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Relaxing Sulphur Emission Rules may Cut Electricity

Cost

FGD Rule Relaxation to Reduce Electricity Cost by
25-30p a Unit

FGD rule relaxation may cut electricity cost by 25-30

paise per unit

Power costs may decline as emissions norm eased

FGD rule easing to cut electricity cost by 25-30 paise

per unit

CENTRE RELAXES FGD RULE, ELECTRICITY
COST TO REDUCE BY 25-30 PAISE A UNIT

POWER COSTS MAY DECLINE AS CENTRE
EASES EMISSION NORMS

India's FGD shift echoes global reform in climate
rules

FGD rule relaxation to cut electricity cost by 25-30
paise a unit

Centre eases FGD norms for power plants,
electricity costs to come down

FGD requirements for coal-fired plants eased

Govt relaxes FGD rules for power plants; to bring
down power costs

CENTRE RELAXES FGD RULE, ELECTRICITY
COST TO REDUCE BY 25-30 PAISE A UNIT

Centre eases FGD norms for power plants,
electricity costs to come down

Reduction in electricity cost by 25-30 paise per unit

Electricity cost will come down
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‘Relaxing Sulphur Emission Rules may Cut Electricity Cost’

New Delhi: The government's move to ease sulphur emission rules for most coal-fired
4 power plants strikes a delicate balance between costs, climate and compliance and is ex-
pected to cut electricity costs by 25-30 paise per unit, officials said Sunday. In a gazette
notification, the government has restricted the 2015 mandate of installing flue-gas desulphurisation
(FGD) systems that remove sulphur from a power plants' exhaust gases, only to plants located within
10 kilometres of cities with a population exceeding one million. Plants incritically polluted areas or
non-attainment cities will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis while all other plants- accounting for
nearly 79% of India's thermal power capacity- are exempt from mandatory FGD installation.- PTI
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FGD Rule Relaxation to Reduce
Electricity Cost by 25-30p a Unit

PTI

" New Delhi: The government's move to
ease sulphur emission rules for most
coal-fired power plants strikes adelica-
te balance between costs, climate and
compliance and is expected to cut elec-
tricity costs by 25-30 paise per unit, offi-
cials said on Sunday.

In a gazette notification, the govern-
ment has restricted the 2015 mandate of
flue-gas desulphurisation
(FGD) systems that remove sulphur
from a power plants'exhaust only
to plants located within 10 kik of
cities with a population exceeding one
million.

Plants in critically polluted areas or
non-attainment citiés will be evaluated

. on a case-by-case basis while all other

plants - aceounting for nearly 79 per

cefitof India's thermal power capacity

- are exempt from mandatory FGD in-
stallation.

The notification stated that the decision
was made following a detailed analysis
by the Central Pollution Control Board,
which found increased carbon dioxide
emissions resulting from the operation

und that ambient sulphur dioxide levels
in most of India are well withinthe
National Ambient AirQuality Standards
(NAAQS).

Measurements acrbss multiple cities
showed sulphur oxide levels ranging
between 3and 20 micrograms per cubic
meter, significantly below the NAAQS
threshold of 80 micrograms per cubic
meter.

Officials said studies had also questio-
ned the environmental and economic
efficacy of a universal FGD mandate in

“the Indian context.

Indian coal typically has a sulphur
content of less than 0.5 per cent, and
due to high stack heights and favourab-

«le meteorological conditions, disper-
sion of SO2isefficient.
of exlsungoonuul measures. The NIAS study warned that retrofit-
Industry officials said this would lead’ ting FGDs nationwide would add an esti-
to differentigted compliance based on mated 69 million tonnes of CO2 emis-
proximity to urban populations and sions between 2025 and 2030 due to incre-
the sulphur content of the coal used. ased limestone mining, transportation,
The new framework has been finalised and power consumption.
after extensive deliberations and multi- Industry officials said the relaxed
pleindependent studies. Thedecisionfol- norms are expected to bring down the
lows a series of studies by IT Delhi, cost of electricity by 25-30 paise per
CSIR-NEERI and the National Institute unit. That benefit, they said, will uiti-
of Advanced Studies (NIAS), which fo- mately flfow to consumers.

-
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FGD rule relaxation
may cut electricity cost
by 25-30 paise¢ per unit

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhd, 13 July

The government’s move to ease sulphur
emission rules for most coal-fired power
plants strikes a delicate balance be-
tween costs, climate and compliance
and is expected to cut electricity costs by
25-30 paise per unit, officials said on
Sunday.

In a gazette notification, the govern-
ment has restricted the 2015 mandate of
installing flue-gas desulfurization (FGD)
systems that remove sulphur from a
power plants’ exhaust gases, only to
plants located within 10 kilometres of
cities with a population ex-
ceeding one million.

SEVERAL POWER

oxide levels in most parts of India are
well within the National Ambient Air
Quality Standards (NAAQS).

Measurements across multiple cities
showed sulphur oxide levels ranging be-
tween 3 and 20 micrograms per cubic
metre, significantly below the NAAQS
threshold of 80 micrograms per cubic
metre.

