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A decade ago a Salman Khan film ensured a big buzz
and a bigger opening. But the response to his recent
Sikandar and latest industry figures show that
Bollywood’s slide continues. So, what will stem it?

Alaka Sahani

business saw a sharp decline on Monday.

N WHAT seems like a bygone
Bollywood era, the trailer launch of
Salman Khan-led Bajrangi Bhajjaan
(2015) had a Mumbai auditorium
packedwith fanseruptinginapplause

Touted top-grosser of the year,
John Abraha'’s The Diplomattook 33 daysto
‘earn Rs 5047 crore worldwide (sacnilk.com).

Decline in Earnings
‘The recent annual box-office report card
for 2024 by Ormax shows the depth of the

andwild hooting Thislaunchwasde-  problem. Sanket Kulkarni, Head, Business

i head D ical) O H

of i ferker's release,  * 13per
i ithEid.Baj i cent decl in2024 —
the superstar’s highest-grossing film world- ~ dropping from Rs 5,380 crore in 2023 to Rs
‘wide, garnering Rs 918 crore. 4679 crorein 2024 Notably, 31 percentofthis
‘There from uth

waslittleof Indian films, li ificant 37 per
lock- ~ cent decline iginal Hindi

bl
busteroutings,itdidRs 26 croreon theopen-
ingday whileits box-office collection crawled
past the Rs 100 crore-markon the eighth day
of its release. This is symptomatic of the cur-

content.”

After agood run in 2023 with Jawan,
Pathaan, Animal and Gadar 2, the industry
slumped in 2024. "If you take out two 2024

rent

release: Stree 2: Sarkate

Pushpa2: The Rule — itsascary

tablishts stronghold after a tepid 2024, The
historical drama Chhaava headlined by Vicky

year,” says Akkshay Rathie, director at
Vidharbha Exhibitors. Stree 2, which is about

sser
in the first quarter of 2025 with a domestic

caming of Rs 585.2 crore
intwomonths (Rs 806.97 SOD
crore  worldwide; g
sacnilk.com),butaspectre %’?&

of gloom persists. So do
the murmurs about the industry hitting a
dowmnar The ol an etabished oderof

nster kidnapping
‘women who dare be ‘progressive’, earned
698 crore in India

(source: Ormax) while
Yg Pushpa 2 (Hindi) regis-

tered analltime high col-
lection for a Hindi movie
atRs 889 crore (Ormax).“Still, in a year that
has 52 weeks, only two movies helping the

the Hindi film industr

perstar can't guarantee a big upemng The

agreatsign,”says
Rathie.Incidentall.for theindustry tothrive,

Jeases, inayearasviellasa

spoilt with choices,
base of streamers, are asking for better con-
tentand cit

bunchof says.
Asthe industry has become ncreasingly

Theyear

eral major movies, including Kangana
Ranaut's Emergency, Shahid Kapoor's Deva
and Ajay Devgn's Azaad failed to attract criti-
cal and commercial success. Though Akshay
Kumar'sky Force recorded adomestic etcol-
lection of Rs 112.75 crore (worldwide collec-
tion Rs 149 crore; sacnillccom),its theatical
runwastainted by allegationsof block corpo-
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The question regarding the industry’s
struggle withuncertainties wasraised earlier
this month at the trailer launch of Raid 2 in
‘whichDevgn reprises his role asan honestin-
come-taxofficergoingaftera powerful politi-
cian. Theactor-producer said: “Itsnot likeonly
Bollywood films are not working today.Thisis
the case with films all over the world...
nowwearestruggling,and not very surewhat
the audience would comein for.”

‘The Hindientertainmentindustry has hit
rough patchesinthe past,especiallyin the 805
and the '90s,following a dip in single-screen
footfall caused by a burgeoning video rental
business. Subsequently, multiplexes threwup
otheruniquechallengesas wellascreated op-
portunities to tell compelling non-main-
stream stories. Streaming services, in recent
years, too,offered aplatform toshowcaseoff-
beat movies before leaning on star-backed
projects. At present, the industry’s crsis has
dialled upduetoanabsence of both engross-
ingblockbustersas wellasriveting non-main-
stream movies.

What the Audience Wants
Things were different a decade ago.

