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PM E-Drive buses may ply on
intercity routes, tourist trails

The 210,900-crore PM E-Drive scheme rolled
outinSeptember 2024 to expand city
transport may soon be expanded to intercity
routes and tourist trails. On Friday, the
government allotted 10,900 buses under the
scheme thatistargeting14,028buses.  >P8
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PM E-Drive buses may ply
on inter-city, tourist routes

Plan to be implemented after competitive bidding for all nine cities is completed

NEWDELHI

nter-city routes and tourist trails
may open up for electric buses
which are now confined to cities
underacentral scheme, two people
familiar with the plans said.

The 10,900-crore PM E-Drive
schemerolled out inSeptember 202410
expand city transport may soon be
expanded for this purpose, the people
said on the condition of anonymity. On
Friday, the government allotted 10,900
busesunder the scheme, whichaimsat
atotal of 1,028 buses,

“Theallotmentannounced on 22 May
will first be tendered, followed by
demand generation and tendering of
more electric busesto remaining cities,”
one of the two people cited above said.
“Then more buses will be deployed for
inter-city purposes, and for some tourist
destinations, forinstance, hilly areas.™

The plan to permit electric buses for
inter-city travel and tourism purposes
willbe implementedafter the competi-
tive bidding for all cities is completed,
the officials mentioned above said,

Under the scheme, nine cities with
over 40 million people are eligible to
receive subsidized e-buses, including
New Delhi, Mumbai, Bengaluru, Chen-
nai, Hyderabad, Kolkata, Ahmedabad,
Surat and Pune, On 22 May, heavy
industries minister H.D. Kumaras-
wamy said Bengaluruwill get 500
electric buses, Hyderabad 2,000,

EMPS and PM E-Drive came after a decade of electric mobility incentivization under t

to dole out a 2035 lakh incentive for
every electric bussold.

The development assumes impor-
tance as nearly 40% of the scheme isset
aside for the rollout of 14,028 electric
busestill FY26,

Transport-related emissionsin cities

e A

using buses forintercity travel - a large
and efficient network of buses can
replace cars and provide altermnative
transportation options 1o passengers,
Electric busesare also a good addition to
tourism locations as India looks to
develop a number of sustainable tour-

CLEAN MOBILITY

wo iterations of the FAME scheme.. #n

The EMPS and PM E-drive scheme
came after adecadeof electric mobility
incentivizationunder twoiterations of
the FAME scheme, FAME stands for
Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of
Electric (and Hybrid) vehicles.

The PM E-drive scheme, set torun for
two vears till the end of FY26,
marked a change in the focus of
incentivisation of electric mobility,

Dethi 2,800, Ahmedabad 1,000, UNDE:? the s&heme, a‘w bg‘g;'- , F;m"cnf)?“ the mh§ PM 5‘3";! y asitfocused on incentivising public
and S 00 in the ® nine cities with over umbai, Bengalury,  fir of buses  scheme, which is se i TR PR
"".".T"T'_' 000, 'r":h_‘ '!."’" ":‘j“‘_' ¢ “40milionpeople  Chennai and Kolkata  allotted on 22Mayis  torun for two years, f:‘""",’.‘}"f'}"' to become electric,
Tendering of the first phase ol 3re eligible toreceive  areamongthecities  settocommencein  will come to an end alongwitha fxnsmmmr\w&ﬁm.\
busesallottedon 22 May willbegin  subsidized e-buses to benefit 4-6 weeks atthecloseof FY26  suchaselectrictrucksand ambulan-

in 4-6 weeks, the second official

ces. Italsoincentivised electric two-

said. Competitive bidding for the
supply of the first phase ofbuses allotted
on 22 May will begin in 4-6 weeks, the
second official said.

Typically, the cost ofanelectricbusis
approximately 1 crore, Under the PM
E-drivescheme, the Centreis planning

and along highways currently account
for10-15%of the pollution in our cities,
said Viral Thakker, partner & leader -
sustainability & climate, Deloitte South
Asia.

