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Ambedkar Prevails in BJP-Cong Rivalry

Rahul raises Constitution question

You are cutting thumbs of small businesses, youth
Rahul to govt

Pawar's NCP also distances itself from Cong's Adani
stir

Cong follows Indian Constitution, BJP's book is
Manusmriti

Rahul invokes Eklavya: 'Govt cutting thumbs of
youth, small businesses

Rahul: BJP violating idea of Constitution

Savarkar said there's nothing Indian about
Constitution

BJP ridiculing Savarkar on Constitution

Like Eklavya, the thumb of the youth is being cut off:
Rahul

Srikant bullied Rahul Gandhi in Parliament over
Savarkar's issues

loss mai sanvhidkan par charcha ke dauran
congress-BPJ mai war-palatwar

Let us show you how you cut off the countrymen's
thumb: Rahul

When will Dharavi 90 feet road be opened

One family left no stone unturned in damaging the
constitution

You are cutting off the thumbs of the poor, says
Rahul Gandhi

Every generation of Nehru tampered with the
constitution, this sin will not be erased from our
foreh...

Like Dronacharya, Modi government is cutting the
thumbs of farmers and students
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Will besiege the government on the issue of
Hindutva, Parbhani violence, kidnapping, murder,
fake dr...

Desh mai sanvidhan banam manusmriti ki ladai,
eklavya ki tarha yuvaon ka angutha kata ja raha hai

In Constitution debate, Rahul’s social justice pitch
has a new character

This is the battle of the Constitution against
Manusmriti

Rahul targets BJP with Eklavya's thumb weapon
Anti-constitutional Savarkar acceptable to BJP
Is Savarkar against the Constitution acceptable

Garibi hatao' was biggest 'jumla’ of Congress for
generations: PM Modi

Modi-Rahul face to face

‘Like Eklavya was treated, you are cutting thumbs of
small businesses, youths’: Rahul tells Modi gov...

BJP believes in memory not constitution

congress ke mathe se emergency ka kalank nahi
mitega ; modiq

Incumbent-opposition face-off in Parliament
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Your 'supreme leader' Savarkar preferred Manusmriti to Constitution: Rahul Gandhi's dig at BJP

15 Dec, 2024

Top Left

Ambedkar Prevailsin BJP-Cong Rlvalry

Our Political Bureau™

+ New Delhi: Leader of Opposition

Rahul Gandhi on Saturday questio-
ned the ruling nt's.oom-
mitment to the Constif and as-
ked whether the latter can stand by, or
reject, saffron icon VD Savarkar's

ed praise of Manusmriti and
criticism of the Constitution. Trying
towotkonﬂxeshnﬂ%of ‘Abhay Mud-

uptothe “choppingoff the thumps of
the Youthand MSMEs” evenas herei-
terated his demand for conductirig
caste census and raising quota cei-
ling beyond 50%. Gandhi said the
fight today is between defenders and
opponents of the Constitution.
Although the LoP was entitled toma-
ke a long speech in the LS debate on
the Constitution without time limita-
tion, Gandhi abruptly ended his spe-
ech in just 27 minutes even to the sur-
prise of the Congress MPs, triggering
buzz about Il in Paﬂhment even as
compar
andmeomdelivemdbyhlssl.'aerm
yanka Gandhi Vadraa day earlier.
Gandhl started by saying what the
Leader of the modern in-

headed the Hindu Mahasabha) had to
say ‘about the Constitution. Gandhi
th i

Kar g
“ the worst thing about the Constitu-
tionof India isthat there isnothing In-
dianabout it. Manusmriti isthatscrip-
ture which is most ‘worshippable’ af-
ter Vedas for our Hindu nation and
from which our ancient times have be-
come the basis for our cunun- cus-

then 5

ted in his writings that there is not-
hing Indian about our Constitution.
He has clearly stated that the book In-
dia is run by should be superseded by
this book...Twant toask you (ruling si-
de), do you stand by your leader's
woms"Dommpponywrbadefs

TO EVERYONE'S SURPRISE
Rahul Gandhi
abruptlyen-
ded hisspeech

Q

injust 27 minuteseven
tothe surpriseof the
CongressMPs

words? Because when you speak in

Parliament about protecting the Cons-
that titution, you are ridiculing Savarkar,

you are abusing Savarkar, you are de
faming Savarkar”. He Uttar
Pradesh was being run by Manuspriti
and said the INDIA bloc will relocate
the Hathras rape victim's family if the
state government doesn'tdo

