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2. The Times of India Cyber defence to play key role in national security: Mumbai 2
DRDO chief

3. Hindustan Times Humanoid robot to be highlight of IIT Techfest 2024  Mumbai 7
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can contribute significantly: DRDO chief
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annual Techfest
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Chennai « Ahmedabad

Use tech to drive
progress: Jeet Adani

India cannot stay out of glob-
al rechnological race and
should build capabilities that
will keep it at the top while
remaining vigilant against its
misuse, said Jeet Adani,
Director, Adani Airport
Holdings. Speaking at IIT
Bombay’s Techfest 2024,
Adani, the 27-year old
younger son of infrastructure
magnate Gautam Adani, said
the future of technology is
both scary and exciting. PN
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iﬂuimkmmumﬁ ‘Speaking about cyber |
warand ithappenseveryday. fencein the contextof next-ge-
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HUMANOID
ROBOT TO BE
HIGHLIGHT OF IIT
TECHFEST 2024

HT Correspondent
htmumbai@hindustantinmes.com

MUMBAL: Unitree Gl, a human-
oid robot which is a powerful
fusion of artificial intelligence
and sustainability projects, will
be the main attraction of Tech-
fest 2024, the annual technol-
ogy festival of IIT Bombay. The
festival will run from Decem-
ber 17-19.

Unitree GI. an advanced
humanoid robot from China,
known for human interaction,
will visit India for the first time.
Apart from this, various tech-
nological innovations, domes-
tic and international, will be
part of the festival.

The Office of Research and
Development will showcase the
rescarch projects of IIT Bom-
bay. The exhibition will display
projects and innovations,
including working models and
product demos from academic
units, highlighting advance-
ments in technology.

The exhibition will be inau-
gurated by the chairman of the
Defence Research Develop-
ment Organisation (DRDO),
Samir Kamat, on Tuesday. He
will address the gathering on
‘Defence R&D—Challenges and
Opportunities”, Jeet Adani, son
of Gautam Adani, will address
the gathering on Day 1. On Day
2, Velumani Arokiaswamy, cre-
ator of Thyrocare, and K Raja-
lakshmi Menon, a distin-
guished scientist at DRDO, will
present impactful insights from
their fields.

1.IM « Cir
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Mumbai

Cyber defence key to India’s security, young

people can contribute significantly:

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, DECEMBER 17

DEFENCE RESEARCH and
Development  Organisation
(DRDO) Chairman Dr Samir V
Kamat Tuesday said that as India

l

DRDO chief

ranks among the countries most
vulnerable tocyberattacks, the or-
ganisation isworkingoncyber de-
fenceinitiatives.

Dr Kamat was speaking at
Techfest, the annual science and
technology festival of the Indian
Institute of Technology. Bombay,
which started Tuesday.

DrKamatsaid, “Indiais among - »
the highest attacked countries in |
the world whenitcomes tocyber- // ”
space. And especially in the mili-
tary domain, itis going tobe ade-
cisive edge.” (Clockwise from left) Students at the Techfest held at IIT Bombay on Tuesday; DRDO chairman Dr Samir V Kamat and Jeet

The DRDOchiefelaboratedon  Adani of the Adani Group speak at the event. Deepak joshi
the importance of cyber defence,
whichincludes cyber deterrence.

“Youhavetohavethecapabil-  inareas such as artificial intelli-  inthe country. Topromotemore  temational andin-houseinnova-  only way forward.” He stressed on
ities like you have inour strategic ~ gence, asymmetric technology,  research, particularly in defence,  tions have become crowd pullers,  theimportance of balancing tech-
nucleardomain.Youhavetohave  smart materials, quantumtech-  the DRDO planstofunduptoRs  asinpreviousyears, Amongother  nology's benefits with its risks,
deterrence capabilities sothat  nologyand cognitivesensortech- 50 crore under industry collabo-  notable speakers on the firstday  urging India to embrace Al and
peopledon’tattack.Sobothcyber  nology,eachheaded byyoungsci-  rations, providing startups and  ofthe Techfest lecture-serieswas  digital transformation todrive na-
defenceand cyberdeterrenceare  entists under the age of 35. micro, small and mediumenter-  Jeet Adani, son of Director of  tional growth.
going to play a key role. Thisises- DrKamatalsosaidindiahasa  prises with opportunities toac-  Adani Airport Holdings Ltd. and In his address, Adani appreci-
pecially where young peoplecan  very low rate of researchers per  cess this funding. son of Adani Group's chairman  ated the volume of contribution of
contribute significantly,” hesaid.  million population compared to As IIT Bombay’s three-day  Gautam Adani. IIT Bombay into the sector of tech-

Emphasising the need fora  countries such as Singapore, Techfest began, an impressive Emphasising the role of tech-  nology with innovations and by
fresh approach toawide rangeof  Sweden, Denmark and Israel, in-  line-up of speakers is scheduled  nologyinnavigatingtheevolving  giving the world intelligent minds
technologies, Dr Kamat said the  sisting that research work needs  tospeakatthefestival.Inaddition  landscape, Adanisaid,“Iseetech-  who brought changes across in-
DRDO has established new units  to be enhanced and encouraged  tolectureseries,exhibitionsofin-  nology as the way forward, the  dustries with technology.
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II'T-B’s annual
science fest to
begin today

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, DECEMBER 16

THETHREE-DAY annual science
and technology festival of Indian
Institute of Technology (IIT)
Bombay, Techfest, is set to begin
onTuesday.

