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B Print
No Newspaper Headline Edition Pg
1. The Times of India Affidavit OK for top-floor Dharavi tenants if no docus = Mumbai 4
are available
2. The Indian Express FORCED RELOCATION Delhi + 2 11
3. The Indian Express Govt begins process to involve upper-floor tenement  Mumbai 5
residents
4, Free Press Journal Affidavits sought only to verify upper-floor residents: ~ Mumbai 5
DRP
5. Open The Unbearable Lightness of Being Rahul Gandhi National 29, 30,
31, 32,
33, 34,
35, 36,
37,38
6. Divya Bhaskar Most of the upper floor residents in Dharavi do not Mumbai 12
have official records
7. Hamara Mahanagar Affidavit to determine eligibility of Dharavi residents Mumbai 2
8. Sakal An affidavit is required for verification. Mumbai 1
9. Navshakti Affidavits for verification of upstairs residents Mumbai 2
10. Navbharat Good days for Dharavi slum dwellers! Mumbai 1
11. Maharashtra Times Dharavi Affidavits for verification Mumbai 3
12. Nav Rashtra Upper floor residents eligible Mumbai 11
13. Janmabhumi In Dharavi, only the residents of the upper floors are  Mumbai 2
asked to sign an affidavit
14. Lokmat Tenants on the upper floors will be eligible through Mumbai 1,4
affidavits
15. Prahar Now those who have two-storey houses will gettwo ~ Mumbai 7
houses
16. Sangbad Pratidin Bhagade rehabilitation, 100000 people at risk Kolkata 5
17. Mumbai Chauffer Affidavits are being sought only to verify the Mumbai 3
residents of the upper floors
18. Dainik Bhaskar Affidavits being taken from residents for relocation Mumbai 2
outside Dharavi
19. Navbharat Times House to the upper floor owner with the affidavit of Mumbai 3
the lower floor owner
20. Mumbai Tarun Bharat Affidavits sought from Dharavi residents living on Mumbai 3

upper floors
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The Times of India « 14 Apr « Dharavi
Affidavit OK for top-floor Dharavi tenants if no docus are available
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The Indian Express « 14 Apr « Dharavi
FORCED RELOCATION

11+ PG 30 - Sgcm 49974 « AVE 388.5K « Cir Middle Right

Delhi « Mumbai « Chandigarh

FORCED RELOCATION

THIS REFERS TO the report, "Adani-
Maharashtra road map Dharavi: State
clears move to shift over 50,000 people
to waste dump’ (IE, April 11). Kudos to
The Indian Express team for exposing the
violation of the Central Pollution Control
Board's guidelines and the bypassing of
the environmental impact assessment.
The concerned agencies's responses are
evasive. And if relocating people to the
still-active Deonar landfill isn't bad
enough, , it is in close proximity to the
waste-to-energy plantapproved in 2018,
whichemits ash and smoke. The human
cost of development can't be ignored.
LR Murmu, Dethi
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The Indian Express « 14 Apr « Dharavi
Govt begins process to involve upper-floor tenement residents
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Mumbai

DHARAVI REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT

Govt begins process
to involve upper-floor
tenement residents

SIDDHANT KONDUSKAR
MUMBAI APRIL13

THE MAHARASHTRA governm-
ent has begun involving upper-
floor tenement residents - who
were considered ineligible for re-
habilitation - in the Dharavi
Redevelopment Project (DRP),
providing themanopportunity for
homeownership in the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region(MMR).

Upper floorsinslum buildings
have traditionally been consid-
ered illegal under the Slum
Rehabilitation Authority (SRA)
guidelines. But agovernment res-
olution{GR) passed on October4,
2024, has brought upper-floor
residents in Dharavi within the
ambitof rehabilitation, aslong as
they have been living there since
November 15,2022,

These occupants are eligible
for 300 sq ft houses outside
Dharavi but within MMR undera
hire-purchase agreement. The
units will be priced nominally
and canbe paid forininstalments
over 12 years. An option of mak-
ing a lump-sum payment has
also been provided.

“It's a first of its kind drive in

SRA history... Recent fears that
there were attempts to force peo-
ple to give affidavits... were mis-
placed,” said Dharavi
Redevelopment Special Purpose
Vehicle (SPV), NMDPL, spokesper-
son. “Affidavits are being procured
strictly inaccordance withthe GR,
and affidavits are just one among
several documents being ac-
cepted todocument occupation,”
the spokesperson added.

Acceptable proofs include
electricity bills, registered rent or
sale agreements, Aadhaar cards,
ration cards, passports with floor
details, or affidavits verified by
the ground-floor residents.

This clanification comes amid
growing concems among Dharavi
residents that some ground-floor
residents were being coerced into
signing affidavits to disqualify up-
per-floor residents.

The survey work under DRP
has gained momentumwithone
lakh structures in Dharavi physi-
cally surveyed, and more than
94,500 been given unique I1Ds.
Around 88,000 buildings have
been scanned digitally through
LiDAR technology,and household
surveys of almost 70,000 tene-
ments have been completed.
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Affidavits sought only to verify upper-floor residents: DRP

251.68K - Cir

Affidavits sought only to verify
upper-floor residents: DRP

SWEETY ADIMULAM

MUMBAI

In a bid to fast-track the
ongoing survey and with the
government’s commitment to
provide homes for every
Dharavikar, survey teams are
engaging with upper-floor
tenement holders - con-
sidered the beneficiaries
under the Dharavi
Redevelopment Project
(DRP).

Traditionally, upper floor
tenements in slums are con-
sidered illegal and excluded
from SRA projects. However,
according to a Government
Resolution  (GR)  dated
October 4, 2024, all upper-
floor residential tenement
holders in Dharavi residing
there as of November 15, 2022,
are eligible for rehabilitation
under a  hire-purchase
scheme.

Under the scheme, bene-
ficiaries will receive 300
square feet homes outside
Dharavi, but within the
Mumbai Metropolitan Region
(MMR), at a nominal cost.

Recently, Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis
announced in the assembly
that these tenement holders
would have to pay this cost
over 12 years. Ownership of
the unit will be transferred

Most upper-floor
occupants lack
official data, making
affidavits a practical
alternative, as shown
in GR of last year

after the payment period.
Residents may also opt for a
lump-sum payment at any
point during the 12 years to
obtain legal ownership. The
rent and unit cost will be
determined and collected by
the government.