Showing his palm, Gandhi said;
“This is Abhayamudra. Confidence,

- strength and fearlessness come thro-

ugh skill, through the thumb. These
people are against this. The manner
in which Dronacharya cut off the
thumb of Eklavya, you are busy cut-
ting off the thumb uf the enlim na-
tion...When you handover Dharavi to
Adanl.)uucutdl‘memumbo{mn'e

preneurs, small and medium busines-
ses. When you hand over India’s ports,
airports and defence industry to Ada-
ni, you cut off the thumbs of all fair
play business of India who work ho-
nestly... When you bring Agniveer,
you cut off the thumbs of the youth "
BJP Minister Gajendra Singh Shek-
hawat then said Gandhi was wrong to
say Dronacharya cutoff the thumpof
Ekalavya because according to Ma-
habharat. ‘Ekalavya offered his
thumbto Dronacharya'. SPleader Ak-
hilesh Yadav then said he had spoken
‘about Ekalavya in his speech and
Gandhi responded by saying “I1took it
from yourspeech”.
Making it a fight between defenders
and opponents of the Constitution, he
said; “There is a battle taking place to-
day in India. On this sidc(Opposil)on
slde)am the defenders of the idea of
the Constitution, From each state we
have one, if you ask us Tamil Nadu -
we will tell you Periyar, if you ask us

I’hulejl.Ambedkner! you ask us
Gujarat - we will say Mahatma Gand
mwmmmmmxmm
ly because you have to. But the truth is
umyouwambxlhmbenmmeway
itused to be run eariier..”

@ Exavva

By creationof'mo
nopolies"for Adani
Group, bringingin
the Agnipath, firing
atfarmers, thegov-

ernmentwas "chop-

pingoff" the thumb
of the youth, tillers,

backwardclass

RAHUL GANDHI
Leadder of Opposition, Lok Sabha
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QUESTIONING GOVT COMMITMENT IN LS DEBATE...

Rahul Raises Constitution Question
At the Lok Sabha debate, Leader of Opposition Rahul Gandhi

D questioned the government’s commitment to the Constitution
and asked if it supports VD Savarkar's purported viewsonit. »» 2

Simpleey.io | Page 5 of 51



https://simpleey.io/

Dharavi
r Redevelopment
Project

You (Congress) made
Ambedkar lose in the
1952 parliamentary polls.

§5» Didn't give him Bharat
: Ratna
KIREN RIJLJU BJP MP

BJP must spell out the
contribution of RSS and
the Hindu Mahasabha
to the making of the
Constitution

A RAJA DMK MP

15 Dec, 2024

The greatest failure
of the Constitution
was when Babri
mosque was
. demolished
1 SAUGATA ROY TmMCcMP

Our Political Bureau

New Delhi: Leader of Opposition
Rahul Gandhi on Saturday questio-
ned the ruling establishment’s com-
mitment to the Constitution and as-
ked whether the latter can stand by, or
reject, saffron lcon VD Savarkar®
purported praise of Manusmriti
criticismof the Constitution. Trying
toworkon thesimiles of ‘Abhay Mud-
ra’ and “Eklavya”, Gandhi likened
the “government handing over” va-
rious infra projects to the Adani gro-
uptothe“choppingoff the thumpsof
the Youthand MSMEs" evenas he rei-
terated his demand for conducting
caste census and raising quota cei-
ling beyond 50%. Gandhi said the
fight today is between defenders and
opponents of the Constitution.
Although the LoP wasentitled toma-
ke a long speech in the LS debate on
the Constitution without time limita-
tion, Gandhi abruptly ended his spe-
ech in just 27 minutes even to the sur-
priseof the Congress MPs, triggering
buzz about it in Parliament even as
comparisons started about his speech
and the one delivered by his sister Pri
yanka Gandhi Vadra aday earlier
Gandhi started by saying what the
“Supreme Leader of the modern in-
terpretation of the ideas of the RSS™,
Savarkar (incidentally Savarkar had
headed the Hindu Mahasabha) had to
say about the Constitution. Gandhi
then quoted Savarkar having said that
* the worst thing about the Constitu-
tionof India isthat there isnothing In-
dianabout it. Manusmriti is that scrip-
ture which is most ‘worshippable” af-
ter Vedas for our Hindu nation and
from which our ancient times have be-
come the basis for our culture, cus-
toms, thought and practice”. Gandhi
then asked; varkar has clearly sta-
ted in his writings that there is not-
hing Indian about our Constitution.
He has clearly stated that the book In-
dia is run by should be superseded by
this book...I want toask you (rulingsi-
de), do you stand by your leader's
words? Do you support your leader's

Your 'supreme leader' Savarkar preferred Manusmriti to Constitution: Rahul Gandhi's dig at BJP

Ambedkar Prevails in BJP-Cong Rivalry

TO EVERYONE'S SURPRISE
Rahul Gandhi

o abruptly en-

ded hisspeech
injust 27 minuteseven
tothesurprise of the
Congress MPs

words? Because when you speak in
Parliament about protecting the Cons-
titution, you are IldK‘llllm. Savarkar,
You are g |bu.sm(., avarkar, you are de-
faming Savarkar”, He alleged Uttar
Pradesh was being run by Manuspriti
and said the INDIA bloc will relocate
the Hathras rape victim's family if the
state government doesn’t do

