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1. The Indian Express Adani-Maharashtra roadmap for Dharavi: State Jaipur + 4 1,5
approves move to shift up to 1 lakh residents to
active...

2. The Indian Express Maharashtra clears 256-acre salt pan land for Mumbai + 2 1,2
Dharavi rehabilitation

3. The Indian Express 256-acre salt pan gets Maharashtra nod for Dharavi ~ Delhi + 1 10
rehabilitation

4. The Indian Express Adani-Maharashtra roadmap for Dharavi: State Chandigarh 1,12
clears move to shift over 50,000 people to waste
dump

5. The Indian Express SALT PAN LAND GETS NOD FOR PROJECT Kolkata 1,2

6. Free Press Journal Salt pan land parcels safe for development, says Mumbai 2
DRP CEO

7. The Hindu Maharashtra approves 256 acres of salt pan land for Chennai + 6 13
developing Dharavi

8. Nav Rashtra Salt pan lands are safe for development Mumbai 14

9. Lokmat Lands of salt mines in Mulund and Bhandup are not = Mumbai 3
in the 'CRZ

10. Saamana Conspiracy to displace Dharavi residents under the Mumbai 8
guise of redevelopment

11. Saamana Notary compulsory during Dharavi redevelopment Mumbai 1,8
project survey

12. Navbharat Salt zone land safe for development: Srinivas Mumbai 4

13. Maharashtra Times Salt mines are safe for rehabilitation Mumbai 1,3

14. Navshakti Srinivas, CEO of Dharavi Redevelopment Project Mumbai 2
safely for land development of Mithagara

15. Mumbai Chauffer Mithagara land is safe for development! Mumbai 3

16. Navbharat Times Salt pan land safe for construction Mumbai 7

17. Mumbai Tarun Bharat Mithagara lands secured for development Mumbai 3

18. Loksatta 256 acres of salt mine land for Dharavi Mumbai 3
redevelopment

19. Mumbai Samachar Mithagar land secured for development of Dharavi Mumbai 7
Redevelopment Project

20. Janmabhumi Land allotted for the Dharavi project is west of the Mumbai 8

Eastern Highway, not even in contact with the s...
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22.

23.

Janmabhumi

Hamara Mahanagar

Gujarat Samachar

256 acres of land allotted

Fadnavis government's big decision: 256 acres of
land allotted for Dharavi rehabilitation project

It is safe to develop on Mithagar land, explains the
CEO of Dharavi Redevelopment Project

Mumbai

Mumbai

Mumbai
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The Indian Express « 11 Apr « Dharavi

Adani-Maharashtra roadmap for Dharavi: State approves move to shift up
to 1lakh residents to active...

1,5 PG 1639 « Sgcm 606368 « AVE 125K « Cir Middle Center,Middle Left

Jaipur « Delhi « Kolkata « Mumbai « Pune

AN EXPRESS INVESTIGATION
Adani-Maharashtra roadmap for
Dharavi: State approves move to shift up

to 11akh residents to active waste dump

State agencies pass the buck, project SPV says will seek green clearance
before starting construction, Adani Group declines to comment

CRATIE ACHIVTIA THE DHARAVIREDEVELOPMENT ROADMAP

LAST October, a day before the 296 ACRES X identified four land parcels

Assembly elections were an- ’)’ CSMI Airport for the ‘ineligible’ residents

nounced, the Maharashtra gov- within the 600-acre Dharavi a - 124 acres at Deonar

ernment cleared a proposal tore- slum sprawl will be Deona_r landfill, Kurla Dairy,

habilitate an estimated 50,000- redeveloped as part of the Dumping Wadala, and salt pans

1 lakh residents of the Dharavi Dharavi Redevelopment Ground between Kanjurmarg and

slum redevelopment project at Project with improved Dadar ¢ ’ Mulund

the Deonar landfill, the site of one housing and other DHARAVI

of the biggest waste dumps in amenities. M The ‘ineligible’ tenants

Mumbai, a project steered by an s Mumbai Central will be given houses on rent

Adani Group-Maharashtra gov- M Only ‘eligible’ residents - Railway Station for 12 years, after which the

ernment joint venture. those who lived in Dharavi houses will be transferred
An investigation of records before January 1,2000 - will to them, the CM said

accessed by The Indian Express be given houses for free in

under the Right to Information Dharavi, while 'ineligible' berehabilitated atnominal M Phase-wise construction

Act, field visits and interviews residents - those who rents outside Dharavi of the land parcels expected

with officials involved in the moved to the slums after to begin in the second half

landmark project reveal that this 2000 but before2011 -will B The government has of 2025

fliesin the face of established en- =

vironmental norms and guide-
lines of the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB).
Indeed, as per CPCB's 2021
CONTINUEDONPAGE 5
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. Adani-Maharashtra roadmap for Dharavi: State approves
move to shift up to 1lakh residents to active waste dump

guidelines for development
projects in a “closed” landfill -
one that's no longerin operation
— facilities such as hospitals,
housing and schools cannot be
built inside a landfill and a 100-
metre no-development-zone
fromits boundary is mandatory.

But Deonar is no closed land-
fill; instead, it's an active landfill,
spewing toxic gases and discharg-
ing leachate(the liquid thatdrains
outofwaste piles, potentially con-
taminating groundwater, surface
water and the soil with toxic or-
ganic and inorganic pollutants).

According toa 2024 CBCB re-
port submitted to the principal
bench of the National Green
Tribunal, an average 6,202 kg of
methane is emitted from the
Deonar landfill every hour, mak-
ingitone of the top 22 methane
hotspots in India.

Which is why, the state’s de-
cision to move Dharavi residents
to the Deonar landfill site raises
several questions - and eye-
brows.

