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From God’s Own Country, a Carpet for the Demigods of Fashion

In three of the last four years, a Cherthala-based co has supplied a wall-to-wall carpet for the Met Gala held in New York City

Nidheesh MK

Kochi: On the wooden floors of
centuries-old synagogues in Fort
Kochiand beneath the feet of Shah
Rukh Khan and Rihanna at this
week's Met Gala lles an unlikely
connection: carpets crafted ina
small coastal town that most Indians
probably wouldn't locate on a map

For the third time in four years,
Neyttby Extraweave, a sustainable
rug company based out of Chertha-
lain Kerala's Alappuzha district,
hassupplied the sprawling wall-to-
wall carpet for fashion’s most
photographed event.

Atatime when many traditional
crafts struggle to find their place in
the modern economy, this Kerala.
based company has pulled off the
textile equivalent of landingon the
moon. Their Made-in-Cherthala
carpet, stretching across 63,000

square feet of the Metropolitan
Museumof Art’'sentrance, has
become the literal foundation for
fashion's most exclusive night, a
striking reversal for an industry
struggling with obsolescence,

The rags-to-riches story is partic-

ularly startling in Cherthala.a
town in Alappuzha district where

itstraditional weaving was once
sought after globally but has now
almost faded into obscurity Alap-
puzha is known as the “Venice of
the East”™ for its network of trade-
facilitating canals, Colr production
in Alappuzha dates back to 1859,
when James Darragh, an Irish-
American entreprencur, establish-

od India’s first coir factory here.
Thearea later gained geographical
indication status for “Alleppey
Coir”™ in 2007, though few outside
the industry took notice.
Neytt'sorigin story represents the
unlikely revivalof thesector. In
2019, after returning from Boston
withan MBA, Sivan Santhosh and
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hisartist wife Nimisha Srinivas
established Neytt as a premium
brand under the Extraweave um-
brella, The startup has rapidly
transformed into a 2120-crore
business and a global sensation,
but its roots trace back more thana
century through Sivan's family.

Santhosh’s greatgrandfather. K
Velayudhan, established the Tra-
vancore Mats and Matting Company
in 1917, beginning a legacy that has
supplied foor coverings to some of
the world's most prestigious address-
es, from Camp David to Saudi Ara-
bian palaces, and global retailers like
IKEA for over 70 years, quietly ex-
porting Kerala craftsmanship while
few took notice.

“We have been in the business for
more than a hundred years,” San-
thosh explains, “But we wanted to
change the narrative.”

Reviving Traditional Craft»» 10
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“These traditional crafts decli-
ned partly because the jobs
didn’t pay well, but also because
they lacked prestige.” says San-
thosh. “Young people want work
that offers both better income
and social recognition,”

Kannan KU, research and de-
velopment manager at Neytt, is
anexample. A degree incompu-
ter sclence and an MBA were
supposed to be his ticket away
from the coir spinning his mot-
her once did. Yet, on Wednes-
day, he was beaming with pride
while installing a handerafted
rug at a Fort Kochl synagogue,
Like most of his colleagues
back at Neytt's factory. he wat-
ched inamazement astheir cre-
ation became the most photog-
raphed surface in global fas.
hion this week,

“My family and friends all as-
ked —Isthisreally the company
where you work?” Kannan re-
calls with a laugh. His college
classmates, whoare stuck at ex-
ecutive positions while he is
donning a managerial role at
Neytt, were stunned, asking,
“Oh, you're working at such a
big company?” The bonus: the
factory is just five minutes
away from his home.

In 2022, when Neytt first
supplied the Met Gala carpet,

things were pretty quiet—"no-
body knew such rugs were co-
ming from Kerala,” says Kan-
nan. By 2023, Neyttannounced
their contribution on social
media, and watched in asto-
nishment as their posts
received four million views,

This year, it has exploded into
an even bigger social media
phenomenon, with millions of
viewsacross Instagram and fas-
hion platforms like Diet Sabya

transforming

— ananclent craft
The 900 intoa viral sen-
employees~  sation and put-
withdecades  ting Cherthala
of weaving on the global
experience, design map.

nearly hatf Suddenly,

women-are with the likes

no longer of Kerala
industries mi-
nister P Rajeev
but celebrities congratulating

them on social
media, the 900 employees, who
have decades of experience in
traditional weaving techniques
in the 15-acre factory with near-
1y half of them women, are no
longer just anonymous crafts
people; they've become celebri-
ties in their communities.