Showing his palm, Gandhi said;
“This is Abhayamudra. Confidence,
strength and feariessness come thro-
ugh skill, through the thumb. These
pmple are against lhu The manner

thumb of Eklavya, you are busy cut-
ting off the thumb of the entire na-
tion...When you handover Dharavi to
Adani, youcut off the thumbof entre-

preneurs, small and medium busines-
ses, When you hand over India’s ports,
airports and defence industry to Ada-
ni, you cut off the thumbs of all fair
play business of India who work ho-
nestly... When you bring Agniveer,
you cut off the thumbs of the youth ”.,
BJP Minister Gajendra Singh Shek-
hawat then said Gandhi was wrong to
say Dronacharya cut off the thumpof
Ekalavya because according to Ma-
habharat. ‘Ekalavya offered his
thumbto Dronacharva’. SPleader Ak-
hilesh Yadav then said he had spoken
about Ekalavya in his speech and
Gandhi responded by saying “Itook it
from your speech”.

Making it a fight between defenders
and opponentsof the Constitution, he
said; “There isa battle taking place to-
day in India. On this side (Opposition
side) are the defenders of the idea of
the Constitution. From each state we
have one, if you ask us Tamil Nadu -
we will tell you Perivar, if you ask us
Karnataka - we will say Basavaa, if
you ask us Maharashtra - we will say
Phule ji, Ambedkar ji, if you ask us
Gujarat - we will say Mahatma Gand-
hi. You praise these people hesitating:
1y because you have to, But thetruth is
that you want India to be run the way
itused to be run earlier..”

e EKLAVYA

By creation of "mo-
nopolies for Adani
Group, bringingin
the Agnipath, firing
atfarmers, thegov-
ernment was "chop-
pingoff"the thumb
of the youth, tillers,
backward class

RAHUL GANDHI
Leader of Opposition. Lok Sabha
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© DEBATE IN LOK SABHA

You are cutting thumbs of small
businesses, youth: Rahul to govt

Accuses BJP of having
anti-farmer policies,
favouring Adani

ASAD REHMAN
New Delhi, December 14

PARTICIPATING INTHE special
debate on the Constitution in
the Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi
reiterated the Congress's
promise to hold a caste census
and work towards removing
the 509 cap on reservation,
but added another layer to his
social justice pitch.

Inhisspeech on the second
day of the debate, Gandhi
questioned the BJP over Hin-
dutva ideologue vD
Savarkar’s support for the
Manusmriti “over the Consti-
tution”,and invoked Eklavya,
the noted archer from the
Mahabharata, to make his
case for deprived youngsters
kept out of the system. “In
front of us stand people who
follow a very different philo-
sophical tradition.And Iwant
to start my speech by quoting
what the supreme leader —
not of the BJP,but of the mod-
ern interpretation of the ideas
of the RSS - has to say about
the Constitution of India.And
about how he thinks India
should be run,” Gandhi said.
Hewenton to quote Savarkar:
“The worst thing about the
Constitution of India is that
there is nothing Indian about
it. Manusmriti is that scrip-
ture which is most worship-
able after Vedas forour Hindu
nation and which, from our
ancient times, has become the
basis of our culture, thought
and practice”

Savarkar wanted that “the
book India is run by (the Con-
stitution) should be super-
seded by this book (Manus-

Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi speaks during the Winter session of

/' S

Parliament, in New Delhi on Saturday

miriti)", the Leader of the
Opposition said.“And this is
what the fight (between the
BJP and the Opposition) is
about.” Does the BJP support
what Savarkar said, Gandhi
asked.“Do you support your
leader’swords? Because when
you speak in Parliament
about protecting the Consti-
tution, you are ridiculing
Savarkar, you are abusing
Savarkar, you are defaming
Savarkar.” Gandhi began his
26-minute-long speech with
his interpretation of ‘Abhay
Mudra’, something he has
spoken about in Parliament
before. Calling it “the concept
of fearlessness, truth, and
non-violence”, he said: “The
Constitution contains a set of
ideas from one philosophy of
our nation, one central philo-
sophical set of ideas... When
we open the Constitution, we
can hear the voice and ideas of
Ambedkar, Mahatma Gandhi
and Jawaharlal Nehru. But
where did those ideas come
from?” They came from old
traditions of the country,
Gandhi said. “Those ideas
came from (Lord) Shiva, Guru

RAHUL GANDHI,
LEADER OF OPPOSITION

There is no social
or financial equali
ty. Hence, our next

step will be caste
census. We want to
show the country
whose thumbs
have been cut

Nanak, Basavanna, from Bud-
dha, Mahaveer, Kabir... So
when we speak of the Consti-
tution...of course it is a docu-
ment of modern India, but it
could never have been written
without ancient India and
herideas.”