Officials said studies had also ques-
tioned the environmental and econ-
omic efficacy of a universal FGD
mandate in the Indian context.

Indian coal typically has a sulphur
content of less than 0.5 per cent, and due
to high stack heights and favourable
meteorological conditions,
dispersion of SO, is effi-

Plants in critically pol- pRODUCERS HAD cient.

luted areas or non-attain- \WARNED THAT THIS

The NIAS study warned

ment cities  will  be \wouLD NOT ONLY that retrofitting FGDs na-

evaluated on a case-by- pAISE COSTS BUT

tionwide would add an es-

case basis while all other ALSO IMPAIR GRID timated 69 million tonnes
plants — accounting for STABILITY DURING of CO, emissions between

nearly 79 per centofIndia’s peax SEASONS

thermal power capacity —
are exempt from manda-
tory FGD installation.

The notification stated that the deci-
sion was made following a detailed
analysis by the Central Pollution Con-
trol Board, which found increased
carbon dioxide emissions resulting from
the operation of existing control
measures.

Industry officials said this would
lead to differentiated compliance based
on proximity to urban populations and
the sulphur content of the coal used.

The new framework has been final-
ised after extensive deliberations and
multiple independent studies. The deci-
sion follows a series of studies by IIT
Delhi, CSIR-NEERI and the National In-
stitute of Advanced Studies (NIAS),
which found that ambient sulphur di-

2025 and 2030 due to in-
creased limestone mining,
transportation, and power
consumption.

Industry officials said the relaxed
norms are expected to bring down the
cost of electricity by 25-30 paise per unit.
That benefit, they said, will ultimately
flow to consumers.

In a high-demand, cost-sensitive
economy, the impact could be signifi-
cant — helping state discoms contain
tariffs and reducing the subsidy burden
on governments.

The financial burden of mandatory
FGD retrofitting was previously esti-
mated at over X2.5 trillion, or 1.2 crore
per Mw, with installation timelines of up
to 45 days per unit. Several power pro-
ducers had warned that this would not
only raise costs but also jeopardise grid
stability during peak seasons.

Bottom Right
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Power costs
may decline
as emissions
norm eased

rituraj baruah@livemint.com
NEW DELHI

he government has
Trvlnxud the universal

implementation of flue-
gas desulphurization (FGD)
systems at coal power plants
across the country, in a move
thatislikely tolower electricity
prices.

A 12 July-notification from
the Union ministry of environ-
ment, forest and climate
change (MoEF&CC) said ther-
mal power plants outside a
10km radius of cities with a
population of I million ormore
will be excluded from the
requirement toinstall the sys-
tem.

Flue gas, aresidue from ther-
mal power plants, emits sul-
phurdioxide (SO2), which can
mixinthe atmosphere and cre-
atesecondary particulate mat-
ter, anair pollutant.

While plantsin the National
Capital Region (NCR) and
other cities with at least 1 mil-
lion population will have to
comply with the norm, for
those within I0km radius of
critically polluted areasor non-
attainment cities, the need for
FGD installation will be
decided ona case-by-case basis,

Plants exempted from the
requirement toinstall FGD sys-
temsaccount for nearly 79%of
the overall 180 operational
power plants in the country.

For an extended version of
this story, gotolivemint.com.

75K « Cir
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FGD rule easing to
cut electricity cost
by 25-30 paise/unit

THE GOVT'S
@ MOVE to ease
sulphur emission

rules for most
coal-fired power plants
strikes a delicate balance
between costs, climate and
compliance and is expected
to cut electricity costs by
25-30 paise per unit, officials
said on Sunday.
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CENTRE RELAXES FGD RULE, ELECTRICITY
COST TO REDUCE BY 25-30 PAISE A UNIT

TDG NETWORK

NEW DELHI

he government's
move to ease sul-
phur emission rules

for most coal-fired power
plants strikes a delicate bal-
ance between costs, climate
and compliance and is ex-
pected to cut electricity costs
by 25-30 paise per unit, of-
ficials said on Sunday.

In a gazette notification,
the government has re-
stricted the 2015 mandate
of installing flue-gas desul-
phurisation (FGD) systems
that remove sulphur froma
power plants’ exhaust gases,
only to plants located within
10 kilometres of cities with
a population exceeding one
million.

Plants in critically pollut-
ed areas or non-attainment
cities will be evaluated on a
case-by-case basis while all
other plants -- accounting
for nearly 79 per cent of In-
dia’s thermal power capac-
ity -- are exempt from man-
datory FGD installation.

The notification stated
that the decision was made
following a detailed analy-
sis by the Central Pollution

—

Control Board, which found
increased carbon dioxide
emissions resulting from
the operation of existing
control measures.

Industry officials said this
would lead to differentiated
compliance based on prox-
imity to urban populations
and the sulphur content of
the coal used.

