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HOW BOLLYWOOD BECAME INDIA'S CULTURAL
SUPERPOWER — AND WHY THE SOUTH IS NOW

STEALING THE SPOTLIGHT

in the USSR and China. Amitabh Baci

sood became a cultural lifeline for the Indian diaspora in cities like London and Toronto.

chan ruled screens

In the 1950s, Raj Kapoor
[from Egypt to Nigeria in the ‘80s,

Awaara’ captivated over 100 million viet
»hile Bolly

“Mard' (1985) was a sensa-
tion in Egypt.and
sold t-shirts with
for years. In Nigs
movies were weekend sta-
ples. Even today, older fans
in Egyptand Russiaremem-
berthe songsand characters
of Bollywood's golden age
withaffection.

The diaspora carried the
torch further. In London,
oronto, Dubai, and Dur-
ban, Bollywood offered
Indians abroad a taste of
home. By the 1990s, Shah
Rnkh Khan, Aishwarya
nd Hrithik Roshan
around stars like Rajesh  of Arjun Reddy (Telugu), were global icons. West-
Khannaand Amitabh Bach- ~and Vikram Vedha (2022) ~ ern curiosity grew: Bom-
chan, regional industries was adapted straight from  bay Dreams hit London’s
mirrored the model, build-  its Tamil namesake. West End, and ‘Lagaan’
ing their constellation of was nominated for an Os-
fan-driven stardom. Bolly- AN INDUSTRY car. Bollywood became a
wood, ineffect, set thegold  WITHOUT BORDERS  genre unto itself: vibrant,

weren't merely entert
ment. They were a religion.
Ina country as vast and di-
verse as India, Bollywood

g dream, of-

Baahubali Poster.

now, as the celluloid reels
spininto the 20205, there s
adramatic twist in the tale.

THE SOUTH RISES

What was once a one-way
current of influence from
Bollywood to the regional

indust »Ins(\ol\(-d into - standard. What does this mean for emotional, musical.
a dynamic exc TR Indian cinema? Inaword: I the 2010s. films like 3
f Raj Kaj 's ‘Awaa 1950. Sot : Reddit
b b s THE SOUTH uREAKs convergence. Idiots’ and ‘Dangal’ broke
ustice, and re- | THECEILIN Theindustry isnolonger  into non-traditional mar-
(Tolly hoed the frus- The turni in fragmented by language kets." rned over
wood) and Tamil (Kolly- irati an the 2010s. S or geography. Today, film-  $190 million in Chinaalone.

long considered  makers collaborate across ~Its message of gender em-
“regional,” decided tostop  regions. Bollywood ac-  powerment and perso
,‘h ing second fiddle. With  tors appear in Tamil films: _ triumph crossed language
ger budgets, bolder Telugu producers finance  barriers. In Japan, Muthu'

wood) — are no longer  Indiain flux. spectacles, recog-
following in Bollywood’s Regional industries took Ill?l!\}:ﬂlﬂl ‘mass appeal. In
shadow. They :\r\"(‘ﬂm;.(lx' notice. Rem: of Hindi  Maharashtra and Bengal,
pace, command too, mainstream filmmak-

[

ence.andshaging e future ersoften mirrored the Bolly- Hindi releases. Directors  (starring Rajinikanth) and
of Indian cinema. wood formula: melodrama, Shankar are pan-Indi- ‘Dil ¢’ (with Shah Rukh

2 romance, a dash of comedy, he game. anby design. Thelineshave ~ Khan) gained cult status.
THE GOLDEN ERA alam, sometimes becom-  and a climactic family re- ‘Baahubali: The Begin-  blurred. Bollywood had officially
OF BOLLYWOOD ing career-defining hits  union. N ning’ (2015)and its sequel  Cinematically too, the  goneglobal.
INFLUENCE for actors in those regions. s “Baahubali 2: The Conclu-  convergence is exciting.  Butheretoo, the Southern
Bollywood's domi stardom A SHARED sion” (2017) weren't just

