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Fame's afterparty:
Who slays, who stays?

ast week, 20-year-old Mumbai resident Deepak Gupta
L broke the internet with his “transformation” story. From

a boy in a plain white tee posing awkwardly in front of the
Gateway of India, Gupta morphed into a sleek-cheeked model
owning Paris catwalks, showcasing for global brands like Louis
Vuitton, Burberry and Emporio Armani. As a teenager, Gupta
was “repeatedly rejected” and was told that he would “never be
a Louis Vuitton model.”

Gupta’s tale of perseverance and self-belief resonated all
over. Hrithik Roshan and Nar-
gis Fakhri took notice.

We all love a success story.
And there's more than a few
stories similar to Gupta’s -
that of 60-year-old daily wage-
earning labourer Mammikka
from Kozhikode, or 14-year-old
Maleesha Kharwa from a
Mumbai slum. Kharwa, “dis-
covered” by Hollywood actor
Robert Hoffman, became the
face of luxury beauty brand
Forest Essentials’ Yuvati col-
lection in 2023. Mammikka
shot to fame in 2022 with a sin-
gle shoot by photographer
Shareek Vayalil, trading
his faded lungi for a suave suit and tie.

The real hero in such stories is the transformative
power of media in providing new opportunities, regardless
of age or background. In a country still obsessed with beauty
standards largely dictated by film stars, such instances are
also proof that stereotypes can be smashed from time to time.

There is, however, a different concern. A journey from the
slums to dazzling runways, modelling for global brands has
its romance - but what happens next?

No one remembers Unmesh Gunjal or Arman Rathod - the
first generation of Indian Tiktok stars with over a million fol-
lowers. Their “career” ended with the ban of the platform.
Ranu Mandal, who was the toast of the nation with her un-
trained voice hitting all the right notes, now lives a life of
penury.

Thriving in a fiercely competitive industry demands more
than a viral moment. Lasting transformation requires a solid
plan, an ecosystem of mentors, financial literacy, and adapta-
bility in an ever-changing landscape.

For every Deepak Gupta who makes it, there are others left
navigating the aftershocks of fleeting stardom. The real chal-
lenge isn't getting discovered - it’s staying relevant in an in-
dustry that constantly looks for the next big thing.

For now, it may well be Kumbh'’s Monalisa Bhosle,
who's on her way to making a Bollywood debut after her tryst
with ‘viral’ fame.

Qthedoopakguptal

L Agree? Disagree? Write to us with your name and city ot: povidtimesofindia.com
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‘I never take my
work for granted’

Pooja Hegde

on her career
trajectory and

‘ wanting to

- smake:t big in

== B-Town

ooja Hegde, who has been a

part of successful movies in

Telugu and Tamil cinema,

started 2025 with Deva. Talk-
ing about making a breakthrough
in Bollywood, the actress, who
made her Hindi film debut with the
Hrithik Roshan-starrer Mohenjo
Daro in 2016, says, “Who doesn't
want to make it big in Bollywood?
Which actor has ever said ‘no’ to
this? One definitely wants to suc-
ceed, and you never know when a
film will come along and change
things for you.”

Pooja, who is originally from
Mumbai, appreciates how welcom-
ing South filmmakers have been
towards her. She says, “When
you're not from the industry, it’s
not just about whether the audi-
ence gives you a chance, but
whether the industry does, Every
film becomes crucial because I
don’t have someone producing
films for me or reassuring me that
even if one doesn’t work out,
they’ll make the next one for me.

You get fewer opportunities. I've
built my career by constantly hus-
tling. It’s been an upward journey,
and every film has been vital for
me. Every film can make or break
you, and you need to push through
if it doesn’t work out to secure your
next project. So, I never take my
work for granted.”

Pooja hopes for more opportu-
nities in Bollywood. She reflects, “I
grew up watching Bollywood films,
50 the decisions | make regarding
Hindi movies are very emotional
for me, I'm thrilled that some of
my South films have crossed
boundaries and reached the Hindi
audience. Now, [ want to do more
Hindi films and strike a balance.”

The actress, who will next be
seen in the Tamil film Retro with
Suriya, believes that it is important
for actors to be open to the projects
that come their way, irrespective of
the language. “You never know
who's watching you and sees some-
thing unique in you,” she says.

-Onkar Kulkarni, ETimes
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STAR KIDS

START AS ADs;,
THEN BECOME
LEAD ACTORS!