The new framework has
been finalised after ex-
tensive deliberations and
multiple independent stud-
ies. The decision follows
a series of studies by IIT
Delhi, CSIR-NEERI and
the National Institute of
Advanced Studies (NIAS),
which found that ambient
sulphur dioxide levels in
most parts of India are well
within the National Ambi-
ent Air Quality Standards

(NAAQS).
Measurements across
multiple cities showed sul-
phur oxide levels ranging
between 3 and 20 micro-
grams per cubic meter, sig-
nificantly below the NAAQS
threshold of 80 micrograms
per cubic meter. Officials
said studies had also ques-
tioned the environmental
and economic efficacy of a
universal FGD mandate in
the Indian context. Indian
coal typically has a sulphur
content of less than 0.5 per
cent, and due to high stack
heights and favourable me-
teorological conditions, dis-
persion of SO2 is efficient.
The NIAS study warned
that retrofitting FGDs na-
tionwide would add an es-
timated 69 million tonnes
of CO2 emissions between

2025 and 2030 due to in-
creased limestone mining,
transportation, and power
consumption.

Industry officials said the
relaxed norms are expected
to bring down the cost of
electricity by 25-30 paise
per unit. That benefit, they
said, will ultimately flow to
consumers.

In a high-demand, cost-
sensitive economy, the im-
pact could be significant
-- helping state discoms
contain tariffs and reduc-
ing the subsidy burden on
governments. The financial
burden of mandatory FGD
retrofitting was previously
estimated at over Rs 2.5
lakh crore, or Rs 1.2 crore
per MW, with installation
timelines of up to 45 days
perunit. Several power pro-
ducers had warned that this
would not only raise costs
but also jeopardise grid sta-
bility during peak seasons.

Industry executives wel-
comed the decision. “This
is a rational, science-based
move that avoids unneces-
sary costs and focuses regu-
lation where it is most need-
ed,” said a senior executive

Simpleey.io

at a leading public sector
utility. “More importantly,
it will help keep electricity
affordable.”

Officials stressed that
the government remains
committed to environmen-
tal protection, but with a
smarter lens. “This is nota
rollback. Itisarecalibration
based on evidence,” said a
senior government official.
“Our approach is now tar-
geted, efficient and climate-
conscious,”

An affidavit incorporat-
ing these findings will be
submitted shortly to the
Supreme Court in the MC
Mehta vs Union of India
case, where FGD enforce-
ment timelines have been
under judicial scrutiny.

ICP Keshari, Director
General of Power Producers
Association (PPA), hailed
the decision as “good and
consumer-centric”.

The move will benefit
power plants based on do-
mestic coal, he said. Indian
coal, he said, does not have
any big sulfur oxides (SOx)
emission problem and it is
only the particulate matter,
which is of concern.

Page 8 of 30



https://simpleey.io/

adani

Hindustan Times ¢ 14 Jul + Adani Power Ltd. (APL)
POWER COSTS MAY DECLINE AS CENTRE EASES EMISSION NORMS

89 - Sgcm

138091 « AVE

Chandigarh

POWER COSTS
MAY DECLINE AS
CENTRE EASES
EMISSION NORMS

Rituraj Baruah
ritueaj bacuah@livemint com

NEW DELHI: The government
has relaxed the universal
implementation of flue-gas
desulphurisation (FGD) sys-
tems at coal power plants
across the country, in a move
that is likely to lower electricity
prices.

A 12 July-notification from
the Union ministry of environ-
ment, forest and climate
change (MoEF&CC) said ther-
mal power plants outside a
10km radius of cities with a
population of I million or more
will be excluded from the
requirement to install the sys-
tem.

Flue gas, a residue from
thermal power plants, emits
sulphur dioxide (S02), which
can mix in the atmosphere and
create secondary particulate
matter, an air pollutant.

While plants in the National
Capital Region (NCR) and other
cities with at least I million
population will have to comply
with the norm, for those within
10km radius of critically pol-
luted areas or non-attainment
cities, the need for FGD instal-
lation will be decided on a case-
by-case basis by the Centre
based on recommendations of
the expert appraisal committee
in charge of thermal power
projects.

“The sulphur dioxide emis-
sion standards shall not be
applicable to all Category C
thermal power plants subject
to ensuring compliance of
stack height criteria notified
vide notification number GSR
742 (E), dated the 30th August,
1990," said the notification
referring to the plants outside
the radius of 10km of cities with
1 million population.

These plants, which are
exempted from the require-
ment to install FGD systems,
account for nearly 79% of the
overall 180 operational power
plants in the country.

Plants within a 10km radius
of the NCR or cities with a pop-
ulation of | million initially had
to install FGD systems by 2017
but have been given multiple
extensions. Now, they need to
comply by 2027-end.

267.13K « Cir
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Revision is likely to cut power generation costs by up to Rs o.30/kilowatt hour, offering direct benefit to consumers

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: India’s decision
to relax its mandate on flue gas
desulphurisation (FGD) sys-
tems at coal-fired power plants
is being viewed internationally
not as environmental regres-
sion, but as a shift toward more
nuanced and evidence-led reg-
ulation. The move aligns with
broader global trends, where
countries are increasingly tai-
loring emissions policies to
local conditions and life-cycle
climate considerations.