Kulkarni says: “Between 2015 and 2019, the
Hindi film industry experienced steady

growth, with box-office collections increas-
ingeach yearand reaching a peak of Rs 4,831
crore in 2019, However, the pandemic in
202021

Hindi theatregoers watched
an average of 4.6 films in

gan recovering in 2022,

2019, anumber that
declined to three in 2023
LX)
changes,thesilverlining, says Saksena,isthat
1000crore. Thei be- i inati
forl,
30 crore in 2023, the hi; h- O

“Sizingthe Cinema'report

PHOTOS AMTCHAKRAVART

2and Sky Force, at the SWA meet.

The Regional Edge

‘'With Hindi movies floundering at the box-
office, thereis an increased competition from
dubbed South Indian films. Bijl says, “The
“Tamil, Telugu and Malayalam film industries
have consistently captivated audiences na-
tionwide through their strong storytelling,
rooted authenticity, and innovative filmmak.
ing. Films like KGF: Chapter 2 (2022), RRR
(2022), Kantara (2022) and Pushpa: The Rise
(2021)havetranscended linguistic barriers to
become nationwide sensations.”

‘While Hindi cinema losing mass connect”
has been a major concern, “the biggest chal-
lenge", according to prominent producer
Siddharth Roy Kapur, hasbeen findingastory
thatwould appeal to the wider section of the
audience”. The Dangal co-producer says: “We
(Hindi filmmakers) have to cater to a much
wideraudience. The regional industry has the
benefitof catering to one market. We have to
goback to the basics —go back o tellingsto-
ries that we understand and believe in.”

many reasons for the audience of
Hindi films feelingalienated. Rathiesays, “The
setting(of a Hindi film) might be small town
India but the storytelling is urban. The audi-
encein Tier 2 and 3 towns enjoys Salman’s
shirtcoming offmore compared to the social
cause-driven narrative in an Ayushmann
Khurranafilm. Tobe able to cater tothem, we
have to be aware of their realities.” He adds
that the ratio of films made for urban audi-
enceisaround90 per centwhile 10 per centis

est-grossingyear for Hindi cinema.” points out that Hindi hed forthe masses. Tof: theindus-
i i in2019, that  try’s key take relevant

several changes in recent years. "While some 2023." icsin- i fsitting on the fence. He inds
in this new the  dicate that movi indiau- Kapoor hasn'thada

alignitselfwith shifting audi- ~ dience is becominganevent.  release since Animal (2023) Ranveer Singh

ence expectations by offering fresh, com-
pelling content that stands outin an increas-
ingly competitive market,” says Sanjeev
Kumar Bijli,executive director, PVRINOX Ltd.
Instead of calling the current state a “slump™
in business, Bijli believes that the industry is
“undergoingatransformation driven by evolv-
ingaudience preferences”.

"lndxan viewers today are more discern-

drivenactivity rather thana habit, resulting in
asteady decline in theatrical engagement,”

hasn't appeared in a lead role in two years;
and after his last elease Dunki (2023), Shah
King, is yet:

snacks s often cited as the primary reason

‘whyithasbecomean “event-driven activity.”

The Stars are Down
“Contentisking’ maybea

To turn around Bollywood's fortunes
‘might entail taking a few risks. Actor Saif Ali
Khan says, “You want to take risks but at the
same ime people don't want o lose mony.
Youwant

cepted tth butronically
e s the primary reason or s

mind-
letsbig-budget specaciet, While sarstud-
ded films still generate initial buzz, smaller,
content-driven movies like Laapataa Ladies
(2023), 12th Fail (2023), and Srikanth (2024)

poor show. Cases in point are Sikandar and

encewhat However, |lyc|u
Tepeat yuurself then that can be destructive.

Jaat. At the recently-held
of Screenwriters Association (SWA) in
Mumbai,consensuswasthatwhile fresh con-

‘with audiences,” Bijli says.
In the aftermath of the pandemic, view-
ing patterns have undergone significant

its
over-dependenceonstars hasbeenanobsta-
cle. Remembering her early years in the in-
dustyproducer-writr Kanika Dhilon sy

Itsachallenge fo figure out how we can give
ly want:

The Future is Disruption

What might help is content that is origi-
nal, rooted and engaging, “If you don't take
risks, that's the riskiest thing of all” believes
RoyKapur: Mehta, directorof flmsike Shahid
(2013)and Aligarh (2015),

onschedules and ewi its, but

system.