“We wouldn't have touched
this success without the exper-
tise of the skilled workers,"” sa.
ys Santhosh. He explains the

manufacturing process behind
the Met Gala carpet, which
borderson obsessive.

It starts with importing sisal fi-
ber from Madagascar—“that's
where you get the best quality,
the whitest and longest fner”
Santhosh explains—then spen-
ding months hand-sorting, dye-
ing, spinning and weaving.

Quality inspections occur at
every stage, as “any defect in
even a small quantity will show
in streaks™ The carpet must
withstand “the pressure of a lot
of ccelebrities” heels walkingon it
invarious outfits,” making dura-
bility as important as aesthetics.

Bevond the foreign market, Ne-
yit's workers have quickly car-
vl out its own prestige market
within India with clients like
Soho House Mumbai and Bolly-
wood celebrities, including
Hrithik Roshan and Shraddha
Kapoor. “Our workers are pro-
ud,” Santhosh says. "Certainly
it gives them bragging rights
within the community™

Those bragging rights now ex-
tend from Cherthala’s narrow la-
nes, which once wove ropes for
ships but now carries the weight
of the world's most watched run-
way While fashion writers
worldwide analyse every celebr-
ty outfit from the gala, in Chert
hala, the artisan workers are
watchingevery step.
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Want to watch movies based
on Indian heroics? Here are
some B'wood gems to revisit

e .., MR
S e MUSKURALO

N by
Dharmendraas brothers Rajanand NS ARAMBES TS

Ram,respectively, deployed tofight
inWorld War L. When one of the

BORDER (1997]

)
irector JP Dutta's blockbuster Border s easily a ult classic when it

comes ge: |
Suniel Shetty, Jackie Shroff and Akshaye Khanna, the film follows

Idian AirForce the next morning,

KAR
CHALEHUM
FIDA HAQEEQAT (1964)
PR i A Dicector Chetan Anand's war drama features
martyrdom, wr‘_“i“ m‘{ Dharmendra s Captain Bahadur Singh, whose
o e Pl smal patoon of soldiers i fghting i the Sino-
ST LNRA indian War of 1962. Presumed dead in Ladakh,
atriotism—it PR tribals come to heirrescue, The assic also
EAIPEELLIEAY features actors Priva Rajvansh, Viay Anand and
S saniay Khan

JAIHIND
Kl $ENA‘h
pulsing with
adrenaline and pride.
Jai Hind Ki
Shusk}aah
ttle an'
ba(e\zumesm
indian arme

.

URI: THE SURGICAL STRIKE (2019)
This film cinematises the very real story of India’s
retaliation tothe 2016 Uri attack. It was this project
that catapulted actor Vicky Kaushal into the coveted

2021)
a5 1 D
strike on Pakistani territory. movie — G , who forfeit , as his duties
Th
usTRATON: 9
Ao s1oox
LOCKARGIL (2003)

Alsoa JP Dutta dlassic this film
follows soldiersof the Indian
Armyas they try tolocate their
patrol officers after learning that
Pakistani troops e crossing the.
Line of Control — abattle
ensues. Thefilm stars Ajay

ty and Rani Mukerj, among
others.

KA|
a;‘;'::""“m"d gem js
battle sTItY ~ not just ;

e bbu! in spir, wm:'
wg. eats and yis

LAKSHYA (2004)

Directed by Farhan Akhtar, the Hrithik Roshan-led film
makes for a very poignant tale of an aimless young boy,
whose life stands transformed after he joins the Indian

y SAM BAHADUR (2023)

y
Manekshaw, India's first Field Marshal, and follows hs fe of service in
thendian Army, spanning over 4 decades and 5 wars.

is bt soon find

arc. The ik also stars Preity Zinta.