Like every year, the festival
willinclude an impressive set of
exhibitions of tech-innovations
along with a list of notable
speakers for the lecture series.

Some of the speaker attrac-
tions are Chairman Defence
Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) Dr. Samir
V Kamat, Director of Satish
Dhawan Space Centre (SDSC),
ISRO A. Rajarajan, Former Chief
Justice of India NV Ramana,
Director of Adani Airport
Holdings Ltd Jeet Adani, lead sci-
entist at LIGO, Caltech - John E.
Brian O'Reilly and Ananya Birla,
entrepreneur and singer.

Thetech-innovationsondis-
play at the exhibitions will in-
clude the Unitree G1 humanoid
bot from China, Robo D] from
Japan among other international
line-ups.

Some of the common attrac-
tions of the Techfest, including
competitions such as Robowars,
Drone Show. E-Sports tourna-
ments among others will con-
tinue this year too along with
Technoholix which assures a
unique entertainment to the au-
dience with use of technology.

625K « Cir
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Humanoid robots take centre stage at [IT-Bombay's annual Techfest
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Humanoid robots take centre stage
at liT-Bombay’s annual Techfest

Techfest 2024 also spotlighted homegrown technological
advancements; DRDO showcased its cutting-edge projects

DIPTI SINGH
dipti.singh@mid-day.com

THE Indian Institute of Tech-
nology Bombay (IIT-B) com-
menced the 28th edition of
Techfest 2024, the institute’s
annual science and technology
extravaganza, on Tuesday.

The three-day celebration of
innovation, exploration, and
technological marvels drew
an overwhelming crowd on
its very first day through the
cutting edge of science and
technology.

The fest opened witha futur-
istic touch as humanoid robots
greeted visitors with friendly
handshakes and lifelike inter-
actions. The undisputed star of
the day, however, was Unitree
Gl—an advanced humanoid
robot from China making its
debut appearance in India.

A powerful blend of artificial
intelligence and sustainable in-
novation, Unitree G1 mesmer-
ised onlookers with its ability
to interact seamlessly, offering
a glimpse into a future where
human-robot  collaboration
takes centre stage. The tech in-
novations showcased included
the Unitree G1 humanoid
bot from China and Robo
DJ from Japan, among oth-
erinternational highlights.

Other popular at-
tractions were the

Jeet Adani, Director
of Adani Airport
Holdings Ltd. gives a
lecture

robowars, the drone show, and
Esports tournaments, which
continued this year as well.

AHub of innovation

While international exhibits like
Unitree G1 headlined the event,
Techfest 2024 also spotlight-
ed homegrown technolog-
ical advancements. The
Defence Research and
Development Organi-
sation (DRDO) show-
cased its cut-

ting-edge projects at the
institute’s KV Ground, while the
IIT Bombay Office of Research
and Development transformed
the Physics Parking Lot into a
hub of creativity and experi-
mentation. From drone tech-
nologies to rocket models built
for international competitions,
the exhibits embodied the spirit
of innovation.

Inaugurating the fest, DRDO
Chairman Dr Samir V Kamat
addressed a packed audience on
“Defence R&D-—Challenges and
Opportunities”.  Highlighting
India’s vulnerability to cyberat-
tacks, DrKamatunderscored the
urgent need for cyber defence

DRDO showcased its defence capabilities; (left) a robot by Indro
Robotech interacts with humans at Techfest. PICS/SAYYED SAMEER ABED!

initiatives in both military and
civilian domains.

“India is among the most tar-
geted nations in cyberspace,” Dr
Kamat stated. “In the military
domain, cyber capabilities will
provide a decisive edge, much
like our strategic nuclear de-
terrence. We must build strong
deterrence systems to safeguard
against such attacks.”

Dr Kamat further announced
that the DRDO has set up dedi-
cated research units focusing on
advanced technologies such as
artificial intelligence, quantum
technology, and cognitive sen-
sors, all headed by young scien-
tists under the age of 35. How-
ever, he also pointed toa
critical challenge—the
dearth of researchers
in India compared
to global leaders
like Singapore and
Sweden. “For India
to lead in technology
and innovation, we need
more people to take up research
and contribute toscience-driven
development,” Dr Kamat urged.