The Ministry of Envi-
ronment, Forest and Cli-
mate Change (MoEF&CC)

announced that FGD sys-
tems, which remove sulphur
dioxide (SO;) from flue gases,
will now be mandatory only
for plants near dense urban
zones or in critical pollution
areas. Roughly 80 per cent of
India’s installed coal capac-
ity, most of it running on low-
sulphur domestic coal, will be
exempt.

The decision follows inde-
pendent assessments by three
Indian research institutions,
which concluded that ambi-
ent SO, levels are well within
national standards even in
regions without FGDs. Mean-
while, full-scale retrofitting

Closer Look

» FGD systems, which remove sulphur dioxide (SO,) from
flue gases, will now be mandatory only for plants near
dense urban zones or in critical poliution areas.

» Roughl; 80% of India’s installed coal capacity, most of it
xomielng anlow-slphor: commslic eod, Wil Bs sxsmpt

» India is not alone. The US, Europe and China — all of
which pioneered FGD rollouts in earlier decades —
have since shifted toward differentiated enforcement

was projected to increase CO,
emissions by nearly 70 million
tonnes over five years, largely
due to added limestone mining
and auxiliary energy use.

‘The revision is also expected

to reduce power generation
costs by Rs 0.25 - Rs 0.30 per
kilowatt hour, offering a direct
benefit to consumers and eas-
ing pressure on India’s cash-
strapped power distribution

companies. Industry experts
have described the move as
“regulatory realism” that will
preserve affordability without
compromising core environ-
mental goals.

India is not alone. The
US, Europe and China — all
of which pioneered FGD roll-
outs in earlier decades — have
since shifted toward differen-
tiated enforcement and per-
formance-based compliance.
China, after an aggressive FGD
deployment from 2004 to 2012,
now applies zonal standards
and is placing more emphasis
on PM2.5 reduction and sys-
tem-level efficiency.

Simpleey.io

Critics continue to argue
that any relaxation risks delay-
ing clean air goals.

But those in government
insist that the new framework
targets pollution where it mat-
ters most and frees up billions
in capital for higher-impact
interventions such as electro-
static precipitators, real-time
monitoring and renewable grid
upgrades.

For many developing
economies still reliant on coal,
India’s recalibration may serve
as a practical template - ambi-
tious where necessary, eco-
nomical where possible and
always informed by data.
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FGD rule relaxation to cut electricity cost by 25-30 paise a unit

PTI
NEW DELHI

The government’s move to ease
sulphur emission rules for most
coal-fired power plants strikes a
delicate balance between costs,
climate and compliance and is
expected to cut electricity costs

by 25-30 paise per unit, officials
said on Sunday.

In a gazette notification, the
government has restricted the
2015 mandate of installing flue-
gas desulphurisation (FGD) sys-
tems that remove sulphur from
a power plants’ exhaust gases,
only to plants located within 10

kilometres of cities with a popu-
lation exceeding one million.
Plants in critically polluted
areas or non-attainment cities
will be evaluated on a case-by-
case basis while all other plants
- accounting for nearly 79% of
India’s thermal power capacity -
- are exempt from mandatory

FGD installation. The notifica-
tion stated that the decision was
made following a detailed analy-
sis by the Central Pollution
Control Board, which found
increased carbon  dioxide
emissions resulting from the
operation of existing control
measures.

Simpleey.io

Industry officials said this would
lead to differentiated com-
pliance based on proximity to
urban populations and the sul-
phur content of the coal used.
The new framework has been
finalised after extensive deliber-
ations and multiple indepen-
dent studies.
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Centre eases FGD norms for power
plants, electricity costs to come down

NEW DELHI, JuL B

HE  Ministry of
I Environment, Forest
and Climate Change

has relaxed the require-
ment for mandatory
installation of flue gas
desulphurisation (FGD)
systems at most coal-
based thermal power
plants, marking a move
towards differentiated
compliance based on
proximity to urban popu-
lations and the sulphur
content of the coal used

The new framework,
finalised after extensive
deliberations and multi-
ple independent studies,
will restrict FGD man-
dates only to plants locat-
ed within 10 kilometres of
cities with a population
exceeding one million,

Plants in critically pol-
luted areas or non-attain-
ment cities will be evalu-
ated on a case-by-case
basis. All other plants -
accounting for nearly 79
per cent of India‘s thermal
power capacity - are now
exempted from mandato-
ry FGD installation.

Crucially, the relaxed
norms are expected to
bring down the cost of
electricity by 25 to 30
paise per unit. That bene-
fit, say experts, will ulti-

mately flow to con-
sumers. In a high-
demand, cost-sensitive
economy, the impact

could be significant, help-
ing state discoms contain
tariffs and reducing the
subsidy burden on gov-
ernments.

The financial burden of
mandatory FGD retro-
fitting was previously
estimated at over Rs 2.5
lakh crore, or Rs 1.2 crore
per MW, with installation
timelines of up to 45 days

per unit. Several power
producers had warned
that this would not only
raise costs but also jeopar-
dise grid stability during
peak seasons.

