polluted areas or
cities with a population of over
one million,

In a notification dated July
11, the environment ministry
said the compliance deadline
for Category A plants, located
within a 10-km radius of the
National Capital Region or cit-
ies with a population of over
one million, has been extended
from December 2024 to Decem-
ber 2027.

Category B plants, situated
within a 10-km radius of crit-
ically polluted areas or non-

attainment cities, will now be
assessed on a case-by-case basis
instead of adhering to the ear-
lier 2025 deadline. Category C
plants -- all others not falling
under Category A or B -- have
been completely exempted from
the sulphur dioxide norms, pro-
vided they meet the prescribed
stack height criteria. These
plants were earlier required to
comply by December 2026.
Flue gas desulphurization
units are installed in coal-fired
power plants to control sulphur
dioxide emissions, a major air

pollutant. SO2 converts into
fine particulate matter (PM2.5),
which can penetrate deep into
the lungs and cause a range of
diseases, leading to millions of
deaths each year.

The ministry said it had
received numerous represen-
tations seeking exemption or
relaxation in the timelines of the
emission standards due to fac-
tors such as the “limited avail-
ability of technology providers,
its techno-economic feasibility,
negative impact of the Covid
pandemic on supply chain, price
escalation due to high demand
and low supplies, low Sulphur
dioxide concentration in ambi-
ent air and heavy burden on
consumer due to increase in
electricity prices etc”.

It added that it had also
received an “explicit recommen-
dation” from the Ministry of

Power in this regard. According
to the notification, several stud-
ies were conducted by research
institutions regarding the effec-
tiveness and rationale behind
the SO2 standards and their
role in the overall ambient air
pollution of the region.

The ministry said consulta-
tions were held with the indus-
try, the Ministry of Power, the
Central Pollution Control Board
(CPCB), scientific institutions
and other stakeholders regard-
ing the emission standards and
their timeline.

It added that a committee
was constituted in the CPCB
to “examine the issue in total-
ity, assess the available study
reports, other relevant mate-
rials and other related factors
and make a recommendation
on applicability of these stan-
dards and its timeling”.
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Centre eases FGD norms for power
plants, electricity costs to come down

NEW DELHI, JuL B

HE  Ministry of
I Environment, Forest
and Climate Change

has relaxed the require-
ment for mandatory
installation of flue gas
desulphurisation (FGD)
systems at most coal-
based thermal power
plants, marking a move
towards differentiated
compliance based on
proximity to urban popu-
lations and the sulphur
content of the coal used

The new framework,
finalised after extensive
deliberations and multi-
ple independent studies,
will restrict FGD man-
dates only to plants locat-
ed within 10 kilometres of
cities with a population
exceeding one million,

Plants in critically pol-
luted areas or non-attain-
ment cities will be evalu-
ated on a case-by-case
basis. All other plants -
accounting for nearly 79
per cent of India‘s thermal
power capacity - are now
exempted from mandato-
ry FGD installation.

Crucially, the relaxed
norms are expected to
bring down the cost of
electricity by 25 to 30
paise per unit. That bene-
fit, say experts, will ulti-

mately flow to con-
sumers. In a high-
demand, cost-sensitive
economy, the impact

could be significant, help-
ing state discoms contain
tariffs and reducing the
subsidy burden on gov-
ernments.

The financial burden of
mandatory FGD retro-
fitting was previously
estimated at over Rs 2.5
lakh crore, or Rs 1.2 crore
per MW, with installation
timelines of up to 45 days

per unit. Several power
producers had warned
that this would not only
raise costs but also jeopar-
dise grid stability during
peak seasons.

The decision follows a
series of studies by T
Delhi, CSIR-NEERI and
the National Institute of
Advanced Studies
(NIAS), which found that
ambient sulphur dioxide
levels in most parts of
India are well within the
National Ambient Air
Quality Standards
(NAAQS). Measurements
across multiple cities
showed sulphur dioxide
levels ranging between 3
and 20 ug/m?, significant-

ly below the NAAQS
threshold of 80 pug/m®,

The studies also ques-
tioned the environmental
and economic efficacy of a
universal FGD mandate
in the Indian context.
Indian coal typically has a
sulphur content of less
than 0.5 per cent, and due
to high stack heights and
favourable meteorological
conditions, dispersion of
sulphur dioxide is effi-
cient.

The NIAS study
warned that retrofitting
FGDs nationwide would
add an estimated 69 mil-
lion tonnes of carbon
dioxide emissions
between 2025 and 2030
due to increased lime-
stone mining, transporta-
tion, and power con-
sumption.

FGDs are useful in
places with high sulphur
coal (like in China or the
US), high ambient sul-
phur dioxide levels and
dense urban proximity.
Studies show that India
does not face these prob-
lems at scale, making uni-
versal FGD rollout unnec-

Simpleey.io

essary, expensive and
counterproductive.
Industry  executives

welcomed the decision.
"This is a rational, science-
based move that avoids
unnecessary costs and
focuses regulation where
it is most needed,” said a
senior executive at a lead-
ing public sector utility.
“More importantly, it will
help keep electricity
affordable.”

Officials stressed that
the government remains
committed to environ-
mental protection, but
with a smarter lens. “This
is not a rollback. It is a
recalibration based on
evidence,"” a senior official
said.

"Our approach is now
targeted, efficient and cli-
mate-conscious,” the offi-
cial added.

An affidavit incorpo-
rating these findings will
be submitted shortly to
the Supreme Court in the
MC Mehta vs Union of
India case, where FGD
enforcement timelines
have been under judicial
scrutiny.-IANS
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FGD requirements for coal-fired plants
eased: The requirement for mandatory
installation of flue gas desulphurisation
(FGD) systems at most coal-based thermal
power plants has been relaxed by the Min-
istry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change. The new framework will restrict
FGD mandates only to plants located within
10 kilometres of cities with a population
exceeding one million. (Details on Page 10)
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 13 JULY

he requirement for

mandatory installa-

tion of flue gas desul-

phurisation (FGD)
systems at most coal-based
thermal power plants has
been relaxed by the Ministry
of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change.

The new framework,
finalised after extensive dis-
cussions and several inde-
pendentstudies, will restrict
FGD mandates only to plants
located within 10 kilometres
of cities with a population
exceeding one million.

Power plants in critically
polluted areas or non-attain-
mentcitieswould be evaluated
on a case-by-case basis.

Allother plants - accounting
fornearly 79 per centof India’s
thermal power capacity - are
now exempted from manda-
tory FGD installation.

Crucially, the relaxed norms
are expected to bring down
the cost of electricity by 25
to 30 paise per unit.

That benefit, say experts,
will ultimately flow to con-
sumers. In a high-demand,
cost-sensitive economy, the
impact could be significant,
helpingstate discoms contain

tariffs and reducing the subsidy
burden on governments.

The financial burden of
mandatory FGD retrofitting
was previously estimated at
over Rs 2.5 lakh crore, or Rs
1.2 crore per MW, with instal-
lation timelines of up to 45
days per unit.

Number of power pro-
ducers had warned that this

would not only raise costs
butalso jeopardise grid stability
during peak seasons.

The decision follows a
series of studies by II'T Delhi,
CSIR-NEERI and the National
Institute of Advanced Studies
(NIAS), which found that
ambientsulphur dioxidelevels
in most parts of India are
well within the National Ambi-

ent Air Quality Standards
(NAAQS).

Measurements across mul-
tiple cities showed sulphur
dioxide levels ranging between
3and 20 pg/m3, significantly
below the NAAQS threshold
of 80 pg/ms.

The studies also ques-
tioned the environmental
and economic efficacy of a
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universal FGD mandate in
the Indian context. Indian
coal typically has a sulphur
content of less than 0.5 per
cent, and due to high stack
heights and favourable mete-
orological conditions, dis-
persion of sulphur dioxide
is efficient.

The NIAS study warned
thatretrofitting FGDs nation-
wide would add an estimated
69 million tonnes of carbon
dioxide emissions between
2025 and 2030 due to
increased limestone mining,
transportation, and power
consumption.

