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The Daily Guardian « 25 Feb « Hrithik Roshan

BRAIN PICKING
13« PG 85 + Sgcm 8499 « AVE N/A - Cir Middle Center
Delhi

il BRAIN PICKING A

The bottom line is to have fun and enjoy life.

— REKHA

[Indian Actress)
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Mid Day « 25 Feb « Hrithik Roshan

961 « Sgcm

2188699 - AVE

Mumbai

Chasing headlines

1.5M « Cir Top Left

Chasing headlines

Saba Azad on the thrill of chasing
news as a reporter on Crime Beat

KOMAL RJ PANCHAL
komal.panchal@mid-day.com

WITH Crime Beat, Saba Azad
has had a taste of the adren-
aline-filled days of crime re-
porters. “It was electrifying
to do this,” exclaims the actor,
who plays an investigative
journalist in the Sudhir Mishra
and Sanjeev Kaul-directed web
series. Through the show that
also stars Saqib Saleem, and
Rahul Bhat, Azad says she has
got a peek into the demanding
world of journalism. “Whatall it
takes for a story and a byline to
make it to the front page! From
the crime happening to when
it reaches the page, the jour-
ney is full of obstacles. There
is a stringer, reporters after re-
porters, the police, then dealing
with the red tape, [it’s endless].
Four people can have different
angles on the same story, and
whose angle will get picked up
is interesting,” she smiles.
While the Zee5 series sees
heras areporter, Azad, as amu-
sician and an actor, has always
been on the other side of the
journalist-celebrity equation.
How does she view her rela-
tionship with the media? “I am
a private person and socially
awkward. So, if paps happen to
be there, I may be a little awk-
ward, but I also appreciate the
fact that they are trying to put
food on their table. I only have
respect for people who do their
job. There are people who are
consuming thatkind of content,

so [the paps] need to create that
content. So, my relationship
with the press has been quite
peaceful,” she states.

Since making her film debut
with Dil Kabaddi in 2008, Azad
has been seen on and off in
films and web shows, juggling
them with her music career.
Her acting career got a boost
when she played a prominent
role in Rocket Boys (2022). Last
year, the actor-musician hit
headlines when she stated that
many filmmakers assumed she
didn’t want to work because
she is Hrithik Roshan'’s partner.
Asked how she feels about her
work today since she has fea-
tured in several projects, she
reflects, “The pandemic was
the turning point for me. During
that time, I did two OTT shows
and got cast for Rocket Boys.
Thelockdown slowed everyone
down so that they could look
outside. Even the casting direc-
tors thought, ‘We can look at all
the otheractors around as well.
OTT entertainment opened the
floodgates. All those who aren’t
mainstream actors or are slot-
ted in the character actor cat-
egory, a lot of theatre actors,
got noticed. I am happy with
the kind of work I have now.
I've tried my best to do projects
that are different. I'm finally in
aphase of my careerwherelam

Crime Beat also stars
Saqib Saleem, Rahul Bhat,
and Sai Tamhankar

feeling some sort of fulfillment
and being able to apply myself
asanactor.”

There is no denying that dig-
ital entertainment has changed
the content landscape in India.
However, filmmaker Kiran Rao
recently stated that the Indian
OTT’s “golden age” was over
and that the “bubble has burst”
given the dip in the audience’s
interest towards the streaming
platforms. Azad has an optimis-
tic view. “I'm not aware about
the viewership, but for actors,
writers and directors, OTT has
opened up avenues thatweren’t
available earlier. Talented writ-
ers, actors and directors, who
perhaps were not getting [op-
portunities], are being able to
tell alternative stories. Ifashow
is good, there are viewers as
well. While there is an overflow
of content and it’s overwhelm-
ing to decide what to watch,
the good shows invariably rise.
You can separate the good from
the not-so-good. The speed at
which the viewers are consum-
ing content today is unlike any
other time in history. So, I don’t
believe viewership has gone
down. It has been great for the
creative community, especially
in cinema, to find an outlet to
their creativity and not be sti-
fled by box-office numbers."

