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Sion Hospital to expand bone marrow unit
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Mumbai

Sion Hospital to expand
bone marrow unit

Facility to have five bone marrow transplant rooms with
a four-bedded step-down unit; currently has only one

RITIKA GONDHALEKAR
ritika.gondhalekar@mid-day.com

THE Lokmanya Tilak Municipal Med-
ical College and General Hospital
(LTMGH) at Sion completed 104 bone
marrow transplants (BMT) in their
paediatric ward as of March 31. How-
ever, considering the increasing num-
ber of patients on the waiting list, the
hospital has planned to expand its
BMT treatment facilities. It is the first

Current BMT facility at Sion Hospital.
PIC/BY SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

civic hospital to have i this
facility for children in 2015.

“Our first patient was a 15-year-old
boy who was diagnosed with aplas-
tic anemia. His bone marrow was
not producing red blood cells, white
blood cells, and platelets. 10 years on,
after the transplant, today he is mar-
ried and has a healthy child,” said Dr
Sujata Sharma, in-charge, division of
paediatric d

Transplants done at
Sion Hospital

Total transplants completed 104
Severe aplastic anemia 36
Thalassemia 35

Malignancy 21

of paediatrics, Sion Hospital.

“We have received all permissions
from the Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC), and the con-
struction works will begin within
a few weeks. The expanded facility
will be started on the second floor of
Eknath Gaikwad Urban Health Cen-
tre located in Dharavi as the current
building of Sion Hospital faces space
constraints. This new ward will have
five BMT beds and a four-bedded

tep-ds room. The step-d
rooms have HEPA filtration and are
like ICU rooms for those undergoing
the transplant,” informed Dr Sharma.

of 07
Fanconi Anemia 3

Sickle Cell Anemia 1

PK Deficiency 1

Cost difference

While at BMC-run hospitals,
each transplant costs 10 to
12 lakh; the costs go up to 325
to 340 lakh per transplant at a
private hospital.

after which they are shifted to these

As per the hospital ities, this
new project will be funded entirely by
the NGO MKH Foundation, which has
been working towards thalassemia
eradication across the country. The
NGO is expected to spend approxi-
mately 318 to %20 crore for the project.

In a recent BMT case, a 6-month-
old girl child with primary immuno-
deficiency (T cell migration defect),
a mutation in the ARPCIB gene, was
transplanted  successfully. “Only
three to five cases are reported in the
literature. Patients of primary im-
munodeficiency get admitted with
recurrent life threatening infections
and are likely to die of infection if not
transplanted early in life" informed
Dr Sharma.

Current facility

The hospital currently has only one
BMT bed and four step-down rooms.
At one particular time, the hospital
can conduct BMT of just one patient,
and each patient needs at least one
month to 45 days for the process,

p-d rooms.

“Considering a month's time re-
quired for the treatment, ideally
nearly 120 patients could have been
treated so far. However, sometimes
complications arise, and the patients
are required to occupy the room for
more than 45 days. This apart, other
issues such as maintenance works re-
strict admissions of the patients, too.
Also, we could not treat patients dur-
ing the COVID-19 period,” explained
Dr Sharma.

While there are at least seven to
eight patients on the waiting list at
one particular time, nearly one or two
patients are added per week, which
are emergency cases. These further
delays treatment access to those al-
ready on the list.

“Once we expand, we can conduct
at least four to five BMTs simulta-
neously against just one that we do
now,” said Dr Radnyi Mande, con-
sultant, Paediatric haematology, on-
cology division, department of Paedi-
atrics, LTMGH.

Need for bone marrow transplants

“Above-mentioned diseases are of

neuroblastoma or _allogeneic (from

marrow cells. And thus, repl
the bone marrow with healthy
HLA-matched marrow stem cells

adonor). marrow
transplant is done to treat a variety
of conditions, primarily blood-

is the only cure for it,”
mentioned Dr Sharma.
CEO of Wadia Hospitals, Dr Minnie

non-cancerous blood disorders
like aplastic anaemia, thalassemia,

“Bone
marrow transplant can be either
autologous (using the patient's
own cells) for solid tumours like

combined immunodeficiency,
Wiskott-Aldrich syndrome, and
certain metabolic disorders.”

