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Health care gets 9.78% boost, cancer treatment
costs to drop
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100% FDI in insurance: Too little, too late
A new jobs blueprint for India's young
Time to heal: Focus on cancer care

EMPHASIS ON URBAN GOVERNANCE COULD
HELP WORKERS IN SMALL TOWNS

A Budget that misses out on health of the people
Gig economy set to be formalised

Rs9k cr booster for health, gig workers to get
PMJAY cover

Chandigarh receives Rs6,983.18 crore for 2025-26
up by 7.21% from last fiscal

Battling cancer closer home: Daycare centres in all
district hospitals in 3 years

Union Health Ministry sees around 11 pc hike in
budgetary allocation

An insurance, infra push for healthcare
Life-saving drugs to get cheaper
Thrust for medical tourism to benefit the State

Kerala upset a Budget has no mention of economic
package, Vizhinjam aid

Trade bodies, industry honchos hail Budget
Life-saving drugs to get cheaper

Kill the Killer' strategy: All district GHs to get daycare
cancer centres

CAPITAL EXPENDITURE
Duty cut on 36 life-saving medicines

Health ministry's allocation increases by around 11%
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Budgetary allocation for Health ministry increases by = Kolkata

around 11%
200 cancer centres to launch in 2025

HEALTHCARE SECTOR GETS RS 95,957.87 CR
ALLOCATION

Dhanwantry ayurvedic college & hospital chandigarh
receices approval of grant aproximately Rs 10 cro...

No customs duty on 36 life saving drugs

No customs duty on 36 life-saving drugs

UT share up 7.21%, focus on development
Healing touch to cancer care, med infra push
Going Home to Heal

Cancer daycareat disthospitals; drugimport relief
Going Home to heal

Fit Bit

Healing Touch To Cancer Care; Med Infra Push
LIFE-SAVING DRUGS GO CHEAPER

Sabhi jila hosptial mein Day care cancer kendra
sthapit ho

99,000cr for Health

Need for day care facilities in other medical fields
Is mode se jyate hai...

Ayush mantralay ko diya 3,992.90 cr ka avantan
Ayush mantraley ko 3,992.90 crore rupay

Funds treatment for Medical field

Centre budget 2025

Budget: Ayush Ministry ko 3,992.80cr ka avantan
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Health care gets 9.78% boost, cancer treatment costs to drop

Customs duty exemption for lifesaving
drugs, more money for Ayushman Bharat

SOHINI DAS
Murrba, Februyy

The Cemre’s eadth care Budt sew
2 978 per cet increase 0 T99857
crone for 2025-26, with a 288 per
cent rise In the allocation for
Ayushman Bharat-Pradghan Mamd
Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-I'MJAY),
which & now at 89406 crore. There
was ilso relicd for cancer patients
with 36 cancer anxd rare discase
druggs being excrnpled from Basic
Custorns Duty (BCD) anxd support
For district hospitals 10 open cancer
care centres.

The Department of
Fharmaccoticals (Do) received a
2852 per cent boost, with 8526872
crore aliocated. The promotion of
bulk drug parks rose from 21,000
Croee 10 81,460 crore, while produc-
thon=linked Incentive schermes (PLI)
saw a senalier rise from 32,143 crore
10224449 Crore,

ke jttva

creations

Finance  Minister  Nirmala
Sithuraman announced plans 1o

iblish iy -care Cancer I
all disarict hospitals within three
years, with 200 centres opening in
2025-26, This initiative aims to sig-
nificantly reduce out-of-pocket
cxpenscs  for cancer patients
According 10 the Nathonal Cancer
Registry Programme, Cancer Cases
e expected 10 rise, with an esti-
matexd 800,000 mew diagnoses

prts have ad ||

for ballding capacity through a
hub-and-spoke model for cancer
care, with an estimated need for
1000035000 more day-care bods
and 25000 surgical bods to serve
all seported cancer patients,

Cancer treatment Is st to
= -

19390 - AVE

15.91K « Cir

Kochi+« Chennai « Bengaluru

Keyschemes

ul(MR

Overall health allocation

u National Heaith Mission
= Ayushman Bharat
= National AIDS and STD Programme

Dept of pharmaceuticals®

B0 Dadiget Cxthemate; KM indian Councll 154 Ma2ical Msearce; "comes amday Misitssy of (haricall a0d I

SHOT IN THEARM

Health allocation in Union Budget 202526

02 Feb, 2025

Bottom Center

90,958 | 99,857 | 9.78
36,000 | 37,226 | 3.40
7,300 | 9,406 |28.84
2,892 | 3443 19.05
2,732 | 3,125 |14.38
4,090 | 5269 28.82

sarien
Sowrce; Baen Badget 20024

cent Fmal

“These drugs include those for rare
genctic disordess like spinal mus-
cular atrophy in children and can-
cor treatmenis lke  Asciminid

1 acltire 36 5 1

(leukemia), with some drugs cur-

10 the list of those exempted from
BCD.  Another six  lifesaving
medicines will now besubket toa s

renth f The Customs

supplied under Patient Assistance

minkster prog 1 adding 37 more
medicines and 13 new PAPS.

P AlS) by

Sl iy cBrses for

breast cancer (Ribociclib by
Novartis), severe asthma
(Astrag ¥ i and

“Byp and
access, these Injtiatives not only
provide critical financial relicf
pationts and tseir familics but also

it bs

Crotin's dis X

duty cuts witl bring
relief to patients. Cumrently, most
cuncer dnigs face a 10 peroent BCD,

(Takexla’s Vedolizurmab), are now
Tally exsernpt from BCD, The finance

hen the rure discase coosys-
1em fn Inclia,” sakd Ruchi Sogarwal,
director of comporate affairs a1
Takoda Rlopharmuceuticals Indla.

Public health expert K Srinath
Redkdy, meanwhile, sald while the
Buxiget had several welcom initia-
tives o improve healtheare deliv-
cry, the National Heakh Mission —
the vehicle for heni L

“Ihe Pradhan Mantri Ayushman
Bharat  Health  Infrastructure
Mission (PM-ABHIM) saw a 2667
Por cont Increase (o 4,758 crore,
with 24,200 crore carmarked for
centrally sponsored schemes as
capex. The National Digitad Health
Mission  (ABDM)  allocation
Increased by a substantial 70,06 per
<ent o B0 crove. The Pradban
Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Yojana
(PMSSY), focused on correcting
roiotsal healihoare imbalances, sow
2 104 per cont rise 10 825940 crone,
while the central hospital budget
BIOW 469 per aonl 1o 04,621 croee,

To boost healtheare research,
the Tixlian Councll of Medical
Research (ICMR) received 23,1255
Croee, & 144 per cont iIncrease from
the previous year,

Medical tourism ako received a
push, with Sitharman announcing

P
mitry caae and district hospitals —
et recctved onty & stmall Increase,
This inbakance noaded 1o be cor-
rectad, Reoddy added.

Simpleey.io

private sector,
capacity building, and rehood vise
norms, Recent geopolitical tersions
Trave dext 1o a drop in patients from
Rangladesh,
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sowmya.r@livemint.com
BENGALURU

nline platformssuchas

Swiggy, Zomato, Ama-

zon and Flipkart are
likely to se¢ increased interest
for delivery-partner and ware-
house-worker jobsasthe Union
Budget has proposed formalis-
ing the gig economy, industry
executives told Mint.
Finance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman announced in her
budget speech on Saturday that
gigworkerswould be provided
health insurance under the gov-
ernment’s flagship Ayushman
Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY).
Currently, the National Health
Authority (NHA) implements
the world'slargest health insur-
ance scheme, which provides

Inderthetermsof
Y, thereis nowaiting
nd no restrictions on
ng health conditions.

Gig workers will also be
issued identity cards and be eli-
gibletoregisteron the e-Shram
portal, lh(- national (hlnlnwo!

Indiais expected to increase to
23.5 million by 2029-30 from
7.7million last year, Niti Aayog
estimates.
Thegrowing digital economy
has created more employment
opportunities, especially Iorllw
freelancing workforce
result, the gig economy is al
set togrow to 235 million work-
ers by FY30, when it will com-
prise 1.1%of the total workforce.
“The digital economy hassig-
nificantly broadened job oppor-
tunities encompassing roles
from delivery personnel, cab
drivers, and beauty profession-
als to software engineers and
dataanalysts,” accordingtothe
Economic Survey 2024-25.
Moreover, Ilwcrloml service
platforms have revolutionized
the job landscape in the trans
port, food delivery nnd hume

Dy
leveraging l(clmnlog\ while
transforming traditional service
sectorsintodigitally driven eco-

systems, the survey added.

To be sure, many platforms
havealre: ended benefits
such as health insurance to gig
workers.