tion. “The industry isn't dying; it's waiting to

temic. changes ‘The audience today is more

‘will ensure a certain kind of footfall. That has

gone for
The b

talent,bold storytellingand directorswhocan
takeascriptand direct the hell outof it.”

options, raisin

THESHOW  solc
i MUSTGOON
bers and fudged up collection figures, o~ (jo [ ﬂlebar{or I eleases
/ o !

storytelling, originality and creativity — has
taken a backseat. Writer-director Anurag
Kashyap recently declared he was leaving
Mumbai, fed up over the industry’s star-cen-
tric ways and scant regard for creativity.
Recemly. director Hansal Mehta  wrote on X

‘I " Last week,

opening. Jaat marked Sunny Deol's return to
the big screen on April 10 fter the spectacu-
lar success of Gadar 2 (2023), with weekend
collections having crossed Rs 49 crore, butits

filmmaker Vivek Ranjan Agnihotri wrote an
open letter to Minister of Commerce and
Industry Piyush Goyal saying “the industry’s
decayisevident.”

cinema hallin
Mumbai;asingle-
screenin the city;
posters of ilms from
2025and 2024

d:
adapting to the change in audience prefer-
ences and that's how we are also changing,
Butnobody is very sure as yet.”

‘The fact that the industry is “navigating a
period of transformation” and “increasing

f movies
hA-listersin2024—i

Chote Miyan featuring. Akshay Kumar and
Tiger Shroff; Varun Dhawan's Baby John; and
Auron Mein Kahan Dum Thafeaturng Deven
andT:

“promises to
beaIandmalkyeaf‘wllhastellarlmeupufre-
leases. This includes Housefull 5, the next in-
stalmentof the popuar comedy anchis:

ek -pulles without g00d
content. The heavy

ge[her legaldramaolly LB 3, Aamir Khan's
likely

mats”, believes Ashish Saksena, 00 — Cin-
emas, BookMyShow, shows how it is geared
towards “delivering fresh narratives, high-
quality content and

ten means lesser pent on writers.
demic,23

tofeature Khurrana as a vampire. Saksena

“Outof:

areflops. Everyone has realised, the only way
to succeed s to create original content. That
orproducerbut

to re-establish its stronghold". Amidst these

fromawriter,” said Niren Bhatt, writer of Stree

to different genres. “Films across genres are
resonating with the audience. It's safe to say
that the theatrical business in India has a re-
silient foundation,” he says.
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Hrithik Roshan Grooves To "Tu Meri" Song In US, Enthralled Fans Can"t Stop Ho

Samantha Ruth Prabhu ranks Mahesh Babu, Ranbir Kapoor, Shahid Kapoor, Nag
a Chait...

Hrithik"s action-packed dramas to watch this weekend

Hrithik Roshan Grooves To "Tu Meri" Song In US, Enthralled Fans Can"t Stop Ho

"Ameesha Patel, Are You Pregnant?": Gadar Actress" Latest Bikini Photos Leave.

Mukesh Rishi: ‘gt & I ‘faear Sremi" aF 7 g qener =T & 10 F7T...
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Hrithik Roshan Enthrals USA With Tu Meri, Fans Cannot Get Enough Of His "Terr
if...

Meet actress who sang songs for Aamir Khan, Hrithik Roshan"s superhit films, wo
Hrithik Roshan Enthrals USA With Tu Meri, Fans Cannot Get Enough Of His "Terr
if...

Hrithik Roshan"s first flop clocks 23 years, when Hrithik spoke about failure p...
WAR 2 More Crucial for These 2, Not Hrithik or NTR

Meet actress who sang songs for Aamir Khan, Hrithik Roshan"s superhit films, wo
Gadar 2 star Ameesha Patel expectating? Her latest bikini photos sparks pregnan
C...

The God Bug denies accusations of faulty products and fringe science by TheLive
r..

et 9 & ‘War 2" & =% faas sfge! ‘T faedt wreen” i Rt 32 .
ATEEE-TAHT ST AT T T2 off I STaT Tl 3972 29 6 Thew| &1 T o 7.

Hrithik Roshan #Y 10 fed, 57 3@ a7 Tk <7 3o e

As Urvashi Rautela now claims she never claimed that Badrinath"s Urvashi templ
e...
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