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Free Press Journal « 30 Apr « Dharavi
Dharavi is playing with fire - literally

171+ Sgcm

135966 » AVE

Mumbai

Dharavi is playing
with fire — literally

FPJ News Service

MUMBAI

Scores of Dharavikars had a
lucky escape a month ago
when at least 20 cylinders
mounted on a stationary truck
exploded, leading to a massive
fire that raged for several
hours. The incident occurred
near Nature Park around
10pm, but those living in the
neighbourhood could return
home only past 2am. Salim
Agwan, whose house is located
barely 200 feet from the spot,
said it was a “miracle” that
nobody died.

Dharavi is no stranger to
man-made disasters. In May
2024, six people suffered burns
ina fire at a furniture manufac-
turing unit. Ever-growing
illegal structures, shanties built
with flammable material and
numerous units that store and
use gas cylinders are an open
invitation to disaster.

Adding to the woes are the
narrow alleys - where ¢ven
two people cannot walk side-
by-side - trash spillovers and
severe congestion. A senior
firefighter, who has been part
of rescue teams in Dharavi on
multiple occasions, said they
often have to climb the roofs of
shanties or use alternative
methods to reach the fire site.

A major fire in Dharavi in
February 2023, which gutted at
least 100 small garment fac-
tories, bakeries, godowns and
huts in Kamala Nagar and
Shahu Nagar, has become a
case study within the fire
department. Those affected
incurred losses of more than
Rs6 crore.

[ronically, the spot where
the fire erupted was very close

Deadly fires
February 1,2023

A 62-year-old woman was
killed in a fire that swept
through small cloth units

June 2023

3 people, including a
month-old boy, were
injured in a blaze at 7-
| storey Shama building on
| 90-ft Road; 8 were rescued

to the Dharavi fire station. Still,
firefighters found it so difficult
to navigate the congested area
that it took them another 10
hours to douse the flames.

The then chief fire officer
Sanjay Manjrekar, who moni-
tored the operations, had said,
“There was no road to reach
the spot and as a result, the
blaze intensified to level 37 He
added, "A couple of cylinders
also exploded, aggravating the
fire. Our men had to climb
roofs and douse the fire from
above”

Mohammad Naim, whose
rental accommodation in a
three-storey structure was
gutted, had undergone angio-
plasty a few days before the
incident. He ran out barefoot
with his family when the fire
started, his medical reports,
medicines and belongings
were lost in the blaze.

Such regular brushes with
tragedy are among the many
reasons why the ongoing rede-
velopment project in Dharavi is
expected to improve the
quality of life. As one senior
firefighter summed up, “We
pray and rush to the spot when
there is an emergency call in
Dharavi”
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Loksatta « 30 Apr « Dharavi
Dharavi' billboard finally in Mulund

1,12 PG 214 -« Sgcm 840012 - AVE 784.32K - Cir Bottom Right,Top Right

Mumbai
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Shiv Sena (UBT) and Mulund residents are opposing the Dharavi Rehabilitation Project’s shift to Mulund'’s
Salt Pan land. Leader Sagar Devre accused BJP leaders of betrayal after earlier promises. Tensions rise as
banners appear confirming the project, prompting legal action and a planned agitation led by Aditya
Thackeray.
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Navshakti « 30 Apr « Dharavi
Dharavikar under the shadow of the fire

3+ PG 63« Sgcm 12762 « AVE 419.55K « Cir Bottom Left
Mumbai
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Frequent fire accidents in Dharavi, fueled by illegal gas storage, flammable materials, and dense
settlements, have alarmed residents. A recent cylinder explosion near Nature Park reignited safety
concerns. Locals question whether the state government's redevelopment will finally break this dangerous
cycle and ensure safer living conditions for Dharavikars.
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Dharavi rehab in Mulund
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Middle Center

29 Apr, 2025 - 30 Apr, 2025

Mumbai Plus

Shiv Sena (UBT) and Mulund residents are opposing the Dharavi Rehabilitation Project’s shift to Mulund'’s
Salt Pan land. Leader Sagar Devre accused BJP leaders of betrayal after earlier promises. Tensions rise as
banners appear confirming the project, prompting legal action and a planned agitation led by Aditya

Thackeray.
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Prahar « 30 Apr « Dharavi
Dharavi Rehabilitation Authority waives MHADA rent
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The Dharavi Rehabilitation Authority (DRP) has shifted its office to Kings Circle without clearing pending rent
dues to MHADA, its former landlord. Despite multiple notices, MHADA hasn't received payment. The DRP had
occupied MHADA space for years at Rs 5 per sq. ft, leaving unpaid rent since September.
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Nav Rashtra « 30 Apr « Dharavi
Dharavi Rehabilitation Authority owes MHADA Rs 25 crore in rent

1« PG 76 « Sgcm 126214 « AVE 500.5K « Cir Middle Right Mumbai Plus

Mumbai
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The Dharavi Rehabilitation Authority (DRP) owes MHADA Rs 2 crore in unpaid rent for occupying a 7,000 sq.
ft. office at Rs 5 per sq. ft. monthly. Despite two notices, DRP has not responded. The office shifted to Kings
Circle after Diwali without clearing dues, prompting MHADA's recovery efforts.
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navbharat 29 Apr, 2025 - 30 Apr, 2025

Mega Developers

Z7INS

& Online Coverage

No Portal Name Headline (Incorporated with URL) Reach

1. Loksatta - Marathi ..U A A gTEE Feldh Hphel, ST STediehe o, TR Ty AT, . 33.4M
Newspaper

2. Saamana AT IR [TaHT HA S HENR=aT STHaT, F3hamsd Leareri=l =@... 1.2M

3. Navarashtra Eknath Shinde : “3TeT §as Fa= Fell, Hlaidl A=l (ASLT G Sedl”, THAT... 418.7K

4, The Mobi World Dharavi Is Playing With Fire — Literally: Frequent Blazes, Cylinder Explosions H... = N/A

5. OB News Dharavi Is Playing With Fire — Literally: Frequent Blazes, Cylinder Explosions H... = N/A
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