Gandhi said Indiawas see-
ing “a battle".“On this side we
have those defending the
Constitution. And from each
state we have one... Tamil

Nadu, Periyar; Karnataka,
Basavanna; Maharashtra,
(Jyotirao) Phule and Ambed-
karji; and Gujarat, Mahatma
Gandhi.(But) You praise these
people hesitatingly."While the
Congress MP has dwelled on
these issues before, a big part
of his speech focused on the
Eklavyastory.He recounted in
detail the Mahabharata
episode where Eklavya, “a
lower caste” Nishad, was
rejected by Guru
Dronacharya, the teacher to
the royals, and then later was
asked to offer his right thumb
as his dues to the latter.

“The way Dronacharya cut
the thumb of Eklavya, you are
trying to chop off the thumb
of the country,” Gandhi told
theTreasury Benches.*Youare
cutting the thumb of the
youth of this country... When
you give Dharavi (slum devel-
opment project) to (Gautam)
Adani ji, you are cutting the
thumbs of small entrepre-
neurs, small and medium
businesses of Dharavi.You are
doing the same by giving
ports, airports, the defence
industry to him.

Simpleey.io

You are cutting the thumb of
honest businesses when you
help Adani”

Other measures of the
Modi government also
amounted to the same,
Gandhi said.“Through lateral
entry, you are cutting the
thumbs of youths, OBCs, and
the poor. The way Eklavya
practised, the same way youth
practise for different exams.
Earlier, youth would wake up
early to train to enter the
Army. When you started
Agniveer, you cut their fin-
gers. When you leak papers,
you cut the thumbs of
youths," he said. Gandhi also
referred to the ongoing
farmer protest.

“Today, outside Delhi, you
fired tear gas and injured
farmers with lathicharge.
Farmers are asking for MSP...
When you give benefits to
Adani and Ambani, you cut
farmers' thumbs." Talking
about his recent visit to
Hathras to meet the family of
the 2020 rape-murder victim,
Gandbhi said the accused were
roaming free and “threaten-
ing” the Dalit victim’s family.

“Meanwhile, the girl’s
family are locked in their
house... Where does it say in
the Constitution that the
family of the victim is locked
up while the accused roam
free? This is written in
Manusmriti... In UP,you rule,
then Manusmritiis applicable
in UP, not the Constitution.”
Gandbhi said that the family
told him that the state gov-
ernment had not kept its
promise to relocate them,and
said: “I say in this House that
we, the INDIA bloc, will follow
the Constitution and relocate
that family, if you don't do it.
And we say to each and every
poor person that you are pro-
tected by the Constitution.”
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Pawar’s NCP also
distances itself from
Cong’s Adani stir

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: After TMC and
Samajwadi Party expressed
their unease over disrup-
tions in Parliament because
of Adani issue, Nationalist
Congress Party (Sharad Pa-
war)hasalsodistanced itself
from Congress's efforts to at-
tack the govt over its alleged
links to the conglomerate,

In Lok Sabha, NCP(SP)’s
Amol Kolhe said there was
no need to remain stuck on
the relations between an in-
dustrialist and a political
leader, a clear attempt by the
party to distance itself from
Congress, whose protests
over Adani’s indictment in
the US has paralysed Parlia-
ment’swintersession. “I feel
it is more important to raise
issues relating to farmers,
youth and the common peo-
ple, & to see that these issues
areresolved,” Kolhe said.

The MP from Shirur add-
ed that they want debate and
discussions on basic issues
instead of politicalsloganeer-
ing. “This should be ensured
by both governing party and
the opposition,” Kolhe added.

Sharad Pawar’s daughter
Supriya Sule, MP from Bara-
mati, was sitting next to
Kolhe and nodded in support
all through his speech Friday.

Trinamool and SP have al-
ready voiced their concerns
about Congress’s stubborn-
nessover raising Adani issue,

TMC and SP have already voiced
their unease over disruptions in
Parliament over Congress’ stand
on raising the Adani issue

4.69M - Cir

saying it is stopping them
from raising other important
issues like Sambhal riots and
those related to Bangladesh.
Congress had initiated
protests inside and outside
Parliament on the Adani is-
sue at the beginning of the
winter session. But, follow-
ing misgivings of its allies, it
corrected course, and has
since been holding protests
only outside Parliament.
Also, theissuefound scant
mention during the debate on
Constitution, though Rahul
Gandhi, LoP in Lok Sabha,
made a brief remark during
his speech: “When you give
Dharavi to Adani, you chop
off the thumb of the small
and medium businesses
there...You have fired tear gas
shells on farmers outside Del-
hi, the farmers are asking for
fair prices..You are cutting
the thumbof that farmer."

Pawar's NCP also distances itself from Cong's Adani stir

15 Dec, 2024

Top Right
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{ RAHUL GANDHI } LOK SABHA SPEECH

‘Cong follows Indian
Constitution, BJP’s
book is Manusmrltl

Saubhadra Chatterji

lettess@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi on Saturday
launched a sharp attack on the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP),
asserting that India faces a bat-
tle between constitutional val-
ues and those who prefer Man-
usmriti as the governing law as
he cited Hindutva ideologue
Vinayak Damodar Savarkar’s
criticism of the Indian Consti-
tution.