However, as per reports it
has been alleged that affida-
vits are being forcefully
obtained from ground-floor
residents to disqualify them
from eligibility. This has
sparked concerns and con-
fusion among Dharavi resi-
dents.

Navbharat Mega
Developers Private Limited
(NMDPL), the special purpose
vehicle (SPV) formed to carry
out the project, clarified the
issue. "Affidavits are being col-
lected strictly in accordance
with the GR dated October 4,
2024. These are meant to
establish the eligibility of
upper-floor  residents  for
rehabilitation outside
Dharavi,” a spokesperson said.

As per the GR, upper-floor

residents must furnish at least
one of the following docu-
ments to prove their occu-
pancy: Electricity bill, regis-
tered sale or rent agreement,
Aadhaar card, ration card,
passport showing the floor
number, or an affidavit certi-
fied by the eligible ground-
floor resident.

According to DRP tender
conditions, it is the SPV's
responsibility to rehabilitate
all qualified ineligible ten-
ement holders  outside
Dharavi, but within MMR.

As per the latest survey
data, nearly one lakh struc-
tures have been physically
mapped. Of these, approxi-
mately 94,500 have been
assigned unique identification
numbers, around 88,000 have
been  digitally mapped
through LiDAR, and house-
hold surveys have been com-
pleted for nearly 70,000 ten-
ements.

As per the eligibility crite-
ria, ground-floor residents
who settled in Dharavi before
January 1, 2000, will be eligible
for a 350sqft home within
Dharavi at no cost. Those who
settled between January |,
2000, and January 1, 2011, will
receive a 300sqft home out-
side Dharavi at a cost of Rs2.5
lakh, under the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY).
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Open ¢« 14 Apr « Dharavi
The Unbearable Lightness of Being Rahul Gandhi

29, 30, 31, 32, 33,34, 35,36,37,38+ PG 5310+ Sqgcm 1417647 - AVE 645K « Cir  Inside Page (Magazine only)

National

of India, New Delhi,
February 7, 2025
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has been a long haul and a paradigm shift.
tdoing exac!ly what Rajiv Gandhi had warned against in 1930

firsttime astum development plan took notjust ground floorresi
dences(typically eligible for freehousing) butalsothetopfloarsinto
considerationinitssurveys, existing SlumRehabilitation Authority

\) buildings,slumdwellerson Rail Land Development Author-
ityland as wellas all religiousstructures.

Adani’s DRPis now condudingan eligibility survey whichisin
itsfinalleg, According tolatest survey figures, lane recce hasbeen
completed formore than 97,000 tenements, morethangi ocotene
ments have been numbered, and doorto-doorsurveys have been
completed formore than 65,000 tenements The finalnumberofeli
gibletenements will be determined aftera GoM survey and under
itall Dharavikars will receive 300 350 squarefeet modern homes
under the Housing for All scheme, with private toilets and kitch-
ens. Under the project, ground floor residents who settled before
2000 willreceive 350 square feet homesinside Dharavi freeof cost;
ground-loor residents whossettled between January 1, 2000and
January 1, 2011 will get 300square feethor 1side Dharavi at
asubsidized cost under PM Awas Yojana (PMAY); all upper-floor
residents till November 15, 2022 and those ground floor residents
whosettledafter 201 1 till November 15,2022 willget 300square feet
homesoutside Dharavion a hire-purchase scheme.

Unlike conventionalslumrehabilitation projects,all residents,
eventhose who settled after 2011 or live on upper floors, will be
given housing, although outside Dharavi. Other projects would
have rendered them homeless by outright displacement. Every
home will have 24/7 water and electricity along with private toi-
letand kitchen with proper drainage and sanitationsystemsthat
reduce health risks. The modern townships will have wideroads,
green spaces, modern hospitals, educationalinstitutions, sports
facilities parks, playgrounds,andrecreational spaces Residentswill
have access toretail shops, malls, restaurants, and movie theatres
withinthetownship. Publictransportconnectivity isexpectedtobe

z
-]
2
. 8

facilitated, including Metro services. No finandal burden
isenvisaged on Dharavikars as the buildings will be main
tained by the developer for 10 years after rehabilitation.
Moreover, roper cent of the built-uparea will be convert-
ed intocommercial spaces. The revenue from monetising
thesecommercialspacesisexpected tocovermaintenance
costsin the longterm. In addition, statutory corpus fund
pertenement will be depasitedtothe competent authority:

The DRP goes beyond housing, aiming to create a
modern, inclusive dty thatintegrates Dharaviinto Mum-
bai's future. This project is seen by most as a step towards
aslum-free Mumbai in amegapolis where nearly 40 per
cent of the population livesin shams. A 40-acre plot in
Matunga belonging to Indian Railways has beenidenti-
fied to relocate those families whose homes are being
redeveloped and will be transferred to the Mumbai Slum
Rehabilitation Authority (SRA). But guess who
had repeatedly tried to throw a spanner in the
works? Rahul Gandhi and his allies. Just before the
last Maharashtra state election, he linked the July
2022 toppling of the Uddhav Thackeray-led Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) govemment to the contract for the
lucrative housing project in Dharavi being awarded to Adani.

At a rally before the elections, then Chief Minister
EknathShinde(now deputy chiefminister)took on Rahul Gandhi
and chastised MVA for misleading people although the original
talks with Adani for redeveloping Dharavi were started by the
Uddhav Thackeray government. “Some even drove their cars,
things were hunky dory between them then but now that we
have actually gone ahead with the project, they are attacking us
for the samething. They live inbungalows, butthey want the poor
of Dharavitoliveinshams with nofacilities, notinmodernhomes
They were planning homes only for the traditionally eligible un-
derslumdevelopment projects, weare going to re home two lakh
people,”Shindeshot back.

Political gambits like those Rahul Gandhi used on the DRP
maynot have workedat the hustingsin Maharashtrabut the Con-
gressleaderbelievesinmultiplearrowsinhisquiverinthe desper-
ate hope that one of them will hit bull’s eye. In August last year,
he rubbished as “insensitive thinking" the Modi government's
decision toimpose 18 per cent Goods and Services Tax (GST) on
healthand life insurance, allegedly making itunaffordableorat
least lessaffordable to poorer sections of society. The LoP in Lok
Sabha, posting on X, demanded the removal of 18 per cent GST
onlifeand healthinsurance premiums. Hesaidthe Modigovern
ment collected 224,000 crore from millions of Indians who pay
healthinsurance premium every yearby saving every penny.

