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Why BMC’s 3-year plan to clear Deonar landfill is easier said than done

PRATIP ACHARYA
MUMBAI, MAY 15

THE BRIHANMUMBAI Municipal
Corporation (BMC) on May 14
‘Wednesday) floated aRs 2,368-
croretender tocleanup 271 acres
(110 hectares) of the larger 311
acres of the Deonar dumping
ground by a process of bioreme-
diation within three years.

‘Thiscomes seven months af-
ter the Maharashtra government
allocated 124 acres of the land-
fill to build housing for several
thousand residents of the
Dharavi  slums
who will be relo-
cated as partofthe
Dharavi
Redevelopment
Project (DRP).

What is the
Deonar dumpsite,
what is bioreme-
diation, and what
challenges could the cleaning
plans pose?

EXPLAINED

people from the economically
weaker sections have started to
live in Deonar, Mankhurd, and
Shivaji Nagar, close to the landfill

Today, the larger part of the
Deonar areais dotted withinfor-
mal housing units. In their midst
standsa mountain of solid waste
and garbage rising 40 metres
into the sky, the height of a 15-
storey building.

The entire area is an enor-
mous health hazard. The M/E
ward, where Deonar is located,
has the lowest life expectancy
among the 25 municipal wards
in Mumbai - less than 40 years,
almost half the na-
tional average. BMC
datashow this ward
accounts for almost
15% of tuberculosis
casesinthecity.

According to a
report by the Central
Pollution Control
Board (CPCB), the
landfill is one of the top 22
methane hotspotsin India, from

. where around 6,200 kg of the

The dumping ground colourless, odourless, highly in-

The Deonar dumpi d Al bl gasis re-
at Mankhurd-Shivaji Nagarin  leased every hour.

Mumbai's eastern suburbsis the On April 11, The Indian

oldest waste dumpinthecoun-  Express published a report de-

try.Ithas been operational since
1927, a time when this area had
very little human habitation.
The city and its population
have grown enormously since
then. Over the past 25-odd years
especially, avery large number of

tailing how the relocation of
slum dwellers under the DRP,
which is being steered by the
Adani Group and the state's
Slum Rehabilitation Authority
(SRA), violates fundamental en-
vironmental norms.

The Deonar dumpi d

Before allocatinga portion of
the dump to build housing, the
state government did not con-

pute against any government in-
stitute if they don’t consult with
us”, Dhakane had said.

mentin its solid waste manage-
ment (SWM) guidelines pub-
lished in 2016, involves treating
garbage with mic i

segregated in a makeshift pro-
cessing facility at the site. The
biodegradable waste will then be
allowed while the

that flourish in air and sunlight.

non-biodegradable waste will be

After the bi om-
ponents decompose naturally,

sult the Maharashtra Pollution Under CPCB rules, residential

Control Board (MPCB), whichis  areas should be separated from

thec i hority for es- te-t rgy (WTE) plants

tablishments inside landfills. byatleast 500 metres, and there
“The pollution board wasnot  should be a no-develop

consulted before sanctioningthe  buffer zone of 100 metres from

land parcel for the said project,”  the boundary of a landfill.

MPCBMember Secretary Avinash . T

Dhakane had told The Indian Bioremediation

Express, However, since MPCBis ~ Process

notan*“advisory body”, itdoes not Bioremediation, which was

have “the mandate toraiseadis-  mandated by the central govemn-

areeither recycled or treated arti-
ficially. Rock ore or mine waste are
alsoextracted during this process.

At Deonar, the BMC will be-
gin with a mechanised excava-
tionof the mountain of waste, af-
terwhichits components will be

disposed of through recycling or
atwaste treatment centres.

Acontractor will be decided
by June 12, and work will start
immediately, officials of the civic
body said.

Of the about 1.85 crore met-
ric tonnes (MT) of waste at the
dump, 48% is mainly construc-
tion debris, 41% is inert or plas-

ticwaste, and 10%is dry/ miscel-
laneous waste, according to BMC
data. Plastic waste and construc-
tiondebris take a very long time
to decompose.