Speaking as Leader of Oppo-
sition in Lok Sabha, Gandhi
cited Savarkar as having said:
“The worst thing about the
Constitution of India is that
there is nothing Indian about it.
Manusmriti is that scripture
which is most worshippable
after Vedas for our Hindu
nation and from which our
ancient times have become the
basis for our culture, customs,
thought and practice” as he
held up copies of both docu-
ments.

The reference to Savarkar
was aimed at sharpening the
attack on the Sangh ideology,
but was also seen as being
tricky for its alliance in Maha-
rashtra, where the Congress,
NCP (SP) and the Shiv Sena
(UBT) were defeated in assem-
bly polls last month. Savarkar
is revered by the Uddhav
Thackeray-led Sena.

Gandhi cited the Hindutva
ideologue to draw a line
between what he called two
competing visions for India.

“There is a battle taking
place today in India. On this
side, we have defenders of the
idea of the Constitution. From
each state we have one. From
Tamil Nadu we have Periyar,
from Maharashtra we have
Jyotiba Phule, from Gujarat we
have Gandhi,” he said, adding
that while the BJP praises these
figures “hesitatingly,” they
actually want India “to be run
the way it used to be run ear-
lier”.

The Congress leader
employed the Mahabharata’s
story of Eklavya as a metaphor
for what he described as the
government’s assault on vari-
ous sections of society. He
alleged that through policies
like the Agniveer scheme, pro-
motion of “monopolies” for the
Adani Group, and the treat-
ment of Dharavi's entrepre-
neurs, the Modi government
had effectively "chopped off the
thumb” of youth, backward
classes, and the poor.

When questioned about

Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi shows copies
of the Constitution and Manusmriti in Parliament on Saturday. an

Indira Gandhi’s stance on Sav-
arkar, Gandhi revealed a per-
sonal conversation with his
grandmother.

“When I was young, I had
asked about that. Indira Gan-
dhi told me that while Gandhi
and Nehru went to jail, Sav-
arkar wrote a letter and asked
for forgiveness and compro-
mised with the British. That
was Indira Gandhi’s position
on Savarkar.”

Gandhi also cited specific
instances to attack the BJP over
social justice issues. He spoke
about his visit to Hathras,
where he met the family of an
alleged gang-rape victim. “The
culprits are roaming around
and the girl's family are con-
fined at home. Where is it writ-
ten in Constitution that the cul-
prit will roam free? This is
written in your book Manusm-
riti,” he charged.

Gandhi also brought up the
recent violence in Sambhal,
saying, “Five innocent people
have been shot dead. Wherever
you go, you trigger communal
fight. Political equality, social
and financial equality is over.”

The speech drew immediate
pushback from the treasury
benches. Parliamentary affairs
minister Kiren Rijiju contested
Gandhi’s characterisation of
Indira Gandhi's views on Sav-
arkar, sharing documentary
evidence where she had
described him as “a remarkable
son of India.”

A Congress leader, who
asked not to be named, said
that Gandhi’s political messag-
ing on Savarkar’s mercy peti-
tions had earlier irked Uddhav
Thackeray-led Sena and
NCP(SP) chief Sharad Pawar
had at the time asked Gandhi to
refrain from talking about Sav-
arkar.
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Rahul invokes Eklavya:
‘Govt cutting thumbs of
youth, small businesses’

ASADREHMAN
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 14

PARTICIPATING IN the special
debate on the Constitution in the
Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi reiter-
ated the Congress's promise to
hold a caste census and work to-
wards removing the 50% cap on
reservation, but added another
layer to his social justice pitch.
In his speech on the second
day of the debate, Gandhi ques-
tioned the BJP over Hindutva
ideologue V D Savarkar's support
for the Manusmriti “over the
Constitution”, and invoked
Eklavya, the noted archer from

LoP Rahul Gandhi holds
copies of the Constitution
and the Manusmritiin LS. P11

philosophical tradition. And |

the Mahabharata, to make his  wanttostart my speech by quot-
case for deprived youngsters  ing what the supreme leader —
kept out of the system. notof the BJP, butof the modern

“In front of us stand people  interpretation of the ideasof the
who follow a very different CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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RSS — has to say about the
Constitution of India. And about
how he thinks India should be
run,” Gandhi said. He went on to
quote Savarkar: “The worst thing
about the Constitution of India is
thatthereis nothing Indianabout
it. Manusmriti is that scripture
whichis most worship-able after
Vedas for our Hindu nation and
which, from our ancient times,
has become the basis of our cul-
ture, thought and practice.”

Savarkar wanted that “the
book India is run by (the
Constitution) should be super-
seded by this book
(Manusminti)", Gandhi said. “And
thisiswhat the fight (betweenthe
BJPand the Opposition)is about.”