AHUL GANDHI'S INABILITY to coherently spell out
his positionson bread and butter issues that resonate with
ordinary peoplehasworkedtotheadvantage of his political
opponents. Thatis thesignature ofRahulGandhiandthein
crediblelightness, futilityand desperationof his beingin politics. m
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THE CONGRESS LEADER IS YET
TO BECOME A SERIOUS POLITICIAN
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N 280 BCE, KING PYRRHUS OF EPIRUS DEFEATED THE ROMANSIN THE
Battle of Heraclea. He emerged victorious once again in the Battle of Asculumin
279 BCE, during the Pyrrhic War. After the latter battle, Greek historian Plutarch
says, one soldier brought the king word of his victory. To which a despondent
Pyrrhusreportedlyreplied,“If Iachievesuchavictoryagain, Ishall be forced toreturn
to Epirus without asingle soldier.” Despite the victory, his best generals were dead,
his friends vanquished, his army demolished, the morale of the few still standing
destroyed, and with no new soldiers to recruit. The Romans, on the other hand,
had reservestorecruit from and new zeal to energise their army. The term ‘Pyrrhic
victory’isderived from thisevent where the technically victoriousarmy wasrazed
tothe ground, with costsso heavy that the victory seemed meaningless.

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi is emerging as a virtuoso of Pyrrhic victories in
politics, dedicated to a revisionist worldview that entails heavy costs on his party
andsocietysothathiswokeideascan prevail. Thatoften translatestonaive opinions
andasuperficial politics, erasingnuancesand complexities. Hisworldview hasthe
appeal ofaMickey Mousetoakindergartenaudience. Yet Gandhihaslittleof Mickey
Mouse’sability totakeareality check in consonance with the currentsocio-political
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drcumstances,surrounded as heisby hissimilarthinkingcoterie.

Addressing the Samajik Nyay Sammelan in Delhi recently,
Gandhisaid, “Theysay I'm not serious, 'mnotinterested in poli-
tics.Land Acquisition Bill, MGNREGA, Niyamgiri, Bhatta Parsaul
are not serious. When people talk about the larger population,
theydeemusnon serious. When youdon'thave theloudspeaker
in your hand, everything that you say isnon-serious to them.”
Butthe first family of Congress has been scoring self goalson this
count andin publicview.

Before the Lok Sabha vote in Kerala last year, Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan, whose CPM is part of the LN.DI.A. bloc, made
ajibe at Gandhi, saying, “Many times when serious political de-
velopments happened inthe country, Gandhi was not there. It is
theexperience of ordinary people
that he isinexperiencedand nota

celebrations when the “country is mourning Prime Minister
DrManmohan Singh'sdemise.”

Thatapproach to politics wasevident during the recent debate
on the Wagf(Amendment) Bill, 2025 too, with the sole objective
of elevating the Nehru Gandhi family’s political ratings. Gandhi
chose to hy perventilate onsodal media on the issue but hisreluc
tance as Leader of the Opposition (LoP) to speak on the subject, or
evenstay through the key debate while his younger colleagues
took the floor,came under fire. Worse, hissisterand Wayanad MP
Priyanka Gandhi absented herself from the vote despite a party
whip. Wayanad hasasignificant Muslim populationthatvotedfor
herandaregional newspaper, Suprabhaatham, run by the Samas
thaKeralaJamiyyathul Ulama,aprominent Muslimorganisation

in Wayanad, criticised the passage
ofthe Wagf Bill in Padiament and

serious politician.” Gandhi's trip nunng "le recen' denale on "le the notable absence of influential

to Vietnam during the Budget
Session drew flak recently. The
tripcame months after he had left
for the Southeast Asian country
during the seven-day mourning
period for former Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh last Decem

ber, with BJP saying the Con-
gress leader left for New Year's

Wagf Bill, Rahul Gandhi chose to
ven! on social media bul his reluctance
as Leader of the Dpposition to speak
on the subject, or even stay
Ihrough the key dehate while his younger ~ whereshewas when the Bill was
colleagues look the floor, came under fire

Congress leaders. “Wayanad MP
PriyankaGandhi,whom the coun
try looks up towith greatexpecta-
tions, did not come to Parliament
despite the party whip, That will

remain a blot. The question of

debated will remain forever,” an
editorialin the newspapersaid. But
the first family’s fan club ignored
the criticism and took tosocial mediato celebrate the arrival of
Sonia Gandhi in Parliament to vote on the Bill in Rajya Sabha
atmidnight.

Former Governor of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
Raghuram Rajan had joined Rahul Gandhi on his Bharat Jodo
Yatra, triggeringspeculationthathe couldjoin Congress. Ina 2022
interview, he had outdone the Nehru-Gandhi fan club by claim-
ing that “India would belucky to do 5% GDP growth next year
(FY2022-23)."Indiaregistered a 7.2 per cent GDP growthin fiscal
2022-23.Inanotherinterviewin Maylastyear,Rajan darified that
his family did not want him to enter politics. That was the start
of his de-hyphenating from Congress and the Nehru-Gandhi
family. By September, he had noticeably changed his opinion
on economic growth under theNarendra Modi government, its
achievementsin theinfrastructure sectorand Makein India,and
even on manufacturing where he said the government should
not focus. No prizes for guessing the reasons for disassociating
from Rahul Gandhi'seconomicsand politics.