The roadmap for
rehab

Of the 600-acre sprawl of
slumsand factories that make up
Dharavi, 296 acres have been
earmarked for the Dharavi
Redevelopment Project (DRP)
that aims to transform Asia’s
biggest slum into a modern ur-
ban hub withimproved housing
and amenities. It proposes to
provide in-situ and ex-situ reha-
bilitation to the residents living
there. Senior IAS officer SVR
Srinivas is the CEO of the project.

The redevelopment will be
carried out by the Dharavi
Redevelopment Project Private
Limited (DRPPL), now called
Navbharat Mega Developers
Private Limited (NMDPL), a spe-
cial purpose vehicle (SPV) in
which Adani Properties Private
Limited (APPL) holds 80% and
the balance 20% s with the state
Housing Department's Slum
Rehabilitation Authority (SRA).
Srinivas is also the Chairman of
NMDPL. As per the records avail-

able with the Registrar of
Companies, NMDPL's paid-up
capitalis Rs400 crore againstan
authorised capital of Rs 5,000
crore.

Besides Srinivas, BMC com-
missioner Bhushan Gagrani is
alsoadirector in this special pur-
pose vehicle.

There are nine other directors
on the board of NMDPL, includ-
ing Pranav Adani whoisalsoadi-
rector on the board of Adani
Enterprises. The other eight are
senior executives or directors of
various Adani Group companies.

Srinivas said while construc-
tion work on the Dharavi reha-
bilitation project will begin by
the second half of 2025, NMDPL
hasaseven-year deadline for re-
habilitating the residents, both
within and outside Dharavi.

Beneficiaries under the
Dharavi project have been di-
vided into two categories: eligi-
ble (those who had housing
structures built on or before
January 1,2000) and ineligible.

While almost 1.5 lakh “eligi-
ble beneficiaries” will get “in situ
rehabilitation”, meaning free
housing units at Dharavi itself,
the government announced that
nearly 50,000-1 lakh of the 4
lakh “ineligible beneficiaries”
will be given rental units at
“nominal” rates at the Deonar
dump. For the remaining “inel-
igible” residents, the govern-
ment has earmarked land at
Kurla Dairy, Wadala and the salt
pans between Kanjurmarg and
Mulund. Records obtained by
The Indian Express show that on
September 27, 2024, the BMC
handed over 124 acres within
the larger 311-acre Deonar land-
fill to the state government for
the rehabilitation project. Since
then, no waste has been dumped
inthesite.

Once the survey of benefici-
aries is done, housing depart-
ment officials said, this land will
be handed over to the NMDPL.

The 124-acre land parcel al-
located to NMDPL contains
nearly 80 lakh MT or 40 per cent

of the total solid waste at the
dump at present.

Each agency has its
ownreason

The Indian Express contacted
each of the key stakeholders in-
volved in the project to ask why
and how so many people were
being housed inanactive landfill
site. The response of each is
telling.

DRP CEO Srinivas said that
given the “crisis of land” in
Mumbai, there are “few options”
when it comes to getting large
land parcels for development.
“Intotal, we will need anapprox-
imate land size of 200-300 acres
for the Dharavi Redevelopment
Project. Therefore, considering
the limitations, we chose the
Deonar landfill,” he said.

Both the state government
and the Slum Rehabilitation
Authority (SRA) said it was
NMDPL that selected the site.

Said Mahendra Kalyankar,
CEO of SRA: “Even though we
own 20% stake, the onus of se-
lecting the land parcel was with
DRPPL(NMDPL)since theyarea
special purpose vehicle respon-
sible for executing the project.
The decision of selecting the said
site was made by them which
was later approved by the
Housing Department.” Since the
land didn’t belong to SRA, he
said, the authority did not have
much to do when it came to
evaluating the norms.

Valsa Nair Singh, Additional
Chief Secretary, Housing
Department, said, “We only
cleared the proposal based on
the demand DRPPL (NMDPL)
and the CEO (SVR Srinivas)
made, as the decision of select-
ing and allotting a land parcel is
being made at the level of project
authorities and not at the gov-
ernment level."

Adetailed questionnaire was
sent to the Adani Group asking
why a hazardous landfill at
Deonar was chosen for this proj-
ect. The Adani spokesperson de-
clined to comment.

The question of clean-
up

Having chosen Deonar, an ac-
tive landfill, as the site for the
housing project, another big
question remains: who cleans
up the site?

Three months after the gov-
ernment directed BMC to hand
over the land to the state, it asked
the municipal body to carry out
bio-mining (scientifically treat
the waste) on the 124-acre
Deonar land parcel. However,
BMC handed over the land par-
celinan “as-is” condition - with
the legacy waste intact — to the

state government.
When asked who would
clean up the site, BMC

Commissioner Gagrani told The
Indian Express, “The land on
which the Deonar dumpyard
stands never belonged to the
BMC. It was handed over to the
civic authorities by the state's
revenue departmentin the early
20th century, specifically for the
purpose of solid waste manage-
ment. Now this land has been
handed backas per the state gov-
ernment’s demands in an ‘as-is’
condition. As a result, the quan-
tity of waste still remains there.”

While NMDPLdeclined tore-
spond to a question on whether
itwould clean up thesite, letters
show thatit put the onus on the
BMC early on.

“Given the land has been
used asadumping ground inthe
past, appropriate action of clean-
ing the dump over next two
years by BMC may also be tied
upand facilitated,” read an April
2024 letter from NMDPL's head
of land acquisition to Mumbai's
Deputy Collector.

Next door, a Waste-to-
Energy plant

What puts another question
mark on the proposed housing
project in Deonar is its proxim-
ity to two upcoming power
plants: aWaste to Energy (WTE)
plant the state had approved in
2018 and a bio-CNG plant

cleared in2023.

These projects are meant to
process Deonar’s daily waste of
600-700 MT (that's 10 per cent
of the solid waste generated by
Mumbai daily). In fact, BMC had
cited these two plants to express
itsinability to hand over alarger
parcel of land as demanded by
NMDPL.