Mammoth challenges

The task that BMC has identi-
fied for itself is gigantic.
Consider:

W To clean up just the legacy

Commissioner, SWM, said.

W Mumbai's famous monsoon
will be a challenge too.
“Bioremediation cannot take
place during the four months of
the monsoon every year. That
means a loss of 12 months in
three years, and a reduction of
the window of operation to 24
months,” Dighavkar said.

W Permissions from several de-

waste thatis ly there atthe

ill be needed before

dump in three years, BMC will
have to process at least 23,000
MT every day. This is almost four
times the amount of waste that
is generated in Mumbai on a
daily basis.

W In 2018, the BMC began clear-
ing 60 acres in Mulund where
waste had been dumped since
1968. According to official data,
around 47 lakh MT(67%)of the 70
lakh MT of solid waste has been
removed sofar,and 25 acres (42%)
have been reclaimed. The waste
at Deonar is almost three times
thatatMulund, and the area that
the BMC is seeking to reclaim is
four times that at Mulund.

W Once the bioremediation

work begins. The site, next to
Vashi Creek, is part of the Coastal
Regulation Zone (CRZ). There are
mangrove patches and nurseries
along the creek, over which the
environment department has
jurisdiction.

“We will need no-objection
certificates from the Mangrove
Cell, the state forest department,
the environment department,
and CRZ clearance. If the waste
falls in the creek, it will pollute
the water,” an official said.
MThereis also the cost. Clearing
the Mulund landfill has cost Rs
598 crore so far, at a rate of Rs
798 per tonne of waste. Clearing
Deonar will likely cost five times

process is complete, P

ing the residues will need at least
1,200 trucks to be deployed
every day, civic officials said.
“There isonlyone entry and exit
point at the Deonar landfill. The
landfillis close to Vashi Creek, so
we are exploring whether that
route can be used to transport
the waste,” Kiran Dighavkar,
BMC Deputy Municipal

Simpleey.io

more, “The i ture and
manpower that will be deployed
will be almost four times what
wasdeployedin Mulund,” anof-
ficial said.
mCivicofficials also said that the
effectiveness and speed of biore-
mediation will depend on a
range of factors including soil
composition, the nature of pol-
lutants, and the weather.
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Navakal « 16 May « Dharavi
Adani will be given the land of Deonar to be cleared! Tender of 2368 crores

8+ PG 112« Sgcm 55987 « AVE 273.62K « Cir Middle Center

Mumbai
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the article discusses the tender awarded to adani for cleaning deonar and plans for waste management in
dharavi, highlighting positive steps without mentioning any negative aspects.
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Maharashtra Times « 16 May « Dharavi
BJP-UBT clash over 'Deonar

1129404 - AVE 1.3M « Cir

Mumbai
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BJP's Ashish Shelar hit back at Aditya Thackeray’s criticism over the 2,368 crore Deonar cleanup,
questioning past Shiv Sena-led BMC decisions. He defended the project as essential for Dharavi
redevelopment, denying any Adani link. Shelar accused Sena of misusing funds earlier and delaying action
despite collecting user charges from citizens.
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38 News18 Lokmat (14)
1. = Newsl18 Lokmat 14
2. Pudhari News 9
3. 2% Zee 24 Taas 7
4. wi | okshahi Marathi 3
5. @ Jai Maharashtra 2
6. A ABP Majha 2

7. % TV9 Marathi 1
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Dharavi

Phews 18 News18 Lokmat
sl pharavi
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S 16-2025 F ri 09:13:47 57 L ragren Y- izl yd srorerean siofte ot et nf@a s an, snah aaaid 16 May
The Deonar dumping ground will be Deonar dumping ground site for
given as the location for the Dharavi Dharavi redevelopment project.
redevelopment project. The Uddhav
Sena has Opposed th Fresh & Fast « Marathi <+ 07:38 AM 16 May, 2025