{work lerthe
labour ministry.
Balasubrama-
nian Anantha

A7 kesperson told
Mint the number of
claims processed in

The number of favour of its deliv-

ayanan, senior  gigworkersinlndia  ery partners has

cepresidentat  jseapectedtoincrease  more than dou-

TeamLease Jrom 7.7 million in bled over the
Services l td, 3 "y past four years
said, * szla'mml{”dm to 353 crore a
recognizing and by2029-30.Niti year, and that
formal Aayogestimates  55%ofthe claimsin
cconomy isastep in 2024 were paid to

the right direction.
Including gig workers in the
organized ecosystem will help
themget employment benefits,
and encourage more people to
take advantage of the growing
opportunities.”

Theissuance of identity cards
will give gig work the status of
actual jobs when so far, gig work
hasheenseenastemporary and
mainly for side income, said
Madhay Krishna, founder and
chief executive of Vahan.ai, a
blue-collar recruitment pla
form in Bengaluru. “Food and
grocery delivery platforms,
e-commerce companies, and
logistics firms will see massive
benefits as formalisation kicks
in,” he added.

More than 85% of India’s
workforce is informal and a
majority of it comprises gig
workers, according to Team-
lease’s Narayanan. Online com-
merce and logistics platforms
areamong the biggest employ-
ersof gigworkersin the formof
delivery agents and dark-store
workers.

Theseworkers have become
pivotal to the operations of the
platforms as speedy and effi-
cientdeliveries boost brand loy-
alty and customer satisfaction.
number of gig workers in

cover medical expenses
unrelated toaccidents.

Swiggy, too, has been offer-
ing health and other forms of
insurance to its delivery part-
ners at terms considered to be
international best practices,
said Dinker Vashisht, vice-pres-
ident for corporate affairsat the
company

“The government’sdecision
to cover gig workers under its
flagship health insurance
emeisaworthy one. We will
await more details to see how
insurance can continue to be
best provided, and how the
interests of our delivery part-
nersare best served,” Vashisht
added.

Krishna of Vahan.ai added
that digital platforms must work
closely with the government to
incorporate the changes. “No
one party can take on the chal-
lenge alone. It's good that the

ne because if the
platforms are expected to take
on the entire burden, it will
stunt their innovation and
growth, which will be bad for
our economy in general,” he
said, adding that details of the
framework and budget alloca
tion forthe schemeare vet tobe
chalked out.
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Medical cost burden is rising consistently

Consumer Price Index, health (base year 2012 = 500). yearly

E BURNIN SUES OF OUR TIMES: HOW BUDGET DELIVERED Allocation under PMJAY hiked by nearly 28%

Allocation/spending under Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (in 2 croce)
1887 1954
686 787 o

: @ Budgetestimate () Actual spending
156.9 - 1 10000
sg W3 M03 1563 5 HEALTH SPENDING i
140 1201 = 1
(= Apart from high food prices, rising medical and healthcare costs have also burdened the § 0
common people. To protect poor families from catastrophic health expenses, the 4900
government launched its flagship health insurance scheme, Ayushman Bharat, in 2018. 2000 B _] l —]
Last year, it was expanded to cover senior citizens as well. However, the scheme has °
WHIS 01516 20167 201748 201819 201920 20002 NN V2B WBWU 0425 mostly seen funds being under-utilized. That is set to change in 2024-25, with the final 00819 201920 2000 072 RV 0BM N0WB N05%
2024:25 data is until December Source: Statistics ministry, CMIE spending set to cross the budget, and with a fresh hike in 2025-26. S Revised estimates used for 2024-25 instead of actuals Source: Budget documents
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100% FDI in insurance: Too

little, too late

Well-established insurers don’t need the expertise of foreign players, but smaller peers may benefit

ke jttva

creations

feedback@livemint.com
GUJARAT

he government in its Union
Budget for 2025-26 proposed
ng the foreign direct
ment (FDI) limit for
a’s insurance sector to

100% from meeting a

long-awaited industry demand.
So why did the stocks of most Indian
insurance companiesend the day flat to
negative? Thesimple reasonisthat well-
established life insurance companiesin
India don’t need the expertise of foreign
players through strategic stake sale any
longer.

Also, the interest of foreign companies
urance hasdeclined overthe
3 andard Life (now known as
ABRDN Plc.), New York Life Insurance
Co.,and Old Mutual Ltd after partnering
with HDFC Life Insurance Co. Ltd, Max
Life and Kotak Life, respectively, h:
exited India.

There is also a need to distinguish
betweenthe government-approved limit
and company-specific limitapproved by
the board of directorsofa company.

For instance, even with the foreign
ownership limit at 74%, HDFC Life had
capped it at 49%. The lack of interest of
foreigninvestorsin Indian life insurance
companies is evident from the fact that

not only is

MARK TO e oxisiing

MARKET |imitof 49%

underutil-

ized, theirshareholding hasbeen gradu-

ally falling—from 31.4% in December
2023 1025.3% in December 2024,

The sameis true for ICICI Prudential
Life Insurance Co. Ltd, which has an
approved limit of 74%, but actual utiliza-
tionstandsat just 36.8%. ICICI Lombard
General Insurance Co. Ltd also has less
than 25% foreign shareholding despite
lh( imitof 74%.
his brings us to the moot question:
whywould established playersl ?
SBI Life Insurance Co. Ltd, be happy to
let their shareholding drop below 26%2
Effectively, thismeansthat evenif100%
FDIis permitted in the insurance sector,
ifcompaniesdon’twant toletgoof their
stake, thereislittle that foreign investors
can do. For small or fringe insurers that
are looking to exit completely, the bud-
get proposal presentsan opportunity as
foreign insurance giants do not have to
worry about the nuisance of having to
deal withminority shareholdersinterfer-
inginmanagement holdinga 26% stake.

, n pointis Kotak Mahindra Gen-
eral Insurance Co. Ltd, which had less

KEY
TAKEAWAYS

P CROWDED MARKET

The insurance sector already
has 26 life insurers and 34
general insurers

P GOVT'S AIM

‘Insurance for all by 2047
could be met through
coverage of Ayushman Bharat

PDISTRIBUTION HEFT
Foreigninsurers looking to
enter India would need local
distribution network

than 1% market share inannual premium
inthegeneral insurance sectorandsold
70%ofits stake to Zurich Insurance Co.
Ltd for 5,560 croreinJune. It might be
well-placed to exit completely ifit wants
after the latest budget announcement.
Before Acko Life Insurance, CreditAc-
cess Life Insurance and Kshema General
Insurance began operationsin 2022-23,
life and non-life insurers in India were
registered in 2011 and 2017, respectively.
Noneofthese companiesis promoted by
foreigners. The promotersof these com-
panies could have anyway raised funds
by sellinga 74% stake,
nifforeign companies want toset
upshopin India, they would want to have
aminority partnerasit helpsin havinga
distribution network. So, inany case, itis
likely that they would have less than a

& Il enhance com-
petition, the Indian insurance market
already hastoo many plavers, with 26 life
insurersand H;,vm-ml insurers, as per
the dataon the regulator’s website,

Also, mostof the incremental growth

for life insurance companiesis fromunit- -

linked insurance plan (Ulip) sales, indi-
cating that insurance has become more
of an investment. The government’s
ambition to ensure ‘insurance forall by
2047 could be met through extensive
»of Ayushman Bharat (itshealth
cheme) and that business is
likely tobe bagged by publicsectorgen-
surers. The most significant
|han;,( for Ind ian non- Ilf(- or genef ral
insurance companie thappenifthe
goodsand servicestax (GST) isabolished,
increasing affordability. But that falls
under the domain of the GST Council.
Whenit happens, it should see increased
interest in general insurance from for-
eignersand domestic playersalike.

Simpleey.io
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A new jobs blueprint for

ndia’s young

Plan to create opportunities in rural areas so that migration to cities is an option not a necessity

Ta | 3.Y%

creations

a

MUMBAI/NEW DELHI

he government’s focus on cre-
ating jobs for informal and gig
workers comes at atime when
the economy has been strug-
gling to create enough formal
Jjobs. So, the government is
leaning on agriculture, manu-
facturing, micro, small, and medium
enterprises(MSMEs) and startupstogen-
erate more employment opportuniti
for the country’sburgeoning youth,

For instance, under ‘Building Rural
Prosperity and Resilience’, the govern-
ment aims to generate new businesses
and employment for young farmers,
nal and small farmers, landless
families and rural women. “The goalisto
generate ample opportunities in rural
areas so that migration isan option, but
not a necessity,” said finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman in her eighth
straight budget speech on Saturday.