FGDs are useful in places
with high sulphur coal, high
ambient sulphur dioxide
levels and dense urban prox-
imity. Studies show that India
does not face these problems
at scale, making universal
FGD rollout unnecessary,
expensive and counterpro-
ductive. Industry executives
welcomed the decision.

"This is a rational, sci-
ence-based move thatavoids
unnecessary costs and focuses
regulation where it is most
needed,” said a senior exec-
utive at a leading public
sector utility.

“Moreimportantly, itwill
help keep electricity afford-
able,” he said.

Page 39 of 78



https://simpleey.io/

adani

10 - PG

11 Jul, 2025 - 15 Jul, 2025

The Statesman « 14 Jul « Adani Power Ltd. (APL)
Govt relaxes FGD rules for power plants; to bring down power costs

345« Sgcm

62112 -« AVE

Delhi « Bhubaneshwar

225K « Cir

Middle Center

GovtrelaxesFGDrulesforpower
plants; tobring downpower costs

Thegovernmenthasexempted 79 per centof coal-based power plants frommandatory flue gas
desulphurisation (FGD) installation, limiting therequirementto plantsnearlarge citiesand polluted zones

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, 13 JULY

he requirement for

mandatory installa-

tion of flue gasdesul-

phurisation (FGD)
systems at most coal-based
thermal power plants has
beenrelaxed by the Ministry
of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change.

The new framework,
finalised after extensive dis-
cussions and several inde-
pendentstudies, will restrict
FGD mandatesonly to plants
located within 10 kilometres
of cities with a population
exceeding one million,

Power plants in critically
polluted areas or non-attain-
ment cities would be evaluated
on a case-by-case basis.

Allother plants - accounting
fornearly 79 per centof India’s
thermal power capacity - are
nowexempted from manda-
tory FGD installation,

Crucially, the relaxed norms
are expected to bring down
the cost of electricity by 25
to 30 paise per unit.

That benefit, say experts,
will ultimately flow to con-
sumers. In a high-demand,
cost-sensitive economy, the
impact could be significant,
helpingstate discoms contain

tariffs and reducing the subsidy
burden on governments,

The financial burden of
mandatory FGD retrofitting
was previously estimated at
over Rs 2.5 lakh crore, or Rs
1.2 crore per MW, with instal-
lation timelines of up to 45
days per unit.

Number of power pro-
ducers had warned that this

would not only raise costs
butalso jeopardise grid stability
during peak seasons.

The decision follows a
series of studies by IIT Delhi,
CSIR-NEERIand the National
Institute of Addvanced Studies
(NIAS), which found that
ambient sulphur dioxide levels
in most parts of India are
well within the National Ambi-

ent Air Quality Standards
(NAAQS).

Measurements across mul-
tiple cities showed sulphur
dioxide levels ranging between
3and 20 pg/m?, significantly
below the NAAQS threshold
of 80 pg/m?a.

The studies also ques-
tioned the environmental
and economic efficacy of a
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universal FGD mandate in
the Indian context. Indian
coal typically has a sulphur
content of less than 0.5 per
cent, and due to high stack
heights and favourable mete-
orological conditions, dis-
persion of sulphur dioxide
is efficient.

The NIAS study warned
that retrofitting FGDs nation-
widewould add an estimated
69 million tonnes of carbon
dioxide emissions between
2025 and 2030 due to
increased limestone mining,
transportation, and power
consumption.

FGDs are usefulin places
with high sulphur coal, high
ambient sulphur dioxide
levels and dense urban prox-
imity. Studies show that India
does not face these problems
at scale, making universal
FGD rollout unnecessary,
expensive and counterpro-
ductive. Industry executives
welcomed the decision.

“This is a rational, sci-
ence-based move thatavoids
unnecessary costs and focuses
regulation where it is most
needed,” said a senior exec-
utive at a leading public
sector utility,

“Moreimportantly, itwill
help keep electricity afford-
able,” he said.
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CENTRE RELAXES FGD RULE, ELECTRICITY
COST TO REDUCE BY 25-30 PAISE A UNIT

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

he government's
move to ease sul-
phur emission rules

for most coal-fired power
plants strikes a delicate bal-
ance between costs, climate
and compliance and is ex-
pected to cut electricity costs
by 25-30 paise per unit, of-
ficials said on Sunday.

In a gazette notification,
the government has re-
stricted the 2015 mandate
of installing flue-gas desul-
phurisation (FGD) systems
that remove sulphur froma
power plants’ exhaust gases,
only to plants located within
10 kilometres of cities with
a population exceeding one
million.

Plants in critically pollut-
ed areas or non-attainment
cities will be evaluated on a
case-by-case basis while all
other plants -- accounting
for nearly 79 per cent of In-
dia’s thermal power capac-
ity -- are exempt from man-
datory FGD installation.

The notification stated
that the decision was made
following a detailed analy-
sis by the Central Pollution

—

Control Board, which found
increased carbon dioxide
emissions resulting from
the operation of existing
control measures,

Industry officials said this
would lead to differentiated
compliance based on prox-
imity to urban populations
and the sulphur content of
the coal used.

The new framework has
been finalised after ex-
tensive deliberations and
multiple independent stud-
ies. The decision follows
a series of studies by IIT
Delhi, CSIR-NEERI and
the National Institute of
Advanced Studies (NIAS),
which found that ambient
sulphur dioxide levels in
most parts of India are well
within the National Ambi-
ent Air Quality Standards

(NAAQS).
Measurements across
multiple cities showed sul-
phur oxide levels ranging
between 3 and 20 micro-
grams per cubic meter, sig-
nificantly below the NAAQS
threshold of 80 micrograms
per cubic meter. Officials
said studies had also ques-
tioned the environmental
and economic efficacy of a
universal FGD mandate in
the Indian context. Indian
coal typically has a sulphur
content of less than 0.5 per
cent, and due to high stack
heights and favourable me-
teorological conditions, dis-
persion of SO2 is efficient.
The NIAS study warned
that retrofitting FGDs na-
tionwide would add an es-
timated 69 million tonnes
of CO2 emissions between

2025 and 2030 due to in-
creased limestone mining,
transportation, and power
consumption.

Industry officials said the
relaxed norms are expected
to bring down the cost of
electricity by 25-30 paise
per unit. That benefit, they
said, will ultimately flow to
consumers.

In a high-demand, cost-
sensitive economy, the im-
pact could be significant
-- helping state discoms
contain tariffs and reduc-
ing the subsidy burden on
governments. The financial
burden of mandatory FGD
retrofitting was previously
estimated at over Rs 2.5
lakh crore, or Rs 1.2 crore
per MW, with installation
timelines of up to 45 days
per unit. Several power pro-
ducers had warned that this
would not only raise costs
but also jeopardise grid sta-
bility during peak seasons.

Industry executives wel-
comed the decision. “This
is a rational, science-based
move that avoids unneces-
sary costs and focuses regu-
lation where it is most need-
ed,” said a senior executive
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at a leading public sector
utility. “More importantly,
it will help keep electricity
affordable.”

Officials stressed that
the government remains
committed to environmen-
tal protection, but with a
smarter lens. “This is not a
rollback. Itisa recalibration
based on evidence,” said a
senior government official.
“Our approach is now tar-
geted, efficient and climate-
conscious.,”

An affidavit incorporat-
ing these findings will be
submitted shortly to the
Supreme Court in the MC
Mehta vs Union of India
case, where FGD enforce-
ment timelines have been
under judicial scrutiny.

ICP Keshari, Director
General of Power Producers
Association (PPA), hailed
the decision as “good and
consumer-centric”.

The move will benefit
power plants based on do-
mestic coal, he said. Indian
coal, he said, does not have
any big sulfur oxides (SOx)
emission problem and it is
only the particulate matter,
which is of concern.
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Centre eases FGD norms for power
plants, electricity costs to come down

NEW DELHI, JULY 13

The Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change
has relaxed the requirement
for mandatory installation
of flue gas desulphurisation
(FGD) systems at most coal-
based thermal power plants,
marking a move towards dif-
ferentiated compliance based
on proximity to urban popula-
tions and the sulphur content
of the coal used.