Superfast 100 « Marathi « 09:13 AM 16 May, 2025

TV9 Marathi
Dharavi

Zee 24 Taas
Dharavi

L)

ot b . : [ )
15 2025 T :38:52 @ m i E 3 Py ewal o
05-15-202 hu‘ 21:38:52 jll{_- Al 1) : : w )

JOIN HEINRICH AND GET Camera 13
A WELCOME BONUS UP TO 65,000 INR

Mumbai's Deonar dumping ground is Municipal Corporation invites tenders
set for a 2,300 crore cleanup, aiming to to remove waste from Deonar landfill.
process 185 lakh tonnes of waste over

three years News Top 9 « Marathi « 07:44 PM 15 May, 2025

Top 50 ¢ Marathi -+ 09:38 PM 15 May, 2025
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Mumbai's Deonar Dumping Ground will
be cleared in three years through
bioremediation, removing 185 lakh
tonnes of waste from ...

Breaking News ¢ Marathi « 07:14 PM 15 May, 2025

: Jai Maharashtra
Dharavi

e o elerensla wed - nlkm ez,
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The government has requested 2,366
crores rupees to clean up the Deonar
dumping ground. Meanwhile,
politicians face accusatio...

News « Marathi « 04:29 PM 15 May, 2025

15 May, 2025 - 16 May, 2025
®)) zee24Taas
&g Dharavi
,‘l;fs HERaEs = j*i = V‘g
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Mumbai’'s Deonar dumping ground is
set for a 2,300 crore cleanup, aiming to
process 185 lakh tonnes of waste over
three years.

Top 50 ¢ Marathi «+ 06:39 PM 15 May, 2025

Lokshahi Marathi
Dharavi

‘t 52 : f?lﬁf ik ﬂ'ﬂﬁqﬂw_@ﬁm M'wm'

Ashish Shelar criticizes Thackeray's
Shiv Sena over new tenders, accusing
them of benefiting without completing
work while in...

Breaking News ¢ Marathi < 03:21 PM 15 May, 2025
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Dharavi
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Mumbai’'s Deonar dumping ground is
set for a 2,300 crore cleanup, aiming to
process 185 lakh tonnes of waste over
three years.

News ¢ Marathi < 01:35 PM 15 May, 2025

Zee 24 Taas
Dharavi

85-15-2625 Thu 13:29:31

’2 Bt ma‘i.
' l{BREAKING

aaAre iR amdswn
da-arndt 2,300 Hich
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pll 24

A 2,300 crore Rupees project aims to
clear 185 lakh tonnes of waste from the
Deonar dumping ground within three
years. Thein...

Breaking News ¢ Marathi » 01:29 PM 15 May, 2025

15 May, 2025 - 16 May, 2025

; Jai Maharashtra
Dharavi
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The government has requested 2,366
crores rupees to clean up the Deonar
dumping ground. Meanwhile,
politicians face accusatio...

News « Marathi « 01:35 PM 15 May, 2025

PNews 18 News18 Lokmat
damd  Dharavi

Fal
‘ elenaver

Myoremediation process on Deonar.
2,368 crores of funds to the contractor.

Top 18 ¢ Marathi < 01:19 PM 15 May, 2025
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Ashish Shelar criticizes Thackeray's
Shiv Sena over new tenders, accusing
them of benefiting without completing
work while in...

Breaking News ¢ Marathi « 0110 PM 15 May, 2025

Phews 16} News18 Lokmat
daxd  Dharavi

vﬂm |

15 May, 2025 - 16 May, 2025

Pudhari News
Dharavi

HEADLINES

> NEWS

Headline: Tender worth Rs 2300 crore
for Deonar cleanliness.

News ¢ Marathi < 10:54 AM 15 May, 2025

. Zee 24 Taas
Dharavi

Myoremediation process on Deonar.
2,368 crores of funds to the contractor.

news ¢ Marathi < 10:49 AM 15 May, 2025

Rs 2,300 crore approved for Deonar
waste.