“There are several advantages of

ismdestinations,” said Thakker.

The PM E-drive scheme, announced
inSeptember 2024, subsumed the Elec-
tric Mobility Promotion Scheme
(EMPS), which ran from April 2024 to
September 2024

wheelersand three-wheelers.
The scheme mandates manufactur-
ers to provide electric vehicles to con-
sumers at a lower price. The govern-
ment then reimburses manufacturers.
manas.pimpalkhareqhindustan-
times.com
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Ahmedabad

PM E-Drive buses may ply on
intercity routes, tourist trails

The 210,900-crore PM E-Drive scheme rolled
outin September 2024 to expand city
transport may soon be expanded tointercity
routes and tourist trails. On Friday, the
government aliotted 10,900 buses under the
schemethatistargeting 14,028buses.  >P8
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PM E-Drive buses may ply
on inter-city, tourist routes

Plan to be implemented after competitive bidding for all nine cities is completed

NEW DELHI

nter-city routes and tourist trails
may open up for electric buses
which are now confined to cities
underacentralscheme, two people
familiar with the plans said.

The 10,900-crore PM E-Drive
scheme rolled outin September 202410
expand city transport may soon be
expanded for this purpose, the people
said on the condition of anonymity. On
Friday, the govermment allotted 10,900
busesunder the scheme, whichaimsat
atotal of 14,028 buses.

“Theallotment announcedon 22 May
will first be tendered, followed by

demand generation and tendering of

moreelectricbuses to remaining cities,”
oneofthe two people cited above said.
“Then more buses will be deployed for
inter-city purposes, and for some tourist
destinations, forinstance, hilly areas.”
The plan to permit electric buses for
inter-city travel and tourism purposes
willbeimplemented after the competi-
tive bidding for all cities is completed,
the officials mentioned above said.
Under the scheme, nine cities with
over 40 million people are eligible to
receive subsidized e-buses, including
New Delhi, Mumbai, Bengaluru, Chen-
nai, Hyderabad, Kolkata, Ahmedabad,
Surat and Pune. On 22 May, heavy
industries minister H.D. Kumaras-
wamy said Bengaluruwill get £500
electric buses, Hyderabad 2,000,

to dole out a 220-35 lakh incentive for
every electricbussold.

The development assumes impor-
tanceasnearly 40% of the scheme isset
aside for the rollout of 14,028 electric
busestill FY26.

Transport-related emissionsin cities

Delhi 2,800, Ahmedabad 1,000, :":eocﬁ:‘el:e ,“#‘heﬂ\f. :‘Az‘rrv\bg'igg:\'gal -
> S o : s B e 1 ities with oves u i, uru,
ang 1 hm’m ‘.’OO' 'r" :h‘ first p:l:l.\t. 40 million people Chennai and Kolkata
Tendering of the first phase of  are eligible to receive are among the cities
busesallottedon 22 May willbegin ~ subsidized e-buses  to benefit

in 4-6 weeks, the second official

TS

EMPS and PM E-Drive came after a decade of electric mobility incentivization under t

using buses forintercity travel - a large
and efficient network of buses can
replace cars and provide alternative
transportation options to passengers.
Electric buses are alsoa good additionto
tourism locations as India looks to
develop a number of sustainable tour-

CLEAN MOBILITY

TENDERING forthe  THE PM E-drive
first phase of buses  scheme, which is set
allottedon22Mayis  torun for two years,
settocommencein  will come toanend
4-6 weeks atthe close of FY26

wo iterations of the FAME scheme.. n

The EMPS and PM E-drive scheme
cameafteradecade of electric mobility
incentivization under twoiterations of
the FAME scheme. FAME stands for
Faster Adoptionand Manufacturing of
Electric (and Hybrid) vehicles.

The PM E-drive scheme, set torun for
two years till the end of FY26,
marked a change in the focus of
incentivisation of electricmobility,
asit focused onincentivising public
transportation to become electric,
along with afocuson sunrise sectors
suchaselectric trucksandambulan-
ces. Italsoincentivised electric two-

said. Competitive bidding for the
supply of the first phase of buses allotted
on 22 May will begin in +-6 weeks, the
second official said.