Witheconomists like Rajan out of the picture, the Rae Bareli
MPchoseto giveaninterviewrecentlytoSukhadeo Thorat,econ-
omist,educationist and writer. Gandhi attacked India’s merit
system, rubbishingitas“completely flawed". Commenting on
thestruggles of Dalits, Other Backward Classes (OBCs), and Adi-
vasis in accessing education and the benefits of govemnance, he
questioned the fairness of the current system, saying, “Thereisa
completely flawed concept of merit where I confuse my social
position withmy capabilities. Foranybody tosay that oureduca-
tion systemor our bureaucratic entry systems are fairto Dalits,
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OBCs,and tribals...that's just ultcrfallaq’ 53
RahulGandhi'scastecampaignis an egregi
tion of Critical Race Theory (CRT)—pioneered by Dernck Bell
amongothersand propagated from theseminar hallsof Harvard
University during the 1970sand 1980s—onthe Indian milieuas
‘Critical Caste Theory’. This is despite the vast chasm between
the cultural and civilisational trajectories of the two countries.
The attempt to draw a specious parallel between the historical
subjugation of African Americans and the socio-religious dy-
namics involving Dalits and OBCs in Indiais nothing short of
anintellect: 'L, dist ise, ButGandhi'sadvisersare
ﬁsanatedbythcsethemesand insiston using himasavehicle
for propagatingthem. So obsessed is hewith castethat inrecent
discussions with studentson drugabuse, hebrought in casteand
Brahmanism todiscuss the penchant among youth forjobs in
engineeringand medicine, leaving theinterviewers flummoxed.
The critical race theorists based their political strategy on the
work of Antonio Gramsci, the Italian Marxist whopioneeredthe
conceptofculturalhegemonyand argued that modern leftwing
revolutions could succeed through a*“warof position” against
the establishment. “Critical scholars derive their vision of
legalideology in part from the work of Antonio Gramsci," wrote
Kimberlé W Crenshaw, American civil rights advocateand CRT
scholar, in Critical Race Theory: The Key Writings That Formed
the Movement. In examining domination as a combination of
physical coercion and ideological control, Gramsdi articulat-
ed the concept of hegemony, the means by which a system of
attitudes and beliefs, permeating both popular consciousness
and the ideology of elites, reinforces existing social arrange-
mentsand convincesthedominantclassthat theexistingorder
isinevitable.
IntheUS,Crenshawmaintains, theexisting hegemony wasthe
regime of “whitesupremacy” which, even after the fall of slavery
andtheJim Crow laws, had“beensubmergedin popularconscious-
ness,” and still provided the basic structure of racial domination.
Accordingto the narrative of CRT, Americaninstitutions perpetu-
ated this invisible white supremacy while mystifyingit through
appealstomerit, neutrality,colour blindness, andequal protection
under law—all of which wereillusions designed to protect the
“racistideology” andmaterial interestsof the ruling dass
In America’s Cultural Revolution: How the Radical Lzft Con-
quered Everything, Christopher F Rufo outlines how the final
key element of CRT is actually critical race praxis, or the ap-
plication of the theory to practical politics. Crenshaw and
her colleagues explicitly adopted Karl Marx’s dictum in the
‘Eleventh Thesis on Feuerbach’ that the purpose of philoso-
phy is not to interpret the world but to change it. “Unlike
some academic disciplines, critical race theory containsan
activist dimension. It triesnot only tounderstand our social situ-
ation but to change it,” Richard Delgado and Jean Stefancic an-
nounced in the opening of Critical Race Theory: An Introduction.
“Streetactivists, fortheir part,need new theoriesto challenge
asocial order that treats minorities and the poorso badly. By the
same token, theorists need the infusionof energy that comes from

exposure toreal-world problems, both as a galvanizing force for
scholarship and asa reality test for their writing. As forcriticiz-
ing the existing system, the critics respond that they are indeed
at work developing a vision toreplace it,” wrote Mari Matsuda,
academicand CRTactivist.

AHULGANDHI APPEARStobe driven by this transposed

agendathataimstosystematicallydi tle India’ssocio-

political fabm.wrlhw! aclueas lowhal coherent vision

wouldreplaceitandhow. For him, the pursuit of victory—
no matter how Pyrrhic—seemsan end in itself, evenifit entails
theruination of Indiaasa nation.

Thelenses through which Gandhi viewsa progressive India
stand in sharp contrast to the prism through which his great
grandfather Jawaharlal Nehru had seen the country’s future.
Inaletter he wrote to chief ministerson June 27, 1961, Nehru
emphasised the need to empower backward groups by giving
them access to good and technical education, not by reserving
jobs based on caste and creed: “I dislike any kind of reservation,
more particularly in services. I react strongly against anything
whichleadstoinefficiencyand second ratestandards.Iwant my
country tobea first classcountryin everything Themoment we
encourage thesecond-rate, we are lost. Theonly real way to help
the backward group is togive opportunitiesof good education,
especially technical education..”

Nehru wasalsoconcerned about the consequences of com-
munal reservations, “Butif we goin for reservations on acom-
munal and caste basis, we swamp the bright and able people
and remain second-rate or third rate," he had cautioned. “Tam
grievedto leam of how farthisbusinessof reservation hasgone
based oncommunal considerations. It hasamazed metoleam
that even promotionsare based sometimes oncommunal and
caste considerations. Thisway liesnotonly folly, but disaster, Let
ushelp the backward groups by all meansbut neverat the cost
of efficiency.”(Letters For A Nation: From Jawaharial Nehru to His
ChiefMinisters, 1947-1963 edited by Madhav Khosla)

Whilehighlighting hislack of supportforbothcommunaland
caste based quotas injobs, Nehru, however, asserted the need for
affirmative action in the new nation. “Itis true that we aretied up
withcertainrulesand conventionsabouthelpngScheduled Castes
and Tribes. They deserve help but,even so, 1 dislike any kind of
reservation, more particularly inservices " hehad added.

Nehru'’s grandson Rajiv Gandhidid not stray teo far from
that path either. In 1990, as LoP, he told Lok Sabha, “The Con-
gressisforall assistance to ‘Socially and Educationally Back-
ward Classes’ (SEBCs). But weare notin favour of having such
measures being cornered by one particular group within the
SEBCs.” On September 6, 1990, in a discussion on the Mandal
Commission Report and Measures for Promotion of Employ-
ment for Youth in Addition toReservationsfor Sociallyand Edu
cationally Backward Classes, Rajiv Gandhi accused then Prime
Minister VP Singh of implementing the recommendations of
the Mandal Commissionreportina tearing haste that triggered
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The BPMandal panel had con-

widespread strife in society and Haghlll’am Haian had juined "Ie e R

withoutduediligence,solelyinor-
der to keep his government from
beingtoppled by the withdrawal of
support by the chief ministers of

Bharat Jodo Yalra, Laler, he changed his ~  centofindia'spopulationandrec
opinion about the Modi government, No prizes ~ °™mended ajob quota percent

agebasedon this. It wasadecisive

twostates. for guessing why Rajan disassociated himself  momentinindependent India's

Rajiv Gandhi punched holesin
the Mandal Commission report
itself: On what basis had the com-
mission defined caste? How did the commission reinterpret the
Constitution and change backward “classes” to backward
“castes"? He also accused BP Mandal of basing his conclusions
on flawed methodology, his personal views and a negligible
sample survey of villages, of recording statements of only
OBC respondents and those only from the Hindu community,
practically ignoring the views of the other panel members while
drawing his conclusions.