News ¢ Marathi « 10:34 AM 15 May, 2025

Simpleey.io | Page 11 of 19



https://simpleey.io/

navbharat 15 May, 2025 - 16 May, 2025

Mega Developers

Pudhari News
Dharavi

Phews 18 News18 Lokmat
sl pharavi

» NEWS

2) 3685’%?%1?31’0‘" ﬁ
f\ﬁmﬁuh ST | ANTHA N oA wEmAwsi 2300 WA YRy
S 15 20625 Thu 10:33:46 o ;é?gFrgf}hhﬁfggs\l.vlurn-lq.-\mm‘:u.muununmuun 15 May
Myoremediation process on Deonar. Headline: Tender worth Rs 2300 crore
2,368 crores of funds to the contractor. for Deonar cleanliness.
news ¢ Marathi « 10:33 AM 15 May, 2025 News ¢ Marathi < 10:26 AM 15 May, 2025
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Headline: Tender worth Rs 2300 crore Myoremediation process on Deonar.
for Deonar cleanliness. 2,368 crores of funds to the contractor.
News ¢ Marathi « 09:54 AM 15 May, 2025 news ¢ Marathi « 09:50 AM 15 May, 2025
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The Deonar dumping ground will be
given as the location for the Dharavi
redevelopment project. The Uddhav
Sena has opposed th...

25 Minutes 50 News « Marathi « 09:45 AM 15 May, 2025

Zee 24 Taas
Dharavi

Rs 2,300 crore approved for Deonar
waste.

News ¢ Marathi « 09:28 AM 15 May, 2025

15 May, 2025 - 16 May, 2025

Phews 1) News18 Lokmat
dand Dharavi

A

.
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Myoremediation process on Deonar.
2,368 crores of funds to the contractor.

news ¢ Marathi « 09:33 AM 15 May, 2025

Pudhari News
Dharavi
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Headline: Tender worth Rs 2300 crore
for Deonar cleanliness.

News ¢ Marathi « 09:24 AM 15 May, 2025
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15 May, 2025 - 16 May, 2025

Phews 1) News18 Lokmat
dand Dharavi

Myoremediation process on Deonar.
2,368 crores of funds to the contractor.

news ¢ Marathi « 09:20 AM 15 May, 2025

f Pudhari News
. Dharavi

» NEWS
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Myoremediation process on Deonar.
2,368 crores of funds to the contractor.

news ¢ Marathi « 09:05 AM 15 May, 2025

PNews 18 News18 Lokmat
damd  Dharavi

2152025 Thu ©8:39:30

Headline: Tender worth Rs 2300 crore
for Deonar cleanliness.

News ¢ Marathi « 08:54 AM 15 May, 2025

Myoremediation process on Deonar.
2,368 crores of funds to the contractor.

news ¢ Marathi « 08:39 AM 15 May, 2025
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Headline: Tender worth Rs 2300 crore
for Deonar cleanliness.

News ¢ Marathi « 08:25 AM 15 May, 2025
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HEADLINES

» NEWS

AR FEBAATS! 2300 WYTE g
FoATand SIS IS wrwe sraterme ergarelten snfeontery dho arvorr=an v A @ 07 :55 AN

e

Headline: Tender worth Rs 2300 crore
for Deonar cleanliness.

News ¢ Marathi « 07:54 AM 15 May, 2025

15 May, 2025 - 16 May, 2025

Phews 1) News18 Lokmat
dand Dharavi

f
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o KT

Myoremediation process on Deonar.
2,368 crores of funds to the contractor.

news ¢ Marathi «+ 08:07 AM 15 May, 2025

PNews 18 News18 Lokmat
damd  Dharavi
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Myoremediation process on Deonar.
2,368 crores of funds to the contractor.

news ¢ Marathi « 07:33 AM 15 May, 2025
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Dharavi

Dharavi redevelopment project will
gain momentum. Contractors will be
appointed to remove waste. 185 lakh
tonnes of waste to ...