In fact, migration to the urban regions
canbedetrimental for many because skill
gapsleadto feweremploymentopportu-
nities for those who moved to bigger cit-
ies. “There needs to be more clarity on
rural job creation. About 60% of our
workforceislinked to rural employment
and more details are needed on how to
jobs at such a large scale,” said

ad Srinivasan, group chief
executive officer (CEO) of staffing firm
Quess Corp.

Friday’s Economic Survey for FY25
said that India needsto create anaverage
of 7.85 million non-farm jobs annually
until 2030 to effectively engage its grow-
ing working population. T the
pressure togenerate morejobs indiverse
industries becomes crucial.

Hence, thegovernment will attempt to
createemploymentinlabour-inte
sectors, The Focus Product Scheme for
footwearand leather sectorsisexpected
to create 2.2 million jobs, The scheme
will support design capacity, component
manufacturing, and machinery required
for production of non-leather quality
footwear, besides the support for leather
footwearand products. ional Action
Plan for Toys, with the aim tomake India
aglobal hubfortoysisexpectedtobring
indevelopment of clusters, skills, and a
manufacturing ccosystem.

There are 10 million registered
MSMEs, employing 75 million. To help
themachieve higherefficienciesofscale,
technological upgrade and betteraccess
tocapital, budget raised the investment
and tumoverlimits for classification of'a
MSMEsby nd 2 times respectiv
“This will give them the confidence to
growand generateemployment forour
youth,” Sitharaman said.

These efforts to boost employment
opportunities come at a time when the

REY
ANNOUNCEMEN
ATING JOBS
Government leans on MSMEs,
agriculture, manufacturing,
startups for job creation

P HEALTHCARE BENE
Gig workers will be provided
healthcare under the
AB-PMJAY scheme

P SECTOR SPECIFIC
Centre attempts to create
employment in labour-
intensive sectors

The EconomicSurvey revealsatroubling
declinein eamingsacrossself-employed
andsalaried workersoverthe past seven
years, Male self-employed workers saw
theirmonthly incomeslip 9.1% to 38,591
in2023-2¢from 19,454in 2017-18, while
female self-cmployed workers f:
steeper 32.2% plunge tojust 32,
ed employees weren't spared either—
male salaried workers experienced a

salaried workerstooka harder hit
al2.5%drop 1o 8,855.
workers will be provided health-
care under the government’s flagship
healthassurance scheme Ayushman Bha-
rat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yoja
(AB-PMJAY), benefitting about 10 mil-
lion. “Thegovernment will amrange for gig
workers”identity cards, theirregistration
on the e-Shram portal and healthcare
n Arogya Yojana,” she noted.
analysts have noted the
change as dependency on white-collar
workforce reduces, “Job creation for mil-
lions cannot be fulfilled by white-collar
workforee. Increase in entreprencurship
loans and medical benefits towards gig
workerswill uniformly add tojobs,” said
Suchindra Kumar, partner and leader -
education, PwCIndia.

The gigeconomyissettoemploy 235
million, or 1% of the total workforce, by
FY30.

“With employment becoming more
and more likea taxicab relationship, we
needaframework of reforms that would
nd formalise the gig
ecosystem,” s asubramanian A.,
seniorvice-president and businesshead
for Teamlease Services.

On the startup front, in what would
toenhancement of credit availabil -
ity, the government said it would increase
credit availability from 210 crore to 120
crore, with the guarantee fee being mod-
erated to 1% for loans in 27 focus sectors
important for Atmanirbhar Bharat,

devina.senguptaalivemint.com
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Time to heal:
Focuson
cancer care

priyanka sharma@livemint com

NEW DELHI
he Union budget pre-
sented on Saturday sawa
9.8% increase in theallo-

cation for the healthcare sector
to 199.858.56 crore from
190,958.68 crore in the previ-
ous financial year but overall
health allocation remained
below 2% of the budget.

The budget extended the
Ayushman Bharat health insur-
ance scheme to gig workers,
increased the number of scatsin
medical education, lent support
tomedical tourism, announced
theestablishment of 200 cancer
daycare centres and exempted
dutieson 36 essential medicines
for cancer and rare dist

chemotherapy/immunother-
apy and daycare operations for
a variety of cancers,” said Dr
Shyam Aggarwal,
dent, Indian Soc
and Paediatric Oncology.

Shashank N.D, CEO &
Co-founder, Practo said that
cancer treatment involveslong-
term care, with out-of-pocket
(OOP) expenses forming the
bulk of costs,

“The mean OOP for breast
cancer treatment could be
somewhere around ¥1.86 lakh,
accounting for anywhere
between 60-70% of the total
cost. In 2018, the mean OOP for
hospitalization for any cances
treatment in India was 1855
with costs significantly higher
in private hospitals. Medicines
and hospitalizationalone make

Sitharaman said another six
life-saving medicines are to be
added to the list of drugs that
attract a customs duty of 5% if
these drugsare provided free of
charge toeligible beneficiaries.

Around oneinnine people in
Indiaare expected tofaceacan-
cer diagnosis during their life-
time. Around 70 million Indians
areestimated tosuffer from rare
di s per the Indian Coun-
cilof Medical Research.

Official data says
the projected can-

13025 crore

up over 60% of a patient’s total
expenses,”

The finance minister said the
government has added almost
110,000 undergraduate and
post-graduate medical educa-
tion seats in 10 years, a 130%
increase. Another 10,000 scats
will beadded next year in medi-
cal colleges and teaching hospi-
tals- part of planstoadd 75,000
sin the next five 5.
The government has

allocated 13,125
croretothe Indian

cer burden in  allocatedtolndian  Council of Medi-
India

expected Council of Medical

cal Research in

torise from 26.7 union budget
million DALYs iescarch /by 202526 1o
(disability workon strengthen

) pressing health research into
in20211029.8 mil- challenges pressing  health

lionin2025, with the
highest burden in the
northand northeast.

The proposals were part of a
health budget that made up a
paltry 1.97% oftotal allocations,
slightly up from 1.90% in the
ous budge
hil K Masurkar, CEO,
Entod Pharmaceuticalssaid the
move will boost exports of key
drugs. “The removal of basic
customs duty on 36 life-saving
drugs, along with reductionson
bulk drugs, is a commendable
move that will make essential
medicines more affordable for
patients,” he said.

Daara Patel, secretary general
at the Indian Drugs Manufac-
tu ssociation added, “This
will help us serve millions of
livesand support ourinitiatives
of being patient-centric.”

Additionally, the finance

challenges.

To accelerate digital
healthcare, the government
allocated 3340.11 crore to the
Avushman Bharat Digital
Health which isa {140.11 crore
incre Imost 70% over
2024-25 estimates.

Sitharaman also told Parlia-
ment that the gig workers will
be provided healthcare under
the government's flagship
health assurance scheme—
Ayushman Bharat Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB
PM-JAY). The budget also pro-
posed to boost medical tourism.

Dr Sarit Rout, Economist,
Indian Institute of Public Health
(HHPH) Bhubaneswar, said,
“Overall, total allocations to
Healthincluding Ayush minis
try remains more or less 2% of
general government expendi-
ture, no change in the share.

minister said she prog dto
setup 200 daycare cancer cen-
tres—oneine listrict hos-
pital—over the next three y
another step welcomed by
experts.

“Setting of daycare cancer
centresat district levelisawel-
come step. These centres will
provide facilities for cancer

Many progi including
NHM do not witnes ub-
stantial hike. The national
health mission showsamoder-
i se in the allocations,
ust 4%, compared to
2024-25 BE and this will have
many ramifications on the
already strained health infra-
structure in rural areas.”
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EMPHASIS ON URBAN GOVERNANCE COULD HELP WORKERS IN SMALL TOWNS

sectorssuchasagriculture and petty retail. Efforts to break out by

increasing publi pital expenditure have thus farnot yielded the

expectedresults. There were voices from corporate Indialeading

uptothe budgetasking foradirect boost to consumption instead.
In this h.l(kdmp. lhu I)u(lgcl has (l(‘.ll”\

foc fonl
latingjobgrowth. Only time will tell if the new coNCERN India’ssmall S kdistrictk

MSMESs, greaterinvestment inskilling. a push for better urban gov-

tobe ashift in emphasis indicated by the ination of the tiny
Al 1

ernance, municipal services and pl and lower regul

nder the PLIscheme last year. The expenditure

K y
costs. While skilling hasbeenalong-term item for the present gov-
ernment with mixed results, the emphasis on urban governance,
landand planningisawelcomeone. Espe
ifit improves the ease of doing business in

tables contain the mention of a “new employment generation
scheme™ which has had a substantial budget revision up from
7,000 croreto ¥20,000 crore in the coming year. But detailsare
not clear.