Southern films brought  wave followed. RRR wasn't
gh-octane action and  just a national success. It
rooted i 2 wasap he
jamouli, thw'lrluxll dan. tonal mainstream, Bolly-  Westembraced it with visa
guage epics brought myth,  wood, in turn, contributed  enthusiasm, drawn by its
fantasy, and heroi polish, global appeal, and
scale unseen The result isa m
new Indian cinema that is alsand award
bolder, and more  shows, it stood shoulder-
a before.  to-shoulder with global
gional industry could e synergy has  cinema giants. The narrative
atch Bollywood  also impacted audience ex-  had changed: Bollywood
pectations. Viewers now  no longer held India’s only
‘The floodgates opened.  crave spectacle — not just  passport (o the world.
1 apter I'(Kanna-  emotionally driven drama.

movies — they we

Fromthe  inTamil ci STORYTELLING
1950s through the 1990s. it to this era, with his perfor-  CULTURE
served as both a mirror of  mances in ‘Billa’ (aremake By the 1990s, Bollywood
Indian societyandamould  of Don)and Thee'(aremake had perfected its formula
ing it. The Golden Age  of ‘Deewar’) cementing his  for famil
brought socially resonant tainment.
films like "Mother India’ Aapke Hain Koun..!" and
and ‘Pyaasa’, whose stories “Dilwale Dulhania Le Ja
of poverty, patriotism,and  grammar was also conta- enge’ became cultural
poetic despair struck deep  gious. Songs weren't just  events, not just films. Wed- CRT
chords. The 70s and '80s i ereemo-  dings weren't complete =
introduced the anti-hero  tional punctuation marks.  without referencing these ﬂuz.:(.m“a%m 3
and the Angry Young Man'  The trend of elaborate  films; fashion was dictated
i by what Madhuri or Kajol

e spec-

the highest-grossing Indian

Javed, who penned films d - wore on sereen. And these P Nirupa Roy. da) and ‘Pushpa: The Rise’ ~ Films like ‘Pathaan’ and  THE NEW EPIC
like ‘Deewar’, ‘Sholay’, and ergy item numbers  weren'tjust Hi = (19851. IMDD (Telugu)became household  *Brahmastra’ show Bol-  Today, Indian cinema is
“Don’ These narratives of ~ quickly spread to other n-  phenomena. contexts. The South Indian  While the primary flow of  names across India. 'RRR"  Iywood responding to the  in the middle of its most

m Aapke Hain Koun.

whi inspiration was still north- ~(2022), another Rajamouli  challenge with high-concept  exciting chapter yet. Bol-
was dubbed into Telugu mythologies and so- to-south, the seeds of mu-  magnum opus, became a  storytellingand visual wiz-  lywi ains power-
and ran for over 200 days  cial issues, began w tualinfluence weresown.  global sensation, winning  ardry. But it’s not always  ful, but it is no longer the
in Andhra Pradesh —a  Bollywood:style narra rechnically, Bollywood for Best ()rvguml casy. Where ‘Baahubali'  singular voice of Indian

. some Bollywood  but in collaboration. And
(Thugs ~ together, they are crafting
‘Shamshe:

staggering feat that demon- also led the way. When it tu Nag and ‘RRR succeeded with  storytelling. The Sou
strated the magnetic pull of itioned to color, or  receiving standing ova- icti ing  risen, not in
Bollywood across embraced multi-location tions in American theatres.  muscl

difilms, b

s like ‘Golmaal’  shoots, other industries
(1979)became “ThilluMully' ~ followed. When the PR \um. united Indian au-  of Hindosta
(1981)in Tamil. Butincreas-  machine of Bollywood be- cesinaway Bollywood  fell flat. The message s clea
o ingly gan cultivating fan clubs  oncedid. scale alone isn't enough —  Audiences ha
mance to their cultural _ganinflaencingBollywood. _ and mass merchandising  The mumbers tell the  sory andsoulmatter: smarter, bolde

story. In 2022, Bollywood G
accounted for only 33% of THE WORLD IS
domestic boxofficerevenue.  WATCHING
Telugu and Tamil films, Bollywood’s international  with impact. And film-
combined, took 36%. This journe hc;nvllunxleon ‘makers — from Mumbai to
was unthinkable a decade ~ th rising to the
ago.