The new framework, fi-
nalised after extensive delib-
erations and multiple inde-
pendent studies, will restrict
FGD mandates only to plants
located within 10 kilometres
of cities with a population ex-
ceeding one million.

Plants in critically polluted
areas or non-attainment cities
will be evaluated on a case-
by-case basis. All other plants
- accounting for nearly 79 per
cent of India’s thermal power
capacity - are now exempted
from mandatory FGD instal-
lation.

Crucially, the relaxed norms
are expected to bring down the

cost of electricity by 25 to 30
paise per unit. That benefit, say
experts, will ultimately flow to
consumers. In a high-demand,
cost-sensitive economy, the
impact could be significant,
helping state discoms contain
tariffs and reducing the sub-
sidy burden on governments.

The financial burden of
mandatory FGD retrofitting
was previously estimated at
over Rs 2.5 lakh crore, or Rs
1.2 crore per MW, with instal-
lation timelines of up to 45
days per unit. Several power
producers had warned that
this would not only raise costs
but also jeopardise grid stabil-
ity during peak seasons.

The decision follows a se-
ries of studies by IIT Delhi,
CSIR-NEERI and the Na-

tional Institute of Advanced
Studies (NTAS), which found
that ambient sulphur dioxide
levels in most parts of India are
well within the National Am-
bient Air Quality Standards
(NAAQS). Measurements
across multiple cities showed
sulphur dioxide levels ranging
between 3 and 20 pgmst, sig-
nificantly below the NAAQS
threshold of 80 pgm:z.

The studies also questioned
the environmental and eco-
nomic efficacy of a universal
FGD mandate in the Indian
context. Indian coal typically
has a sulphur content of less
than 0.5 per cent, and due to
high stack heights and favour-
able meteorological condi-
tions, dispersion of sulphur
dioxide is efficient. IANS
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Congress slams Centre
over coal plant exemptions

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W New Delhi

ith the government
chcmpting about 78
cent per cent of

coal-fired plants from
installing key anti-polluting
systems, Congress leader
Jairam Ramesh on Sunday
said the Environment
Ministry’s rationale for the
policy is based on “faulty
premises”.

He asserted that the govern-
ment’s policymaking will con-
tinue to be driven by “flawed
metrics” in the absence of the
National Ambient Air Quality
Standards (NAAQS) revision.

The former environment
minister attacked the govern-
ment after the central govern-
ment once again extended
the deadline for coal-based
thermal power plants to com-
ply with sulphur dioxide emis-
sion norms and fully exempt-
ed those located away from
critically polluted areas or

cities with a population of over
one million.

“The Modi Government
has already achieved the dubi-
ous distinction of having
made India the global leader
in sulphur dioxide emissions.
Now we learn that the
Environment Ministry has
exempted 78-89 per cent of
India’s thermal power plants
from installing flue gas desul-
phurisation (FGD) systems
that cut sulphur dioxide emis-
sions,” Ramesh said in a social
media post.

This is after the deadline for
installing FGD systems, ini-
tially slated for 2017, was
repeatedly pushed, the
Congress general secretary
said.

Sulphur dioxide is a direct
threat to public health and has
also been known to impact
cloud formation, disrupting
the monsoon that is the life-
line of the Indian economy,
Ramesh said.

“More damagingly, research

has increasingly shown that a
large part of Indias ambient
PM2.5 (fine particulate mat-
ter of diameter less than 2.5
mm) is attributable to sec-
ondary particulate matter
formed when sulphur dioxide
reacts with other compounds,”
he said.

Estimates suggest that any-
where between 12 per cent to
30 per cent of PM2.5 is attrib-
utable to such sulphur dioxide
compounds, he said.

“The Ministry’s rationale
for this policy is based on two
faulty premises. The Ministry
had earlier amended the focus
of the National Clean Air
Program (NCAP) to focus
largely on PMI10 emissions
(particulate matter of less than
10mm diameter).

“PM10 is a lot less danger-
ous to human health than
PM2.5 but is more obviously
visible and somewhat easier to
tackle, since it includes ele-
ments such as road dust” he
said.
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FGD rule relaxation to cut electricity
cost by 25-30 paise a unit

PNS B NEW DELHI

The government's move
to ease sulphur emission |
rules for most coal-fired |
power plants strikes a del- |
icate balance between |
costs, climate and compli-
ance and is expected to cut
electricity costs by 25-30
paise per unit, officials said on
Sunday.

In a gazette notification,
the government has restricted
the 2015 mandate of installing
flue-gas desulphurisation
(FGD) systems that remove
sulphur from a power plants’
exhaust gases, only to plants
located within 10 kilometres of
cities with a population
exceeding one million.

Plants in critically polluted
areas or non-attainment cities
will be evaluated on a case-by-
case basis while all other plants
-- accounting for nearly 79 per

cent of India’s thermal power
capacity -- are exempt from
mandatory FGD installation.

The notification stated that
the decision was made follow-
ing a detailed analysis by the
Central Pollution Control
Board, which found increased
carbon dioxide emissions
resulting from the operation of
existing control measures.

Industry officials said this
would lead to differentiated
compliance based on proxim-
ity to urban populations and
the sulphur content of the coal
used.

11 Jul, 2025 - 15 Jul, 2025
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Electricity may cost less
as FGD norms eased

Cost may come down by 25-30 paise per unit

NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate
Change has relaxed the re-
quirement for mandatory
installation of flue gas desul-
phurisation (FGD) systems
at most coal-based thermal
power plants, marking a
move towards differenti-
ated compliance based on
proximity to urban popula-
tions and the sulphur con-
tent of the coal used.

The new framework, fi-
nalised after extensive de-
liberations and multiple in-
dependent studies, will
restrict FGD mandates only
to plants located within 10
kilometres of cities with a
population exceeding one
million.

Plants in critically pol-
luted areas or non-attain-
ment cities will be evaluated
on a case-by-case basis. All
other plants - accounting for
nearly 79 per cent of India’s
thermal power capacity -
are now exempted from
mandatory FGD installa-
tion.

Crucially, the relaxed
norms are expected to bring
down the cost of electricity
by 25 to 30 paise per unit,
That benefit, say experts,
will ultimately flow to con-
sumers. In a high-demand,
cost-sensitive economy, the
impact could be significant,
helping state discoms con-
tain tariffs and reducing the
subsidy burden on govern-
ments,

The financial burden of
mandatory FGD retrofitting
was previously estimated at
over Rs 2.5 lakh crore, or Rs
1.2 crore per MW, with in-
stallation timelines of up to
45 days per unit. Several

power producers had
warned that this would not
only raise costs but also
jeopardise grid stability dur-
ing peak seasons.

The decision follows a se-
ries of studies by IIT Delhi,
CSIR-NEERI and the Na-
tional Institute of Advanced
Studies (NIAS), which
found that ambient sulphur
dioxide levels in most parts
of India are well within the
National Ambient Air Qual-
ity Standards (NAAQS).

Measurements  across
multiple cities showed sul-
phur dioxide levels ranging
between 3 and 20 (micro-
grams per cubic meter air),
significantly below the
NAAQS threshold of 80
(micrograms  per cubic
meter air). The studies also
questioned the environmen-
tal and economic efficacy of
auniversal FGD mandate in
the Indian context.

Indian coal typically has a
sulphur content of less than
0.5 per cent, and due to high
stack heights and favourable
meteorological conditions,
dispersion of sulphur diox-
ide is efficient. The NIAS
study warned that retro-
fitting FGDs nationwide

would add an estimated 69
million tonnes of carbon
dioxide emissions between
2025 and 2030 due to in-
creased limestone mining,
transportation, and power
consumption. FGDs are use-
ful in places with high sul-
phur coal (like in China or
the US), high ambient sul-
phur dioxide levels and
dense urban proximity.
Studies show that India
does not face these prob-
lems at scale, making uni-
versal FGD rollout unneces-
sary, expensive  and
counterproductive.