Alongside broadly subsidy-oriented schemes, thereare also sev-

measures have the required fiscal support and and smaller, not metros and state s) | eral proposed .|(l|u~ln|m|ls lu llw trade rl;:lm(- in an cmm to
the policy structure to deliver results. where the majority of the urban workforce | reduceincidencesof: y structur

But first, onthe overall budget numbers. itis A resides. conducive trade environment for Indian firm
worth noting that the estimated expenditure nother pointworthnotingistheattemptto | tionofthe reviewofInd ariffstructure announcedinthe July

a(rilimljuuuurc when the | forthecomingyearisonly5.7%higherthanthe Is EVIDENT create platforms for cross-ministry coordina- | 2024 Budget.
tionin the formof the National Manufacturing Finally,on the supply side, thereisastrong signal on reducing

cems to have | revised estimates for 2024-25. That means that
intothelow umnln‘nn\|h(~sm-ul‘;,uwnmwm \pﬂ\(lmg Mission and the Export Promotion Mission | regulatorycostsaswell, forexample, viaJan Vishwas 2.0 that will
growth rates seen right before the p.nuh-un Also, asI've high- | isexpectedtoremains T that will coordinate the activities of the com- | carry forward the decriminalization agenda,
llgh(cdlxﬁym ldmnwmmnul Illlht‘l',(‘()llﬂl“lt Survey,thepace | Instead.thed 1-sid hi t [ merce, finance and MSME ministries. One 01]"](‘]()') quality front, there isasmall signal that the govern-
hopes that the ministries of labour as well as | mentis ready to think about social security for gig and platform
SPEECH

Respondto this colusmnat
feedbackislivemint.com

Thisisacontinua-

P

ofc fregular handesired,share | form of an (-\Icnsmn ol the tax rebate for
of self- (-mplmm«nlh:mmn 1\«I.:md l:lbuurmming\lmwslng- incomes up to 12 lakh per year (up from 17 Il development and entrepreneurshipwill | workers. Gigworkerswillbe madea part of the e-Shram portaland
alsobe a part of these missions, prov ided Iwallh|nsurmu-undc u\hn an Bhara |l Clmrl\ this

nated. Ther THenS tween labour eamings lakh) under the new tax regime,
oflarge l‘nn\hasalw rmmd'um-mmnm theh‘ununnc%unv\ Coming to the supply-side push to create Comingtosectoral focusareas, theconcern | isavery ofc i thisrap
1

There isc private investment, due to Jjobs,one can think of thisin terms of horizontal policy measures | withjob creationisalsoclear when welookat theindustriesthat | idly gm\\'m;.p:lrlufllm\\m kforce.
lowra fi ion, signalling poor demand. Complet- | that have the potential toimpact several sectorsatonceandvertical | found mention in the speech. These include labour-intensive Insum, the budget wndxllwnghl\lgml.\.nnlonvnu-d\m\nu
n\“lwﬂumlsunlc lm\ de rmnd inturn seem tobearesultof | measurestargeted ata particular industry or sector. m(lu\lnvs su(h her and footwear, toys, | andseeifthe coming yearbrings the

food processing, le:
C Al

Amongthe formerareattemptstoimprove creditallocationto | touri: r/footwear, there seems Amit Basole is Professor of Economics, Azim Premyji Universily.

anaenm

jobe wor plus-labour
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A Budget that misses out on health of the people

Though there is a nominal rise in allocation, in real terms the hike is paltry. Schemes that aid the poor have been neglected

INDRANIL MUKHOPADHYAY

he government continuesto

T neglect the health sector.

Innominal terms thereissome
increase in the total allocation of
Ministry of Health and AYUSH taken
together compared tothe previous
Budget. Allocation has increased from
%94,671crore (2024-25 BE) to
¥103851crore (2025-26 Budget
Estimate). Thoughthislooksa
significantincrease of ¥9,180 crorein
nominal terms, if we adjust for the effect
ofinflation this meansanincrease of 3.04
percentinrealterms.

Moreover,inreal termsthisis 4.7 per
cent less than what wasactually spentin
2020-21. Thismeans, the care that could
be provided in 2020-21 cannot be
ensured now, given thatallocations have
declined while prices have skyrocketed.

Thisalsomeansthat as percentage of
GDP, the governmentaallocationto
health hasdeclined from 0.37 per centto
0.29 per cent between 2020-21 Actual
Expenditure and 2025-26 BE. It seems

| 7o S

pnontv accorded tothe healthsectorin
the Budget hasalso declined over this

period with its share declining from 2.26

percentto 2.05 per centin this period.

SKEWED PRIORITIES
Schemes which contributeto
strengthening the public systemand
protecting the health of most vulnerable
sections of the society, like the National
Health Mission, Pradhan Mantri
Swasthya Suraksha Yojana (PMSSY),
Schemes on nutrition, health research
received severe cuts, despite doing good
work during hard times. In contrast,
schemes to promote commercial
interests —like the Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojana (PMJAY), the Digital
Health Mission, are being rewarded with
higherallocations- despite failures.
National Health Missionis thekey
program throughwhich the government
intervenes inimproving primaryand
secondary on maternaland child health,
disease control programsand
non-communicable diseases. Much of
these services have suffered during the
lockdown. However, since 2019-20,
NHMallocationshad been decliningin
real terms. This means that essential
services like safe deliveries, vaccination
for children, treatment of TB provided

HEALTHCARE. Still neglectedveonnn

carlier cannot be provided anymore with
current limited resources.

NHM moneyalsogoesinto paying
remunerations for frontline health
workers like ASHAs, mostly women, who
received global recognition for their
stellar role during the pandemic. Cutsin
NHM budget means reduced budget for
paying these workers, who have been
demanding minimum wages foralong
time. We need expand the network of
Healthand Wellness Centerstoensure
quality comprehensive primary care.
HWCsare part of NHM budget. Inthe
context of considerable budget cuts of
NHM the plight of HWCs also remains
unclear!

PMJAY seems like the blue eyed boy of
the government, eventhoughit failsto

Simpleey.io

deliver continuously, known tolargely
benefitthe private sectorand exclude the
most marginalized, it is rewarded with
higherallocations.

Inthe 2023-24 budget 7,200 crore
wasallocated and only 36,670 crore could
be spent! Allocation hasbeen further
increased by 24 per cent compared to
previous year to ¥9406crore! PMJAY
eating up larger share of budget remains
acause of concernwhileit fails todeliver.

Blind obsessions to promote
commercial interest needs serious
introspection. A large part of the Dalits,
Schedule Tribes and other marginalised
section hardly receive care fromthe
private sector under Government
Funded Insurance Scheme like PMJAY.

Exemption of customdutyon
imported medicinesis well intended but
nothing more thana mere bandage.
Customduties form onlyasmall partof
the price of these patented medicines
and the likely impact remains miniscule,
ifatall the benefitsare passed on the
customers. Whatis needed isissuing
compulsory license to Indian firms so
that cheap genericalternative could be
provided.

Thewriter is Professor, School of Government and Public
Policy, OP Jindal Global University
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Hy) perloall service plal(orms have revolutionised the job landscape in the transportation, food
delivery, and home services industries by creating flexible employment,

Gig economy set
to be formalised

Sowmva Ramasubnmanhn
|tlkrlxﬂh-nduﬂ.mhms com

NEW DELHI: Online platforms
such as Swiggy, Zomato, Ama-
zon and Flipkart are likely to sce
increased interest for delivery-
partner and warehouse-worker
jobs as the Union Budget has
proposed formalising the gig
economy, industry executives
told Mint.

Union finance minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman announced in
her budget speech on Saturday
that gig workers would be pro-
vided health under

and logistics firms will see mas-
sive benefits as formalisation
kicks in,” said Madhav Krishna,
founder and chief executive of
Vahan.ai, a blue-collar recruit-
ment platform in Bengaluru.
More than 85% of India's
workforce is informal and a
majority of it comprises gig
workers, according to Team-
lease’s Narayanan. Online com-
merce and logistics platforms
areamong the biggest employers
of gig workers in the form of
delivery agents and dark-store
workers, These workers have
become pivotal to the operations
of the platforms as speedy and
{Ti it boost brand

the government's flagship
Ayushman Bharat Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana
(AB-PMJAY). Currently, the
National Health Authority
(NHA) implements the world’s
largest health insurance scheme,
which provides health cover of
35 lakh per family per year.
Under the terms of AB-PMJAY,
there is no waiting period and no
restrictions on  pre-existing
health conditions.

Gig workers will also be
issued identity cards and be eli-
gible to register on the e-Shram
portal, the national database of
unorganised workers under the
labour ministry.

