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Stop disinformation on Deonar dumping site

251.68K « Cir

‘Stop disinformation on
Deonar dumping site’

invitation
Rahul Ramesh
Shewale

he Dharavi
Redevelopment Project
(DRP) has been under

constant scrutiny. Questions
are raised how it will truly
transform the lives of over a
million Dharavikars, helping
them move out of their poor
living conditions. Opponents
of the project offer a fake nar-
rative, with inaccurate and
misleading portrayal of DRP’s
land allocation at the Deonar
dumping ground. These nar-
ratives overlook crucial facts
and misrepresent the intent
of the project’s stakeholders.

The Deonar land has been
allotted to DRP/SRA and
remains entirely under the
government’s  ownership.
Any development will strictly
follow established govern-
ment protocols. There are no
plans for any form of con-
struction on the Deonar site
until the entire dump is
cleared and cleaned up as per
all statutory requirements,
including  environmental,
structural, and safety clear-
ances. Being a government
entity, DRP and the project’s
Special Purpose Vehicle
(SPV) must follow all appli-
cable laws.

The Deonar site continues
to fall under the jurisdiction
of the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation
(BMC) till date. At present,
DRP/SRA, and the SPV have
no operational or adminis-
trative authority over the said
land. Also, land identified for
allocation to DRP/SRA is only
124 acres and not the inflated
figures. The reclamation of
landfill sites is neither
unprecedented nor experi-

mental,

Globally and within India,
several such projects have
been successfully executed
using scientifically approved
landfill mining and biomin-
ing techniques. The
Kumbakonam  dumpyard
project in Tamil Nadu, where
over 2 lakh metric tonnes of
waste was safely cleared,
stands as a proven example of
such transformation. There
are numerous other cases
where landfills have been
successfully and scientifically
biomined, including Mulund
dumpyard which is more
than 70% cleaned of dump
after biomining.

Moreover, the responsibil-
ity to biomine and clean the
Deonar site rests solely with
the BMC. Only upon scientific
clearance, environmental
certification, and a formal
handover of the sanitised
land will the government
evaluate its suitability for any
development.

No redevelopment dis-
cussions can proceed until
this process is complete. It’s
surprising that detractors
irresponsibly put out alarmist
statements  purely  on
assumptions that people will
be moved to an active landfill,
Do these people already
know about the SPV’s plans?

The DRP is a government

initiative, and no resident will
be relocated to any active
dump site unless it has been
fully evaluated, cleared, and
officially declared safe for
habitation by the competent
authorities.

Furthermore, the ongoing
eligibility survey is yet to
determine the total number
of beneficiaries, making the
quoted figures speculative at
best.

International destinations
like Singapore have impres-
sively turned old dumpyards
into vibrant, liveable areas.
Pulao Semakau, once a land-
fill, now supports marine life
and eco-visits. Lorong Halus,
a former waste site, has
become a scenic wetland that
helps clean water naturally.
These projects reflect careful
planning and a strong focus
on environmental renewal. It,
is therefore, not too difficult
to turn waste disposal sites
into vibrant ecosystems.

Spreading such misin-
formation risks creating
unnecessary fear and con-
fusion among residents of
Dharavi that this rehabilita-
tion project seeks to uplift.

(The writer is a senior
leader of Shiv Sena (Shinde)
and former MP whose
constituency included
Dharavi)
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Residents are afraid of the government in the name of development of Asia’s
largest slum Dharavi
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