The Dharavi Redevelopment Project (DRP) focuses on improving infrastructure with green spaces, cycle
tracks, and efficient public transport. A master plan ensures 1.5 lakh new homes for residents, prioritizing
road safety and reducing congestion. The project includes facilities like metro access within five minutes,
emphasizing sustainable urban planning.
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Pudhari « 05 Apr « Dharavi
Dharavi redevelopment: A new city is emerging

4.+ PG 407 - Sgcm 366663 « AVE 347K « Cir Top Right

Mumbai

The Dharavi Redevelopment Project aims to transform Dharavi's slum into a modern city with 1.5 lakh new
homes, improved infrastructure, and public amenities. Challenges include overcrowding, sanitation, and

health issues. The plan includes affordable housing, free utilities for three years, and support for local
industries to boost Mumbai’s growth.
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Maharashtra Times « 05 Apr « Dharavi
Well-equipped Dharavi

3+ PG 911 - Sgcm 2072799 « AVE 1.3M « Cir Top Left

Mumbai
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Channel Overview

Business Channel Hindi Channel

English Channel

Total Clip Top Channel
2 NDTV24x7 (2)

1 % NDTV24x7 2
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NOTV. NDTV24x7
Dharavi

|uctiisve | DHARAVI REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT é"é'!xw7

| nM S NEIGHBOURHOOI
~ ~ POWERPLAY

#BanegaSwasthindia

The Dharavi Redevelopment Project is
making progress with railway land
playing a crucial role. A 40-acre parcel
in Matunga ha...

Exclusive ¢ English < 05:52 PM 04 Apr, 2025

04 Apr, 2025 - 05 Apr, 2025

NOTV. NDTV24x7
Dharavi

!MAHAW PROJECT'S CEO TONDIV Nee
| . ahklllY i’- Luvr
il u

1

b I o 1
’  §

l‘-

WAGF BILL: 128 MPs IN FAVQMUR ‘L'lishr*

WORD

2025 08:50:21

The Dharavi redevelopment project is
making significant progress, utilizing
40 acres of railway land in Matunga for
the first...

Breaking News ¢ English < 08:50 AM 04 Apr, 2025
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& Online Coverage

No Portal Name Headline (Incorporated with URL) Reach
1. Hindustan Times Patra Chawl redevelopment: MHADA completes allotment of flats to 663 tenants i = 124.6M
n..
2. Ndtv NDTV Exclusive: Railway Land To House Families Impacted By Dharavi Project 111.1M
3. Ndtv First On NDTV: Railway Land To House Families Impacted By Dharavi Redevelop = 111.1M
ment
4. ABP Live Wagf Bill: &7 ¥T3a T Yo T 9T gHaT, Fgl- " T AN STHIT I@ahe..." 85.9M
5. Ndtv Dharavi Redevelopment Project &T STHiHT #q¥ 9% F¥T 21 ¥&T %19 Project & CEO .. 50.6M
6. Dailyhunt Sanjay Raut attacks Praful Patel, said- "These people see the land..." 18.6M
7. Dailyhunt Ajit Pawar"s support to Waqgf Bill shows his hypocrisy and helplessness for powe.. 18.6M
8. ThePrint Ajit Pawar"s support to Wagf Bill shows his hypocrisy and helplessness for powe.. 11.3M
9. Vartha Bharathi Ajit Pawar"s support to Wagf Bill shows his hypocrisy and helplessness for powe.. = 854.4K
10. India Herald Sanjay Raut attacks Praful Patel, said- "These people see the land..." Find ou... 651.5K
11. News Drum Ajit Pawar"s support to Wagf Bill shows his hypocrisy and helplessness for powe.. = 158.4K
12. Maharashtra Times Mumbai News : Ff&Ts aTeret! qafdaHied amereiaed THaFT ST qiaer?. .. N/A
13. UNI Ajit Pawar"s support for Waqf Bill shows his thirst for power: Maha Congress ch... = N/A
14. Ndtv Profit Dharavi Redevelopment Project Comes Alive As Construction Work Begins — ND = N/A
TV Net...
15. Marathi Dharavi Redevelopment: ¥&a=aT 40 T STHATATET GIOTTE ITAN, FHATHET 2. N/A
16. BharatKi Baat Sapkal accuses Ajit Pawar of hypocrisy and powerlessness for supporting the Wa  N/A
qf...
17. Ndtv Profit TITAT T TeAAT TEANY, T HSAATHE F Tgel Heeaad q2e F TFF ... N/A
18. News89 NDTV Exclusive: Railway Land To House Families Impacted By Dharavi Project N/A
19. Promo News NDTV Exclusive: Railway Land To House Families Impacted By Dharavi Project N/A
20. Carawan Wagf Bill: Conspiracy to Snatch Wagf Properties from Muslims and Hand Over to ~ N/A
In...
21. Namma Kudla English Sanjay Raut: Will Uncover Fadnavis"s Previous Wagf Land Transactions N/A
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