‘Step in right direction’
Balasubramanian Anantha Nar-
ayanan, senior vice president at
TeamLease Services Ltd, said,
“Officially recognising and for-
malising the gig economy is a
step in the right direction.
Including gig workers in the
organised ecosystem will help
them get employment benefits,
and encourage more people to
take advantage of the growing
opportunities.”

“The issuance of identity
cards will give gig work the sta-
tus of actual jobs. So far, gig
work has been seen as tempo-
rary and mainly for side income.
Food and grocery delivery plat-
forms, e-commerce

loyalty and customer satisfac-
tion. The number of gig workers
in India is expected to increase
from 7.7 million in 2024 t0 23.5
million by 2029-30. Niti Aayog
estimates,

The growing digital economy
has created more employment
opportunities, especially for the
freelancing workforce. As a
result, the gig economy is also
set to grow to 235 million work-
ers by FY30, when it will com-
prise 4.1% of the total workforce.

“The digital economy has sig-

Mint the number of claims proc-
essed in favour of its delivery
partners has more than doubled
over the past four years to 353
croreayear, and that 55% of the
claims in 2024 were paid to
cover medical expenses unre-
lated to accidents.

Swiggy. too, has been offering
health and other forms of insur-
ance to its delivery partners at
terms considered to be interna-
tional best practices, said Dinker
Vashisht, vice-president for cor-
porate affairs at the company.
“The government’s decision to
cover gig workers under its flag-
ship health insurance scheme is
a worthy one. We will await
more details to see how insur-
ance can continue to be best pro-
vided, and how the interests of
our delivery partners are best
served,” Vashishtadded.

Krishna of Vahan.ai added
that digital platforms must work
closely with the government to
incorporate the changes. “No
one party can take on the chal-
lenge alone. It's good that the
government is putting some skin
in the game because if the plat-
forms are expected to take on the
entire burden, it will stunt their

job oppor-
tunities, encompassing roles
from delivery personnel, cab
drivers, and beauty professionals
to software engineers and data
analysts,” according to the Eco-
nomic Survey 2024-25.
Moreover, hyperlocal service
platforms have revolutionised
the job landscape in the trans-
portation, food delivery, and

and growth, which
will be bad for our economy in
general,” he said, adding that
details of the framework and
budget allocation for the scheme
are yet to be chalked out.

The gig economy s also set to
grow to 235 million workers by
FY30, when it will comprise 4.1%
of the total workforce,

“The dlglxal economy has sig-

home services ind by cre-

b oppor-

ating flexible employment
options by leveraging technology
while transforming traditional
service sectors into digitally
driven ecosystems, the survey
added.

Some already receive
such

To be sure, many platforms have
already extended benefits such
as health insurance to gig work-

ers. A pokespx told

tunities, encompassing roles
from delivery personnel, cab
drivers, and beauty professionals
to software engineers and data
analysts.” according to the Eco-
nomic Survey 2024-25,
Moreover, hyperlocal service
platforms have revolutionised
the job landscape in the transpor-
tation, food delivery, and home
services industries by creating
flexible employment options by
leveraging technology.
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SLEW OF RELIEF MEASURES

L9k cr booster
for health, gig

workers to get
PMJAY cover

Another 10,000 medical

seats to be added over

the next year, says Sitharaman

ANONNADUTT
&ANKITAUPADHYAY

THE TOTAL outlay for health in this year's
Budget has increased by over 9,000 crore,
with the increase going to several of the gov-
ernment’s key programmes such as its mis-
sion to increase infrastructure, Ayushman
Bharat, as well as allocation for AIIMS Delhi.

The total outlay for Union Health
Ministry has increased to 95,957.8 crore
from the previous year's revised estimate of
186,582.5 crore.

Meanwhile, Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman announced Ayushman
Bharat coverage for 1 crore gig workers,

economy. Rec

Srinath Reddy, former president of the
Public Health Foundation of India.

More medical seats

Another significant announcement for
the health sector was the increase in the
number of medical seats. Sitharaman
Saturday announced that another 10,000
medical seats would be added over the next
year, gearing towards the goal of increasing
the number of medical seats by 75,000 over
the next five years.

There has been a massive jump in the
number of medical seats over the last
decade. The number of MBBS seats has in-
creased from 51,384 before 2014 to 1,12,112
in 2024 and the number of PG seats has in-

their contribution... They

likely to assist nearly 1

Budget speech.

Gig workers are those

“Gig workers of online platforms provide ~ creased from 31,185 to 72,627.
great dynamism to the new-age services This increase, however, has led to other
isi chall Even as the na-
A 5 tional medical education
willbe providedhealthcare 1S Importantthatgig  1eoylator has been working
under the PM Jan Arogya  workers, who are on tightening staffing
Yojana. This measure is vulnerable to several norms, colleges have been
grappling with severe staff
crore gig workers,” health problems, shortage. The geographical
Sitharaman said in her particularly since they distribution of medical
work understressful 53t hasalsobeen skewed
e 5 with some places like
who undertake short-term ~ conditionsand quite  Kamataka and Puducherry
or project-based jobs,em-  often extreme having more than their re-

ployed often by online plat-
forms such as Swiggy,

others. Last year, the 2ov-  health cover
ernment expanded the

coverage of the flagship  NIRMALASITHARAMAN
health scheme to all citi-  UNONFINANCEMINSTER

zens over the age of 70
years, irrespective of their
eCoNoMmic status.

The allocation for the scheme increased
by 22,106 crore as per the Budget docu-
ments.

“At least people in formal employment
are covered by employment health insur-
ance schemes. So it’s important that gig
workers, who are vulnerable to several
health problems, particularly since they
work under stressful conditions and quite
often extreme weather conditions, be pro-
vided some health cover. It is part and par-
cel of extending the ambit of universal
health coverage, which is in a state of evo-
lution, but adding one more section is al-
ways helpfulin providing coverage,” said Dr

weather conditions,
Blinkitand Amazon,among  be provided some

quired share. This had
prompted the regulator
National Medical
Commission to bringina
normof 100 MBBS seats per
10 lakh population. The
norm was later puton hold
when some states said they
had exceeded the numbers,
but with respect to private colleges and not
government ones. These issues were raised
eveninthe economic survey released Friday.

Saturday’s Budget also saw an increase
0f 11,000 crore allocation under the PM
Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure
Mission (PM-ABHIM), increasing from
3,200 crore to 34,200 crore.

This mission was launched during the
Covid-19 pandemic tostrengthen healthin-
frastructure at all levels, construction of
healthand centres, di iclab-
oratories, and critical care blocks.

The budget for AIIMS Delhi was in-
creased from ¥5,000 crore (revised estimate
for 2024-25) to 35,200 crore,
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Chandigarhreceives ¥6,983.18 crore for
2025-26 —up by 7.21% from last fiscal

UT Administration had sought Rs 7,900 crore for the ﬁnancnal year 2025-26 but received Rs 916.82 crore less

HINAROHTAKI
CHANDIGARH, FEBRUARY1

CHANDIGARH received abudg-
etary allocation of Rs 6,983.18
crore for 2025-26, an increase of
7.21 per cent (Rs 469.56 crore)
over Rs 6.513.62 crore last fiscal
2024-25, from the Central
Budget presented by Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Saturday.

The Chandigarh
Administration had sought Rs
7900 crore for 2025-26 but re-
ceived Rs 916.82 crore less.

OfRs6,983.18 crore for 2025-
26,Rs 6,185.18 crore marked un-
der the revenue head and Rs 798
crore under the capital head.

OfRs 6,513.62 crore in 2024-
25, Rs 5.858.62 crore was under
the revenue head and Rs 655
crore under the capital head.
However, in 2024-25, the budg-
etary allocation for Chandigarh
was increased by Rs 426.52 crore
(about 7.01 per cent) over Rs
6,087 crore in 2023-24.

The allocation in 2023-24
was up by 13 per cent, i.e.,Rs
704.13 crore, over the previous
fiscal 2022-23.

In the current budget, Rs
1.206.36 crore was allocated to
the education sector, Rs 987.37
crore to the healthcare, Rs.
984.85 crore to the energy sec-
tor, Rs 958.79 crore to the police

At the Confederation of Indian Industry headquarters in Chandigarh, Saturday. Kamleshwur Singh

department, Rs 884.31 crore to
housing and urban develop-
ment, Rs 445,84 crore to the
transport department and other
sectors Rs 1,515.66 crore.

Projects with various
departments

Road and transport: The pur-
chase of new buses, replacement
of condemned buses, computer-
isation of the Chandigarh
Transport Undertaking, con-
structionof alink road, and pur-
chase of video coach buses for in-

tercity transport.