Does the BJP support what
Savarkar said, Gandhi asked.
“Because when you speak in
Parliament about protecting the
Constitution, you are ridiculing
Savarkar, you are abusing
Savarkar, you are defaming
Savarkar.”

Gandhibegan his 26-minute-
long speech with his interpreta-
tion of 'Abhay Mudra', something
he has spoken about in Parfiament
before. Calling it “the concept of
fearlessness, truth, and non-vio-
lence"”, he said: *“The Constitution
contains a set of ideas from one
philosophy of our nation, one cen-
tral philosophical set of ideas...
When we open the Constitution,

we can hear the voice and ideas of
Ambedkar, Mahatma Gandhiand
Jawaharlal Nehru. But where did
those ideas come from?"

They came fromold traditions
of the country, Gandhi said.
“Those ideas came from (Lord)
Shiva, Guru Nanak, Basavanna,
from Buddha, Mahaveer, Kabir...
So when we speak of the
Constitution... of courseitisa
document of modem India, butit
could never have been written
without ancient India, her ideas.”

A big part of his speech fo-
cused onthe Eklavya story. He re-
counted the Mahabharata
episode where Eklavya, “a lower
caste” Nishad, was rejected by
Guru Dronacharya, the teacher to
the royals, and then later was
asked to offer his right thumb as
his dues to the latter. “The way
Dronacharya cut the thumb of
Eklavya, you are trying to chop off
the thumbofthe country,” Gandhi
told the Treasury Benches. “You
are cutting the thumb of the
youth.. When you give Dharavi
(slum development project) to
(Gautam) Adani ji, you are cutting
the thumbs of small entrepre-
neurs, small and medium busi-
nesses of Dharavi. You are doing
the same by giving ports, airports,
the defence industry to him.."

He also referred to the farmer
protest. “Farmers are asking for
MSP... When you give benefitsto
Adani and Ambani, you cut farm-
ers’ thumbs.”
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Rahul: BJP violating idea of Constitution
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idea of Constitution

‘Country won't run by Manusmriti’

VINEETA PANDEY
NEW DELHI, DEC. 14

The provisions in the
Constitution have
enabling provisions for
the growth and develop-
ment of all sections of
society, but the BJP-led
government follows the
disturbing trends of the
Manusmriti to under-
mine these provisions,
accused Lok Sabha
Leader of Opposition
Rahul Gandhi during the
debate on the 75 years of
the adoption of the Indian
Constitution on
Saturday.

In his 26-minute speech,
Mr Gandhi tore into the
BJP by accusing the rul-
ing party of violating the
idea of the Constitution
in each and every form.

The LoP said that V.D.
Savarkar, who is an ideo-
logue of the BJP, had said
there is nothing Indian
about the Constitution
and that he preferred the

text of the Manusmriti
over it. Taking a jibe at
the BJP, Mr Gandhi said
that by talking of protect-
ing the Constitution, the
BJP is “ridiculing” V.D.
Savarkar.

“The worst thing about
the Constitution of India
is that there is nothing
Indian about it. The
Manusmriti is that scrip-
ture which is most wor-
shipped after the Vedas
for our Hindu nation and
from which our ancient
times have become the
basis for our culture, cus-
toms, thought and prac-
tice. This book, for cen-
turies, has codified the
spiritual and divine
march of our nation...
These are the words of
V.D. Savarkar..."

“V.D. Savarkar has
clearly stated in his writ-
ings that there is nothing
Indian about our
Constitution. He has
clearly stated that the
W Turn to Page 4
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W Continued From Page 1
book India is run by
should be superseded by
this book. This is what the
ﬂgl:lt is about,” Mr Gandhi

said.

Mr Gandhi asserted that
the Congress and the
INDIA bloc are the protec-
tors of the Constitution,
unlike the BJP and the
RSS., which support the
Manusmriti.

“The country will func-
tion on the Dbasis
of the Constitution, not
on  Manusmriti,”  he

said.

"V.D. Savarkar had called
Manusmriti a scripture
“most worshipable” for
Hindus after the Vedas. It
is good that you say you
are defending the
Constitution, but I want to
ask, do you stand by your
leader's words? Because
when you speak about pro-
tecting the Constitution,
vou are abusing and ridi-
culing V.D. Savarkar,” said
Mr Gandhi.

Mr Gandhi began his
speech with the story of
Eklavya, the young prince
of Nishads, who had to
sacrifice his thumb at the
demand of Guru
Dronacharya, rendering
him incapable of perform-
ing archery.

Dronacharya was the
teacher of the Pandavas,
and he had to incapacitate
Eklavya to eliminate com-
petition and threat to
Arjun, who too was a great
warrior and skilled archer
like Eklavya.