Typically, the cost of an electricbusis
approximately X1 crore. Under the PM
E-drivescheme, the Centreis planning

and along highways currently account

for10-15% of the pollution in our cities,
said Viral Thakker, partner & leader -
sustainability & climate, Deloitte South
Asia

“There are several advantages of

ismdestinations,” said Thakker.

The PM E-drive scheme, announced
inSeptember 2024, subsumed the Elec-
tric Mobility Promotion Scheme
(EMPS), which ran from April 2024 to
September 2024,

wheelersand three-wheelers.
The scheme mandates manufactur-
ers to provide electric vehicles to con-
sumers at a lower price. The govern-
ment then reimburses manufacturers,
manas.pimpalkharechindustan-
times.com
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Chandigarh

PM E-Drive buses may ply on
intercity routes, tourist trails

The 210,900-crore PM E-Drive scheme rolled
outin September 2024 to expand city
transport may soon be expanded tointercity
routes and tourist trails. On Friday, the
government aliotted 10,900 buses under the
schemethatistargeting 14,028buses.  >P8

Simpleey.io | Page 7 of 17



https://simpleey.io/

Deloitte.

26 May, 2025

PM E-Drive buses may ply
on inter-city, tourist routes

Plan to be implemented after competitive bidding for all nine cities is completed

NEW DELHI

nter-city routes and tourist trails
may open up for electric buses
which are now confined to cities
underacentralscheme, two people
familiar with the plans said.

The 10,900-crore PM E-Drive
scheme rolled outin September 202410
expand city transport may soon be
expanded for this purpose, the people
said on the condition of anonymity. On
Friday, the govermment allotted 10,900
busesunder the scheme, whichaimsat
atotal of 14,028 buses.

“Theallotment announcedon 22 May
will first be tendered, followed by

demand generation and tendering of

moreelectricbuses to remaining cities,”
oneofthe two people cited above said.
“Then more buses will be deployed for
inter-city purposes, and for some tourist
destinations, forinstance, hilly areas.”
The plan to permit electric buses for
inter-city travel and tourism purposes
willbeimplemented after the competi-
tive bidding for all cities is completed,
the officials mentioned above said.
Under the scheme, nine cities with
over 40 million people are eligible to
receive subsidized e-buses, including
New Delhi, Mumbai, Bengaluru, Chen-
nai, Hyderabad, Kolkata, Ahmedabad,
Surat and Pune. On 22 May, heavy
industries minister H.D. Kumaras-
wamy said Bengaluruwill get £500
electric buses, Hyderabad 2,000,

to dole out a 220-35 lakh incentive for
every electricbussold.

The development assumes impor-
tanceasnearly 40% of the scheme isset
aside for the rollout of 14,028 electric
busestill FY26.

Transport-related emissionsin cities

Delhi 2,800, Ahmedabad 1,000, :":eocﬁ:‘el:e ,“#‘heﬂ\f. :‘Az‘rrv\bg'igg:\'gal -
> S o : s B e 1 ities with oves u i, uru,
ang 1 hm’m ‘.’OO' 'r" :h‘ first p:l:l.\t. 40 million people Chennai and Kolkata
Tendering of the first phase of  are eligible to receive are among the cities
busesallottedon 22 May willbegin ~ subsidized e-buses  to benefit

in 4-6 weeks, the second official

TS

EMPS and PM E-Drive came after a decade of electric mobility incentivization under t

using buses forintercity travel - a large
and efficient network of buses can
replace cars and provide alternative
transportation options to passengers.
Electric buses are alsoa good additionto
tourism locations as India looks to
develop a number of sustainable tour-

CLEAN MOBILITY

TENDERING forthe  THE PM E-drive
first phase of buses  scheme, which is set
allottedon22Mayis  torun for two years,
settocommencein  will come toanend
4-6 weeks atthe close of FY26

wo iterations of the FAME scheme.. n

The EMPS and PM E-drive scheme
cameafteradecade of electric mobility
incentivization under twoiterations of
the FAME scheme. FAME stands for
Faster Adoptionand Manufacturing of
Electric (and Hybrid) vehicles.