Records show that while the
NMDPL had earlier asked for 305
acres for the project, the BMC
said it couldn’t part with all this
land since it required 74 acres for
the operation and maintenance
of the WTE plantas well as daily
solid waste activities.

A December 4, 2023 letter,
signed by BMC Deputy
Municipal Commissioner, Solid
Waste Management, and sub-
mitted to the SRA and the
NMDPL, reads, “As the MoU
(memorandum of understand-
ing) is signed with Mahanagar
Gas Limited (MGL) for the pro-
posed bio-CNG plantat DDG, the
transfer of land will attract legal
and financial obligations...There
is no alternate land available for
setting up the WTE plant as well
as the bio-CNG plant in
Mumbai.”

BMC records show that the
proposed WTE plant will be less
than 50 metres from the DRPsite
while guidelines of the Union
Ministry of Housing and Urban
Affairs stipulate that such plants
must be atleast 300-500 m from
residential zones — and located
only in land zones dedicated to
medium or heavy industry.

WTE plants are bigger and
emitash and smoke, thus affect-
ing the air-quality of a locality,
while bio-CNG plants are rela-
tively cleaner.

Towhy people were being re-
habilitated so close to the WTE
and bio-CNG plants, Srinivas
said, “These parameters will be
considered once the EIA
(Environment Impact
Assessment) is carried out be-
fore the construction. The main
issue is open dumping of solid
waste. Landfills should be sani-

Simpleey.io
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tary in nature, which means that
all waste coming there should be
treated scientifically. However,
thatis not happening at Deonar.
The BMC needs to find asolution
for that."

No environment
assessment

However, the EIA that Srinivas
referred toisyet tobe undertaken.
According to replies from the
Slum Rehabilitation Authority
(SRA) and the Maharashtra
Pollution Control Board (MPCB),
no EIA has been done yet.

“No such (EIA) assessments
have taken place so far,” said the
response from the SRA.

TheElAisamandatory self-as-
sessment that NMDPL was re-
quired todoat the planning stage
~it's on the basis of this that the
government grants an environ-
ment clearance.

To a question on the absence
ofanEIA, Srinivas said, “Before we
start construction, we will apply
for environmental clearance.”

The office of Deputy Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde, who
holds the Housing portfolio, too,
said, “All necessary environmen-
tal clearances will be taken for
construction in the Dharavi proj-
ect.” When asked why Dharavi
residents were being relocated to
aland which s so close toa WTE
plant — a violation of the CPCB
norms - the Adani Group declined
tocomment.

Onthelack of green clearance
sofar, Avinash Dhakane, member-
secretary of the MPCB, the con-
senting authority for establish-
ments inside landfills, said the
state pollution control board was
“not consulted before sanctioning
the land parcel for the said proj-
ect”.

“The official guidelines state
that carrying out any kind of de-
velopmentorinfrastructure work
that will require an area more
than or equal to 20,000 square
metres (49.4 acres) will require
an environmental clearance, be-
forethey cangoahead withit,” he
said.

Page 5 of 34
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The Indian Express « 11 Apr « Dharavi
Maharashtra clears 256-acre salt pan land for Dharavi rehabilitation

1,2+ PG 166 < Sgcm 476222 « AVE 625K ¢ Cir Middle Left, Top Right

Mumbai « Pune « Jaipur

Maharashtra
govt clears salt
pan land for
Dharavi rehab

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
MUMBAILAPRIL10

THE MAHARASHTRA govern-
ment has sanctioned the devel-
opment of approximately 256
acres of decommissioned salt pan
land in Mulund, Kanjurmarg, and
Bhandup for the Dharavi
Redevelopment Project (DRP) to
relocate inhabitants who are not
eligible for rehabilitation within
Dharavi. Though the move has
raised environmental concemns,
officials have clarified that the
land is free from ecological con-
straints and safe for development.
“These land parcels were de-
commissioned by the Salt Com-
missioner nearly adecade ago.No
salt production has happened
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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e Maharashtra govt clears salt pan
land for Dharavi rehabilitation

there since then, and tidal water
has never reached these plots
post the construction of the
Eastern Expressway. Thereisno
issue in constructing affordable
housing here. Unless we take
such judicious steps today,
Mumbai will struggle with
growing population,” said DRP
CEO SVR Srinivas.

Srinivas explained that the
land is to the west of the Eastern
Expressway, away from creeks,
wetlands, or any other place that
attracts migratory birds, and
hence is not within the Coastal
Regulation Zone (CRZ). "The
project will comply with all en-
vironmental norms and take off
only after the necessary green
clearances are obtained,” he
added.

Salt pan land has long been
part of Mumbai's urban devel-
opment plans, The city’s Develo-
pment Plan 2034 had ear-
marked these areas for
affordable housing. In 2007, the
Congress-led state government
had proposed using over 2,000
hectares of such land to resettle
those displaced by infrastruc-
ture projects. Earlier, Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis had
also remarked that Mumbai’s
redevelopment would be im-
possible without utilising salt
pan lands.

The DRP's land use plan fol-
lows other precedents. The
Excise and Customs
Department of the Central
Government has already con-
structed an office and residen-
tial complex on 55 acres of salt
panland inWadala. Similarly, 15
acres at Kanjur have been re-
served for the car shed of Metro
Line 6. The earlier MVA govern-
ment had even decided to utilise
the land at Kanjur for a shared
car shed for four metro lines.