Ibrahim Ali Khan continues the
long-standing tradition of film family
debutants starting behind the camera

\brahim Ali Khan

KAKOLI MUKHERJEE
THE ASIAN AGE

W‘ Before stepping into the
limelight, many Bollywood
star Kkids first find them-

selves behind the lens, learning the

ropes as assistant directors (ADs).

Ibrahim Ali Khan, whose debut

film Nadaaniyan releases on March

7, took this route, working as an AD

on Karan Johar's Rocky Aur Rani

Kii Prem Kahaani. Similarly, Veer

Pahariya, who recently made his

debut with Sky Force, was an AD

on Bhediya. His mother, Smruti

Shinde, is a well-known TV produc-

er.

Despite Bollywood’s evolving
landscape, this pattern remains
constant — newcomers with indus-
try connections often begin by
assisting on film sets before mak-
ing their acting debut. This trend
has long been a rite of pas-
sage, seen in actors like
Varun Dhawan (My Name
is Khan), Arjun Kapoor
(Kal Ho Naa Ho), and even
Vicky Kaushal, who
worked under Anurag 8
Kashyap on Gangs of =
Wasseypur before finding
his own footing. Kaushal’s
father, Sham Kaushal, is a
renowned action direc-
tor, further cement-
ing the industry ties
that often ease the
transition.

The legacy goes
back even further
Hrithik Roshan,
now shooting

Veer Pahariya

for War 2, assisted his

father Rakesh Roshan on

Khudgarz, Karan Arjun,

and Koyla before making

his spectacular debut with
Kaho Na Pyaar Hai.
Ranbir Kapoor also fol-
lowed this trajectory, work-
ing as an AD on Black
before his acting debut in
Saawariya.

Beyond learning the craft,
this behind-the-scenes expe-
rience helps these young
actors build industry rela-
tionships that prove invalu-
able when they step in front
of the camera. However, not
all ADs come from film fami-
lies. Sidharth Malhotra, for
instance, worked as an AD on
My Name is Khan before his
acting career took off, despite
having no industry lineage.
Interestingly, some star
kids have chosen to
break away from this
tradition altogether.

Aryan Khan, son of
Shah Rukh Khan,
! bypassed the acting

route entirely, opting
instead to make his mark
as a full-time director.
While the industry
continues to
change, the AD-
to-actor pipeline
remains a well-
trodden path
especially for
those with the
right connec-
tions.

Hrithik Roshan
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Marvel Avengers Doomsday concept art: From new Black Panther to village of Hu
Iks...

Mika Singh Gifts Rs 50 Lakh Diamond Ring To THESE 3 Bollywood Stars; Reveal
s Fun...

When Kiara Advani spoke about having twins, what qualities of Kareena Kapoor s
he...

Numerologist predicts baby boy for Kiara Advani and Sidharth Malhotra as the co
u...

Tiger Shroff Rushes To Check On Stuntman After Pushing Him Across Glass Wall
For...

"Ab koi doosri pareshani mol lunga": Javed Akhtar reveals his plan after Kanga...

When Kiara Advani spoke about having twins, what qualities of Kareena Kapoor s
he...

Parents-To-Be Kiara Advani And Sidharth Malhotra Make First Public Appearance
To...

T @35: AT AT | O T=9: T2 % 978 FUAT F g AT, [hed...
AR § AfxE AT I G TqH 5T

Ashutosh Gowariker shows off his dance moves as he performs Mitwa from Laga
an at...

Exclusive: Pooja Hegde on wanting to make it big in Bollywood! Says she doesn"t

Soon to be mom Kiara Advani desires THESE qualities of Kareena Kapoor Khan i
n he...
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"o HTES" ATHAEAT ST HeTeaTT TSl sistell svs; Fgumedt, "Jedl F9, M. ..
Javed Akhtar ‘not happy" after defamation settlement with Kangana Ranaut? Lyric
Lagaan Director Ashutosh Gowariker Dance His Heart Out At Son Konark"s Sang
eet ...

Ashutosh Gowariker"s Son Konark Ties Knot With Niyati Kanakia; Aamir-Kiran, G
en...

Javed Akhtar Quips "Ab Koi Doosri Pareshani Mol Lunga" After Resolving Legal
D...
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"Ab Koi Nayi Pareshani...": Javed Akhtar Quips About New Challenges After Endi.