Health services: Upgrading the
50-bed Community Health
Centre to a 250-bed hospital,
strengthening of 50-bed Poly
Clinic, rural and urban subsidiary
health centres, Employees State
Insurance Scheme, and other
health care schemes, AYUSH
Homeopathy and Ayurveda,
construction of regional trauma
centre, mental health institute,
and Government Rehabilitation

Institute  for Intellectual
Disabilities.
Urban development: Provision

for land acquisition and survey,
construction and other infra-
structure development, urban
roads, stormwater drainage,
electrification, IT Park, civic
works, machinery and equip-
ment, research works, dam
across Sukhna Lake and 24x7
water supply pan city etc.

Education: Modernisation and
purchase of equipment, infra-
structure development for NCC,
providing amenities/services,
graduate courses and modemi-
sation and construction of new
polytechnic, government poly-

technic for women and
Industrial Training Institute,
Power and renewable energy:
Transmission and distribution of
power, new and renewable en-
ergy sources, and promotion of
model solar
city pro-
gramme.
Criticising
the Union
Budget,
ChandigarhMP
Manish Tewari
said, “Itisunfortunate that there
is nothing at all for Chandigarh
in the Union Budget. The total
outlay has gone fromRs 5,838.66
crore in 2024-25 to Rs 6,187.48
crore in 2025-2026, barely cov-
eringinflation. The annualinfla-
tion stands at 5,22 per cent.”
*“The entire northern region
comprising Jammu & Kashmir,
Haryana, Himachal Pradesh,
Punjab and the Union Territory
of Chandigarh has drawn ablank
in the Union Budget. There is
nothing for the farmers protest-
ingon the borders of Punjaband
Haryana,” Tewari said.
However, hailing the budget,
Chandigarh Mayor Harpreet
Babla said, “I
am delighted
that the Vikshit
Bharat Budget
2025-26 priori-
tises 'Sabka
Vikas' with key

Simpleey.io

reforms, including a Rs 12 lakh
tax exemption, Rs 10,000 crore
allocation for agriculture under
the PM Dhan-Dhaanya Krishi
Yojana, enhanced MSME credit,
and strategic investments in Al,
healthcare and infrastructure.
Appreciation to PM Narendra
Modi and Finance Minister
Sitharaman for this forward-
looking and inclusive budget.”

Asserting that the budget of-
fers “no substantive relief to the
people or in-
I creased alloca-
tions for
Chandigarh”,
Chandigarh
Congress presi-
dent HS Lucky
said, “The
budget fails to address critical is-
sues such as unemployment,
poverty,and inflation. There has
been no creation of new jobs, nor
any new projects or allocations
for infrastructure development.
Furthermore, the healthcare and
education sectors have beenen-
tirely overlooked.”

“The budget does not pro-
vide for anenhanced investment
in the Smart City initiative, This
glaring regional imbalance is ev-
ident. Moreover, the proposed
increase in the income tax
threshold is belated and will only
benefit a limited segment of the
population,” the city Congree
chief said.

Page 14 of 55



https://simpleey.io/

Government of India
Ministry of Ayush

02 Feb, 2025

The Indian Express « 02 Feb « Ministry of Ayush

Battling cancer closer home: Daycare centres in all district hospitals in 3
years

12« PG 852 - Sgcm 753645 « AVE

175.5K « Cir

Top Left

ke jttva

creations

Chandigarh

CONTACT FOR
ADVERTISEMENT

Focus on healthcare

Patients at Lok Nayak Hospital in New Delhi. Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in her Budget speech on Saturday said that Viksit Bharat
i high-quality and i

S

NO CUSTOMS DUTY ON 36 LIFESAVING DRUGS FOR CANCER, OTHER RARE DISEASES

Battling cancer closer home: Daycare
centres in all district hospitals in 3 years

tablishment of daycare cancer centres in all

d d

d. “People travel to major centres

ANONNADUTT & district hospitals over the next three years. “District hospi Il-sui de- like AIMS Delhi they trust that they
setupin2025-  liveri . Traveling w:ll nxmve proper care from skilled doctors.

26, said. long distances for these is not the

UNION FINANCE Minister ermala Camerdaycamcemerstypmllypmwde ideal. The most complex cancer inthesys-
theestab- essential med- ill i i tem so that patients feel confident seeking

lish fd.

cancer treat-
mcnr at dlsmcl hospitals, a major mmanvc

cer treatment at the district level and ease

ications, perform minor procedures such as
biopsies and manage complications.

The decision to set up these centres has
significant implications. First, cancer cases

metropolitan cities.
She also announced that 36 lifesaving
drugs for nd chronicill-

inIndia, withone in nine likely
to develop the disease in their lifetime.

super-specialty facilities. However, adaycare
center atdistrict level would serve as a facil-
ity where nurses can safely administer
chemotherapy under the supervision of
physicians,” said Dr Sudeep Gupta, Director
of Tata Memorial Centre in Mumbai.

in-

nesses will be exempted from customs duty.
Six others will be charged a reduced duty of
5% Mostof these life-saving drugs are mono-
clonal antibodies or inhibitors designed to
block specific proteins or enzymes. Also in-

According to Global Cancer Ol y
for2022,the [
men areoral cavity, lung and.

tent to’ bnng cancer care closer to people's

cer. Breast, cervical and ovarian cancer are
the most prevalent among women.

Second, as cancer cases continue to in-
crease,

they spmﬁc challcngps
that add;

treatment there instead of traveling to cities
like Delhi and Mumbai." said Dr Shankar,
DrShyam Agarwal, chairperson of med-
ical oncology at Sir Ganga Ram Hospital,
highlighted the need for trained doctors to
staff these centres. “While daycare centres
can deliver 70-80% of cancer treatment and
reduce travel for chemotherapy, trained
medical and surgical oncologists are essen-

pitals currently do not nn‘er bmpsy services,
even for in-patients. In fact, there are some

tial t inister drugs and perform biop-
sies, aswell as manage potential side effects.”
Sitharaman said that 37 new medicines

and 13 patient

v

cluded are cancer drugs such a: cess (o criti it the district level  videany cancer treatmentatall Thereisaneed  exempt from customs duty. “Specified drugs

for lung cancer and —Indiahasa atleast 759 district  to address this gap so thatwe canofferthese  and medicines under Patient Assistance

cancer.Ct hospxuls that serve ascruml access points scrvmalad.rycammm sandDrAsthck F d -

for ing these fortertiary level. This  Shankar, l at nies are fully exempt from (Basic Custom

benilor at. ional rate. i who Beyond infrastructure hmuauons there Duly).pmwdedlhe mcdlcmes are supplied
“Our government will facilitate the es-  will no longer need to travel to large cities trust  fr shesaid.
PRADHAN MANTRI UJJWALA YOJANA AYUSHMAN BHARAT SCHEME
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Union Health Ministryseesaround 11
pchikeinbudgetaryallocation

NEW DELHI, FEB 1/--/The Union
Health Ministry has been allocated Rs
99,858.56 crore in the Budget 2025-2026, an
around 11 per cent hike over the Rs
89,974.12 crore in the budget (revised
estimates) of 2024-2025 with the
government announcing setting up
daycare cancer centres at all district
hospitals over the next three years.

Two hundred of these daycare cancer
centres would be established in the 2025-
26 fiscal itself,

Presenting the Budget for 2025-2026 on
Saturday, Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said 10,000 seats will be added
in medical colleges next year towards the
goal of adding 75,000 seats in the next five
yvears.

As a relief on the import of drugs/
medicines, 36 lifesaving drugs for treating
cancer, rare diseases and chronic diseases
have been fully exempted from basic
customs duty (BCD). The government had
earlier cut customs duty on Trastuzumab
Deruxtecan, Osimertinib and Durvalumab
from 10 per cent to zero.

Further, 37 medicines along with 13
new drugs and medicines under Patient
Assistance Programmes have been
exempted from BCD, if supplied free to
patients.

The finance minister further
announced that gig workers will be
provided healthcare facilities under PM
Jan Aarogya Yojana (PM-JAY) that would
benefit nearly 1 crore such workers.

Medical tourism and 'Heal in India’
will be promoted in partnership with the

private sector along with capacity
building and easier visa norms,
Sitharaman said in her speech.

The budgetary allocation for the
AYUSH ministry has been increased from
Rs 3,497.64 crore to Rs 3,992.90 crore,
recording a 14.15 per cent increase.

Of the Rs 99,858.56 crore allocated for
the Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare, Rs 95,957.87 crore have been
earmarked for the Department of Health
and Family Welfare and Rs 3,900.69 crore
to the Department of Health Research.

Among the centrally sponsored
schemes, the allocation for the National
Health Mission has been increased from Rs
36,000 crore in 2024-25 to Rs 37,226,92 crore
in 2025-26. Moreover, the allocation for
Ayvushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojna (AB PM-JAY) has been hiked
from Rs 7,605.54 crore to Rs 9,406.00 crore,
marking a rise of 23,6 per cent.