“It beats logic that if car
sheds don't cause flooding, why
would homes for the poor?
Those opposing the use of salt
pan land lack a long-term vision
for Mumbai's growth,” said a
spokesperson from the Dharavi
project's private partner,
Navbharat Mega Developers
Private Limited (NMDPL),

Srinivas clarified that the
land is being transferred from
the Centre to the Maharashtra
government, and the title will
always remain with the state.
“The Government of India (Gol)
has made over this land to the
Government of Maharashtra
(GoM), which is being trans-
ferred to DRP/SRA-GoM for re-
settling ineligible Dharavikars.
All parcels of land will be with
the state government always,"
he explained.
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256-acre salt pan
gets Maharashtra
nod for Dharavi
rehabilitation

Land free from ecological constraints

and safe for develop

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI APRIL10

THE MAHARASHTRA govern-
ment has sanctioned the devel-
opment of approximately 256
acres of decommissioned salt
pan land in  Mulund,
Kanjurmarg, and Bhandup for
the Dharavi Redevelopment
Project (DRP)to relocate inhab-
itants who are not eligible for
rehabilitation within Dharavi.
Though the move has raised en-
vironmental concerns, officials
have clarified that the land is
free from ecological constraints
and safe for development.

“These land parcels were de-
commissioned by the Salt
Commissioner nearly a decade
ago. No salt production has hap-
pened there since then, and
tidal water has never reached
these plots post the construc-
tion of the Eastern Expressway.
There is no issue in construct-
ing affordable housing here.
Unless we take such judicious
steps today, Mumbai will strug-
gle to cope with its growing
population,” said DRP CEO SVR
Srinivas.

Srinivas explained that the
land is to the west of the Eastern
Expressway, away from creeks,
wetlands, or any other place
that attracts migratory birds,
and hence is not within the
Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ).
“The project will comply with
all environmental norms and
take off only after the necessary
green clearances are obtained,”
he added.

Salt pan land has long been
part of Mumbai's urban devel-
opment plans. The city's
Development Plan 2034 had
earmarked these areas for af-

ment, say officials

fordable housing. In 2007, the
Congress-led state government
had proposed using over 2,000
hectares of such land to resettle
those displaced by infrastruc-
ture projects. Earlier, Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis
had also remarked that
Mumbai's redevelopment
would be impossible without
utilizing salt pan lands.

The DRP’s land use plan fol-
lows other precedents. The
Excise and Customs
Department of the Central
Government has already con-
structed an office and residen-
tial complex on 55 acres of salt
pan land in Wadala.

Similarly, 15 acres at Kanjur
have been reserved for the car
shed of Metro Line 6. The ear-
lier MVA government had even
decided to utilise the land at
Kanjur for a shared car shed for
four metro lines,

“It beats logic that if car
sheds don't cause flooding, why
would homes for the poor?
Those opposing the use of salt
pan land lack along-term vision
for Mumbai’s growth," said a
spokesperson from the Dharavi
project’s private partner,
Navbharat Mega Developers
Private Limited (NMDPL).

Srinivas clarified that the
land is being transferred from
the Centre to the Maharashtra
government, and the title will
always remain with the state.

“The Government of India
(Gol) has made over thisland to
the Government of
Maharashtra (GoM), which is
being transferred to
DRP/SRA-GoM for resettling in-
eligible Dharavikars. All parcels
of land will be with the state
government always,” he ex-
plained.
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Adani-Maharashtra roadmap for Dharavi: State clears move to shift over
50,000 people to waste dump
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Chandigarh

AN EXPRESS INVESTIGATION
Adani-Maharashtra roadmap for
Dharavi: State clears move to shift
over 50,000 people to waste dump

State agencies pass the buck, project SPV says will
seek green clearance before starting construction,
Adani Group declines to comment

PRATIPACHARYA

ot THE DHARAVIREDEVELOPMENT ROADMAP
LAST October, a day before the 296 ACRES Amort
Assembly elections were an- within the 600-acre ')' 5
nounced, the Maharashtra gov- Dharavi slum sprawl will Deo! G
emment cleared a proposal tore- be redeveloped as part of Du ¥
habilitate an estimated 50,000- Dharavi Redevelopment Dadar P mp:lng
1 lakh residents of the Dharavi Project with improved S
slum redevelopment project at housing and other o

the Deonar landfill, the site of one amenities. DHARAVI

of the biggest waste dumps in MumbaiCentral
Mumbai, a project steered by an ® Only ‘eligible’ residents ° Raiway Station
Adani Group-Maharashtra gov- —those wholived in

emment joint venture. Dharavi before January 1,

An investigation of records 2000 — will be given slums after 2000 but
accessed by The Indian Express houses for freein Dharavi,  before 2011 — will be
under the Right to Information while ineligible’ residents  rehabilitated at nominal
Act, field visits and interviews —thosewhomovedtothe  rentsoutside Dharavi
with officials involved in the
landmark project reveal that this

flies in the face of established en-
vironmental norms and guide-
lines of the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB).

Indeed, as per CPCB's 2021
guidelines for development
projectsin a “closed” landfill -

CONTINUEDONPAGE12
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one that's no longer in opera-
tion — facilities such as hospi-
tals, housing and schools can-
not be built inside a landfill and
a 100-metre no-development-
zone from its boundary is
mandatory.

But Deonar is no closed
landfill; instead, it's an active
landfill, spewing toxic gases
and discharging leachate (the
liquid that drains out of waste
piles, potentially contaminat-
ing groundwater, surface water
and the soil with toxic organic
and inorganic pollutants).

According to a 2024 CBCB
report submitted to the princi-
pal bench of the National Green
Tribunal, an average 6,202 kg of
methane is emitted from the
Deonar landfill every hour,
making it one of the top 22
methane hotspots in India.

Which is why, the state’s de-
cision to move Dharavi resi-
dents to the Deonar landfill site
raises several questions - and
eyebrows.,

The roadmap for
rehab

Of the 600-acre sprawl of
slums and factories that make
up Dharavi, 296 acres have
been earmarked for the
Dharavi Redevelopment
Project (DRP) that aims to
transform Asia's biggest slum
into a modern urban hub with
improved housing and ameni-
ties.

It proposes to provide in-
situ and ex-situ rehabilitation
to the residents living there.
Senior IAS officer SVR Srinivas
is the CEO of the project.