Industry executives wel-
comed the decision. “This is
a rational, science-based
move that avoids unneces-
sary costs and focuses regu-
lation where it is most
needed,” said a senior exec-
utive at aleading public sec-
tor utility. “More impor-
tantly, it will help keep
electricity affordable.”

Officials stressed that the
government remains com-
mitted to environmental
protection, but with a
smarter lens. “This is not a
rollback. It is a recalibration
based on evidence,” a senior
official said, wns
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Govt eases
sulphur emission
rules for coal
power plants

NEW DELHI, REUTERS: The
Unlon government has re-
wersed a decade-old mandane
sonstall 330 billion worth of
chenn-air equipment, easing
sulphur emission rules for
most conkired powerplants,
agovernment order sad.
Reuters in December
reported that the Mad gov
ermment was reviewing 2005
noenns that requined nesrly
S0 coml-bessed power woes
w0 install Mue-gas desul
phurisation (FGD) systems
that remove sulpbur from
the plants’ exdaust weses in
phasssstarting m‘.’LrZ?.’.

sary lace on Friday issued a
Fazeste nocification that ex-
empoed TVS of thecnal- fred
powver plants, outsade s 10-han
(Smike) radivs of popukared
andd polluted cities, from the
2015 mandate,

The mandate to install
FGD for another 15% of the
plants near populated cines
would be takenona *case by-
case hasls” the nocficasion

sl

The batance of 1075 of the
ool Hived power plaees diser
to New Delhiand other ates
with a million-plus popula
ticn will be required o mszall
the desulpburisation equip-
ment by December 2027, 50
cordng o the newmandarte.

The notification comes
alter stae-run NTPC, coun-
y's 1o ehecericity prodi-
e, spent about $4 billion on
installing the equipment
at about 17% of the power
plares and about 50% of the
unitseither placed cnders for
the desul phanisan on systems.
orare installiog them.

The Fraday notilication
didl mot menton the mpact
on the competitiveness or
recovery of costs by these
oowerokints
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Pioneer Hindi « 14 Jul » Adani Power Ltd. (APL)
Reduction in electricity cost by 25-30 paise per unit

11+ PG 42 - Sgcm 65384 « AVE 375K « Cir Bottom Right
Delhi
fastett @1 cmora ¥ 25-30 U ufd e @ ot

w4 faeedt | Afawie FEen sy faset 93 & o e
Fagi el F 2 33 1 TN W e |, weEy 2R
HIUEA & A U A Gger i & | At 3 faan #
TE AT 21 B9 Fe1 {6 3 Ao 1 @ F 25-30 99
e Fi FH 27 F 9T R UH WER AT F ST
T A el waE | e are el | Tew g AT w-
i Femeuato (UwsiEl) wonfea wnfya 3 % frasi § mea
A& 1At 2015 % T A F 294 Faw 70 ARG F A0F A
aret vl % 10 freiniter % 2t o feaa waat 7 wifaa w1 fan
T & | AR | i A o fega waET w6 e o e &
SR 37T - 3 fowar e |
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Navbharat Times » 14 Jul - Adani Power Ltd. (APL)
Electricity cost will come down

7+ PG 50 - Sgcm 56841 - AVE 380K « Cir Middle Center

Mumbai

‘ferotett @rra
¥ PHH 3T’

WiZiamd, w3 faee:
sl A Faar F1 9ara e
TR FrEE A A
"4 % fu wew I
el %) 2T = 1w
F FEH M, TG 3R

FET

¥ 4w wN

T AH

:3:"‘ s (FGD) wonfera!
v ¥ PmAda
el F arTa § 25-30 TR
Tz 1w A # T #)
U AT SR H, WA
e w9 % Frem 6 R
TEE FEE A W
fEreETTaYE wonferat @A
% 2015 % =Y F Fad =4
AT T R AT AT 9
10 Freindler & o | fga
HaH A% dia R e 1 i
®9 | wefta 4 @ -wfa
el | fraa w9 =1 geEA
el 2-Hreen st e e
O, AT 3= T HEH - A
A # AN e awa
I 79 Wi R E |
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Amar Ujala « 14 Jul « Adani Group « Adani Power Ltd. (APL)

Kendra Sarkar ne Koyla bijli sayantra ke liye salphur utsarjan niymom mein
de dhel

10 « PG 124 - Sgcm 263625 « AVE 564.4K « Cir Middle Center

Delhi

hg AR A ShieT
TorsTell W= oh o1 Uotht
7% foooinl Fg 9&ER 3 & EF [WA AT FH
e §U FAe | fasiell 999 A H®EE & fag
TRt oA i | & % & ') 11 SEms &
AT HATG i T | ST SAEEA & STER 79
uﬁmmﬁmﬁﬁa fTaeFEsTE (TFESIET)
R TR A e ARG oot Rt wicter
q T HaF € S wgI &
emE @ 10 e g P (018 U RTP
e R e € TRIAT TSR Ueiel
uF Afvwrl 3 Far &

Fraen uRa feasel 996 & fou aew 3o
Aol % e 33 A fersredt =51 wme # 25-30 99 vfG
iz 1 FH AF F INE S| WER F AR F
SER SR 11 WfavE WAS I WO g-HIHen
TAleqT T S, ST 10 Wiy SAE i el 2t
T T2 Vel % FE 8, I fauat 2027 TF HEw
o1 I AT ST | 21, FHE Tl SEUH WY A &g
TR Fl AR § Tew TRAGERS STEei * i
H 2 I 1 T Far| S5 TR 3 FEH i
TATeR F e et S 8 1 R
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Business Remedies + 14 Jul - Adani Power Ltd. (APL)

11 Jul, 2025 - 15 Jul, 2025

Centre eases FGD norms for power plants, electricity costs to come down

1+ PG

210 - Sgcm

94684 - AVE

Jaipur

168.85K « Cir

Centre eases FGD norms
for power plants, electricity
costs to come down

IANS

New Delhi
Business Remedies. The
Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change
has relaxed the requirement
for mandatory installation of
flue gas desulphurisation
(FGD) systems at most coal-
based thermal power plants,
marking a move towards dif-
ferentiated compliance based
on proximity to urban popu-
lations and the sulphur con-
tent of the coal used.

The new framework,
finalised after extensive
deliberations and multiple
independent  studies, will
restrict FGD mandates only
to plants located within 10
kilometres of cities with a
population exceeding one
million. Plants in critically
polluted areas or non-attain-
ment cities will be evaluated
on a case-by-case basis. All
other plants - accounting for
nearly 79 per cent of India's
thermal power capacity - are
now exempted from manda-
tory FGD installation.

Crucially, the relaxed
norms are expected to bring
down the cost of electricity
by 25 to 30 paise per unit.
That benefit, say experts, will
ultimately flow to con-

sumers. In a high-demand,
cost-sensitive economy, the
impact could be significant,
helping state discoms contain
tariffs and reducing the sub-
sidy burden on governments.

The financial burden of
mandatory FGD retrofitting
was previously estimated at
over Rs 2.5 lakh crore, or Rs
1.2 crore per MW, with
installation timelines of up to
45 days per unit. Several
power producers had warned
that this would not only raise
costs but also jeopardise grid
stability during peak seasons.

The decision follows a
series of studies by IIT Delhi,
CSIR-NEERI  and  the
National Institute of
Advanced Studies (NIAS),
which found that ambient
sulphur dioxide levels in
most parts of India are well
within the National Ambient
Air  Quality  Standards
(NAAQS). Mecasurements
across multiple cities showed
sulphur dioxide levels rang-
ing between 3 and 20 pg/m?,
significantly  below  the
NAAQS threshold of 80
png/m?, The studies also ques-
tioned the environmental and
economic efficacy of a uni-
versal FGD mandate in the
Indian context.
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Pudhari « 14 Jul « Adani Power Ltd. (APL)
Pollution rules relaxed for power projects

2+ PG 65+ Sgcm 58150 « AVE 347.1K « Cir Top Left

Mumbai
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8.