After Crime Beat, Azad will
be seen in Anurag Kashyap's
yet-untitled film that stars
Sanya Malhotra and Bobby
Deol. Her excitement about the
project is evident as she says,
“We've finished shooting it. It
should hopefully be released
sometime this year.I'm delight-
ed to be a part of it

Saba Azad plays
a journalist in
Crime Beat.
PICS/INSTAGRAM

Simpleey.io

Page 4 of 11



https://simpleey.io/

/NS

No

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

& Online Coverage

Portal Name
MSN Hindi

Msn India

Msn India
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News18
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News18

News18

Hindustan Times

Ndtv
Ndtv
Dainik Bhaskar
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The Times of India
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Navbharat Times - NBT
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Times Now News

Zee News Hindi
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Headline (Incorporated with URL)

Hritik Roshan Fitness: 23 &TeT & = o 1 9Tl | =237 26 fFelt aor, Ffash 9 ...

THIS adorable couple has a Guinness World Record for the longest marriage: Th
eir...

Lifestyle News Live Today February 24, 2025: Maha Shivratri 2025 fasting rules: ..

Lifestyle News Live Today February 24, 2025: Dating app swipe culture driving co

Lifestyle News Live Today February 24, 2025: Can periods be problematic? Here"
S...

Zindagi Na Milegi Dobara Sequel In The Works? Reema Kagti Says "That"s A Fil
m...

Namrata Shirodkar Is Having This Much Fun With Jr NTR And Ram Charan In Du
bai

Inside Karan Singh Grover"s Intimate Birthday Celebration With Bipasha Basu An
d...

From Rejection to the Runway: Deepak Gupta"s Unstoppable Rise to Louis Vuitto
n...

Man who lost 26 kg gets praise from ‘Greek God" Hrithik Roshan over his insane .

Beyond The Gym: 7 Ways To Rock Track Pants Casually And Still Look Sharp
From Mumbai Streets To Louis Vuitton Runway: An Inspiring Story Goes Viral
AR @44, ‘FAX [ig" F forw Tsr 20 Frmee ot ST 9 9% gu =913, 25 ...
HE AT AT Tt T9aT § RRR TFeZ T FO- a7 NTR F1 992 it TE1, o4

Laughter Chefs 2: Krushna Abhishek"s reaction to Samarth Jurel and Abhishek K
um...

ST AT S 9T ALY FT T ATLAT 7 HIEIT T T Fa Hg 9% @ 2T, .
Tee 10 6t Faril KGF S|T @@ TFe, a7 NTR i seria §ie 61 ...
T & ST AT Sk & 21 7 o T, 72 v ot FT W aeE; F4.

Mumbai Man Was Told He Could "Never Be A Louis Vuitton Model" But Later On,
He...

360 FIE FT a7, 3000 & SATET HTES HIA, TH UHIMT {hed o A0 Fihl I8 [0t ..
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Even before Aamir Khan and Shah Rukh Khan could think, this superstar didn"t ¢
h...
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Meet man, born in Nepal, dropped out after Class 10th, moved alone to Mumbai a
t...
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s Vu...

Zindagi Na Milegi Dobara Sequel In The Works? Reema Kagti Says "That"s A Fil
m...

Even before Aamir Khan and Shah Rukh Khan could think, this superstar didn"t ¢
h...

Laughter Chefs: Krushna Abhishek"s epic reaction to Abhishek Kumar as Shah R
ukh...
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Chhaava Worldwide Box Office (10 Days): Only 3.74 Crore Away To Dethrone Hri
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5 Aishwarya Rai Bachchan movies on Prime Video which are sheer magic on big
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Even before Aamir Khan and Shah Rukh Khan could think, this superstar didn"t ¢
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Mumbai Man Shares Incredible Journey To Becoming Louis Vuitton Model
Sharvari motivates her fans for a Monday while she preps for Alpha

What Workout Routine Did Vicky Kaushal Follow For Chhaava?

Salman and Hrithik Unite to Redefine Mountain Dew"s Bold Energy
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