Linking the story with
the modern-day situation

Mr Gandhi said a battle is
taking place in India and
accused the government of
behaving like
Dronacharva and putting
the underprivileged under
duress and benefiting the
capitalists,

“When you give Dharavi
to Adani, you chop off the
thumb of the small and
medium businesses
there...You have fired tear-
gas shells on farmers out-
side Delhi. who are asking
for fair prices.. You are
cutting the thumb of that
farmer," he said.

Mr Gandhi also men-
tioned the grievances of
the family of the Hathras
gang-rape victim, saying
the deceased girl is vet to
get justice and her family
is being threatened
and tormented by the
accused, who are out on
bail.

“The Hathras family told
me that the state adminis-
tration did not allow the
victim to be cremated by
them.”

“The Uttar Pradesh chief
minister has been speak-
ing a lie openly in the
media. Where is it written
in the Constitution that
the accused can roam
freely and the victim’s
family should be shut
indoors? This must be
written in your book the
Manusmriti, not in the
Constitution.”

“If you say there is your
government in  Uttar
Pradesh, then the state
functions on the basis of
the Manusmriti and not
the Constitution,” he

said.

The Congress leader also
talked about the caste cen-
sus and supported remov-
ing the 50 per cent cap on
reservations, “We will end
the barrier of the 50 per
cent cap on reservations,;
you say whatever you have
to,” he said.

Quoting B.R. Ambedkar,
the LoP said, “If there is
political equality but no
social and economic equal-
ity then the political equal-
ity will be destroyed, B.R.
Ambedkar said. Today,
political equality has
ended. All institutions of
the country have been cap-
tured.”

“There is no social and
financial economic equali-
ty. That's why our next
step will be to hold a caste
census to show people —
Dalits, adivasis, farmers,
labourers and backwards -
- where all you have cut
their thumbs.”

“As promised, we will
bring a new Kkind of
politics and development
to India,” said Mr Gan
dhi.

Later, chaos prevailed in
the House briefly as the
LoP was not allowed to
respond to Shiv Sena MP
Shrikant Eknath Shinde’s
remarks on Indira
Gandhi's views on VD,
Savarkar.

Congress MP K.C.
Venugopal accused the
Speaker of being partial.
"It seems that this House
belongs to the BJP only”
he said. The Speaker later
allowed Mr Gandhi to
respond.
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Savarkar said theres nothing Indian about Constitution’

MPOST BUREAU

NEW DELHI: Leader of
Opposition in the Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi on Saturday
cited V D Savarkar’s remarks
that there was nothing Indian
about the Constitution and
took a jibe at the BJP, saying

that by talking of protecting
the Constitution, the ruling
party is “ridiculing” Savarkar.

Participating in a debate
on 75 years of the adoption
of the Constitution, the Con-
gress leader said Savarkar,
who is seen as an ideologue
of the BJP and RSS, had said

there is nothing Indian about
the Constitution, and that he
preferred Hindu religious text
‘Manusmriti’ to it

“The Constitution is a
document of modern India
but it could never have been
written without ancient India
and her ideas,” Rahul Gan-

dhi said.

Savarkar had said there
is nothing Indian about
the Constitution and called
Manusmriti a scripture “most
worshipable” for Hindus
after the Vedas, according to
Gandhi.

Continued on P4
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“Nice that you say you are
defending the Constitution, but 1
want to ask, do you stand by your
leader’s words? Because when
you speak about protecting the
Constitution you are abusing,
ridiculing Savarkar,” the Leader of
Opposition told the BJP.

He said a battle is taking
place in India, and recited the
story of ‘Eklavya’ who had sac-
rificed his thumb as a tribute to
Guru Dronacharya."When you
give Dharavi to Adani, you chop
off the thumb of the small and
medium businesses there...You

15 Dec, 2024

have fired tear gas shells on farm-
ers outside Delhi, the farmers are
asking for fair prices...You are cut-
ting the thumb of that farmer,

he said. The Congress leader also
talked about caste census, and
supported removing the 50 per
cent cap on reservations.
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‘BJP ridiculing Savarkar on Constitution’

Rahul Gandlnaocmdﬂlemllngpartyofhamingsmallbusmessesandfamers

#NEWDELMI
feedback@punemirror.com

eader of Opposition in the

Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi

(in pic) on saturday cited VD

Savarkar’s remarks that there
was nothing Indiah about the Con-
stitution and took a jibe at the BJP,
saying that by talking of protecting
the Constitution, the ruling party is
“ridiculing” Savarkar.

Participating in a debate on 75
yvears of the adoption of the
Constitution, he quoted that Savarkar
said, there'is nothing Indian about
the Constitution, and that he pre-
ferred Hindu religious text

‘Manusmriti’ to it.

When you give Dharavi to Adani,
you chop off the thumb of the small
and businesses and farmers.

Rm{;le- Cong did not give
Ambedkar his due

Union minister Kiren Rijiju on
Saturday tore into the Congress for

not giving BR Ambedkar his due, as
he questioned the opposition’s claims
that minorities were being denied
their rights.