Technology as the way forward

The technological narrative con-
tinued withathought-provoking

J

No. of days the
event will
goon

lecture by Jeet Adani, Director
of Adani Airport Holdings Ltd.
Addressing the gathering, Adani
emphasised that technology
is the cornerstone of progress,
urging industries and individu-
als alike to embrace innovation
while staying mindful of its po-
tential risks.

“Technology is the only way
forward,” he said. "But as we
embrace its immense benefits,
we mustalsoensure itis used re-
sponsibly for the greater good."
He shared inspiring examples
of how technology is trans-
forming industries, particularly
in renewable energy, ports, and

aviation. He elaborated onthe
use of simulation-based
training to improve
safety and efficiency

inports and logistics,
as well as the role of
advanced planning
systems in manag-
ing the seven inter-
national airports under
the Adani Group's purview.
“At Navi Mumbai, where we are
developing a new international
airport, technology s helping us
streamline every facet of plan-
ning and operations,” he noted.
Highlighting renewable ener-

Simpleey.io

gy as asuccess story in the fight
against climate change, Adani
concluded, “Technology has the
power to drive positive change
across sectors, and we must
harness it to create asustainable,
inclusive future”

What visitors said

Pratham Jaypuriya, Adhiraj
Chikane, and Ishaan Jha, class
nine students from Rustomjee
Cambridge International School
in Virar, traveled all the way to
attend the Techfest. Visiting for
the first time, the trio attended
lectures, explored exhibits, and
were thrilled by the entire expe-
rience.

Speaking to mid-day, they
described their time as “having
a blast” Jaypuriya shared, “We
had a wonderful experience at
the campus. The highlight for
me was Mr Jeet Adani’s lecture,
where he spoke about business
and technology.” Another group
of 58 students from MES Bal
Shikshan Mandir English Medi-
um School, Pune, also attended
the Techfest, accompanied by
their teachers.

Dipti Kelaskar, a teacher
from the school, said, “A total
of 72 students from our school
qualified for the second level
of the IIT B Techfest Olympiad,
and 58 of them came here to
participate. Itwas awonderful
experience..They explored the
Techfest exhibits, interacted
with robots, and learned many
new things."

Sharing his experience,
Avnish Kulkarni, 13, a student
of MES School, said, “We were
here for the Olympiad exams,
and while the exam went well,
the exhibitions were truly
fantastic. We had an incred-
ible experience at Techfest,
met so many people, and
learned a lot”

Another visitor, Bhavin Ta-
lathi, an engineering student
from Dahanu, said, “This is my
first time attending Techfest,
and [ plan to return tomorrow
aswell...] am more excited to at-
tend the performance by Robo
DJ, a robot that plays music.
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Techfest 2024
begins at IIT
Bombay

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

The 28th edition of Tech-
fest, Asia’s largest science
and technology festival,
will take place at IIT Bom-
bay from December 17 to
19. The event, with the
theme  Sustainnovative
Sentience, will focus on
sustainable and innovative
solutions through competi-
tions, exhibitions, and oth-
er activities.

The inaugural day will
feature a ceremony, a key-
note lecture by Jeet Adani,
Director of Adani Airport
Holdings Ltd., and the In-
ternational Robowars. Ex-
hibits include the Unitree
GI Humanoid Robot.
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Humanoid robot highlight of IIT Techfest "24

Use Technology To Drive Progress, Guard Against Misuse: Jeet Adani

Cyber defence to play key role in national security: DRDO 97 7070 8080 chief
SHTATSIT ST TATTL AT F BT URHTT LT ;|| T S0 o Zohthee H ...

Techfest 2024: Asia"s largest science and technology festival at IIT Bombay

Jeet Adani Advocates for Embracing Technology While Guarding Against Misuse i
nl..

Use technology to drive progress, guard against misuse: Jeet Adani

Latest News | Use Technology to Drive Progress, Guard Against Misuse: Jeet Ad
ani

Humanoid robots take centre stage at IIT-Bombay’s annual Techfest
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Harnessing power of technology crucial to driving inclusive growth in India: Jee...

IIT Bombay Techfest 2024 from today; G1 humanoid robot from China at exhibitio
n

TS ATt ST 3 2T TEe] T A A AGer TEF 2", ArSArSE atear H Arer J...

IIT Bombay Techfest 2024: Jeet Adani"s Groundbreaking Address On Technology
And...

‘Technology Must Serve A Purpose’ — Jeet Adani

Harnessing power of technology crucial to driving inclusive growth
Harnessing Technology: India's Path to a Sustainable Future
/=R wa # gareadt B i anr age F o sy #.
Use technology to drive progress guard against misuse Jeet Adani

Jeet Adani At IIT Bombay Techfest 2024 Addresses On Technology &
Innovation ...

T 3 forT S=ITRIhT STodt, U¥ S8 gRIART &l AT T Tge =l ST&d: ...
Harnessing power of technology crucial to driving inclusive growth in India: Jee...

Use technology to drive progress, guard against misuse: Jeet Adani
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