{rom Rahul Gandhi’s economics

political history—Mandalisation
would fuel caste-based divisions
insociety inanever-beforeandir-
revocable manner. Rajiv Gandhiasserted, “{There hasbeen, after
avery longtime,acaste tension like the one thathasdeveloped
andthecastetension that we haveseentodayisontwolevels—
the first wave of caste tension was caused by the formula used
by the National Front to get together, the AJGAR formula.” The
AJGAR formula (Ahir, Jat, Gujjar, Rajput caste combination)isa
casteist formulation anditbroughtback casteismasanelectoral
ploy afterabreak of approximately royears.
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The Mandal Commission report was submitted to
IndiraGandhiin 1980 whenshe retumedtopowerafterthe 1977
debacle. Thereporthad been ordered by the Janata Party govern-
ment. IndiraGandhi, however,chosetoputitonthebackburner
and instead coined aslogan to counter the resurgence of caste-
based politics. That slogan from 1980 was‘Najaat parnapaat par,
moharlagegihaath par(Noton community, noton caste, seal your
trust with Congress' hand)'.

Stressing thatall political parties would concur that eradicat-
ing backwardness and poverty and ending casteism were key
national goals, Rajiv Gandhi
maintained that the first step
towards thiswould betoensure
equalopportunitytoall sections.
He also maintained that civil
strife along caste lines would
prevent India, which was ata
critical juncture in its develop-

Rahul Gandhi's choreographed
interaction with workers on the OWeT TUNES  y,awasdesigned to break our
of society is a calculated political game to
attack the image of a young Narendra Modi

heclaimed the Mandal Commission report wasnot, RajivGandhi
said thatonlyreservationsinjobs, only financial assistance oronly
educationwouldnot work inisolation. Decryingthereportandits
implementation as “political manipulation”, he made out a
case for benefiting SEBCs and the most disadvantaged among
different social groups.

He asserted that Mandal was treading a dangerous path by
recommending caste-based electorates. Quoting from the recom-
mendations, he had thundered:“Doesthe Governmentsubscribe
to the Mandal Commission view that political constituencies
should be carved out on the ba-
sis of caste? Are we going back
to the Round Table Conference
for having separate electorates?

country.” Thereportsays:“With
aview togiving better represen-
tation to certain backward sec-

mentjourney, fromhamessing  Selling ea al a railway station. Once the sogial  tions of OBCslike the Gaddis

in Himachal Pradesh, neo-Bud-
dhists in Maharashtra, fisher-
meninthecoastalareas, Gujjars
in J&K, itis recommended that
areasoftheirconcentrationmay

the energies of all sections in
order to move the country for-
ward. Rooting for comprehen-
sive, well- thought-outand well-
executedaffirmativeaction that

JOPENE | )

media PR is done, the hags are packed
and Rahul Gandhi moves on to the nex!
section to wring oul political dividends
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becarvedoutintoseparate constituencies
at the timeof delimitation.”

From father Rajiv Gandhi to son
Rahul Gandhi it has beenalonghaul and
aparadigmshift Three andahalfdecades
later, the Congress leadership is doing
exactly what Rajiv Gandhi had wamed
againstin September 1990 Back then, the
issue was one of givinga modicum of jus-
ticetosodally andeducationally backward
groups;todayitispartofaseriesofattempts
to put the govemmenton themat andin-
flame political opinion by calling for ana-
tionwidecastecensus, withlittletodowith
affimativeactionorsodaljustice. That the
biggest beneficiariesof the Modi govern-
ment’s pro-poar schemesare Dalits, OBCs
andtribals, pulling 25 crore people out of
poverty, scems tobea technical glitchin
Rahul Gandhi's worldview:

Speaking after inaugurating 1.3
lakh houses under the PM Awas Yojana
(PMAY) via video conferencein February
2024, Modi had said that havinghisown
house is a guarantee of a better future for
any poor person. In Gujarat alone, the state government allocat-
ed 1.3 lakh houses for the eligible poor, rubbishing the Opposi-
tion's allegation that SCs, STs and OBCs were being ignored by
BJP. Much of the heat over demands for higher reservations for
different castesisactually political opportunism and reflects an
unprincipled position. Rajiv Gandhi’s rggo speech serves as the
best exposé of Congress’ current duplicity on the issue of caste-
based quotas. But thatisnot the only bitofopportunism insight.

When LN.D.LA. blocleaders met in Bengaluruon July 17
and 18, 2023 and then laterin Mumbai, Nitish Kumar, whowas
then a key mover of the Opposition alhance, had pitched fora
caste census. But hisdemand came to naught. LalanSingh, a
keyleaderof JD{U) anda Unionministerwhowasprivytothese
developments, later told reporters in Patna, “Rahul Gandhiis
simply shedding crocodile tears over the caste censusissue...
Heistryingto confuse people. When the Bihar government
conducted acaste-based survey inthestate, we were part of the
LN.D.LA . blocand wekept asking him to passaresolution on
this in the coalition’s meeting. Two meetings were held, but
Rahul Gandhi turned down our request under pressure from
West Bengal ChiefMinister Mamata Banerjee.”

Thiswasnot thefirsttime Congressdeveloped cold feetonthe
matter.In2011,the UPA 2 governmentordered the Socio Econom-
icand Caste Census (SECC) that was done through door-to-door
enumeration inJune of that year. Thesurvey was not carried out
by the Census authorities but by the Ministry of Rural Develop-
ment. The report was not released during UPA's term but only
inzo1s,ayear after the Modigovernment had come to power.

A ssimilarexercise of this kind in Karnataka also proved to be

Projoct,

23,2024

The Dharavi Redevelopment Project goes heyond
housing, aiming to creale a modern, inclusive city that inlegrales
Dharavi into Mumbai's future. But guess who had repeatedly tried to
throw a spanner in the works? Rahul Gandhi and his allies

anon-starter. In 2015, Chief Minister Siddaramaiah had commis-
sioned a socio economicand educational survey. Almost 1o years
later—and Siddaramaiah is chief minister again—thesurvey has
not beenreleased. He was non-committal onarelease date. Much
ofthe controversy hastodowith the Vokkaligaand Lingayat popu-
lation numbers, thetwo dominant communities in the state. His
ministers, too, havereportedly opposed the release of the report.