The redevelopment will be
carried out by the Dharavi
Redevelopment Project Private
Limited (DRPPL), now called
Navbharat Mega Developers
Private Limited (NMDPL), a
special purpose vehicle (SPV)in
which Adani Properties Private
Limited (APPL) holds 80% and
the balance 20% is with the
state Housing Department’s
Slum Rehabilitation Authority
(SRA). Srinivas is also the
Chairman of NMDPL. As per the
records available with the
Registrar of Companies,
NMDPL's paid-up capital is Rs
400 crore against an authorised
capital of Rs 5,000 crore.

Besides Srinivas, BMC com-
missioner Bhushan Gagrani is
also a director in this special
purpose vehicle.There are nine
other directors on the board of
NMDPL, including Pranav
Adani who is also a director on
the board of Adani Enterprises.
The other eight are senior exec-
utives or directors of various
Adani Group companies.

Srinivas said while con-
struction work on the Dharavi
rehabilitation project will be-
gin by the second half of 2025,
NMDPL has a seven-year dead-
line for rehabilitating the resi-
dents, both within and outside
Dharavi.

Beneficiaries under the
Dharavi project have been di-
vided into two categories: eli-
gible (those who had housing
structures built on or before
January 1,2000) and ineligible.
While almost 1.5 lakh “eligible
beneficiaries” will get “in situ
rehabilitation”, meaning free
housing units at Dharavi itself,
the government announced
that nearly 50,000-1 lakh of the
4lakh“ineligible beneficiaries™
will be given rental units at
“nominal” rates at the Deonar
dump.

For the remaining “ineligi-
ble” residents, the government
has earmarked land at Kurla
Dairy, Wadala and the salt pans
between Kanjurmarg and
Mulund.

Records obtained by The
Indian Express show that on
September 27, 2024, the BMC
handed over 124 acres within
the larger 311-acre Deonar
landfill to the state government
for the rehabilitation project.
Since then, no waste has been
dumped in the site. Once the
survey of beneficiaries is done,
housing department officials
said, this land will be handed
over to the NMDPL.The 124-
acre land parcel allocated to
NMDPL contains nearly 80 lakh
MT or 40 per cent of the total
solid waste at the dump at
present.

Each agency has its
own reason

The Indian Express contacted
each of the key stakeholders in-

volved in the project to ask why
and how so many people were

FROM PAGE ONE
Adani-Maharashtra roadmap for Dharavi

being housed inan active land-
fill site. The response of each is
telling.

DRP CEO Srinivas said that
given the “crisis of land” in
Mumbai, there are “few op-
tions” when it comes to getting
large land parcels for develop-
ment. “In total, we will need an
approximate land size of 200-
300 acres for the Dharavi
Redevelopment Project.
Therefore, considering the lim-
itations, we chose the Deonar
landfill,” he said.

Both the state government
and the Slum Rehabilitation
Authority (SRA) said it was
NMDPL that selected the site.

Said Mahendra Kalyankar,
CEO of SRA: “Even though we
own 20% stake, the onus of se-
lecting the land parcel was with
DRPPL(NMDPL) since they are
a special purpose vehicle re-
sponsible for executing the
project. The decision of select-
ing the said site was made by
them which was later approved
by the Housing Department.”
Since the land didn’t belong to
SRA, he said, the authority did
not have much to do when it
came to evaluating the norms,

Valsa Nair Singh, Additional
Chief Secretary, Housing
Department, said, “We only
cleared the proposal based on
the demand DRPPL (NMDPL)
and the CEO (SVR Srinivas)
made, as the decision of select-
ing and allotting a land parcel
is being made at the level of
project authorities and not at
the government level.”

A detailed questionnaire
was sent to the Adani Group
asking why a hazardous land-
fill at Deonar was chosen for
this project. The Adani
spokesperson declined to com-
ment.

The question of
clean-up

Having chosen Deonar, an
active landfill, as the site for the
housing project, another big
question remains: who cleans
up the site?

Three months after the gov-
ernment directed BMC to hand
over the land to the state, it
asked the municipal body to
carry out bio-mining (scientif-
ically treat the waste) on the

THE DHARAVI
REDEVELOPMENT
ROADMAP

W The government has
identified four land
parcels for the
‘ineligible’ residents —
124 acres at Deonar
landfill, Kurla Dairy,
Wadala, and salt pans
between Kanjurmarg
and Mulund

W The ‘ineligible’
tenants will be given
houses on rent for 12
years, after which the
houses will be
transferred to them,
the (M said

W Phase-wise
construction of the
land parcels are
expected to beginin the
second half of 2025

124-acre Deonar land parcel.
However, BMC handed over the
land parcel in an “as-is” condi-
tion - with the legacy waste in-
tact — to the state government.
When asked who would clean
up the site, BMC Commissioner
Gagrani told The Indian Express,
*“The land on which the Deonar
dumpyard stands never be-
longed to the BMC, It was
handed over to the civic au-
thorities by the state’s revenue
department in the early 20th
century, specifically for the pur-
pose of solid waste manage-
ment. Now this land has been
handed back as per the state
government’s demands in an
‘as-is’ condition. As aresult, the
quantity of waste still remains
there.”

While NMDPL declined to
respond to a question on
whether it would clean up the
site, letters show that it put the
onus on the BMC early on.
“Given the land has been used
as a dumping ground in the
past, appropriate action of
cleaning the dump over next
two years by BMC may also be
tied up and facilitated,” read an
April 2024 letter from NMDPL's
head of land acquisition to

Mumbai's Deputy Collector.
Next door, a Waste-

to-Energy plant

What puts another question
mark on the proposed housing
project in Deonar is its proxim-
ity to two upcoming power
plants: a Waste to Energy
(WTE) plant the state had ap-
proved in 2018 and a bio-CNG
plant cleared in 2023.