,» Moresongsthatcapturethe courage,
sacrifice and spirit of the nation
- AE MERE WATAN KE LOGON - LATA MANGESHKAR (1963)
3 MERA RANG DE BASANTI CHOLA - SHAHERD (965)
DIL DIYA HAI JAAN BHI DENGE - KARMA (1986)
(I'A”A')ATUJHHE SALAAM (VANDE MATARAM) - AR RAHMAN

Ay
-

DESH MERE - THE LEGEND OF BHAGAT SINGH (2002)

TERI MITTI - KESARI 2019)
LEHRA DO - '83 202)

Top Left HT City
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CJ Desk

llu Arjun was in Mum-
bai a few days ago to at-
tend WAVES 2025. A
picture of him with
Aamir Khan has gone
viral on social media, and netizens
are wondering whether the Bolly-
wood star and the Icon star are
all set to collaborate for a pro-
jeet. A netizen tweeted. "Guest

251.68K « Cir

Top Left

Arjun-Aamir
collaboration?

appearance in #AA2277" Another
netizen thought that maybe Allu
Arjun met Aamir for the latter’s pro-
ject Mahabharat, he tweeted, “Ma-
habharat gurunchi anukunta (1 think
about the Mahabharata)”

One more X user wrote, “What is
cooking between Tollywood Ieon
Star #AlluArjun and bollywood star
#AamirKhan as both met at Aamir
residence.. Any collaboration on
cards? What do you think?”

Aamir’s ambitious project Mahabharat

few days ago, in an interview with The Hollywood

Reporter India, when Aamir was asked about his
ambition, the 60-year-old actor said, “I always believe in
stories and | have always loved stories. So, my ambition is
to continue to tell stories which touch our hearts. The one
other ambition that | have which | am hoping to start
work on this year, is working on the Mahabharat. That's
2 one of my biggest ambitions. So, fingers crossed,
hoping to start this year. It will take a while because
just the writing process will take a few years.”

Aamir’s tamil debut

amir is all set to make his Tamil debut with the

film Coolie. The movie stars Rajinikanth in the
lead role and has Aamir has a cameo in the movie.
Directed by Lokesh Kanagaraj, it also features
Nagarjuna, Upendra, Soubin Shahir, Sathyaraj,
and Shruti Haasan. The movie is slated to release
on August 14, 2025. It will clash with Hrithik
Roshan, Jr NTR, and Kiara Advani starrer War 2.
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Headline (Incorporated with URL)

Hrithik Roshan, Jr NTR "Confident" About War 2; Edit Work In Progress: Report
T &1 TS foc] Ao{ STAT GALEETE TET a SITaT 2. Aretige aTem F1 FI7-%...

Vicky Kaushals Uri To Sidharth Malhotras Shershaah: Best War Movies To Watch
Operation Sindoor: From URI to Fighter, 7 iconic airstrike-based titles to watch...

Vicky Kaushal"s Uri To Sidharth Malhotra"s Shehshaah: Best War Movies To Wat
ch

Hrithik Roshan"s Sister Sunaina To NOT Co-Produce Krrish: "Don"t Want To..."...

Border, Uri, Shershaah: Indian war movies you must watch in light of Operation S.

Operation Sindoor: TaTETz® 9T a1 & T STa¥aed (thed 3i¥ Ja-"rre, faamr...

When the villain stole the show: Bollywood movies where antagonists outshone th
e...

From Vijay Deverakonda in "Kingdom" to Ranbir Kapoor in "Animal": Actors Who..

Celebrities known for their love of non-vegetarian food

Pooja Hegde: T(T % &< & aT8 ToIT 231 il ST @T Lol (@9, 39 5 F...

Starkids: F&fq® 9 T AT T T, ATAGES & T THT FELHSH, FTHT ...

Films on Ind Vs Pak: ‘S3' & &< ‘“®rge?’ T, ‘AT {gy § T8 gU o7 fiT...

Ftoeerd e HaT AT S9=a7 Ua¥ Lera? Aaemid g B\ ==, q...
Dharmendra # foew % 9 9% Farida Jalal % 38 3@&¢ 2319 g0 FF, aTd-...
Operation Sindoor: ATdFaTa & Tiae ATAT FioTweT Ter2e T 9+ 8 T 5 fhew...
Hrithik Roshan, Jr NTR "Confident" About War 2; Edit Work In Progress: Report
Hrithik Roshan, Jr NTR "Confident" About War 2; Edit Work In Progress: Report
This 2004 Bollywood film had the most realistic portrayal of Indian emotions for...

Coolie Update: Rajinikanth"s Tamil Action Drama Generates Massive Buzz With
New...

Lokesh Kanagaraj to make his acting debut with Dhanush"s Captain Miller directo.

Coolie: Netizens can"t keep calm over 2-second glimpse of Nagarjuna Akkineni in.
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