PG

Navshakti « 14 Jul « Adani Power Ltd. (APL)
Changes in rules to reduce electricity costs by 25-30 paise per unit

64 - Sgcm

12765 « AVE

Mumbai

419.55K - Cir

diol @did 4-30 U ufd
e BurdiTc! fARHTd dacl

Tt feeett - mwatw
FIBUET A= At
YHAET Wewt (1)
INeE fam fafge
FToATE HLRE=AT
fFviamges wfa gfe 9w
u-30 YU Ft S
T wER FI
T -7
feaeruagya (UEsiTE)
QUG AHEUAT 30 2% 2T

e 9 0 PREmiteT= A
Fm  wmwm  frtam
LEC ] Hfawr
fargeronHar =1 fvig Suar
fatzor L1011
FAHAFIEE IYSHE 9

11 Jul, 2025 - 15 Jul, 2025

Middle Left
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Veer Arjun « 14 Jul « Adani Power Ltd. (APL)
FGD niyam mein dhel se bijli ki lagat mein 25-30p per unit ki kami

8+ PG 144 « Sgcm 10811 « AVE 60K « Cir Top Center

Delhi

el M e 9
fasTett sht &I d § 25-30

T ufa gfae =t st

% fecelt, (wmm) | StfereRer shigem
3T fastelt 9941 & fog Temt IS
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T 71 SfuwIREat ¥ MgER w1 '
STHeRRT &0 §¢ el o 39 fastalt ot @
¥ 25-30 9 9f I T FH ST T I
2 | Uo TR ST o SUR THR T
farsteft Tt F fasher amelt TE T TowT
T AT F-T19 Feaemtmgser (Thsieh
quniferat wenfra w3 & famt & Tea & 7
T 2015 & 3T TSI 1 379 had &F ATE
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AT & G o ST STeTT- 37T foha
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Yatharth « 14 Jul « Adani Group

Relaxation in FGD rules will reduce the cost of power generation per unit by
25-30 paise, which will...

01+ PG 624 - Sgcm

0+ AVE

Vadodara

N/A - Cir Top
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Channel Overview

Business Channel Hindi Channel
Total Clip Top Channel Total Clip Top Channel
1 NDTV Profit (7) 3 ABP News (1)
1 H NDTV Profit 7 1. =y ABP News 1
=TT

3 1
2. E ET NOW 2. @ Bharat Samachar
3. M cnBe TviIs 1 3. |45 India News 1

English Channel

Total Clip Top Channel
1 News X (1)

1.MNews X 1
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Channel Overview

Regional & Others Channel

Total Clip Top Channel
3 Jai Maharashtra (1)

#5 Jai Maharashtra ]

2. m# Newsl8 Lokmat 1

3. % TV9 Marathi 1
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A ABP News
==8 Adani Group

NDTV Profit
Adani Group

'GOVT RELAXES SULPHUR EMISSION NORMS TOP

" (POWER & POWER EQUIPMENT C0S @Th.s Hou,

GAILANIT mwﬂc s TC newsTC newsTCY newsTCY newsTC

= Benchmark
To benefit 79% of India’s installed I - Underperform

coal capacity 9 Broader

You Are
Watching

The government has decided against Power & Power Equipment Cos New FGD
requiring flue gas desulphurization Rollout to benefit 79% of india’s

(FGD) systems in coal-fired power installed coal capacity, Adani Power is
plants, which could .. among several p...

News ¢ Hindi « 10:26 PM 14 Jul, 2025 Profit 360  English « 08:22 PM 14 Jul, 2025

z Jai Maharashtra
Adani Group

Y Bharat Samachar
P Adani Group

Electricity is expected to become Live Shiv Sena MLA Aaditya Thackeray
cheaper by 30 paise, 79% coal plants Speaks to media over Union govt

got relief. FGD is applicable only on relaxes requirement for Flue-Gas
plants near big ... Desulphurisation system...

News « Hindi - 06:17 PM 14 Jul, 2025 Live « Marathi + 05:40 PM 14 Jul, 2025
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mm? News18 Lokmat
dena - Adani Group

el

11 Jul, 2025 - 15 Jul, 2025

NDTV Profit
Adani Group

r —

3 CPI INFLATION DATA [ Y= AT - Yo ry

Live Shiv Sena MLA Aaditya Thackeray
Speaks to media over Union govt
relaxes requirement for Flue-Gas
Desulphurisation system...

Live « Marathi = 05:40 PM 14 Jul, 2025

TV9 Marathi
Adani Group

=
O

enfel via? wiicawa, :1(]?; EIIC?IFII B | |.|VE
g T | ol
. |k forget
e e

e gedelurdt amorofi

|
i \

MR o Voo & i g,
ol iy

Shiv Sena Aditya Tackeray's request to
central minister bhupendra yadav,FGD
granted permission for setting up a
thermal power...

Breaking News « Marathi « 02:39 PM 14 Jul, 2025

Headlines : Govt Relaxes Sulphur
Emission Norms

Headline ¢ English « 04:01 PM 14 Jul, 2025

E ET NOW
N=ly, Adani Group

FGD RULE RELAXATION \

POWER GRID
NTPC CORP TATA POWER CO

340.80 ) 297.55 401.00

See extremely heavy rainfall over parts of 63474.60
Rajasthan t 124.43 0.20%
m 301,35 N0.70 _FederalBank®szn 210,55 N4.17 __ Finolex? \Em e, oo
0.32 Eich&s '0.am 5532.00  80.50 Emami'oam ! imow 2:16 PM

07—14-2025 14:16:54

FGD Rule relaxation: NTPC, Power Grid
Corp.

Market Fatafat  English <« 02:16 PM 14 Jul, 2025
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¥p, cnBCcTVIB

cnNBc Adani Group

GOVT EASES FGD SYSTEMS NORMS" SSB|
FGD SYSTEMS IMPLEMENTATION |

Players Impacted

o BHEL

o Thermax

© L&T (Arm L&T Power)
| © ISGEC Heavy Engg

FGD System Implementation player
impacted: BHEL, Thermax, L&T and
ISGEC Heavy Engg.

News Centre ¢ English < 01:55 PM 14 Jul, 2025

NDTV Profit
Adani Group

e
e
: e
e
b 3
i ~ YES BANK ) I

FGD STANDS FOR FLUE-GAS
DESULPHURISATION SYSTEMS

> Ny (e] 'l FALLS 0.13% ndtvprofit.com

rimary Articles Inflation Falls 3.3% (YoY) 0
's 2.02% Decline In May

Power & Power EqQuipment Cos Sulphur
Emission Removed Govt removes 2015
of installing sulphur emission systems

Market at 12 « English « 12:17 PM 14 Jul, 2025

11 Jul, 2025 - 15 Jul, 2025

NDTV Profit
Adani Group

GO VERNIPTENT ERSES SULPHUR EMISSION NORMS: RATIONALE

- q4th July

»HCLTECH
»Tata Tech
»Rallis India

[ You Are ‘
Watching
nNOTV | Profit

RELAXED FGD NORMS : POSITIVE IMPACTl :
Adani Power - =3

611.65 531.20 o
A 770 A 1750
1 -270/0 1 '43% Anil Razdan

LUl POWER COs TO BENEFIT WITH REMOVAL OF
SULPHUR EMISSION NORMS

AIR INDIA|CEO)

In a conversation over Govt eases
Sulphur emission norms, with Anil
Razdan (Fmr Power Secy). Power cos to
benefit with remova...

Market at 12 « English « 12:19 PM 14 Jul, 2025

E ET NOW
NOW Adani Group

MARKET OPEN
”3.2‘;%’,“ Titagarh Rail I EBPV DEC
25098.45 930 1325
SENSEX 935'05 NIFTY BANK

0.24% 0 0.05%
82299.91 ‘ 440 A 0.47% 56725.75

TATA MOTORS WIPRO SHRIRAM FINANCE ‘ INFOSYS
0.71% 0.70% 0.32% 1.61%
676.95 256.50 666.10 1569.20
Castrol
226.00  Wins 4,131 cr dispute against Maharastra 82299.02
2% sales tax dept 201.45 0.24%

Let's pull up some power stocks on the
back of the Sulphur emission rules that
we've seen easing for coal power
plants.