The decision follows a
series of studies by T
Delhi, CSIR-NEERI and
the National Institute of
Advanced Studies
(NIAS), which found that
ambient sulphur dioxide
levels in most parts of
India are well within the
National Ambient Air
Quality Standards
(NAAQS). Measurements
across multiple cities
showed sulphur dioxide
levels ranging between 3
and 20 ug/m?, significant-

ly below the NAAQS
threshold of 80 pug/m®,

The studies also ques-
tioned the environmental
and economic efficacy of a
universal FGD mandate
in the Indian context.
Indian coal typically has a
sulphur content of less
than 0.5 per cent, and due
to high stack heights and
favourable meteorological
conditions, dispersion of
sulphur dioxide is effi-
cient.

The NIAS study
warned that retrofitting
FGDs nationwide would
add an estimated 69 mil-
lion tonnes of carbon
dioxide emissions
between 2025 and 2030
due to increased lime-
stone mining, transporta-
tion, and power con-
sumption.

FGDs are useful in
places with high sulphur
coal (like in China or the
US), high ambient sul-
phur dioxide levels and
dense urban proximity.
Studies show that India
does not face these prob-
lems at scale, making uni-
versal FGD rollout unnec-

Simpleey.io

essary, expensive and
counterproductive.
Industry  executives

welcomed the decision.
"This is a rational, science-
based move that avoids
unnecessary costs and
focuses regulation where
it is most needed,” said a
senior executive at a lead-
ing public sector utility.
“More importantly, it will
help keep electricity
affordable.”

Officials stressed that
the government remains
committed to environ-
mental protection, but
with a smarter lens. “This
is not a rollback. It is a
recalibration based on
evidence,"” a senior official
said.

"Our approach is now
targeted, efficient and cli-
mate-conscious,” the offi-
cial added.

An affidavit incorpo-
rating these findings will
be submitted shortly to
the Supreme Court in the
MC Mehta vs Union of
India case, where FGD
enforcement timelines
have been under judicial
scrutiny.-IANS
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Delhi

FGD requirements for coal-fired plants
eased: The requirement for mandatory
installation of flue gas desulphurisation
(FGD) systems at most coal-based thermal
power plants has been relaxed by the Min-
istry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change. The new framework will restrict
FGD mandates only to plants located within
10 kilometres of cities with a population
exceeding one million. (Details on Page 10)
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GovtrelaxesFGDrulesforpower
plants; tobring downpower costs

Thegovernmenthasexempted 79 per cent of coal-based power plantsfrom mandatory flue gas
desulphurisation (FGD) installation, limiting the requirementto plantsnearlargecitiesand polluted zones

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 13 JULY

he requirement for

mandatory installa-

tion of flue gas desul-

phurisation (FGD)
systems at most coal-based
thermal power plants has
been relaxed by the Ministry
of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change.

The new framework,
finalised after extensive dis-
cussions and several inde-
pendentstudies, will restrict
FGD mandates only to plants
located within 10 kilometres
of cities with a population
exceeding one million.

Power plants in critically
polluted areas or non-attain-
mentcitieswould be evaluated
on a case-by-case basis.

Allother plants - accounting
fornearly 79 per centof India’s
thermal power capacity - are
now exempted from manda-
tory FGD installation.

Crucially, the relaxed norms
are expected to bring down
the cost of electricity by 25
to 30 paise per unit.

That benefit, say experts,
will ultimately flow to con-
sumers. In a high-demand,
cost-sensitive economy, the
impact could be significant,
helpingstate discoms contain

tariffs and reducing the subsidy
burden on governments.

The financial burden of
mandatory FGD retrofitting
was previously estimated at
over Rs 2.5 lakh crore, or Rs
1.2 crore per MW, with instal-
lation timelines of up to 45
days per unit.

Number of power pro-
ducers had warned that this

would not only raise costs
butalso jeopardise grid stability
during peak seasons.

The decision follows a
series of studies by II'T Delhi,
CSIR-NEERI and the National
Institute of Advanced Studies
(NIAS), which found that
ambientsulphur dioxidelevels
in most parts of India are
well within the National Ambi-

ent Air Quality Standards
(NAAQS).

Measurements across mul-
tiple cities showed sulphur
dioxide levels ranging between
3and 20 pg/m3, significantly
below the NAAQS threshold
of 80 pg/ms.

The studies also ques-
tioned the environmental
and economic efficacy of a

Simpleey.io

universal FGD mandate in
the Indian context. Indian
coal typically has a sulphur
content of less than 0.5 per
cent, and due to high stack
heights and favourable mete-
orological conditions, dis-
persion of sulphur dioxide
is efficient.

The NIAS study warned
thatretrofitting FGDs nation-
wide would add an estimated
69 million tonnes of carbon
dioxide emissions between
2025 and 2030 due to
increased limestone mining,
transportation, and power
consumption.

FGDs are useful in places
with high sulphur coal, high
ambient sulphur dioxide
levels and dense urban prox-
imity. Studies show that India
does not face these problems
at scale, making universal
FGD rollout unnecessary,
expensive and counterpro-
ductive. Industry executives
welcomed the decision.