The PM E-drive scheme, set torun for
two years till the end of FY26,
marked a change in the focus of
incentivisation of electricmobility,
asit focused onincentivising public
transportation to become electric,
along with afocuson sunrise sectors
suchaselectric trucksandambulan-
ces. Italsoincentivised electric two-

said. Competitive bidding for the
supply of the first phase of buses allotted
on 22 May will begin in +-6 weeks, the
second official said.

Typically, the cost of an electricbusis
approximately X1 crore. Under the PM
E-drivescheme, the Centreis planning

and along highways currently account

for10-15% of the pollution in our cities,
said Viral Thakker, partner & leader -
sustainability & climate, Deloitte South
Asia

“There are several advantages of

ismdestinations,” said Thakker.

The PM E-drive scheme, announced
inSeptember 2024, subsumed the Elec-
tric Mobility Promotion Scheme
(EMPS), which ran from April 2024 to
September 2024,

wheelersand three-wheelers.
The scheme mandates manufactur-
ers to provide electric vehicles to con-
sumers at a lower price. The govern-
ment then reimburses manufacturers,
manas.pimpalkharechindustan-
times.com
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Chennai

PM E-Drive buses may ply on
intercity routes, tourist trails

The 210,900-crore PM E-Drive scheme rolled
outinSeptember 2024 to expand city
transport may soon be expanded to intercity
routes and tourist trails. On Friday, the
government allotted 10,900 buses under the
scheme thatistargeting14,028buses.  >P8
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PM E-Drive buses may ply
on inter-city, tourist routes

Plan to be implemented after competitive bidding for all nine cities is completed

NEWDELHI

nter-city routes and tourist trails
may open up for electric buses
which are now confined to cities
underacentral scheme, two people
familiar with the plans said.

The 10,900-crore PM E-Drive
schemerolled out inSeptember 202410
expand city transport may soon be
expanded for this purpose, the people
said on the condition of anonymity. On
Friday, the government allotted 10,900
busesunder the scheme, whichaimsat
atotal of 1,028 buses,

“Theallotmentannounced on 22 May
will first be tendered, followed by
demand generation and tendering of
more electric busesto remaining cities,”
one of the two people cited above said.
“Then more buses will be deployed for
inter-city purposes, and for some tourist
destinations, forinstance, hilly areas.™

The plan to permit electric buses for
inter-city travel and tourism purposes
willbe implementedafter the competi-
tive bidding for all cities is completed,
the officials mentioned above said,

Under the scheme, nine cities with
over 40 million people are eligible to
receive subsidized e-buses, including
New Delhi, Mumbai, Bengaluru, Chen-
nai, Hyderabad, Kolkata, Ahmedabad,
Surat and Pune, On 22 May, heavy
industries minister H.D. Kumaras-
wamy said Bengaluruwill get 500
electric buses, Hyderabad 2,000,

EMPS and PM E-Drive came after a decade of electric mobility incentivization under t

to dole out a 2035 lakh incentive for
every electric bussold.

The development assumes impor-
tance as nearly 40% of the scheme isset
aside for the rollout of 14,028 electric
busestill FY26,

Transport-related emissionsin cities

e A

using buses forintercity travel - a large
and efficient network of buses can
replace cars and provide altermnative
transportation options 1o passengers,
Electric busesare also a good addition to
tourism locations as India looks to
develop a number of sustainable tour-

CLEAN MOBILITY

wo iterations of the FAME scheme.. #n

The EMPS and PM E-drive scheme
came after adecadeof electric mobility
incentivizationunder twoiterations of
the FAME scheme, FAME stands for
Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of
Electric (and Hybrid) vehicles.

