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Mint « 31 May ¢ Hrithik Roshan
Ray's ‘blackface’ moment
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Middle Right

Chandigarh « Ahmedabad « Chennai « Kolkata « Hyderabad « Bengaluru « Delhi

(left) Simi Garewal as Duli; and the ‘Aranyer Din Ratri’' poster.

FILM HERITAGE FOUNDATION

Ray’s ‘blackface’ moment

In Satyajit Ray's ‘Aranyer
Din Ratri’, Simi Garewal
donned black body
paint, a problem that
persists in cinema

1k

somak ghoshal@partner livemint.com

atyajit Ray’s 1970 classic Aranver

Din Ratrivecently received astand-

ingovation at the Cannes film festi-
val. Restored by Film Heritage Founda-
tion, the movie was presented by Wes
Anderson, along with Sharmila Tagore
and Simi Garewal, the only surviving
members of the cast.

Tagore playved the urbane Aparna in
the film, beguiling four voung menwho
come to Palamau in Jharkhand (thenin
Bihar) forabreak from theirbusy livesin
Kolkata. She isa sharp contrast to Gare-
wal's Duli, aSanthal woman, who playsa
pivotal role in the denouement.

For the first few days of the shoot, Ray
had Garewal observe tribal women at a
local watering hole. Once she had under-
stood the nuances of their demeanour,
she had herbody blackened. On herweb-
site, the actor says it took four hours for
her to become Duli, and three hours to
remove the paint afterwards.

In the 1960s, when Ray shot Aranyer
Din Ratri, featuring a “blackface” (an
actor whose face and/or body are dark- |
ened torepresent someone unlike them)
on screen was par for the course, Hindi
movies embraced the blackface trope
with impunity. From Ashok Kumar in
Meri Surat Teri Aankhen (1963), where he
played the dark-complexioned Pyare
with fanged dentures and a wild wig, to
Meena Kumari plaving Rajni, a dark-
skinned woman in Main Bhi Ladki Hoon
(1964, examples abound. The tradition is
sadly unbroken to thisday, albeit shifting
towards “brownface"—Alia Bhatt in Udta
Punjab (2016), Hrithik Roshan in Super
30 (2019), Bhumi Pednekar in Bala
(2019) and so on.

IUsdisappointing, though not entirely
surprising, that mainstream cinemais yet
toriditself of such regressive traits. After
all, misogyny, homophobiaand Islamo-
phobia, in various degrees, not only con-
tinue to be part of India’s commercial
cinema, but have led toblockbusterslike
Kabir Singh (2019) and Animal (2023).
The baffling part is that a director like
Ray, widely lauded for his humanism and
aestheticism, should have fallen for the
same trope,

When questionedabout her choice to
play aSanthal, Garewal spoke of the exi-
gency behind the decision: *You needed
aprofessional to play the role.” One won-
ders if Ray would have taken a similar

line ofdefence, Theironyisheightened,
considering the film (inspired by anovel
by Sunil Gangopadhyay), lays bare the
hypocrisy of upper-caste elites towards
those less “civilised” than them.

The word sabhya (civilised) appears
several timesin the Bengalinovel, espe-
cially in the context of the men who want
torelinquish all decorum of modern life
toimmerse themselvesin the “wild” free-
dom of the forests. Their distance from
civic rules gives them unfettered licence
tobehave like overlords. They demand to
be served, sexually and otherwise, and
remain obliviousto the inconveniences
they cause to the dwellers of the forest.

Acoupleofthese men do feel periodic
stabsof conscience. Sanjay, who oversees
labour relations ata factory, is pricked by
the disgraceful behaviour of his friends.
As the Naxal movement upturned the
statusquo in Kolkata, Sanjay and his edu-
cated friends hanker after a taste of the
livesofthe nobles savages—by partaking
of their food, liquor and women, while
refusing to give up their daily necessities,
like having boiled eggs for breakfast.

Did Ray inadvertently internalise their
mindset while casting Garewal as Duli?
Orwas he, in fact, mocking himselfas a
memberofthe same elite asthe protago-
nists, by putting herin therole? From the
distance of 55 vears, we can only specu-
late about these questions, while reckon-
ing with our discomfort, either way.
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Why longevity is the new luxury
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Hindustan Times « 31 May ¢ Hrithik Roshan
OTTplay Recommends List - Top b
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OTTplay Recommends List - Top 5

5 biographical films to watch this week

=

SUPER 30 =
drama, as goes on to setupa
centre for; i
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ABP Live
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AHT ISTAT (Amar ujala)

Ndtv
The Hindu

The Hindu

Times Now News

Times Now News

DNA India
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Headline (Incorporated with URL)

War 2: Hrithik Roshan Vs Jr NTR Promos To Air During IPL 2025 Final? Here"s
Wha...