"This is a rational, sci-
ence-based move thatavoids
unnecessary costs and focuses
regulation where it is most
needed,” said a senior exec-
utive at a leading public
sector utility.

“Moreimportantly, itwill
help keep electricity afford-
able,” he said.
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GovtrelaxesFGDrulesforpower
plants; tobring downpower costs

Thegovernmenthasexempted 79 per centof coal-based power plants frommandatory flue gas
desulphurisation (FGD) installation, limiting therequirementto plantsnearlarge citiesand polluted zones

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, 13 JULY

he requirement for

mandatory installa-

tion of flue gasdesul-

phurisation (FGD)
systems at most coal-based
thermal power plants has
beenrelaxed by the Ministry
of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change.

The new framework,
finalised after extensive dis-
cussions and several inde-
pendentstudies, will restrict
FGD mandatesonly to plants
located within 10 kilometres
of cities with a population
exceeding one million,

Power plants in critically
polluted areas or non-attain-
ment cities would be evaluated
on a case-by-case basis.

Allother plants - accounting
fornearly 79 per centof India’s
thermal power capacity - are
nowexempted from manda-
tory FGD installation,

Crucially, the relaxed norms
are expected to bring down
the cost of electricity by 25
to 30 paise per unit.

That benefit, say experts,
will ultimately flow to con-
sumers. In a high-demand,
cost-sensitive economy, the
impact could be significant,
helpingstate discoms contain

tariffs and reducing the subsidy
burden on governments,

The financial burden of
mandatory FGD retrofitting
was previously estimated at
over Rs 2.5 lakh crore, or Rs
1.2 crore per MW, with instal-
lation timelines of up to 45
days per unit.

Number of power pro-
ducers had warned that this

would not only raise costs
butalso jeopardise grid stability
during peak seasons.

The decision follows a
series of studies by IIT Delhi,
CSIR-NEERIand the National
Institute of Addvanced Studies
(NIAS), which found that
ambient sulphur dioxide levels
in most parts of India are
well within the National Ambi-

ent Air Quality Standards
(NAAQS).

Measurements across mul-
tiple cities showed sulphur
dioxide levels ranging between
3and 20 pg/m?, significantly
below the NAAQS threshold
of 80 pg/m?a.

The studies also ques-
tioned the environmental
and economic efficacy of a

Simpleey.io

universal FGD mandate in
the Indian context. Indian
coal typically has a sulphur
content of less than 0.5 per
cent, and due to high stack
heights and favourable mete-
orological conditions, dis-
persion of sulphur dioxide
is efficient.

The NIAS study warned
that retrofitting FGDs nation-
widewould add an estimated
69 million tonnes of carbon
dioxide emissions between
2025 and 2030 due to
increased limestone mining,
transportation, and power
consumption.

FGDs are usefulin places
with high sulphur coal, high
ambient sulphur dioxide
levels and dense urban prox-
imity. Studies show that India
does not face these problems
at scale, making universal
FGD rollout unnecessary,
expensive and counterpro-
ductive. Industry executives
welcomed the decision.

“This is a rational, sci-
ence-based move thatavoids
unnecessary costs and focuses
regulation where it is most
needed,” said a senior exec-
utive at a leading public
sector utility,

“Moreimportantly, itwill
help keep electricity afford-
able,” he said.

Page 15 of 30


https://simpleey.io/

adani

7+ PG

13 Jul, 2025 - 14 Jul, 2025

The Daily Guardian « 14 Jul « Adani Power Ltd. (APL)
CENTRE RELAXES FGD RULE, ELECTRICITY COST TO REDUCE BY 25-30 PAISE A UNIT

359 - Sgcm

35939 - AVE

Delhi

N/A - Cir

Top Left

CENTRE RELAXES FGD RULE, ELECTRICITY
COST TO REDUCE BY 25-30 PAISE A UNIT

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

he government's
move to ease sul-
phur emission rules

for most coal-fired power
plants strikes a delicate bal-
ance between costs, climate
and compliance and is ex-
pected to cut electricity costs
by 25-30 paise per unit, of-
ficials said on Sunday.

In a gazette notification,
the government has re-
stricted the 2015 mandate
of installing flue-gas desul-
phurisation (FGD) systems
that remove sulphur froma
power plants’ exhaust gases,
only to plants located within
10 kilometres of cities with
a population exceeding one
million.

Plants in critically pollut-
ed areas or non-attainment
cities will be evaluated on a
case-by-case basis while all
other plants -- accounting
for nearly 79 per cent of In-
dia’s thermal power capac-
ity -- are exempt from man-
datory FGD installation.

The notification stated
that the decision was made
following a detailed analy-
sis by the Central Pollution

—

Control Board, which found
increased carbon dioxide
emissions resulting from
the operation of existing
control measures,

Industry officials said this
would lead to differentiated
compliance based on prox-
imity to urban populations
and the sulphur content of
the coal used.