The PM E-drive scheme, set torun for
two vears till the end of FY26,
marked a change in the focus of
incentivisation of electric mobility,

Dethi 2,800, Ahmedabad 1,000, UNDE:? the s&heme, a‘w bg‘g;'- , F;m"cnf)?“ the mh§ PM 5‘3";! y asitfocused on incentivising public
and S 00 in the ® nine cities with over umbai, Bengalury,  fir of buses  scheme, which is se i TR PR
"".".T"T'_' 000, 'r":h_‘ '!."’" ":‘j“‘_' ¢ “40milionpeople  Chennai and Kolkata  allotted on 22Mayis  torun for two years, f:‘""",’.‘}"f'}"' to become electric,
Tendering of the first phase ol 3re eligible toreceive  areamongthecities  settocommencein  will come to an end alongwitha fxnsmmmr\w&ﬁm.\
busesallottedon 22 May willbegin  subsidized e-buses to benefit 4-6 weeks atthecloseof FY26  suchaselectrictrucksand ambulan-

in 4-6 weeks, the second official

ces. Italsoincentivised electric two-

said. Competitive bidding for the
supply of the first phase ofbuses allotted
on 22 May will begin in 4-6 weeks, the
second official said.

Typically, the cost ofanelectricbusis
approximately 1 crore, Under the PM
E-drivescheme, the Centreis planning

and along highways currently account
for10-15%of the pollution in our cities,
said Viral Thakker, partner & leader -
sustainability & climate, Deloitte South
Asia.

“There are several advantages of

ismdestinations,” said Thakker.

The PM E-drive scheme, announced
inSeptember 2024, subsumed the Elec-
tric Mobility Promotion Scheme
(EMPS), which ran from April 2024 to
September 2024

wheelersand three-wheelers.
The scheme mandates manufactur-
ers to provide electric vehicles to con-
sumers at a lower price. The govern-
ment then reimburses manufacturers.
manas.pimpalkhareqhindustan-
times.com
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Aamir Khan tests economics of digital film distribution
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Jury out on pay-per-view service for Sitaare Zameen Par

Aamir Khan tests economics

of digital film dis

URVI MALVANIA
Mumbai, May 25

IN A CLASSIC high-risk, high-
reward play, actor Aamir Khan
is rolling the dice in a way few
Bollywood stars have dared to.

At a time when streaming
giants rule the digital roost,
Khan is pushing boundaries by
choosing YouTube’s pay-per-
view service for the digital dis-
tribution of his next title -
Sitaare Zameen Par.

The juryisout on the move
to skip the streaming plat-
forms,with some trade experts
hailing it as audacious and
visionary, while others are
terming it as too risky a bet,

One of the biggest pay-offs
of this strategy could be a
longer theatrical run since
users will have to pay to watch
the movie, one way or another.
Whena filmissold toastream-
ing platform, it becomes part of

NEW WATERS

W Aamir Khan is
pushing boundaries
by choosing
YouTube's pay-per
-view service for the
digital distribution of
his next title -
Sitaare Zameen Par

M One of the biggest pay-offs of this strategy could be a
longer theatrical run since users will have to pay to watch
the movie, one way or another

ribution

M Box-office
collections of films
have been suffering
because of streaming

platforms as people
prefer to watch
maovies at home

4 M Taking the movie to
" YouTube also allows
Khan, who has also
produced the film, to
cast a wider net in terms
of audience

its library, often available for
free undera subscription orad-
supported model.“In this case,
peoplewill have to pay anyway,
and if the movie does well, it
could drive more people to the
theatres,” says Komal Nahata,
leading film trade analyst, edi-
torof film trade magazine ‘Film
Information’and host of popu-

lar podcast‘Game Changers'.
Box office collections of
films have been suffering
because of streaming plat-
forms as people prefer to
watch movies, especially
those without any visual spec-
tacle (like superhero films or
those with a 3D/4D release),
in the comfort of their homes

on subscribed OTT platforms
at the time of their choosing.
However, if the film is not
available as part of a subscrip-
tion or membership on digi-
tal, people may just feel
inclined togo to the moviesin
the traditional way.