Javed Akhtar shares about next move after Kangana Ranaut"s apology, says ‘l mi
g...

Ty wrerer o g Ao =T a9, U F Ugel STAVEEH i ATEEe Hd. ..
Jackie Shroff & @T& siaTs § &7 Tiger Shroff T ST FT T&Ts, ATH=AT F 9.

Bollywood"s Blockbuster 2025: ZNMD 2 speculations and the most awaited seque
Is ...

We asked Al which Indian actors would be best suitable is Game of Throne is rem
a...

Why fans desperately want a sequel to Zindagi Na Milegi Dobara

Hrithik Roshan, Abhay Deol, and Farhan Akhtar"s reunion sparks Zindagi Na Mile
g...

Tiger Shroff Turns 35: Why The Actor Is Named Tiger? Best Movies, Songs, And
Rel...

Zoya Akhtar gets a gesture? Speculation of the sequel of ‘Zindagi Na Milegi Doba.

Hrithik Roshan, Abhay Deol and Farhan Akhtar reunite, hinting ZNMD sequel
Watch! Kiara gives in elegant maternal apparel as she jets off with Sidharth

"Dabba Cartel" Star Anjali Anand Slams ‘Plus-Sized" Label: Questions Why Male.

"Tiger" s childhood was spent in financial crisis: after his debut, comparison...
‘| never take my work for granted’
Zindagi Na Milegi Dobara will be released second part! Seeing this post, fans in...

Ashutosh Gowariker shows off his dance moves as he performs Mitwa from Laga
an at...

Mom-to-be Kiara Advani"s pregnancy weight gain wow fans; Sidharth Malhotra bl
us...

Mom-to-be Kiara Advani"s pregnancy weight gain wow fans; Sidharth Malhotra bl
us...

Gowariker shows off his dance moves on Mitwa son"s sangeet
T @35, AT (T H T[T =257 F 7% BT & qoqT; e wat...
21 AT | TqAT F5d TAT g Hre et AT 2 T S 1w, 55 97 % UFe A Q.

TS5~ 0 ok 88’ 30’ ansT S 5T & et — ¢ S8 8 e 95 5w
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Happy Birthday: 2T=3T &1% & 979 & T § AoaIT FgHT, STeHfad T2 ST o9
Mom-to-be Kiara Advani serves in her stylish maternity outfit as she jets off wi...

500 Crore Milestone: Big Insult to Aamir & Salman?

HATET 8 | HET F A F o aT& ST AEq< FT TgelT (LUFF-FHLT T
Here Are All Images From Our Cover Shoot With Hrithik Roshan

Parents-To-Be Kiara Advani And Sidharth Malhotra Make First Public Appearance
To...

Zindagi Na Milegi Dobara =T f¥=fisT ST 8T 9Te! =9 9 7 o & 7 71,
WRIRDTS TNT0 DE,,6TT: WBRE,0 380 Factd Sw. Bemmoo!

‘Dabba Cartel" Star Anjali Anand Slams ‘Plus-Sized" Label: Questions Why Male .
Soon to be mom Kiara Advani desires THESE qualities of Kareena Kapoor Khan i
n he...

Soon to be mom Kiara Advani desires THESE qualities of Kareena Kapoor Khan i
n he...

ST e o T 9TeS UFH & €7 H g9 9¢ 7497 v
T @35, ST T | IO a=q7:354 6 a8 BT § qaqT; hed wl...
Kiara desires THESE qualities of Kareena in her daughter

Friendship, passion and suspense are full of ‘Humsaj the Musical", know when an

STeg &1 AT FhaeT sreaT sty St § FET FYT @ F T IO AT ToT T

Soon to be mom Kiara Advani desires THESE qualities of Kareena Kapoor Khan i
n he...

Kiara Advani"s Twin Wish: A Bollywood Baby Story

T @35: AT AT | O T=9: T % a18 HUAT H g AT, [hed...
“I Got A Lot Of Flack For It,” Says Sooraj Barjatya

Fwre o T FYT 37 T AT TGl P - A

Hrithik Roshan, Farhan Akhtar and Abhay Deol reunite for exciting new project: “..

Gujarat"s Rockstar Binny Sharma Drops Romantic Single It"'s You

Hrithik Roshan Channels His Greek God Energy In Pristine lvory Rohit Bal Ensem
bl...

Dabba Cartel Fame Anjali Anand said when called "Plus Size Female" actor
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