N 1983, AMITABH BACHCHAN, Rishi Kapoor and

WaheedaRehman starred inaManmohan Desaiblockbuster

called Coolie.* Main Coolie No 1, saare desh ka bojhuthata hoon'

became a popular song, highlighting the plight of railway
portersin India Strippedof the romanticisation, however,italso
showed the underbelly of this world where porterslacked regu
lations, even leveraging collective action to bring entire railway
stations, the huboftravel, businessand personallifedecisionsfor
severallakhsofordinary intercity and rural tourbancommuters,
toacompletestandstill. It showedhow portersfleeced unsuspect-
ing commuters, even sold or illegally leased their trade badges
with numbers on themto other needy unemployed forseveral
lakhs, and lent muscle and drew clout from palitical and other
patronage, something quite common before the Modi govern-
ment came Lo power.

Threedecades after the release of Coolic, in 2014, Rahul Gandhi
landed atarailwaystationand,in astagedi ction, wasseen lis
tening toa portersaying, “Otherscalltheir father Babuji athome,
weusethatword dozens of times withstrangersontheplatformin
order tobeg forone fareaday."In 2023, atthe Anand Vihar Railway
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Station,Gandhionce again popped up in Congressvideos,
AjayMakeninattendance,donningthe trademark redshirt
of the porters, appearing to haul heavy (wheeled) luggage
on hishead. Some porters at the event said nothing much
had changed for themand their work conditions since his
last interaction with them.

Afterthestampedeat the New Delhirailway stationin-
volvingatrainbound forthe Kumbh Mela,which resulted
in several deaths, Rahul Gandhi wasted no timein trying
tomonetise the tragedy politically. He hailed the bravery
of porters during the stampede and promised to fight for
their rights. He highlighted theirfinancial strugglesand
emphasised theirrole in assisting passengers, vowing to
present theirdemands to the government.

This was not his first choreographed interaction with
workers on the lower rungs of society. But it was obvi
ousthata calculated political game wason toattack the
image ofa young Narendra Modi selling tea at a railway
station and his neglect of the interests of these sections,
rather than any genuine concern for their rights. Earlier
instances of such interaction by Gandhi had included
those with long distance truck drivers; fishermen in Ker-
ala;rural cooks; vegetable sellers; farmers, the women among
whaom were invited to lunch at Sonia Gandhi’s home; locomo-
tive drivers; gig workers;and so on. Once the social media PRis
done, the bagsare packed and Rahul Gandhimovesonto thenext

sectionto wring out political dividends.

N THE 18TH CENTURY, Dharavi was an island with a

predominantly mangrove swamp. Koliwada, then already

populated by Koli fishermen, became more populated with

theurbangrowth ofthe Bombay peninsulainthe rgth century
under British rule. The city’s population density was already 10
timeshigher than that of London. After Independence, Dharavi
grewintothelargest stumin Indiaandlaterin Asia. Withtherapid
growthof Bombayandskyrocketing pricesforland andresidential
areas, especially for the poor coming into the city for work from
rural areas, Dharavi, by the late 2oth century, had spread over 175
hectares(432 acres), with a population density of more than 2,900
perhectare orr,200 peracre. Livingconditions were,and mostlyre-
main, terrible. Themaze likelanesleading toprecariously perched
living spacesweresonarrow that itwasdifficult tostand witharms
akimbo. There were no private toilets, noseparate kitchens, no
fresh water supply, no green spaces, and noroom even fora pot
ted plant. Women, in particular, faced immense hardships. There
wererepeatedoutbreaksof tuberculosisand othercommunicable
diseases. The claustrophobicliving spacesreachedintomakeshift
attics, narrow balconies, and two feet by two feet sleeping spaces.
By now, Dharavi had long become home to not just the Koli folk
butalsopoorworkers fromacrossthe country, including Gujaratis,
Marathis, Telugusand Tamils. More importantly, itbecame the
hubofamassiveinformal economy,and tanneries, dyeing, pottery
works, etcspread into the livingspaces.

From father Rajiv Gandhi to son Rahul it
Three-and-a-half decades later, the Congress leadership is

Satelliteimagesshowed avery crowded areawith appalling liv
ingconditionsfor the poor, inthe thick of the finandal capital of
thecountry,apparently India’s mostcosmopolitanandrichest city.
Voter turnout has beenestimated by some sourcestobe anywhere
between 3,00000toamillionforthe electionsin 2019 Withan esti-
matedliteracy rateof6g percent, Dharaviisamong themost literate
slumsinthe world But itsredevelopment plans failed to take off
repeatedly for decades thanks to bureaucratic delays, failed ten
ders,and politicalconcemsabout displacement. The land was split
between the Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC), the
Indian Railways,andstateagencies and had witnessed unplanned
growth Thestate government had passed the MaharashtraSlum
Areas(Improvement,Clearance,andRedevelopment) Act, 1971 to
rehabilitate the slumsrather than displace them.

In 2022, for the fourth time, the Maharashtra government
issueda global Request for Qualification (RFQ)and Request for
Proposal (RFP), but with revised terms by which the entire rede-
velopment was consolidated intoa single Special Purpose Vehicle
(SPV)allowingforintegrated planningandexecution. Industrialist
Gautam Adani's bidwonthe contract throughafresh biddingpro-
cessin 2023 after Adani Properties Private Limited (APPL) made
a%s5,069 crore bid. Its proposallaid out constructioninvestments
withanestimatedtotalcost of $ 2.4 billion. DRPPL, renamedNavb
haratMega Developers Private Limited, became anSPV Company
(PPP model) constituted to execute the Dharavi Redevelopment
Project (DRP),a first-of-its-kind initiative that aims to transform
the Dharavislumintoastate-of-the-arttownshipwhilepreserving
its legacy. The Maharashtra government holds a 20 per cent stake,
with the Adani Group holding the rest and being responsible for
investmentsandexecution. Forthefirst time indecades, Dharavi's
redevelopment hadmoved beyond rthetoric,duplicitous concem,
paperworkand politics. Lane surveysgotunderway. Again, for the
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Most of the upper floor residents in Dharavi do not have official records
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Most upper-floor Dharavi residents lack official records, prompting the use of affidavits for eligibility under
the Higher Purchase Scheme. Of one million mapped structures, 70,000 tenements qualify. CM Fadnavis
confirmed a 3-year payment plan for ownership. Allegations of forced affidavits have sparked concern, but
NMDPL cites official government resolution.
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Hamara Mahanagar « 14 Apr « Dharavi
Affidavit to determine eligibility of Dharavi residents
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An affidavit is required for verification.
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Under the Dharavi Redevelopment Project, upper-floor residents without official documents can submit
affidavits for eligibility verification. As per the October 1 government decision, those living in Dharauvi till
November 7 qualify for 400 sq. ft. homes outside Dharavi at nominal rent. Affidavits are accepted alongside

