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MOVING A MOUNTAIN
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Delhi » Chandigarh « Kolkata

MOVING A MOUNTAIN

Reclaiming Deonar landfill isa monumental challenge. State
must roll back plan to rehome Dharavi residents at the site

ITH MOUNDS OF garbage as high as 40 metres, the Deonar landfill in
Mumbai has long been one of the major sources of pollution in the
city, posing an especially serious health hazard to residents of the
nearby suburbs of Govandi, Mankhurd and Shivaji Nagar. Now, a
waste characterisation study commissioned by the Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation
(BMC) has flagged the extent of the dumping ground’s toxicity: Crucial indicators of en-
vironmental toxicology, like Biochemical Oxygen Demand, Chemical Oxygen Demand
and Total Dissolved Solids in the waste and leachate (liquid that leaches out of waste piles)
are four times higher than the permissible limits prescribed by the Central Pollution
Control Board. The revelations give the lie to the BMC's promise to clear piles of legacy
waste within three years. They also raise serious concerns about the plan, following a
controversial Maharashtra government decision in October last year, to relocate thou-
sands to the highly polluted site as part of the proposed Dharavi Redevelopment Project.

The BMC report was commissioned in 2023 as a first step towards reclaiming the
landfill. With over 20 million metric tonnes {MT) of solid waste, the Deonar dumping
ground is the oldest and largest in Mumbai, operating since 1927 It remains an active
landfill with around 10 per cent of the city’s waste, about 600-700 MT, making its way there
every day. According to a 2024 CPCB report submitted to the National Green Tribunal,
the Deonar landfill generates 6,202 kg of methane every hour, making it one of the top
22 methane hotspots in the country. The contamination caused by the leachate and the
noxious fumes emanating from the dumping ground, exacerbated by the periodic fires
that break out among its waste mounds, have been linked to the severely curtailed life ex-
pectancy of the area’s residents, to nearly half the national average.

Clearing Deonar’s mountain of waste is a monumental challenge, as is the process of
making the hazardous site fit for habitation. It would require much longer than the three-
year timeframe set by the BMC: For comparison, the Mulund dumping ground, which the
BMCbeganclearingin 2018, is four times smaller than the area to be cleared in Deonar, with
the quantum of waste to be removed being three times less. Seven years on, only 67 per
centofthe solid waste has been cleared, inonly 25 acres of the 60-acre land parcel. Cleaning
upand reclaiming the Deonar landfill in order to resettle people is not an exercise tobe car-
ried out in haste, The civic body must ensure the process is carried out responsibly, and the
state government must reconsider its plan to rehome thousands at a hazardous site.
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Free Press Journal « 13 Jun « Dharavi
Salt pan land in, no work amid litigation
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Mumbai

Salt pan land
in, no work
amid litigation

DHARAVI REDVPT

Sweety Bhagwat

MUMBAI

Despite the state government
allocating 4251 acres of salt
pan land in Mulund for the
Dharavi redevelopment pro-
ject, no construction activity
has commenced as key per-
missions are yet to be sought
since the land remains
embroiled in litigation.

Of the total 58 acres of salt
pan land in Mulunds Jamasp
area, 4251 acres have been
allotted for the project in
October last year and pos-
session was handed over in
April this year only. Nav Bharat
Mega Developers Pvt Ltd
(NMDPL) have yet to apply for
the mandatory green clear-
ances, including those from
the municipal corporation. As
a result, no work has started
on the site.

As per sources, a legal dis-
pute concerning the salt pan
land is pending in the
Supreme Court, which has
directed that the status quo be
maintained until the next
hearing scheduled for July 22.
An official from the Mumbat
Salt commissioner’s office in
Mumbai said that out of 58
acres 42,51 acres have been
allocated, but on the remain-
ing land parcel, the lessee has
filed a plea and the matter is in
court.  Sources from the
NMDPL stated that work can-
not proceed until possession of
the entire land parcel is
secured. The Dharavi Project
aims to transform one of Asia’s
largest slums into a modern
urban cluster.
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Instructions to vacant dumping for Adani
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Regional & Others Channel

Total Clip Top Channel
1 Bharat Express (1)

1. ms Bharat Express 1
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13-86-2025 06:53:28

Many works will be done through
Dharavi Redevelopment Project. The
focus will be on housing and livelihood
of the people.

News ¢ Hindi « 06:53 AM 13 Jun, 2025
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& Online Coverage

No Portal Name Headline (Incorporated with URL) Reach
1. Msn Mumbai Slum Rehabilitation | TRRTEET STTSTT=AT THAEATHTST &0 TATT 7. 733.9M
2. Indian Express Opinion Reclaiming Deonar landfill, moving a mountain 90.9M
3. Free Press Journal Mumbai News: Dharavi Redevelopment Stalled As Mulund Land Remains Locked @ 6.4M

In Lega...
4. Janta Se Rishta Mumbai : HeE qH AT faare # Hel, ameret [ iare Fr &t 3.8M
5. Today News 24 Dharavi Redevelopment Stalled As Mulund Land Remains Locked In Legal Disput = N/A

e
6. Newspoint Mumbai News: Dharavi Redevelopment Stalled As Mulund Land Remains Locked = N/A

In Lega...
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