For the National Tele Mental Health
Programme, the budgetary allocation has
been increased from Rs 45 crore to Rs 79.6
crore while the National Digital Health
Mission has been earmarked Rs 340.11
crore from Rs 225 crore in the 2024-25
fiscal.

The budgetary allocation for
autonomous bodies increased from Rs
18978.72 crore in 2024-25 to Rs 20,046.07
crore in 2025-26. The allocation for AIIMS,
New Delhi, has been increased from Rs
5,000 crore to Rs 5,200 crore while ICMR
has been earmarked Rs 3125.50 crore as
against Rs 2,869.99 crore in the 2024-25
fiscal. (PTI)
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Former president, PHF (I /=
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An insurance, infra
push for healthcare

While health research gets a fillip and
digital health gets energised, primary
healthcare lacks the needed support

he Union Budget of 202526 provides

support to healthcare delivery through

il d ini ture
and expansion of the health workforce. It aims
at making more affordable some life-saving
drugs needed for treating cancer, other
chronic diseases, and some rare diseases. It
also seeks to expand the coverage of health
insurance, while providing incentives for
private sector-led medical tourism. While
health research gets a needed boost and digital
health gets energised, primary healthcare does
not get the needed support. Health research
and child nutrition programmes get greater
support, but adolescent health and adult
nutrition do not benefit from budgetary
initiatives.

In her budgetary speech, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman announced support to
create 75,000 more undergraduate seats in
medical colleges over the next five years,
starting with 10,000 more seats in the coming
year. This will help meet health workforce
shortages that are limiting access to needed
health services, even as the demand for health
services will increase owing to a growing and
ageing population. The Budget does not refer
to other sections of the health workforce.

Compared with the previous year’s Budget,
the proposed allocation for health has
increased by 9.7%. This includes a 9.47%
increase for the Ministry of Health and Family

Welfare; a 7.55%

increase for the
Overall, the AYUSH Ministry;
Budget focuses and an 18.14%
more on increase for health
delivering research (Indian

Council of Medical

curative care Research, and the
than on health Department of
promotion Health Research).
and disease The Ayushman
prevention Bharat
Infrastructure
Mission gets a

26.68% increase. While the support for private
sector initiatives to promote medical tourism
has been ed, there is no bud; v
increase for the Pradhan Mantri Swasthya
Suraksha Yojana, which is the vehicle for
strengthening the government’s tertiary care
institutions.

Among the major health programmes, the
public funded Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana gets a substantial boost of 28.85%.
However, the National Health Mission gets only
a3.77% increase. This is surprising as the NHM
is the principal vehicle for strengthening
primary care services and district hospitals.

A welcome announcement proposes to
exempt customs duties on 36 life-saving drugs
that are needed for treating cancer as well as
other chronic and rare diseases, while also
reducing duties on six more. It needs to be
seen how far the pharmaceutical industry will
pass on these benefits to the patients through
reduced drug prices. Support for daycare
centres for cancer treatment in district
hospitals was d. Full ion and
concessional duties will extend to bulk drugs,
which are needed to manufacture medicines in
India. Overall, the Budget focuses more on
delivering curative care than on health
p ion and disease pi ion. While the
former is certainly needed, more needs to be
done to keep the population healthy.
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Life-saving
drugs to get
cheaper

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

The Union government has
allocated %99,858.56 crore
for the Union Health Minis-
try in the Budget 2025-26,
including ¥95,957.87 crore
for the Department of
Health and Family Welfare
and 3,900.69 crore for
the Department of Health
Research.

This is an increase from
%89,974.12 crore allocated
in the Budget (Revised Esti-
mates) of 2024-2025.

The government’s an-
nouncement to fully ex-
empt 36 life-saving drugs
for treating cancer, rare
diseases and chronic dis-
eases from basic customs
duty will make the drugs
cheaper.

It has announced addi-
tional manpower creation
and expanding its health
assurance scheme Ayush-
man Bharat Pradhan Man-
tri Jan Arogya Yojana to in-
clude gig workers.

The Budget presented
by Finance Minister Nirma-
la Sitharaman also envisag-
es enhanced care for wo-
men and child health
through targeted
interventions.
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Thrust for medical tourism to benefit the State

Dhinesh Kallungal
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The proposal in the Union
Budget to bring in easier vi-
sa norms and streamlined
e-visa facilities is likely to
support the economy of
States like Kerala and Goa
where tourism holds great
sway over the local econo-
my.

Tourism  contributes
around 10% of the State
GDP in Kerala and simpli-
fied the visa norms will
help increase foreign tou-
rist arrivals significantly.
The foreign tourist arrivals
in the State have slipped to
6.5 lakh in 2023 compared
to 11.9 lakh in 2019.

According to industry
insiders, the medical and
wellness tourism sector
will get the benefit of the
new decision. The Budget
has announced that medi-

cal tourism and ‘Heal in In-
dia’ will be promoted in
partnership with the priv-
ate sector along with ca-
pacity building and easier
visa norms. Speaking to
The Hindu, Sajeev Kurup,
general secretary, Confed-
eration of Kerala Tourism
Industries, said simplifying
visa norms was one of the
long-pending demands of
the hospitality industry.

Preferred destination
For the time being, Kerala,
Mumbai, and Chennai are
the leading markets for
medical tourist arrivals for
allopathic treatment, while
Kerala is the only segment
leader in the Ayurveda and
wellness tourism sector. In
the case of allopathic treat-
ment, Kerala is the pre-
ferred destination for tou-
rists from West Asia.
Further, the decision to

Kerala is the segment leader in the Ayurveda and wellness tourism
sector.

develop the top 50 tourist
destination sites in the
country in partnership
with States through a chal-
lenge mode will also bene-
fit Kerala.

Though the hospitality
industry has struck a cau-
tiously optimistic note,
there are also concerns

about how the new policy
decisions would be imple-
mented.

In addition, the exorbi-
tant price for flight tickets
continues to dampen the
spirit of the announce-
ments made.

“The government
should also resume the du-

Simpleey.io

ty drawback scheme under
SEIS (Service Export India
Scheme) given for the tou-
rism service providers dur-
ing the pre-pandemic era.
Such a step will give a de-
cent incentive for the sta-
keholders handling the fo-
reign tourism segment,”
said James Kodianthara,
chairperson of the Kerala
chapter of the Indian Asso-
ciation of Tour Operators
(IATO).

Seaplane service

On the other hand, the sea-
plane service has not been
mentioned in the modified
UDAN scheme.

Kerala was pinning its
hopes on the introduction
of seaplane service to in-
crease the tourism poten-
tial and suggested close to
10 waterbodies to start ser-
vices under the UDAN
scheme.
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Kerala upset as Budget has
no mention of economic
package, Vizhinjam aid

Tiki Rajwi
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman’s Union Bud-
get left Kerala’s wish list lar-
gely untouched on Satur-
day, dashing the State’s
hopes for a ¥24,000-crore
economic package and a
35,000-crore special assis-
tance for the Vizhinjam
port project.

The State’s request for a
22,000-crore prop-up for
rehabilitation of the Waya-
nad landslides survivors,
an All India Institute of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS) —
a long-pending demand -
and State-specific packages
for tackling human-wildlife
conflict and emerging cli-
mate change-related chal-
lenges also did not find a
place in the Budget.

Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan termed the Budget
deplorable for rejecting
the State’s major demands.
Finance Minister K.N. Bala-
gopal described it as ex-
tremely disappointing for
Kerala and expressed dis-
may over the absence of
any mention of Wayanad
and the Vizhinjam project.

£ A o

The Kerala government had sought 24,500 crore for building climate

resilience, after the landslide in Wayanad. THULASI KAKKAT

Leader of the Opposition

V.D.  Satheesan  also
slammed the Budget for ig-
noring Kerala.

Kerala had been unsuc-
cessful in securing the
¥24,000-crore economic
package for propping up
State finances and special
aid for the Vizhinjam port
project in Ms. Sitharaman’s
previous Budget as well.

This time, Kerala had al-
so sought a special assis-
tance of 1,000 crore in the
Budget for handling hu-
man-wildlife conflict and
4,500 crore for building
climate resilience. The
State’s long-pending de-
mands concerning the Sil-
verLine semi high-speed

rail system and an interna-
tional research institute in
Ayurveda at Kannur also
failed to find any mention
in the Budget speech.