The new framework has
been finalised after ex-
tensive deliberations and
multiple independent stud-
ies. The decision follows
a series of studies by IIT
Delhi, CSIR-NEERI and
the National Institute of
Advanced Studies (NIAS),
which found that ambient
sulphur dioxide levels in
most parts of India are well
within the National Ambi-
ent Air Quality Standards

(NAAQS).
Measurements across
multiple cities showed sul-
phur oxide levels ranging
between 3 and 20 micro-
grams per cubic meter, sig-
nificantly below the NAAQS
threshold of 80 micrograms
per cubic meter. Officials
said studies had also ques-
tioned the environmental
and economic efficacy of a
universal FGD mandate in
the Indian context. Indian
coal typically has a sulphur
content of less than 0.5 per
cent, and due to high stack
heights and favourable me-
teorological conditions, dis-
persion of SO2 is efficient.
The NIAS study warned
that retrofitting FGDs na-
tionwide would add an es-
timated 69 million tonnes
of CO2 emissions between

2025 and 2030 due to in-
creased limestone mining,
transportation, and power
consumption.

Industry officials said the
relaxed norms are expected
to bring down the cost of
electricity by 25-30 paise
per unit. That benefit, they
said, will ultimately flow to
consumers.

In a high-demand, cost-
sensitive economy, the im-
pact could be significant
-- helping state discoms
contain tariffs and reduc-
ing the subsidy burden on
governments. The financial
burden of mandatory FGD
retrofitting was previously
estimated at over Rs 2.5
lakh crore, or Rs 1.2 crore
per MW, with installation
timelines of up to 45 days
per unit. Several power pro-
ducers had warned that this
would not only raise costs
but also jeopardise grid sta-
bility during peak seasons.

Industry executives wel-
comed the decision. “This
is a rational, science-based
move that avoids unneces-
sary costs and focuses regu-
lation where it is most need-
ed,” said a senior executive

Simpleey.io

at a leading public sector
utility. “More importantly,
it will help keep electricity
affordable.”

Officials stressed that
the government remains
committed to environmen-
tal protection, but with a
smarter lens. “This is not a
rollback. Itisa recalibration
based on evidence,” said a
senior government official.
“Our approach is now tar-
geted, efficient and climate-
conscious.,”

An affidavit incorporat-
ing these findings will be
submitted shortly to the
Supreme Court in the MC
Mehta vs Union of India
case, where FGD enforce-
ment timelines have been
under judicial scrutiny.

ICP Keshari, Director
General of Power Producers
Association (PPA), hailed
the decision as “good and
consumer-centric”.

The move will benefit
power plants based on do-
mestic coal, he said. Indian
coal, he said, does not have
any big sulfur oxides (SOx)
emission problem and it is
only the particulate matter,
which is of concern.
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Centre eases FGD norms for power
plants, electricity costs to come down

NEW DELHI, JULY 13

The Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change
has relaxed the requirement
for mandatory installation
of flue gas desulphurisation
(FGD) systems at most coal-
based thermal power plants,
marking a move towards dif-
ferentiated compliance based
on proximity to urban popula-
tions and the sulphur content
of the coal used.

The new framework, fi-
nalised after extensive delib-
erations and multiple inde-
pendent studies, will restrict
FGD mandates only to plants
located within 10 kilometres
of cities with a population ex-
ceeding one million.

Plants in critically polluted
areas or non-attainment cities
will be evaluated on a case-
by-case basis. All other plants
- accounting for nearly 79 per
cent of India’s thermal power
capacity - are now exempted
from mandatory FGD instal-
lation.

Crucially, the relaxed norms
are expected to bring down the

cost of electricity by 25 to 30
paise per unit. That benefit, say
experts, will ultimately flow to
consumers. In a high-demand,
cost-sensitive economy, the
impact could be significant,
helping state discoms contain
tariffs and reducing the sub-
sidy burden on governments.

The financial burden of
mandatory FGD retrofitting
was previously estimated at
over Rs 2.5 lakh crore, or Rs
1.2 crore per MW, with instal-
lation timelines of up to 45
days per unit. Several power
producers had warned that
this would not only raise costs
but also jeopardise grid stabil-
ity during peak seasons.

The decision follows a se-
ries of studies by IIT Delhi,
CSIR-NEERI and the Na-

tional Institute of Advanced
Studies (NTAS), which found
that ambient sulphur dioxide
levels in most parts of India are
well within the National Am-
bient Air Quality Standards
(NAAQS). Measurements
across multiple cities showed
sulphur dioxide levels ranging
between 3 and 20 pgmst, sig-
nificantly below the NAAQS
threshold of 80 pgm:z.