These projects are meant to
process Deonar’s daily waste of
600-700 MT (that’s 10 per cent
of the solid waste generated by
Mumbai daily). In fact, BMC
cited these two plants to ex-
pressits inability to hand overa
larger parcel of land as de-
manded by NMDPL.

Records show that while the
NMDPL had earlier asked for
305 acres for the project, the
BMC said it couldn’t part with
all this land since it required 74
acres for the operation and
maintenance of the WTE plant
as well as daily solid waste ac-
tivities. A December 4, 2023 let-
ter, signed by BMC Deputy
Municipal Commissioner, Solid
Waste Management, and sub-
mitted to the SRA and the
NMDPL, reads, “As the MoU
(memorandum of understand-
ing) is signed with Mahanagar
Gas Limited (MGL) for the pro-
posed bio-CNG plant at DDG,
the transfer of land will attract
legal and financial obliga-
tions...There is no alternate
land available for setting up the
WTE plant as well as the bio-
CNG plantin Mumbai.”

BMC records show that the
proposed WTE plant will be
less than 50 metres from the
DRPsite while guidelines of the
Union Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs stipulate that
such plants must be at least
300-500 m from residential
zones — and located only in
land zones dedicated to
medium or heavy industry.

WTE plants are bigger and
emit ash and smoke, thus af-
fecting the air-quality of a local-
ity, while bio-CNG plants are
relatively cleaner.

To why people were being
rehabilitated so close to the
WTE and bio-CNG plants,
Srinivas said, “These parame-
ters will be considered once the

Simpleey.io
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EIA (Environment Imj
Assessment) is carried out
fore the construction. Then
issue is open dumping of §
waste. Landfills should be:
itary in nature, which me
that all waste coming t
should be treated scientific
However, thatis not happe!
at Deonar. The BMC need
find a solution for that.”

No environment
assessment

However, the EIA |
Srinivas referred tois yet t
undertaken. According
replies from the S
Rehabilitation Authority ($
and the Maharashtra Pollu
Control Board (MPCB), no
has been done yet.

“No such (EIA) assessmy
have taken place so far,”:
the response from the SRA

The EIAis amandatory!
assessment that NMDPL
required to do at the plam
stage - it's on the basis of
that the government grant
environment clearance.

To a question on the
sence of an EIA, Srinivas s
“Before we start construct
we will apply for environn
tal clearance."The offici
Deputy Chief Minister Ekr
Shinde, who holds the Hou
portfolio, too, said, “All ne
sary environmental clearal
will be taken for construc
in the Dharavi project.”

When asked why Dha
residents were being reloc,
to a land which is so close
WTE plant — a violation of
CPCB norms - the Adani Gr
declined to comment.

On the lack of green cl
ance so far, Avinash Dhak
member-secretary of
MPCB, the consenting autl
ity for establishments in:
landfills, said the state pollu
control board was “not ¢
sulted before sanctioning
land parcel for the said proj

“The official guidelines ¢
that carrying out any kin
development or infrastruc
work that will require an .,
more than or equal to 20,
square metres (49.4 acres)
require an environme
clearance, before they cal
ahead with it," he said.
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256-acre salt pan
gets Maharashtra
nod for Dharavi
rehabilitation

Land free from ecological constraints
and safe for development, say officials

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI,APRIL10

THE MAHARASHTRA govern-
ment has sanctioned the devel-
opment of approximately 256
acres of decommissioned salt
pan land in Mulund,
Kanjurmarg, and Bhandup for
the Dharavi Redevelopment
Project (DRP) to relocate inhab-
itants who are not eligible for
rehabilitation within Dharavi.
Though the move has raised en-
vironmental concerns, officials
have clarified that the land is
free from ecological constraints
and safe for development.

“These land parcels were de-
commissioned by the Salt
Commissioner nearly a decade
ago. No salt production has hap-
pened there since then, and
tidal water has never reached
these plots post the construc-
tion of the Eastern Expressway.
There is no issue in construct-
ing affordable housing here.
Unless we take such judicious
steps today, Mumbai will strug-
gle to cope with its growing
population,” said DRP CEO SVR
Srinivas.

Srinivas explained that the
land is to the west of the Eastern
Expressway, away from creeks,
wetlands, or any other place
that attracts migratory birds,
and hence is not within the
Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ).
“The project will comply with
all environmental norms and
take offonly after the necessary
green clearances are obtained,”
he added.

Salt pan land has long been
part of Mumbai's urban devel-
opment plans. The city's
Development Plan 2034 had
earmarked these areas for af-

fordable housing. In 2007, the
Congress-led state government
had proposed using over 2,000
hectares of such land to resettle
those displaced by infrastruc-
ture projects. Earlier, Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis
had also remarked that
Mumbai's redevelopment
would be impossible without
utilizing salt pan lands.

The DRP’s land use plan fol-
lows other precedents. The
Excise and Customs
Department of the Central
Government has already con-
structed an office and residen-
tial complex on 55 acres of salt
pan land in Wadala.

Similarly, 15 acres at Kanjur
have been reserved for the car
shed of Metro Line 6. The ear-
lier MVA government had even
decided to utilise the land at
Kanjur for a shared car shed for
four metro lines.

"It beats logic that if car
sheds don't cause flooding, why
would homes for the poor?
Those opposing the use of salt
pan land lack a long-term vision
for Mumbai's growth,” said a
spokesperson from the Dharavi
project’s private partner,
Navbharat Mega Developers
Private Limited (NMDPL).

Srinivas clarified that the
land is being transferred from
the Centre to the Maharashtra
government, and the title will
always remain with the state.