other ID proofs.
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Affidavits for verification of upstairs residents
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the article discusses the issue of affidavits being taken from dharavi residents, causing confusion and
concern among them regarding their qualification for rehabilitation outside dharavi. it highlights the
government's stance that these affidavits are necessary due to a lack of official records proving residency
on upper floors.
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Maharashtra Times « 14 Apr « Dharavi
Dharavi Affidavits for verification
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As part of the Dharavi Redevelopment Project, a detailed door-to-door survey is underway. Residents are
submitting affidavits to verify eligibility based on state guidelines. Eligible families will receive affordable
housing, with a three-year payment option. Over one lakh homes have been surveyed using physical
mapping and advanced LIDAR technology.
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Nav Rashtra « 14 Apr « Dharavi
Upper floor residents eligible
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The Dharavi Redevelopment Project now includes upper-floor residents under a new policy, offering them
400 sq. ft. homes on lease outside Dharavi at nominal rent for 3 years, followed by ownership. This inclusive
move aims to prevent displacement, curb illegal settlements, and support the vision of a slum-free
Mumbai.
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Janmabhumi « 14 Apr « Dharavi
In Dharavi, only the residents of the upper floors are asked to sign an
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14 Apr, 2025

Middle Center

As per the October 4 Government Resolution, upper-floor Dharavi residents must submit affidavits to prove
eligibility for rehabilitation under the Higher Purchase Scheme. They will receive homes outside Dharavi in
the Mumbai Metropolitan Region. Concerns have arisen over alleged forced affidavits, but officials clarify it's
part of eligibility verification.

Simpleey.io

Page 24 of 38



https://simpleey.io/ViewPost/ViewPostShow?UserId=151250255353&Id=152253258358354457457
https://simpleey.io/ViewPost/ViewPostShow?UserId=151250255353&Id=152253258358354457457
https://simpleey.io/ViewPost/ViewPostShow?UserId=151250255353&Id=152253258358354457457
https://simpleey.io/ViewPost/ViewPostShow?UserId=151250255353&Id=152253258358354457457
https://simpleey.io/ViewPost/ViewPostShow?UserId=151250255353&Id=152253258358354457457
https://simpleey.io/ViewPost/ViewPostShow?UserId=151250255353&Id=152253258358354457457
https://simpleey.io/ViewPost/ViewPostShow?UserId=151250255353&Id=152253258358354457457
https://simpleey.io/ViewPost/ViewPostShow?UserId=151250255353&Id=152253258358354457457
https://simpleey.io/ViewPost/ViewPostShow?UserId=151250255353&Id=152253258358354457457
https://simpleey.io/ViewPost/ViewPostShow?UserId=151250255353&Id=152253258358354457457
https://simpleey.io/ViewPost/ViewPostShow?UserId=151250255353&Id=152253258358354457457
https://simpleey.io/ViewPost/ViewPostShow?UserId=151250255353&Id=152253258358354457457
https://simpleey.io/ViewPost/ViewPostShow?UserId=151250255353&Id=152253258358354457457
https://simpleey.io/ViewPost/ViewPostShow?UserId=151250255353&Id=152253258358354457457
https://simpleey.io/ViewPost/ViewPostShow?UserId=151250255353&Id=152253258358354457457
https://simpleey.io/ViewPost/ViewPostShow?UserId=151250255353&Id=152253258358354457457
https://simpleey.io/ViewPost/ViewPostShow?UserId=151250255353&Id=152253258358354457457
https://simpleey.io/ViewPost/ViewPostShow?UserId=151250255353&Id=152253258358354457457
https://simpleey.io/ViewPost/ViewPostShow?UserId=151250255353&Id=152253258358354457457
https://simpleey.io/ViewPost/ViewPostShow?UserId=151250255353&Id=152253258358354457457
https://simpleey.io/ViewPost/ViewPostShow?UserId=151250255353&Id=152253258358354457457
https://simpleey.io/ViewPost/ViewPostShow?UserId=151250255353&Id=152253258358354457457
https://simpleey.io/ViewPost/ViewPostShow?UserId=151250255353&Id=152253258358354457457
https://simpleey.io/ViewPost/ViewPostShow?UserId=151250255353&Id=152253258358354457457
https://simpleey.io/ViewPost/ViewPostShow?UserId=151250255353&Id=152253258358354457457
https://simpleey.io/ViewPost/ViewPostShow?UserId=151250255353&Id=152253258358354457457
https://simpleey.io/ViewPost/ViewPostShow?UserId=151250255353&Id=152253258358354457457
https://simpleey.io/ViewPost/ViewPostShow?UserId=151250255353&Id=152253258358354457457
https://simpleey.io/