News ¢ Marathi « 07:30 AM 15 May, 2025

A ABP Majha
o Dharavi

Deonar dumping ground to be cleared
for Dharavi redevelopment

News ¢ Marathi « 07:07 AM 15 May, 2025

15 May, 2025 - 16 May, 2025

Phews 1) News18 Lokmat
dand Dharavi

Myoremediation process on Deonar.
2,368 crores of funds to the contractor.

news ¢ Marathi « 07:20 AM 15 May, 2025

PNews 18 News18 Lokmat
damd  Dharavi
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Myoremediation process on Deonar.
2,368 crores of funds to the contractor.

news ¢ Marathi « 06:57 AM 15 May, 2025
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Headline: Tender worth Rs 2300 crore
for Deonar cleanliness.

News ¢ Marathi « 06:53 AM 15 May, 2025

15 May, 2025 - 16 May, 2025

A ABP Majha
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Deonar dumping ground to be cleared
for Dharavi redevelopment

News ¢ Marathi « 06:06 AM 15 May, 2025
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& Online Coverage

Portal Name
Msn India

MSN Hindi
Hindustan Times
Indian Express
ABP Live

The Times of India

Navbharat Times - NBT

Education
Lokmat
Lokmat
Lokmat

Loksatta - Marathi
Newspaper

Divyabhaskar
Janta Se Rishta
Saamana
Saamana
HindusthanPost

HindusthanPost

My Mahanagar
The Rajkaran
Abhijeet Bharat
Mumbai Varta
Hotlinenews
Udaipur Kiran
Urban Acres

India 360 Report

15 May, 2025 - 16 May, 2025

Headline (Incorporated with URL)

Mumbai civic body"s Rs 2,368-crore tender to clear landfill for redevelopment

Mumbai Dharavi Project: gTeTelt a= it Hars it gz, Reaaddic # 7 de...

BMC floats ¥ 2,368-crore tender to clear Deonar landfill waste amid public scrut...
Why BMC's 3-year plan to clear Deonar landfill is easier said than done

Mumbai: gTeTaT qAtaTE % forT Taeme ST ar3e gR |7, BMC & 227 ...

BMC floats 2.4k cr tender to clear 185L tons of waste at Deonar, reclaim 110 hec.

Mumbai Dharavi Project: aTeTelt a= it Hars &t gz, Reaaddic # i de7...

AT =T A ¥, 4o o FIET T F5? HAT SATAT AATT AT A 2197

Mumbai: "Ta¥TsT e ST IT STALTS A FEITh glod..."; SATTAT AT STHeaT ...
TATY STERT=AT FAATETAN 2,3 0 0 HIET; AT AT Q<Y ATF 2T FAATIL ZIOTT ..

o e

AT FALTTHT FTE" FLOATHTST 23S AT G HgTaTiershag AfaaT, em...

=

Sl ¥silot useudl ald asizal sei: diRidl Riaquiez disysz g4l...

BMC ¥ Z3HT¥ Aehel o =< T OT%F F9 F (070 2,368 FIE €77 FT 28 AT,

T ATSeadie F92T geauaTaTSt 23 FET $e¥, 50 Y ATERHT ‘S, ..

TRTET TIRATITEAT TS HoaT= (0 ST ATl eMTaT a=7e AR AT=aT e,

Fraos, [rame =i avres; F=T FaAeasT BJP Mumbai STeaeti=m T HIumeaL?

Deonar Dumping Ground a% TTSTehTYOT qT9er; RIemeT= ArarT sfor F=r=1qe a1ge 1<

...
Ashish Shelar : Za9T¥ F2fier F=2T ZeFUATHTST 4,500 FIE=T == AT HT 2,368 ...

T =T aree AfEET yEromaen i ST snfeew FreRT FA=ATEv .
FAT AT 2T € Has & “FaeT 942”2

Mumbai Dharavi Project: 41214l o112l {o15<l 4854, HIz22 1l R, 9 9 ...

TFATE SO AT T AR, 2,368 FIE FT 2T ST
BMC initiates Deonar landfill cleanup project

AT TAAE ATATH & 70 ST ASTHe I 1% H & (70 STUHHT, EST HT 7.
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Reach

733.9M

733.9M

124.6M
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42.3M
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33.4M

10M

3.86M

1.2M

1.2M

293.7K

293.7K

158.1K

N/A

N/A
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