Kiara Advani shares a sneak peek into her pregnancy diet behind her radiant glow

War 2 Teaser To Sitaare Zameen Par Trailer, Five Things To Expect While Watch
ing...

Shabir Ahluwalia Returns To TV With Romantic Drama UffYeh Love Hai Mushkil
6 fresh on-screen Bollywood pairs we're excited for in 2025

Hrithik Roshan : 5" fo2™e™ 2 an™ssT 97 2a°sT 8730 005%™, 8% 8%8°
K= e 0T ¥ ...

AT =T 7 /T 39 F o7 s TAT F AT TTEaT F20eh, THTH 3T 797 7 oY

Shabir Ahluwalia Returns To TV With Romantic Drama Uff...Yeh Love Hai Mushki
|

Jr NTR-Prashanth Neel"s Dragon To Get A New Title Amid Legal Battle

ToT Atelige e 100 FIE TRT FAT 9T TEl, IET ToFTHTT 7 "Fer" 7 R

Did you know these Bollywood movies are based on real people?

Kiara Advani shares a sneak peek into her pregnancy diet behind her radiant glow
Jr NTR-Prashanth Neel film "Dragon" to be renamed: Report

War 2 X IPL Final: STt 3' 9% TZ0T 97 &1 ‘A1 2' &7 ST Ja, ST Hre...

FE = Faet & forw qfous aga 78! T qgelt THe, TH UL & w918 ..

YRF unveils teaser of romantic drama ‘Saiyaara’

News and reviews from the world of cinema and streaming. Kamal Haasan intervi
ew ...

War 2: Hrithik Roshan Vs Jr NTR Promos To Air During IPL 2025 Final? Here"s
Wha...

War 2 Teaser To Sitaare Zameen Par Trailer, Five Things To Expect While Watch
ing...

Watch: Hrithik Roshan accidentally reveals his mobile number in viral video, Tru...

War 2: Hrithik Roshan Vs Jr NTR Promos To Air During IPL 2025 Final? Here"s
Wha...
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Chitralok : (54121l iz (451l g5
Hrithik Roshan s1& 3T =0 fthew § &1, g1 &7 8 UenT

SCOOP: YRF ties up with IPL for War 2; all set to unleash Hrithik Roshan vs
NTR ...

TROWPRY WRT T 35°]: WoDFPT® Ie3T WS AQATID FHRERAT BT JTIDFED HoD
YRF to promote War 2 at the IPL Final?

FictTee TFeT Ffdd AT T TSFAT S grearel {here & |12 g1 Herar

#FlashbackFriday: When Hrithik Roshan’s Kaho Naa... Pyaar Hai mania made sc
hoolgir...

SCOORP: YRF ties up with IPL for War 2; all set...

Jr NTR Flop Movies : 2575°ans® d557 e’ess™ 8 50 e 3% 5075057 a0s ©° e
55 52575 s en ...

War 2: Promos set to air during IPL final

Kiara Advani shares a sneak peek into her pregnancy diet

50 Cr Films Much Better: Bollywood Biggest Letdown?

SCOOP: YRF ties up with IPL for War 2; all set to unleash Hrithik Roshan vs
NTR ...

Hrithik Roshan Vs Jr NTR Promos During IPL 2025 Finals For War 2 Promotion -
Dee...

SCOOP: YRF ties up with IPL for War 2; all set to unleash Hrithik Roshan vs
NTR ...

Will Prashanth Neel direct Hrithik Roshan"s next?

Two mega forces, Hrithik Roshan and Hombale Films, join hands for an Ambitious
P...

321 g4l 3ui vzl 2ad-Al 29 aul? ori-l (@92 aH1Ed 12 200l sudl vdis
Rajasthan: sIa¥-STIeT 9Ts T 9ITaT i e F41 g fFara?

Hrithik Roshan will now work in this film, it has been announced
SR D9 7 TEF9T 99T greael (hew & AT g1 ATerer<y &
THAaT Efas U9 T 2023 T gEena § feamy fHw 0% eg
TSI ST " F e e Gr ae
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