navbharat 14 Apr, 2025

Mega Developers

Lokmat « 14 Apr « Dharavi
Tenants on the upper floors will be eligible through affidavits
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the article explains the process and requirements for upper-floor residents in dharavi to prove their
eligibility for relocation under the rehabilitation project, including affidavit submission and documentation
criteria. it highlights the government's efforts to address these residents’ needs while adhering to legal
stipulations.
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Prahar « 14 Apr » Dharavi
Now those who have two-storey houses will get two houses
129 - Sgcm 36237 « AVE 215K « Cir Top Center
Mumbai
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In a major shift, Dharavi Redevelopment Project will now include residents of upper floors as eligible for
rehabilitation. Each floor resident may receive a separate home under the lease scheme at nominal rates.
Affidavits are accepted for undocumented residents, easing concerns. Surveys have mapped over one lakh
homes using advanced technology.
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Bhagade rehabilitation, 100000 people at risk
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The Dharavi redevelopment plan faces backlash as 1lakh residents are set for temporary rehabilitation at
Deonar, Mumbai's largest dumping ground. Despite environmental risks and CPCB guidelines prohibiting
development there, approval was granted. Methane emissions and pollution at Deonar raise serious
concerns about endangering lives in the name of development.
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the article discusses the ongoing efforts of the government in collecting affidavits from upper-floor
residents within the dharavi slum redevelopment project (drp) to ensure their legal ownership and
relocation under a rehabilitation scheme. it highlights the processes involved, including digital mapping
and document verification, while also mentioning some confusion among ground floor residents due to
recent policy changes.
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Affidavits being taken from residents for relocation outside Dharavi
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House to the upper floor owner with the affidavit of the lower floor owner
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Affidavits sought from Dharavi residents living on upper floors
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the article discusses the ongoing dharavi redevelopment project, focusing on the collection of affidavits
from upper-floor residents to prove their eligibility for rehabilitation. it mentions concerns about forced
affidavit-taking and clarifies that this is a government initiative aimed at ensuring fair distribution of homes
among residents. chief minister devendra fadnavis and an nmdpl spokesman provide context and
clarification regarding the project's progress and objectives.
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12 News18 Lokmat (7)
1. = Newsl18 Lokmat 7
2. Zee 24 Taas 5
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Actual mapping of 1 lakh houses in
Dharavi, Unique identification number
for 94 thousand 500 houses

News « Marathi « 01:33 PM 14 Apr, 2025

Phews 16} News18 Lokmat
dema  pharavi

2t 14 2025 Mon 10:34:09

Dharavi redevelopment: Tenants living
on upper floors will be eligible. Appeal
to prove criteria.

Superfast 100 « Marathi « 10:34 AM 14 Apr, 2025

14 Apr, 2025

Zee 24 Taas
Dharavi

. ’ﬂ' :\.i
1 ST €T <

Completed physical mapping of 1 lakh
houses in Dharavi redevelopment.

Top 50 ¢ Marathi < 10:38 AM 14 Apr, 2025

; Zee 24 Taas
Dharavi

BREAKING
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According to the latest data from a
survey conducted in Mumbai, physical
mapping of about one lakh houses
under the Dharavir...

Breaking News « Marathi < 09:19 AM 14 Apr, 2025
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Dharavi redevelopment: Tenants living
on upper floors will be eligible. Appeal
to prove criteria.

Superfast 100 « Marathi « 09:02 AM 14 Apr, 2025

PNews 18 News18 Lokmat
dema  pharavi

2 14 2025 Mon ©8:08:59

Completed physical mapping of 1 lakh
houses in Dharavi redevelopment.

Batami 36 Jilhyanchi « Marathi -+ 08:08 AM 14 Apr, 2025

14 Apr, 2025

PNews 18 News18 Lokmat
dand Dharavi
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Dharavi redevelopment: Tenants living
on upper floors will be eligible. Appeal
to prove criteria.

Gavakadchya 50 Batmya ¢ Marathi « 08:50 AM 14 Apr,
2025

PNews 1) News18 Lokmat
damd  Dharavi

21 142025 Mon ©8:06:41

Dharavi redevelopment: Tenants living
on upper floors will be eligible. Appeal
to prove criteria.

Batami 36 Jilhyanchi « Marathi « 08:06 AM 14 Apr, 2025
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Completed physical mapping of 1 lakh
houses in Dharavi redevelopment.

Gavakadchya 50 Batmya ¢ Marathi « 07:49 AM 14 Apr,
2025
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Completed physical mapping of 1 lakh
houses in Dharavi redevelopment.

Sakalchya 100 Batmya ¢ Marathi « 06:55 AM 14 Apr,
2025

14 Apr, 2025
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Completed physical mapping of 1 lakh
houses in Dharavi redevelopment.

24 Tass Superfast « Marathi = 07:20 AM 14 Apr, 2025

Zee 24 Taas
Dharavi

14842025 06:01:30

Completed physical mapping of 1 lakh
houses in Dharavi redevelopment.

News ¢ Marathi < 06:01 AM 14 Apr, 2025
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Z7INS

& Online Coverage

No Portal Name Headline (Incorporated with URL) Reach

1. Msn India Major relief for homeowners: ITAT rules redeveloped flats not taxable as "other... = 733.9M

2. Msn India Dharavi Redevelopment Project: Maharashtra government begins outreach to upp = 733.9M
er-f...

3. Msn India Dharavi redevelopment update: "94,500 tenants assigned unique identification nu. = 733.9M

4. Hindustan Times Major relief for homeowners: ITAT rules redeveloped flats not taxable as "other... = 124.6M

5. The Times of India Affidavit OK for top-floor Dharavi tenants if no docus are available 64.4M

6. Dailyhunt Dharavi Redevelopment: Affidavits Meant Only To Prove Eligibility Of Upper- 18.6M
Floor...

7. Samachar Nama TETTY AYHTY F gTTET QAT & forw 256 g dree &9 oo &1 w53y 1. 195.8K

8. Ht Syndication Dharavi redevelopment project update: 94,500 tenants get unique IDs, 70,000 ho = 119.8K
me...

9. Ht Syndication Dharavi redevelopment project: 94,500 tenants get unique IDs, 70,000 homes sur = 119.8K
Vve...

10. Propi Maharashtra Government Allocates Salt Pan Land for Dharavi Redevelopment Pr = N/A
oject

11. Mumbai Property Maharashtra Government Allocates Salt Pan Land for Dharavi Redevelopment Pr = N/A

Exchange oject

12. Hotlinenews AL GuUAL HIOAL 26121 251441 HIZ of AiEA1 (Affidavit) HIDIAME ... N/A

13. Prop News Time Maharashtra clears 256 acres of salt pan land for Dharavi redevelopment housing = N/A

14. HomeslIndiaMagazine Dharavi Project Moves Ahead: 94K Tenants gets IDs & 70K Homes Surveyed N/A

15. ET Realty Mumbai: Survey teams collects affidavits from top-floor Dharavi tenants for reha... = N/A

16. Mytimesnow Affidavit OK for top-floor Dharavi tenants if no docus are available N/A

17. The Mobi World Dharavi Redevelopment: Affidavits Meant Only To Prove Eligibility Of Upper- N/A

Floor...
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