News ¢ English < 09:18 AM 14 Jul, 2025
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NDTV Profit
Adani Group
T 10 FACTORS
POWERPRICES TO FALL? AT

RELAXED FGD NORMS : POSITIVE IMPACT| #6
[JSW Energy | TFS To List

603.95 523.70 [ Today; Anthem

185 Y  -6.85 AL

-0.31% -1.29% %%

~ f
Tt g POWER COs TO BENEFIT WITH REMOVAL OF
Open SULPHUR EMISSION NORMS You Are
itk S5O E LS Watching |

STOCKS TO WATCH NOTV | Profit
anara Bk Canara Bank: Cuts MCLR By 5 Basis Points Across RIREY.A
IMAEZIRSLEEE] All Tenures Effective July 12 '

Power cos to benefit with removal of
Sulphur emission norms. Relaxed FGD
norms: positive impact- Adani Power,
JSW Energy, Neg...

India Market open « English « 08:30 AM 14 Jul, 2025

NDTV Profit
Adani Group

D D NOR D AID PO R CO BUY/SELL
L hnkibid CORNER
I PO R & PO D 0 » 0 . aishall Pare
New FGD Rollout
I

T

NTPC e - - w - 0
0 0

of: . O SEI 0
ag UU

D-MART Q1 MISSES ESTIMATES; ON INDIA
A RO MARKET OPEN

NOTV |Profin

New government norms have eased
FGD rules for power plants, which will
benefit companies like Adani Power by
reducing costs a...

News ¢ English « 07:52 AM 14 Jul, 2025

11 Jul, 2025 - 15 Jul, 2025

ET NOW
Adani Group

||‘1».|>|x| T

R DAR!FGD RULE RELAXATION: BREATHER OR CHALLENGE?
FGD NORMS EASED b Whnieinh o

Key Highlights

f‘!-_-;“3 ™ Sulphur Emission
A Rules For Coal-Fired
. Power Plants

Rupesh D Sankhe
| SENSEX_______|
— 82500.47

689.81 0.83%
6.10  Britannia'yan 57658.50 4 119.60  Clpla®yu 1406.00 N 7.8 }ET“ ey
69.15 . 2.70 KaveriSeed®oan 1136.90 1+ 29.80 KECnaiw a:28 am

07—14-2025 ©8:28:37

In a conversation with Ramesh D
Sankhe (Elara Capita) over FGD Rule
relaxation: breather or challenge?

market Radar ¢ English < 08:28 AM 14 Jul, 2025

NDTV Profit
Adani Group

HEADLINE

Headlines : Thermal power prices could
fall by 25-30 paise per unit as the
Centre removes a decade-long
mandate to control su...

Headline ¢ English « 07:30 AM 14 Jul, 2025
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[N India News
7 .
X Adani Group
13072025 21:52:10

araimmit FGD Pril A fY et (o BT

/.-.‘ >

J”' '

. : ING NEWS =
i'nmamm;mm o8 o+l &b Fe srgad

Electricity will become cheaper,
consumers will get direct benefit.
Change in rules will reduce the cost of
electricity. Ther...

news ¢ Hindi « 09:51 PM 13 Jul, 2025

11 Jul, 2025 - 15 Jul, 2025

Msx ::‘c':v:i)éroup

J CITES LOW S02 LEVELS AND COST SAVINGS newsx

(> ] NewsX (1) 08 27PM
BREAKING
NEWS

‘Hﬁ%‘ | 1'1! L

Yadav to mtroduce MP under the
— Global Dialogue 2025 I

18:27:35

dei‘ b

Expected to cut cost by 25-30 paise a
unit, Move to ease sulphur emission
rules. Relaxes sulphur emission norms.
Cites low SO...

Breaking News ¢ English < 06:27 PM 13 Jul, 2025
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Youtube Overview

Business Channel Hindi Channel
Total Clip Top Channel Total Clip Top Channel
2 NDTV Profit (1) 1 India News (1)
1. @ NDTV Profit 1 1. @ India News 1
P P
2. @ ETNOW 1
P

English Channel

Total Clip Top Channel
1 NewsX (1)

1. ® NewsX 1
a
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Youtube Overview

Others Channel

Total Clip Top Channel

2 CNBC-TV1I8 (1)

1. ® CNBC-TVI8 1
P

2. ® Lokshahi Marathi 1
-
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CNBC
TV1is

GOVT EASES

FGD SYSTEMS
NORMS

POWER UTILITIES IN FOCUS

BHEL, Thermalx, L&T Power Under Pressure After Govt
Eases Implementatio...

CNBC-TV18
Adani Group
14 Jul, 2025
5 N/A [*] 114 views A 4.08M
o

e
BREAKING NEWS

ewhullal fAaa H
gl A et &t
@BHTd A 25-30
9& ufa &t smesft
Sl

FGD foldT & G5, TLhIT o Hhed & aed &l wTesft fauiel

India News

Adani Group
13 Jul, 2025

5 N/A [*] N/A views A N/A

11 Jul, 2025 - 15 Jul, 2025

WHY SULPHUR EMISSION
NORMS RELAXED?

>

Easing Sulphur Emission Norms: Boost for Power
Producers? Ex-Power Sec...

NDTV Profit
Adani Group
14 Jul, 2025
5 N/A [>] 65 views A 1.34M
o

MEORGFA vwshE) Prasia Rifdieran LOKeE
di51 zafa 20 d 30 9A

o7 =
N e ufda gfsie ®urd v

o -

Government Relaxes FGD Regulations| dedlgdhbgol FGD
fotgraria felfelesdr; 20-...

Lokshahi Marathi

Adani Group
13 Jul, 2025
5 N/A [*] 99 views A 1.72M
o
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Relaxed emission norms for thermal generation to reduce power costs
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FGD rule relaxation to cut electricity cost by 25-30 paise a unit

Faulty premises: Jairam Ramesh slams govt after it eases SO2 emission norms
Centre extends SO2 norm compliance deadlines for thermal power plants

Delhi ranks second in India's mid-year pollution list. This city tops the chart
How India's FGD Shift Will Cut Electricity Cost By 25-30 Paise Per Unit

India Reverses Rule, Eases Sulphur Emission Rules For Coal Power Plants
Govt defends revised framework for SO2 emission norms

India eases sulphur emission rules for coal power plants, reversing decade-old m..
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Environment ministry justifies tweak in sulphur dioxide emission norms for TPPs,..