And the North took notice
Hindi-speaking audiences,

lines. Regional filmmak-
ers took note, adapting the

a cinema that is rich, di-

and more

The interval is over. The
the USSR. Hisfilm Awaara'  second half has begun.
ax? It's any
But one thing
n: Indian cinema is
no longer just Bollywood.
It is a chorus of many

long loyal to Bollywood,  drewover100million view-  And the ¢
now thronged theatres rur

cross the Soviet Union  one’s gu

ers.
and China. Its themes of

films. South Indian heroes
lu Arjun, Yash, and

Just look at what all | pos
And what do you have? Jr. NTR became national  cal boundaries. voices, singing together in

icons. The roles reversed.  In the Middle East and  spectacular harmony on
Bollywood began remak-  Africa, Amitabh Bach- the world stage.

The Hindi comedy ‘Golmaat (1979 was remade in Tamil as y ing Southern hits — Kabir ~ chan's films lit up screens
“Thillu Mully’ (1981] brother played by Shashi Kapoor. Singh (2019) was a remake  from Cairo to Casablanca.  Compiled by Ruchira Talapatra

L T v P —

“The Brothers’ (1979) Chinese film was a remake of ‘Deewar, stars Tony Liu as Amitabh
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Dainik Bhaskar « 03 Apr « Hrithik Roshan
Tiger vs Pathan' may release in 2027
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& Online Coverage

Portal Name
Msn India

Msn India

MSN Hindi

Msn India

Aaj Tak News
News18

Hindustan Times

Ndtv

Indian Express
Dainik Bhaskar

The Times of India

The Times of India

The Times of India
AHT IATAT (Amar ujala)
Ndtv

Ndtv

News18

Times Now News

Zee News Hindi
The Economic Times

DNA India

Dailyhunt

02 Apr, 2025 - 03 Apr, 2025

Headline (Incorporated with URL)
Actor Sorab Bedi"s opens up about his fitness mantra; says, “l want a body like...

After Stree 2, Shraddha Kapoor teams up with Tumbbad director? Netizens are di
Vi...

FTgae" 21 Sl = et % ¥ 39 e § off @ gu F ST w0

From Rekha Jhunjhunwala"s mansion in Malabar Hill to Shah Rukh Khan"s Mann
ati...

Fefas A &1 "FT 4" H A9 Aoy i [ier $iw Ay wagr? v g ==t
Sharvari Is ‘March"ing into April" With Blessings From Arjun Kapoor

After Stree 2, Shraddha Kapoor teams up with Tumbbad director? Netizens are di
Vi...

Fighter Star Akshay Oberoi Learns Kannada As He Joins South Superstar Yash's
To...

‘Locked himself in the bathroom...": Rakesh Roshan on Hrithik's silent battle with...

ETEET Y TTZH o 9 o g AT H1S T 797 g5

6 biggest Bollywood sequels of 2025: The most-anticipated releases to watch
out ...

The changing face of Bollywood: From classic cinema to modern blockbusters

7 lconic hairstyles of Bollywood actors to try

Actors: THTH & oo ATHUF T A FATHR o a4 oqr F =y frar w1, gg ..

T AtATE F T 5 IIEET a9 G@ETe faee, atF Aifha 9% g2 Arer 6l arreer
T 7 AEHIAF (hewt ol [oiee w2 ATged 7 AT G& & 930 97 Foglel, 9av...
FIAGS THFLH T Taaed| aaaqardr 14, AEaH § g47 faar g, o+ 9f=a ...

Ronit Roy Says "My Alcoholism Started Out Of Frustration", Reveals He Opened
S...

T g3l | 2EHT A "gar § Fewre, S "R e ax dsniae
Actor who worked with Hrithik Roshan and Jr NTR says his "life went into gutter...

Meet actor who went out of work after 2 blockbusters, had no money to pay rent, .

Shah Rukh Khan"s iconic films reimagined with a Studio Ghibli Twist: A whimsica.
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64.4M

64.4M

64.4M

63.8M

50.6M

50.6M

43.6M

35.4M

31.9M

28.7M
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