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National

Gautam Adani 83

Chairman, Adani Group

ENGINE OF
EXPANSION

he scale of Gautam Adani’s entrepreneurial zeal is evident across multiple sectors.
In Khavda, Gujarat, for instance, the world’s biggest renewable energy plantisin
the making, which will provide 30GW of power. In Mumbai, the group will this
year flag offa new airport while also doing the redevelopment of Dharavi, which
will probably be one of the greatest real estate projects India has ever seen. The
conglomerate paid a whopping 74,945 crore in taxes, a nearly 30 per cent increase over the
previous year. All this has been built from scratch by Adani over three decades. And the story is
stillin the making as he plans toinvest a further $15 to $20 billion in his businesses till 2030.

7 JULY 2025 www.openthemagazine.com 37 [y
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haravi's iconic farsan mak-
ers—the men behind the
crunchy chaklis and golden
sev that reach households

the redeveloped Dharavi awaits
approval, nearly 100 farsan makers
have approached Navbharat Mega
Developers (NMDPL), keen to be
included in the rental model.

For over 30 years, these low-profile
yet essential snack producers have
operated from Dharavi’s lanes. Now,
with redevelopment picking up pace,
they’re eager to stay—and open to
relocating If the Infrastructure fits
their needs.

“We are not against shifting If it
comes with better infrastructure. But
our first preference is to stay
in a market-style setup within
Dharavi,” said a senior vendor.

DRP CEO Srinivas said “A proposal
is under consideration to allow ineli-
gible commercial units to use the 10%

commercial area in all redevelopment
buildings within Dharavi. These
units, which would otherwise have to
move out, can instead myback on
rent or lease under this

If approved, the scheme could
safeguard one of Dharavi’s most fla-
vourful

An NMDPL spokupenon said

Farsanwallahs have operated from Dharavi's lanes for over 30 years

most farsan businesses no longer
operate from their original spaces.
“About 100 units continue to func-
tion within Dharavi, mostly from
leased spaces,” he sald. “The industry
has requested to be considered for
rehabilitation as a food sector either
within Dharavi or outside. They are
open to relocating outside Dharavi if
suitable infrastructure and conditions

are provided.”

The industry’s confidence lies in
its resilience and scale—over 1 lakh kg
of snacks are produced daily. Before
Covid-19, the annual turnover of
Dharavi’s 300+ farsan units was
around Rs 80 crore. “After a dip
between 2019 and 2021 owing to
pandemic-induced lockdown, the far-
san makers in Dharavi are back to
earning that amount annually. We are
expecting to continue to do so even
after the redevelopment,” said Saroj
Kumar of Selvapati Traders.

Most of Dharavi's farsan producers
trace their roots to Tamil Nadu and
employ workers from UP and Bihar.
Operating out of 300-2,000 sq ft
units, they churn out chaklis, sev,

chivda, samosas, and more, which are

distributed across Mumbali by feri-

walahs on e-bikes.
D«pueunngsxpodm

to hide their Dharavi origin, the

ducers remain unbothered. “We sell at

around Rs 60 per kg, with Rs 2-Rs 3

profit per kg. Dharavi has been our
base for over 30 years,” said Kumar.

priority

space in the same locality. “Our items
are sent from here to different areas of
Mumbai. Redevelopment should
happen, but implementation will be

Simpleey.io

the key. The new areas should be prop-
erly developed and should be safe
to0,” he added.

Anthony Bhaskaran, owner of
Senthoor Farsan and treasurer of the

Manufacturers
Association, confirmed that the local
business community has made a
strong appeal to remain united.
“Even if we are relocated, we want to
be placed in a market-style setup
under the proposed rental scheme. If
implemented, it would benefit every-
one. Now, we are just waiting for the

decision,” he sald.

Srinivas explained that the 10%
commercial space in each redevelop-
ment bullding serves two purpos-
es—generating income for housing
societies and accommodating small

traders.

“In earlier SRA projects, the main-
tenance corpus was Rs 15,000 per ten-
ement; now it’s Rs 40,000, but even
that’s not always enough. So, we're
giving commercial space to help soci-
eties earn and support small busi-
nesses,” he said.

While the plan s to allot space on

that even non-eligible businesses
have a place in the new Dharavi,” he
added.
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