Emissions standard debate: Centre defends SOz norms tweak, justifies rationale ¢

Relaxed emission norms for thermal generation to reduce power costs

"Centre choosing easy over effective": Congress"s Jairam Ramesh slams rollbac..
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24. Mint Centre defends SO2 norms tweak, says media reports misrepresent rationale behi 40.8M
nd...
25. Mint FGD rule relaxation to cut electricity cost by 25-30 paise a unit 40.8M
26. The Hindu Environment Ministry defends new coal-plant norms as ‘cost effective, climate co.. = 35.9M
27. Onelndia India Eases Emission Norms for Thermal Power Plants, Power Cost May Come D = 35.9M
own By...
28. The Hindu AT AT AL HORL STZATTATES T IS AL HTAS(F T 35.9M
29. The Hindu Smoke and sulphur: on sulphur dioxide emissions, public health 35.9M
30. The Hindu Environment Ministry exempts 78% of coal plants from installing key anti-polluti... ~ 35.9M
31. Zee News Hindi TEAT gIMT fastett! F9hT F a8 "ed (oW, ST afd Ife g &9t i gr.. 31.9M
32. The Economic Times Emissions standard debate: Centre defends SO. norms tweak, justify rationale cit. = 28.7M
33. The Economic Times FGD rule relaxation to cut electricity cost by 25-30 paise a unit 28.7M
34. The Economic Times "Faulty premises": Jairam Ramesh slams govt after it eases SO2 emission norms = 28.7M
35. The Economic Times Centre eases sulphur emission rules for coal power plants, reversing decade-old .. 28.7M
36. Dailyhunt Anti-polluting system exemption to thermal plants based on proof: govt 18.6M
37. Dailyhunt Electricity cost to come down by 25-30 p/ unitNew norms exempt 79% of plants fr =~ 18.6M
0...
38. Dailyhunt India Eases Emission Norms for Thermal Power Plants, Power Cost May Come D = 18.6M
own By...
39. Dailyhunt "Faulty premises": Jairam Ramesh slams govt after it eases SO2 emission norms = 18.6M
40. Dailyhunt Power Bills Set to Dip as Government Eases Emission Norms for Thermal Plants  18.6M
41. Dailyhunt FGD rule relaxation to cut electricity cost by 25-30 paise a unit 18.6M
42. Daily Hunt Govt eases exhaust gas rules for thermal power plants, may lower power prices 18.6M
43. Dailyhunt Centre extends SO2 norm compliance deadlines for thermal power plants 18.6M
44, Daily Hunt Delhi ranks second in India's mid-year pollution list. This city tops the chart 18.6M
45, Prokerala.com Centre eases FGD norms for power plants, electricity costs to come down 13M
46. ThePrint Studies misused to justify SO2 rollback, independent report warned ahead of govt. 11.3M
47. ThePrint Govt eases sulphur emission norms for coal plants, rolls back 2015 clean-air equ.. 11.3M
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50. Zee Business Government relaxes FGD mandate for thermal power plants, energy cost may co  9.6M
me do...

51. Cnbc Tv18 India eases sulphur emission rules for coal power plants, reversing decade-old m.. = 8.8M

52. Business Standard FGD rule relaxation may cut electricity cost by 25-30 paise per unit 8.1M

53. Business Standard Independent report flagged misuse of studies before SO2 rollback nod 8.1M

54. Business Standard India eases sulphur norms for coal plants, reversing decade-old mandate 8.1M

55. Latestly Business News | Government Relaxes FGD Mandate for Thermal Power Plants, E = 7.8M
nergy ...
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57. Republic World Government Relaxes FGD Rules to Cut Electricity Costs by 25-30 Paise Per Unit = 7.1M

58. The Tribune India Anti-polluting system exemption to thermal plants based on proof: govt ™

59. The Tribune India Government relaxes FGD mandate for thermal power plants, energy cost may co = 7M
me do...
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61. Opindia Union govt relaxes requirement for Flue-Gas Desulphurisation systems at coal- 6.8M
fir...

62. The Telegraph India ‘Misinterpreted': Government defends eased SO= norms, says move based on sci = 6.6M
enti...

63. The Telegraph India No filter needed: Govt rolls back key pollution control rule for coal plants 6.6M
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65. The Hindu Business Line Tweak in sulphur norms will cut electricity costs 5M

66. The Hindu Business Line India eases sulphur emission rules for coal power plants, reversing decade-old m.. 5M
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68. Telangana Today Centre eases FGD norms for power plants, electricity costs likely to fall 3.8M
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71. English.mathrubhumi.com  Will electricity bills come down? Centre eases FGD norms 3.2M
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Govt relaxes FGD norms for power plants, citing low SO2 levels and cost savings

Centre relaxes sulphur emission norms for majority of coal power plants
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School Assembly News Headlines Today: Top International, Sports And National
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Centre Eases FGD Norms For Thermal Power Plants, Likely To Cut Power Prices
By 2...

India"s FGD Shift Echoes Global Reform In Climate Rules
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Explained: Why India Has Relaxed Pollution Rules For Thermal Power Plants

Your Power Bill Could Be Slashed As Centre Eases Pollution Norms For Coal Pla
nts

Electricity Bills Set To Drop As India Reworks Emission Norms For Power Plants

Government relaxes FGD mandate for thermal power plants, energy cost may co
me do...

TYFHTT T AT FHAT: T T Agl FGD, FEAT 6231 A7 fHeT aata<or fFa...
FDG At & a5ama % aTa fastetl F7 ITITa R &7, A9 ARM 1 HeRT B,
Centre relaxes FGD norms for power plants to lower electricity costs

Centre eases FGD norms for power plants, electricity costs to come down
Government Defends Eased Emission Norms for Thermal Power Plants

India's Sulphur Dioxide Emission Standards Under Fire: A Risk to Public Health

India Eases Emission Norms for Thermal Power Plants, Aims for Targeted Pollutio
n...

Government Eases Sulphur Rules: A Strategic Shift in India's Power Sector

Government's Strategic Recalibration on Sulphur Emission Rules
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Electricity cost to come down by 25-30 p/ unit

Centre defends SO2 norms tweak says media reports "misrepresent” rationale be
h...

FGD rule relaxation to cut electricity cost by 25-30 paise a unit

"Faulty premises" Jairam Ramesh slams govt after it eases SO2 emission norms
FGD rule relaxation to cut electricity cost: How this move by government will im...
Congress slams Centre over coal plant exemptions
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Your electricity bills in India should go down soon
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Power bills may drop as India relaxes FGD mandate for thermal plants No of visit.

Faulty premises: Jairam Ramesh on govt"s easing of SO2 emission norms
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Centre eases FGD norms for power plants, electricity costs to come down
Centre Eases FGD Norms For Power Plants, Electricity Costs To Come Down
Centre eases FGD rules, power costs to drop

Centre eases FGD norms for power plants, electricity costs to come down

Centre defends SO2 norms tweak, says media reports "misrepresent” rationale be

FGD rule relaxation to cut electricity cost by 25-30 paise a unit
FGD rule relaxation to cut electricity cost by 25-30 paise a unit

Government relaxes FGD mandate for thermal power plants, energy cost may co
me do...
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Centre defends SO2 norms tweak, says media reports "misrepresent” rationale be

FGD rule relaxation to cut electricity cost by 25-30 paise a unit
"Faulty premises": Jairam Ramesh slams govt after it eases SO2 emission norms

Byrnihat most polluted city in India in first half of 2025: Analysis
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Centre Eases FGD Norms For Power Plants, Electricity Costs To Come Down
Electricity Bill decrease: @&t T farsrefi! #eare 7 FGD fR=#t & fFFar s=r 7...

Govt eases exhaust gas rules for thermal power plants, may lower power prices
S02 Emission Regulations : Sgfier &[0 & f72w; SO2 Fe U ST THL AT o ET ...

Government relaxes FGD mandate for thermal power plants, energy cost may co
me do...

India Relaxes FGD Mandate for Thermal Plants to Cut Energy Costs
Govt Eases FGD Norms Power Plants Electricity Costs Down
Thermal Power Plants Get Exemption from Installing SO2-Curbing FGD Systems

Government relaxes FGD mandate for thermal power plants, energy cost may co
me do...

Why Government Has Eased Emission Norms for Thermal Power Plants? — Explai
ned

FGD Rule Relaxation to Cut Electricity Cost by 25-30 Paise A Unit

Electricity Cost Expected To Be Cut By 25-30 Paise A Unit

e faset g9 F oy wewe Icasia et 7 ge, et @t g v

Centre eases FGD norms for power plants, electricity costs likely to fall by 25-...
FGD new rules: Govt. eases norms for its installation in coal power plants
India"s FGD Shift Echoes Global Reform In Climate Rules

Centre eases FGD norms for power plants, electricity costs to come down

FGD [1t##i 292691290 Uld 42 dloy Geulea W 25-30 Ul 422l oy<ll Al als ..

Government relaxes FGD mandate for thermal power plants, energy cost may co
me do...

FGD [-1uHi 92691290 uld 412 cdlsy Geuled w2 25-30 Ul 629, Alesld dld...

Government relaxes FGD mandate for thermal power plants, energy cost may co
me do...

Policy U-turn on coal pollution puts lives at risk and FGD firms in crisis
India Eases SO2 Emission Rules For Coal Plants Costing Less

New Delhi exempts most thermal power plants from SO2-curbing FGDs under new
norm...