"The Government of India
(Gol) hasmade over this land to
the Government of
Maharashtra (GoM), which is
being transferred to
DRP/SRA-GoM for resettling in-
cligible Dharavikars. All parcels
of land will be with the state
government always,” he ex-
plained.
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Salt pan land parcels safe for
development, says DRP CEO

‘Land allocated for Dharavi project are on western
side of EEH and not in contact with sea for decades’

FPJ News Service

MUMBAI

The state government has
approved the allocation of
approximately 256 acres of
salt pan land for the Dharavi
Redevelopment Project
(DRP). These land parcels are
in Mulund, Kanjurmarg and
Bhandup. While the proposed
development of these salt pan
lands to rehouse ineligible
Dharavikars has raised envi-
ronmental concerns, a senior
DRP official has clarified that
they are on the western side
of the Eastern Expressway,
away from the sea for nearly a
decade, and are completely
safe for development.

“Years ago, these parcels
were officially decommis-
sioned by the Sal
Commissioner of India. No
salt manufacturing has been
happening there for nearly a
decade now, The seawater
never even reached these
areas after the construction of
the Eastern Expressway.
There is no issue with con-
struction of affordable hous-
ing there and. unless we don'
take such judicious steps
today, the city could crumble
under the population burden
in the coming years” DRP
CEO SVR Srinivas said.

He clarified that these lands
are no longer flood buffers
and do not fall under CRZ
regulations. “The actual creek
and wetlands, which attract
migratory birds like fla-
mingos, lie east of the express-
way. The west side, where the
DRP lands are located, has no
such ecological sensitivity or

CRZ restrictions. All necess-
ary environmental clearances
will be duly obtained prior to
the commencement of con-
struction activities. The pro-
jeet will strictly adhere to all
applicable  environmental
regulations, and work will
begin only after receiving the
requisite green approvals and
ensuring full compliance with
statutory norms,” Srinivas
added.

Salt pan lands have been
carmarked for affordable
housing under the
Development Plan (DP) 2034,
approved in 2018, when the
united Shiv Sena was in power
in MCGM and part of the state
government. Back in 2007, the
Congress-led government had
also proposed using over
2,000 hectares for resettling
project-affected people.
Mumbai’s Development Plan
2014-34 estimated a need for
10 lakh affordable homes by
2021, including 3.5 lakh for the
economically weaker sec-
tions, As Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis  said,
“Without using salt pan land,
Mumbai's redevelopment is
impossible” Yet when the
Centre and the State are try-

- ] .;, N

ing to bring dignity to lakhs of
slum dwellers, the same move
is being opposed.

The central government’s
Excise and Customs
Department is already con-
structing a large office-cum-
staff quarters complex on 55
acres of salt pan land in
Wadala. In addition, 15 acres
of salt pan land in Kanjur have
been allocated for the car
shed of Metro Line 6, which
runs between Vikhroli and
Swami  Samarth  Nagar
(Lokhandwala Complex).

Interestingly, the previous
MVA government had pro-
posed using the same Kanjur
salt pan land for an integrated
car shed for four metro lines -
Line 3 (Colaba to SEEPZ), Line
4 (Kasarvadavali to Wadala),
Line 6 and Line 14 (Kanjur to
Ambernath).

“It beats logic that if build-
ing car sheds wouldnt cause
flooding, why constructing
homes for the poor would?
This highlights that those
opposing the use of salt pan
land for affordable housing
[for slum dwellers] lack a
long-term vision for Mumbai's
growth,” an NMDPL spokes-
person said.

11 Apr, 2025
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Maharashtra approves 256 acres of salt pan land for developing Dharavi
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Maharashtra approves 256 acres of
salt pan land for developing Dharavi

Abhinay Deshpande
MUMBAI

The Maharashtra govern-
ment has cleared the allo-
cation of 256 acres of salt
pan land in Mulund, Kan-
jurmarg, and Bhandup for
the Dharavi Redevelop-
ment Project (DRP) to reh-
abilitate slum dwellers.
While environmental con-
cerns have been raised,
DRP CEO S.V.R. Srinivas
said the land was safe for
development, having been
decommissioned by the
Salt Commissioner of India
over a decade ago.

“The sea hasn’t touched
these plots since the East-
ern Express Highway was
built. They are no longer
flood buffers or under CRZ
regulations,” Mr. Srinivas
said, adding that all neces-
sary environmental clea-
rances will be obtained be-
fore construction.

The allotted land lies west of the expressway, away from
ecologically sensitive wetlands frequented by flamingos. AP

The land lies west of the
expressway, away from ec-
ologically sensitive wet-
lands frequented by flam-
ingos,

The move aligns with
Mumbai’s Development
Plan 2034, which ear-
marks salt pan lands for af-
fordable housing. Chief Mi-
nister Devendra Fadnavis
has stated that without uti-

lising such land, Mumbai’s
redevelopment is
impossible.

The Union government
has already allocated 55
acres in Wadala for an Ex-
cise Department complex
and 15 acres in Kanjur for
Metro Line 6’s car shed.

Critics and Opposition
leaders question why
housing for the poor faces

The move aligns
with Mumbai’s
Development Plan
2034, which
earmarks salt pan
lands for affordable
housing projects

resistance when infrastruc-
ture projects on similar
land do not.

Mr. Srinivas clarified
that the land remains with
the State government, with
NMDPL only paying
premiums.

“This is a human trans-
formation mission, not just
housing,” he said, reiterat-
ing the project’s goal of a
slum-free Mumbai.

Work will proceed only
after securing all environ-
mental approvals, ensur-
ing compliance with regu-
lations.