The studies also questioned
the environmental and eco-
nomic efficacy of a universal
FGD mandate in the Indian
context. Indian coal typically
has a sulphur content of less
than 0.5 per cent, and due to
high stack heights and favour-
able meteorological condi-
tions, dispersion of sulphur
dioxide is efficient. IANS
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Z7INS

& Online Coverage

No Portal Name Headline (Incorporated with URL) Reach
1. MSN Hindi FGD f=w # &er: 9 & Fad § gt g1 ot fastet! S wia gfee st . 733.9M
2. News18 FGD rule relaxation to cut electricity cost by 25-30 paise a unit 152.8M
3. The Times of India Relaxed emission norms for thermal generation to reduce power costs 64.4M
4, NDTV FZ T FHIIAT FASTeAT TATeH F TF TAF T AT HT TAST, FHT I ... 50.6M
5. Mint FGD rule relaxation to cut electricity cost by 25-30 paise a unit 40.8M
6. The Economic Times FGD rule relaxation to cut electricity cost by 25-30 paise a unit 28.7TM
7. Dailyhunt Power Bills Set to Dip as Government Eases Emission Norms for Thermal Plants = 18.6M
8. Dailyhunt FGD rule relaxation to cut electricity cost by 25-30 paise a unit 18.6M
9. Prokerala.com Centre eases FGD norms for power plants, electricity costs to come down 13M
10. Zee Business Government relaxes FGD mandate for thermal power plants, energy cost may co  9.6M
me do...
11. Business Standard FGD rule relaxation may cut electricity cost by 25-30 paise per unit 8.1M
12. Latestly Business News | Government Relaxes FGD Mandate for Thermal Power Plants, E = 7.8M
nergy ...
13. IBC24 News THESITE! W § €t 7 fastet! & arra § 25-30 95 9fd e it FH 7.3M
14. The Tribune India Government relaxes FGD mandate for thermal power plants, energy cost may co  7M
me do...
15. Punjab Kesari AT FT TZT FEAT: 7T el q81 FGD, FIIAT T4 bl et qata=or =4t 7™
16. Opindia Union govt relaxes requirement for Flue-Gas Desulphurisation systems at coal- 6.8M
fir...
17. TvOtelugu KT ST AR .. S5 K557 $°67 atest $~6% wlws..! 57 82087 So oSS e | 5.5M
2578 3% ea...
18. Telangana Today Centre eases FGD norms for power plants, electricity costs likely to fall 3.8M
19. Daijiworld Govt relaxes FGD norms for power plants, citing low SO2 levels and cost savings = 3M
20. News 24 Online Hindi WA THTE F7 a7 e, FGD ffawt # seae, fastett it fimar # ot 2.9M
21. 24 Online Centre Eases FGD Norms For Thermal Power Plants, Likely To Cut Power Prices = 2.9M
By 2...
22. 24 Online India"s FGD Shift Echoes Global Reform In Climate Rules 2.9M
23. ABP Live Electricity Bills Set To Drop As India Reworks Emission Norms For Power Plants = 1.9M
24. Oplndia Hindi FDG At & a5ama % a2 fastetl F7 ITTa R HEdT, AH ARM 1 HemT B, 1.7M
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Centre relaxes FGD norms for power plants to lower electricity costs
Centre eases FGD norms for power plants, electricity costs to come down

India Eases Emission Norms for Thermal Power Plants, Aims for Targeted Pollutio
n...

Government Eases Sulphur Rules: A Strategic Shift in India's Power Sector
Government's Strategic Recalibration on Sulphur Emission Rules

FGD rule relaxation to cut electricity cost by 25-30 paise a unit

FGD rule relaxation to cut electricity cost: How this move by government will im...
FGD rule relaxation to cut electricity cost: How this move by government will im...
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Power bills may drop as India relaxes FGD mandate for thermal plants No of visit.

Faulty premises: Jairam Ramesh on govt"s easing of SO2 emission norms
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Centre eases FGD norms for power plants, electricity costs to come down
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Centre eases FGD rules, power costs to drop
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India Relaxes FGD Mandate for Thermal Plants to Cut Energy Costs
Govt Eases FGD Norms Power Plants Electricity Costs Down

Government relaxes FGD mandate for thermal power plants, energy cost may co
me do...

FGD Rule Relaxation to Cut Electricity Cost by 25-30 Paise A Unit
Centre eases FGD norms for power plants, electricity costs likely to fall by 25-...

Centre eases FGD norms for power plants, electricity costs to come down
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Centre eases FGD norms for power plants, electricity costs likely to fall
India"s FGD Shift Echoes Global Reform In Climate Rules
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Union eases FGD norms slashing power tariffs by paise 25-30 unit
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FGD rule relaxation to cut electricity cost by 25-30 paise a unit

qTd % FGD o=t # aaerra & forsteft gRiT awdt, St Taiaeor g & o= ...

India"s FGD Rule Relaxation To Cut Electricity Cost By 25-30 Paise Per Unit; He..

FGD rule relaxation to cut electricity cost by 25-30 paise a unit
Electricity Bills Set To Drop As India Reworks Emission Norms For Power Plants

FGD rule relaxation to cut electricity cost by 25-30 paise a unit

fasteft Erft &=t #2e 7 FGD fa#i # &t €t«, afq IfHe 25-30 47 T =e...

Centre eases FGD norms for power plants, electricity costs to come down
FGD power costs cut by 25-30 paise with relaxed rules

Centre eases FGD norms for power plants, electricity costs to come down
FGD Rule Relaxation: Lower Electricity Costs

FGD norms eased to balance costs, climate and compliance

FGD norms eased to balance costs, climate and compliance
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