Environment Ministry Advocates New Cost-Effective Coal Plant Standards for Sus
ta...
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Protect Cities, But Be Practical: Former Power Secretary Anil Razdan On Sulphur- = N/A

Govt defends revised framework for SO2 emission norms

N/A

Environment ministry justifies tweak in sulphur dioxide emission norms for TPPs,.. = N/A

Emissions standard debate: Centre defends SOz norms tweak, justify rationale cit. = N/A

Centre Streamlines FGD Regulations for Power Plants, Leading to Lower Electricit = N/A

~ -

FGD [(r1uHi 59269129 uld 412 cdloy Geuled v 25-30 Ul 629l sy<ll 2|4l die ..
Centre Eases FGD Regulations for Power Plants to Reduce Electricity Costs

India Defends SO2 Emission Norm Tweaks

N/A

N/A

N/A

Centre defends SO2 norm changes, claiming media misrepresents rationale for th = N/A

e..
India"s Emission Norm Revisions Could Lead to Lower Electricity Tariffs
TET HLHT T a7 e, FGD gt & agae, fastett 7 fimat # smusfy

Govt revises emission standards for thermal power plants

SO:2 Norm Deadline Extended for Coal Power Plants Again

India Eases FGD Norms for Most Coal Power Plants

India relaxes sulphur emission norms for coal plants

FGD [4#ui s926912: A=s124L areied] dloyoll Uzl 221 2aell wla 3fqz 526l 212412 u...
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FGD rule relaxation to cut electricity cost by 25-30 paise a unit

Centre Relaxes FGD Rule, Electricity Cost to Reduce by 25-30 Paise a Unit
Centre eases FGD norms for power plants, electricity costs to come down
STTOUT STl Jeher Tl Icqsid (Haw farferer srear st o F+#t grome
Explained: Why India Has Relaxed Pollution Rules For Thermal Power Plants
Explained: Why India Has Relaxed Pollution Rules For Thermal Power Plants

Relaxation of Emission Norms for Thermal Generation Set to Decrease
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Govt revises emission timelines for TPPs, enforces graded penalties for non-
comp...

Government relaxes FGD mandate for thermal power plants, energy cost may co
me do...

Breaking: Wockhardt, Tata, SBI aur RVNL Stocks Aaj News Mein!
Centre eases FGD norms for power plants, electricity costs likely to fall

Stocks To Watch Today: Wockhardt, RVNL, SBI, Tata Motors, HUL, Religare Ente
rpri...

India"s FGD Shift Echoes Global Reform In Climate Rules
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Stock Market Today: All You Need To Know Going Into Trade On July 14
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Relaxed emission norms for thermal generation to reduce power costs
Jairam Ramesh slams govt after it eases SO2 emission norms

Centre Relaxes FGD Mandate for Thermal Power Plants, Electricity Costs to Decli
n...
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Govt eases emission rules for coal power plants, reversing decade-old mandate
Centre eases FGD norms for power plants, electricity costs to come down

Government relaxes FGD mandate for thermal power plants, energy cost may co
me do...
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‘Faulty premises": Jairam Ramesh slams govt after it eases SO2 emission norms
Bijli Bill Sasta? Naye Rules Se Hoga Fayda!
TESET 7w 7 Ee & fastett T o § 25-30 G5 i 7fee i w

India"s FGD Rollout Echoes Global Reform Amid Climate Change: How Will It Be
nef...

FGD rule relaxation to cut electricity cost by 25-30 paise a unit
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India"s FGD Rule Relaxation To Cut Electricity Cost By 25-30 Paise Per Unit; He..

FGD rule relaxation to cut electricity cost by 25-30 paise a unit

THAT2 IS AT | e I T TLHTT FT BTAT AT AT IT AT &2 ST
Electricity Bills Set To Drop As India Reworks Emission Norms For Power Plants
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FGD rule relaxation to cut electricity cost by 25-30 paise a unit

fastett grft &=t qv « FGD 7t # &1 €te, 9fa e 25-30 TF T =e...

Centre eases FGD norms for power plants, electricity costs to come down
FGD power costs cut by 25-30 paise with relaxed rules
FGD power costs cut by 25-30 paise with relaxed rules
Faulty premises: Jairam Ramesh on govt's easing of SO2 emission norms

Centre eases FGD norms for power plants, electricity costs to come down
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Centre eases FGD norms for power plants, electricity costs to come down

FGD Rule Relaxation: Lower Electricity Costs

FGD norms eased to balance costs, climate and compliance

FGD norms eased to balance costs, climate and compliance

FGD Norms Eased to Balance Costs, Climate and Compliance

"Faulty premises"”, Jairam Ramesh slams govt after it eases SO2 emission norms

Jairam Ramesh criticizes government for relaxing SO2 emission standards, callin
g...

Electricity will be cheap! Government relaxed FGD rules, expenses will decrease .

India relaxes FGD norms, aligns with global shift to targeted climate policies

Centre Reverses Decade-Old Mandate For Coal Power Plants, Eases Sulphur Em
ission...

India Relaxes Clean Air Norms, Exempts 79% Of Coal Plants From Sulphur Emis
sion ...

Centre Eases FGD Norms For Power Plants; Electricity Costs To Come Down

India Exempts 78 Percent Coal Plants From Installing Pollution-Control Systems A

Have FGD Norms for Power Plants Just Been Eased?

AT T HLRTLT TLHATA & (o7 FHATHIAS " 12 Jars 2025

ToRY STSAFATEE ST (HAHT H Tl TT AL THT FT THAT, ATel— TAd ST,

AT HohT Icesie (HITAT AT AT a97aT ¢ | T feagd
Government relaxes sulphur emission norms for coal power plants

Independent report warns studies misused to justify SO2 rollback before governm
e...

India eases sulphur emission rules for coal power plants, reversing decade-old m..

AT o THA AT TAed & FGD TUIedt § ge e
THTALOT HATAT F 78% FHlTAT HAAT hl TEI-qIe [ Foreae o & 4.

Centre eases sulphur emission rules for coal power plants, reversing decade-old ..

Coal plants get exemption as Centre eases SO2 rules
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11 Jul, 2025 - 15 Jul, 2025

291. Creative Bharat India eases sulphur emission rules for coal power plants, reversing decade-old m.. = N/A
292. FlipltMoney India relaxes coal power plant sulphur emission rules after a decade N/A
293. Phomm Centre eases sulphur emission rules for coal power plants, reversing decade-old .. N/A
294. www.jantaserishta.com AT A AT TSorelt T2 % o qowe S Fa8t ®7 A a=17aw N/A
295. Financial express US citizen killed in West Bank settler attack N/A
Bangladesh
296. educationpost.in Delhi ranks as India’s second most polluted city so far in 2025 N/A
297. kohimatoday.com World Population Day was observed across Nagaland N/A
298. newz9.com Current Affairs for Indian In-Depth Current Affairs Report: July 12, 2025 N/A
299. Nagaland Post Awareness drives launched across Nagaland on World Population Day N/A
300. Nagaland Mirror On World Population Day, awareness campaigns were started throughout Nagala =~ N/A
nd
301. Khabarwani AT o T8 TOd gl # awigre offd ¥, ar qorEar THiT &7 9% N/A
302. The Bharat Now AT o T8 T gl # awigre oftd u¥, arg e i &7 9 N/A
303. Janjaagran FATTE THT 29T T T TEUT 92T, T fawedT g 797 1% N/A
304. Indian Public mail AT o T8 T g # avigre oftd ¥, ar orEar T &% 9w N/A
305. Vishleshan AT T 9T T T TEUT AT, T EeetT g 797 I¢ N/A
306. Ranbhumiexpress AT o HaH TEIUq T2l | adtere o o2, arg orar i =7 77 N/A
307. Samay Jagat AT o T8 TZUa gl # awigre off¥ %, ar qorEr THiT &7 9% N/A
308. Moomal Art News FATEIE a1 97 &1 T8 TG0 M2, TS faeedt gay 767 7 N/A
309. www.themobiworld.com Top 10 most polluted Indian cities: Byrnihat tops, Delhi second N/A
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