(With agency inputs)
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Salt pan lands are safe for development
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Bottom Right

DRP CEO V.R. Srinivas clarified that the 5-acre saltpan land in Mulund, Bhandup, and Kanjurmarg for
ineligible Dharavi residents’ rehabilitation is safe and not in CRZ. Salt production ceased years ago, and
environmental norms will be followed. The land is reserved for affordable housing under the approved

development plan.
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Lands of salt mines in Mulund and Bhandup are not in the '‘CRZ
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Dharavi Redevelopment CEO V.R. Srinivas clarified that the proposed 5-acre land in Mulund, Bhandup, and
Kanjurmarg for relocating ineligible Dharavi residents is not in CRZ zones. Salt production stopped years
ago, and environmental clearance will be obtained before construction. The land is earmarked for
affordable housing.
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Saamana « 11 Apr « Dharavi
Conspiracy to displace Dharavi residents under the guise of redevelopment
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The article discusses a protest led by Bharat Mukti Morcha and its allies against the redevelopment project
in Dharavi, accusing it of being planned to displace local residents. It mentions specific demands and key
figures involved in the agitation.
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Saamana « 11 Apr « Dharavi
Notary compulsory during Dharavi redevelopment project survey
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Dharavi residents allege that Adani’s company, conducting the redevelopment survey, is forcing them to
notarize documents, raising fears of disqualification. Locals suspect a conspiracy to declare huts ineligible.
Activists question why notarization is needed when government documents exist, especially as illiterate
residents risk unintentional errors during the process.
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Navbharat « 11 Apr « Dharavi
Salt zone land safe for development: Srinivas
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Salt mines are safe for rehabilitation
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The state government has approved 5 acres of salt land in Mulund, Bhandup, and Kanjur Marg for
rehabilitating Dharavi residents. Despite opposition from environmentalists, DRP CEO S.V.R. Srinivas assured
the land is safe, outside CRZ zones, and unused for salt production for over ten years. Environmental

approvals will follow.
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Srinivas, CEO of Dharavi Redevelopment Project safely for land development
of Mithagara
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The Maharashtra government approved 5 acres of saltpan land in Mulund, Kanjur Marg, and Bhandup to
rehabilitate ineligible Dharavi residents. DRP CEO S.V.R. Srinivas confirmed the land is outside CRZ, has been
unused for salt production for over a decade, and is safe for development. Environmental clearances will be

strictly followed.
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Mithagara land is safe for development!
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The article discusses the approval by the maharashtra government for using salt pan land in mumbai for
housing within the dharavi redevelopment project. it includes statements from the drp ceo explaining
environmental safety and legal compliance.
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Navbharat Times « 11 Apr « Dharavi
Salt pan land safe for construction
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Mumbai Tarun Bharat « 11 Apr « Dharavi
Mithagara lands secured for development
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The Maharashtra government approved 5 acres of saltpan land in Mulund, Bhandup, and Kanjur Marg for
rehabilitating ineligible Dharavi residents. DRP CEO S.V.R. Srinivas assured the land is safe for development,
outside CRZ zones, and unused for over a decade. Environmental clearances will be strictly followed.
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Loksatta « 11 Apr « Dharavi
256 acres of salt mine land for Dharavi redevelopment
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Top Center

The Maharashtra government approved 5 acres of saltpan land in Mulund, Bhandup, and Kanjurmarg for
rehabilitating ineligible Dharavi residents. Despite environmental concerns, DRP CEO V.R. Srinivas confirmed
the land is safe for development. Reserved under the development plan for affordable housing, the project
supports weaker sections in Mumbai.The Maharashtra government approved 5 acres of saltpan land in
Mulund, Bhandup, and Kanjurmarg for rehabilitating ineligible Dharavi residents. Despite environmental

concerns, DRP CEO V.R. Srinivas con...
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Mithagar land secured for development of Dharavi Redevelopment Project
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the article discusses the maharashtra government's approval for allocating land for the dharavi
redevelopment project (drp) and clarifies that the land is safe for development, with no environmental
restrictions. it emphasizes obtaining necessary clearances before construction activities begin.
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Land allotted for the Dharavi project is west of the Eastern Highway, not even
in contact with the s...
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The Maharashtra government approved 5 acres of salt land in Mulund, Bhandup, and Kanjur Marg for
Dharavi redevelopment. DRP CEO S.V.R. Srinivas confirmed it's outside CRZ zones, unused for salt production
for a decade, and safe for housing. Environmental clearances will be secured before construction begins.
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256 acres of land allotted
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The article discusses the Maharashtra government's approval for allocating 256 acres of salt land in
Mulund, kanjur marg, and bhandup areas for dharavi redevelopment. it addresses environmental concerns
and clarifies legal and ecological clearances will be obtained before construction begins.
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Fadnavis government's big decision: 256 acres of land allotted for Dharavi
rehabilitation project
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It is safe to develop on Mithagar land, explains the CEO of Dharavi
Redevelopment Project
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the article details a project aimed at redeveloping dharavi's mitgar land to build safe and adequate
housing, addressing long-standing issues of flooding and development. it highlights the involvement of the
mdrp ceo in clarifying the safety and necessity of this redevelopment plan.
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Z7INS

& Online Coverage

No Portal Name Headline (Incorporated with URL) Reach

1. Indian Express Daily Briefing: The dark side of the Dharavi makeover 90.9M

2. Indian Express Adani-Maharashtra roadmap for Dharavi: Maharashtra clears move to shift over 5 90.9M
0,...

3. The Financial Express Adani"s Dharavi roadmap: Maharashtra clears plan to move over 50,000 16.2M
residents ...

4. Jansatta T # fRAT =, ST arsT % e fEenT qAr sfeemE. ., ST - "Ee.. 9M

5. Swarajya Dharavi Redevelopment Project: Decommissioned 256-Acre Salt Pan Land In Mul = 3.7M
und, ...

6. Navjivan India YT | "R o o ® AR Ay AT ST T faree”, e A 187.3K

7. News8 Plus ‘People are being shifted to" active waste ‘from Dharavi, Congress said- if the... N/A

8. Marathi News qAEHATETST TS qefera=l emeret THear=T 3TaT, T e urarari«r T .. N/A

9. Mh Live News THAFATETST THaTTE qeferd= emeret TehedT= aTaT; TATaCoaTai=l e ... N/A

10. ET Realty Mumbai: Government approves 256 acres of salt pan land for Dharavi redevelopm = N/A
ent...
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