Continued on Page 5
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Aamir Khan tests economics of...

TAKING THE MOVIE to
YouTubealsoallows Khan,who
has also produced the film, to
cast a wider net in terms of
audience,

“The platform’s massive
reach — over 2.5 billion users
globally and 460 million in
India — makes it the most
accessible digital distribution
channel available today, far
outpacing standalone OTTser-
vices,” Chandrashekhar Man-
tha, partner, media and enter-
tainment sector leader,
Deloitte India, says.

He adds that while
YouTube’s Transactional Video
on Demand (TVOD) model has
been used before, its adoption
for a major Bollywood release
marks a significant first -- an
ambitious, yet important
experiment for the industry.

Anexperiment thatexperts
agree, only big banner films
can afford to undertake,
thoughif successful,could fur-

therhelp democratise film dis-
tribution.

“For many independent
filmmakers and producers,
getting a theatrical or digital
release is a huge challenge.
Often, they do not have the
resources to broker lucrative
deals. The YouTube TVOD
model,given itis performance
driven, could be a good option
for such films,” Ashish Pher-

wani, leader, media and enter-
tainment sector at EY India,

says.

Under YouTube TVOD, the
content producer typically
retains 70% of the revenue,
while the platform takes a
30% share.This reduces tradi-
tional distribution overheads,
which can account for 25% of
a film’s revenue, but the cost
advantage is moderate due to
the share a producer pays to
the platform.

There is a flipside as well.
While the promise of the
strategy is real, so is the peril.
And perhaps the biggest of
them all is the dreaded men-
ace of piracy,ever-prevalent in
the Indian cyberspace.
Although the threat of piracy
is comparable between
YouTube and OTT platforms,
the financial fallout lands
more squarely on the pro-
ducer with the YouTube
model, Nahta observes.

“With upfront OTT deals,
the producer has banked the
cheque and the headache of
piracy (loss of viewership on its
service) is the platform’s. With
the YouTube model, it impacts
the paid consumption of the
title, resulting in tangible,and
potentially significant, rev-
enue loss for the producer,” he
explains.

The most obvious disad-
vantage of the strategy, of
course, is that if the movie fails
to hit a chord with the audi-
ence,the producersareleftina
bind.“Unlike OTT platforms
that offer upfront licensing
deals — often ranging
between ¥100 crore to ¥300
crore — the model to release
on YouTube will be perfor-
mance-driven. This means
earnings depend entirely on
audience engagement and
contentquality,addingalayer
of commercial risk for produc-
ers,” Mantha says.
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Living paycheck to
paycheck

Anew report by Deloitte describes
how financial insecurity is
widespread among India's young
workforce, half of whom live
paycheck to paycheck. The 147
edition of Deloitte's Gen Z and
Millennial Survey 2025 which looks
at the aspirations, challenges and
priorities of india’s young workforce
shows how much work organisations
need to do to meet the expectations
of their people. For instance, 62 per
cent of Indian Gen Z and 56 per cent
millennials want more guidance
from their managers, but only 44 per
centand 47 per cent, respectively,
feel they receive it, It also finds that
85 per cent of the young workforce
is already using GenAlin daily work.
For the younger workforce, thereisa
strong desire for purpose and
meaning in their careers and many
reject employers based on personal
values, finds the report.
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	PM E-Drive buses may ply on intercity routes, tourist trails
	1,8 • PG
	454 • Sqcm
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	402 • Sqcm
	355876 • AVE
	175K • Cir
	Bottom Left,Top Center
	26 May, 2025
	26 May, 2025


	Living paycheck to paycheck
	7 • PG
	73 • Sqcm
	14520 • AVE
	57.88K • Cir
	Middle Left
	26 May, 2025


	The wages of workers are increasing!
	9 • PG
	246 • Sqcm
	49519 • AVE
	419.55K • Cir
	Middle Center
	26 May, 2025
	26 May, 2025
	26 May, 2025
	26 May, 2025