Intervening in the debate in the
Lok Sabha on 75 years of the adop-
tion of the Constitution, the parlia-
mentary affairs minister cautioned
that “our words and actions should
not diminish the image of the coun-
try in the world fora”. In his over an
hour-long speech, Rijiju suggested
that the Congress should “apologise”
to Ambedkar to "lessen its sins”,

He said India.not only provided
legal protetion to minarities, it also
had a provision for affirmative action
to protect their integests, M

-
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Like Eklavya, the thumb of the youth is being cut off: Rahul
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Every generation of Nehru tampered with the constitution, this sin will not be
erased from our foreh...

608 - Sgcm 340669 » AVE 24.58K - Cir Middle Center

Kolkata
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Like Dronacharya, Modi government is cutting the thumbs of farmers and

students
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The theft of living with self-respect
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Will besiege the government on the issue of Hindutva, Parbhani violence,
kidnapping, murder, fake dr...

1,4 PG 2436 « Sgcm 1446855 « AVE 910K « Cir Middle Right, Top Center
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Virat Vaibhav « 15 Dec « Dharavi
Desh mai sanvidhan banam manusmriti ki ladai, eklavya ki tarha yuvaon ka

angutha kata ja raha hai;
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Pragativadi « 15 Dec « Dharavi
In Constitution debate, Rahul's social justice pitch has a new character
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This is the battle of the Constitution against Manusmriti
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Ananda Bazar Patrika « 15 Dec « Dharavi

Rahul targets BJP with Eklavya's thumb weapon
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Loksatta « 15 Dec « Dharavi
Anti-constitutional Savarkar acceptable to BJP

1,9 PG 303 - Sgcm 1189587 « AVE 784.32K - Cir Bottom Left,Middle Center
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‘Like Eklavya was treated, you are cutting thumbs of small businesses,
youths’: Rahul tells Modi gov...
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Business Channel Hindi Channel
Total Clip Top Channel
5 News 24 (2)
1. sy News 24 2
2. fywll News Nation 2
3. " indlia Tv 1

English Channel
Total Clip Top Channel

2 Times Now (2)

1 TIMES

. [ Times Now 2
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BREAKING NEWS

| :iﬁzm#ﬁmamgmﬁmn

Parliament constitution debate heats

up between Rahul Gandhi and PM Modi.

The journalist asked the panelists that
the Prime M...

News ¢ Hindi « 07:38 PM 15 Dec, 2024

IY/2= Times Now
\[[o}{] Dharavi

=511 PM EXPOSES 'SAMVIDHAN KILLERS'?
RAHUL ATTACKS BJP
‘EXLAVYA'S THUME' AMALDEY a4

e L o

P timesnow.in
. TIMES

Yr\v" 2

Rahul Gandhi Addressed The
Parliament On Constitution, Accused
Govt Of supporting Adani, alleging that
it undermines fair bus...

Special Programme ¢ English + 08:09 AM 15 Dec, 2024

15 Dec, 2024

INv) [ o

BREAKING NEWS .

Hisel €34 A Akaeter f‘ttﬂ?ﬂ gAra e3al o D
| " el Swad Bhi, Sehat Bhi

Congress MP Rahul Gandhi addresses
in parliament and targets Govt on
Adani and Dharavi Redevelopment
Project.

Kahani Kurshi ki « Hindi « 01:40 PM 15 Dec, 2024

Y= Times Now
\[o]l'] Dharavi

Sl T H_

HAHUL A'ITA(:KS BJP
uuous snwmuun uusnmvluum ; ‘ \

hs5-12-2624 07:10:02

Rahul Gandhi Addressed The
Parliament On Constitution, Accused
Govt Of supporting Adani, alleging that
it undermines fair bus...

Special Programme « English »+ 07:10 AM 15 Dec, 2024
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Rahul Gandhi attacked the central govt
and said, 'Just like Dronacharya cut the
thumb of Eklavya, you are cutting the
thumbs ...

100 Badi Khabar ¢ Hindi = 07:03 AM 15 Dec, 2024

News Nation
Dharavi

Rahul'Gandhi, INC, Raebareli (Uttar Pradesh)
darfiT : A rear

| i e ¥ TR, wd), e, weidr, s, ggem vd no%mwﬁmmﬁ‘&hﬁ
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Rahul Gandhi attacked the central govt
and said, 'Just like Dronacharya cut the
thumb of Eklavya, you are cutting the
thumbs ...

100 Badi Khabar ¢ Hindi = 06:01 AM 15 Dec, 2024

15 Dec, 2024

News 24

Wﬂewwl. Dharavi

.‘/Eﬂlw‘i pfm b‘ i

NEWS 10 ﬁummna’hazﬂami! ey

Parliament Winter Session Rahul
Gandhi attacked the Union
Government over Gautam Adani-led
Adani’s Dharavi Project

News ¢ Hindi - 06:39 AM 15 Dec, 2024
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