That said, Ms. Sithra-
man’s announcement re-
garding additional infras-
tructure in five IITs opened
after 2014 is expected to
benefit 1IT-Palakkad. Also,
the decision to extend the
Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) to
2028 with an expanded
outlay will help Kerala. The
State’s request that an ad-
ditional borrowing of 0.5%
of the Gross State Domestic
Product for power sector
reforms be extended to
2025-26 has found a place
in the Budget.
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Trade bodies, industry
honchos hail Budget

It will accelerate India’s economic growth and strengthen a labour intensive economy, says Cll TG
Chairman Sai D. Prasad; adds reduction in tax burden on middle class will increase consumption

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

rade and industry

bodies and heads

of some of the well-
known companies in Te-
langana welcomed Union
Budget 2025-26 as progres-
sive, one poised to streng-
then the Ease of Doing Bu-
siness and for its focus on
driving investment.

CII Telangana Chairman
Sai D. Prasad, who hailed
the Budget as progressive,
said it will accelerate In-
dia’s economic growth and
strengthen labour inten-
sive economy.

A reduction in the tax
burden on the middle class
will increase consumption.
He also termed the Budget
as agriculture and MSMEs
friendly and many of the
interventions proposed in
it will give a fillip to the en-
trepreneurial ecosystem.
CII Telangana gave a 7/10
rating, Mr. Prasad said.

“We recommended rais-
ing the individual income
tax limit to ¥9 lakh. But the
Finance Minister surprised
everyone by raising it to 212
lakh,” FTCCI president Su-
resh Singh said.

Chairman of FTCCI
Committee on Direct Taxes
Sudhir V.S. said the new In-
come Tax Bill, which Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman in the Budget
speech said would be in-
troduced shortly, is long

Industry leaders from Cll and FTCC! watching and analysing the

Union Budget, in Hyderabad on Saturday. RAMAXKRISHNA G

pending and need of the
hour. He expected the Bill
to simplify many things for
taxpayers and tax adminis-
trators as well as increase
ease of compliance.

Pharma industry leader
and Dr. Reddy’s Lab Chair-
man Satish Reddy said
Budget seeks to improve
the resilience of healthcare
infra through cancer
centres, medical educa-
tion, custom duty exemp-
tions on life-saving drugs
and steps to encourage
medical tourism. The con-
tinued focus on investment
in private sector-driven re-
search, development and
innovation announced ear-
lier is welcome.

Telangana State Federa-
tion of Chambers of Com-
merce and Trade president
Prakash Ammanabolu wel-
comed the Budget for its
focus on poor, women,
youth and farmers as well
as inclusive development.

The members were look-
ing forward to further ra-
tionalisation of GST slabs
and reduction in rates,
loans at lower rate of inter-
est and enhanced credit fa-
cility under schemes like
Mudra. “We request subsi-
dised health insurance un-
der Ayushman Bharat for
traders and support in ESI
ad PF contribution for
small traders,” he said.

CEO and co-founder of
Marut Drones Prem Kumar
Vislawath said certain stra-
tegic policy shifts pro-
posed in the Budget will
open up new opportuni-
ties for farmers to adopt
mechanisation and drone
technology, especially in
agriculture-driven States.

While welcoming va-
rious Budget proposals,
Aparna Constructions Di-
rector Rakesh Reddy said
several key expectations of
the real estate sector re-
main unaddressed.
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Life-saving
drugs to get
cheaper

Bindu Shajan Perappadan

NEW DELHI

The Union government has
allocated ¥99,858.56 crore
for the Union Health Minis-
try in the Budget 2025-26,
including ¥95,957.87 crore
for the Department of
Health and Family Welfare
and 3,900.69 crore for
the Department of Health
Research.

This is an increase from
189,974.12 crore allocated
in the Budget (Revised Esti-
mates) of 2024-2025.

The government’s an-
nouncement to fully ex-
empt 36 life-saving drugs
for treating cancer, rare
diseases and chronic dis-
eases from basic customs
duty will make the drugs
cheaper.

It has announced addi-
tional manpower creation
and expanding its health
assurance scheme Ayush-
man Bharat Pradhan Man-
tri Jan Arogya Yojana to in-
clude gig workers.

The Budget presented
by Finance Minister Nirma-
la Sitharaman also envisag-
es enhanced care for wo-
men and child health
through targeted
interventions.
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“Kill the Killer’ strategy:
All district GHs to get
- daycare cancer centres

ﬂ “ﬂ"l'he Union Health
Ministry has been allocated

Rs 99,858.56 crore in the

- Budget 2025-2026, an around
11 per cent hike over the Rs

89,974.12 crore in the budget

~ (revised estimates) of

2024-2025 with the govern-
ment announcing setting up
cancer centres at all
district hospitals over the
ntxtﬂinoyun.

Two hundred of these daycare
cancer centres would be estab-
lished in the 2025-25 fiscal itself.
Presenting the Budget for
2025-2026 on Saturday, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
said 10,000 seats will be add-
ed in medical colleges
next year towards the
goal of adding 75,000

~seats in the next five

years.
* As a relief on the im-
port of drugs/medicines, 36
lifesaving drugs for treating
cancer, rare diseases and chron-
ic have been fully ex-
empted basic customs duty
(BCD), The government had ear-

lier cut customs duty on Trastu-
* zumab Deruxtecan, Osimertin-
ib and Durvalumab from 10 per
cent to zero.

Further, 37 medicines along
with 13 new drugs and medi-
- cines under Patient Assistance
' Programmes have been exempt-

2

edtmmBCD l!'suppliodfnem
patients.

The finance minister further
announced thaf gig workers
will be provided healthcare fa-
cilities under PM Jan
Yojana (PMJAY) that would
benefit nearly 1 crore such
workers.

Medical tourism and ‘Heg] in
India’ will be promoted in part-
nership with the private sector
along with capacity building
and easier visa norms, Sithara-
man said in her spegch,

The budgetary dllocation for
the AYUSH ministry has been
increased frgm Rs 3,497.64 crore
to Rs 3,992.90 crore, recording a

14.15 per cent increase,

Of the Rs 99,858.56 crore
allocated for the Ministry
of Health and Family
Welfare, Rs mm
crore have been

mnrtedmnhobcpumnt
of Health and Family Welfare
and Rs 3,900.69 crore to the De-
partment of Health Research.

Among the centrally spon-
sored schemes, the allocation
for the National Health Mission
has been increased from Rs
36,000.00 crore in 2024-25 to Rs
87,226.92 crore in 2025-26, More-
over, the allocation for Ayush-
man Bharat Pradhan Mantri
Jan Arogya Yojna (AB PM-JAY)
has been hiked from Rs 7,605.54
crore to Rs 9,406.00 crore,

B Y
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GOVT'S CAPITAL EXPENDITURE ON MAJOR
INFRASTRUCTURE SECTORS HAS
INCREASED AT 38.8% FROM FY20 TO FY24.

CAPITAL | ‘37'
EXPENDITURE

0000000000

UNTIL NOVEMBER 2024, DEFENCE, RAILWAYS AND
ROAD TRANSPORT ACCOUNTED FOR ABOUT 75% OF

e 2023-24 (PA)

—2014-15
2015-16

201617
——2017-18
2018-19
201920

THE CAPITAL EXPENDITURE.
URBAN AYUSHMAN. . T
REJUVENATION BHARAT ¢
2020-21 9753.61 2020-21 __NA k{
2021-22 13868.02 2021-22 __ 3115.55
2022-23 6499.87 2022-23  6185.80

224 5200.00 (RE) 202324 6800.00
2024-25 8000.00 (BE) 2024-25  7299.00

4——~

HEALTH MISSION

2020-21 37477.75
2021-22 32957.83
2022- 3707.66 (RE
2023-24 36785.26 (BE)
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Duty cut on
36 life-saving
medicines
AVINASH PRABHAKAR

JHA | DC
NEW DELHI, FEB. 1

To provide relief to
patients, particularly
those suffering from can-
cer, rare diseases and
other severe chronic dis-
eases, finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman
announced that 36 life-
saving drugs and medi-
cines are proposed to be
added to the list of medi-
cines fully exempted
from basic customs duty.

She also said that the
government will facili-
tate setting up of daycare
cancer centres in all dis-
trict hospitals over the
next three years and 200
of these will be estab-
lished in 2025-26.

M Page 8: 10K seats to be
added in medical colleges
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Daycare cancer centres in all district hospitals in 3 years @ Healthcare facilities for gig
workers @ Medical tourism, Heal in India to be promoted with private sector

FROM PAGE 1
Finance minister also
announced 10,000 seats

will be added in medical
colleges next year towards
the goal of adding 75,00¢
seats in the next five years.

In her speech, the minis-
ter said medical tourism
and 'Heal in India’ will be
promoted in partnership
with the private sector
along with capacity build-
ing and easier visa norms.
She also said that gig
workers will be provided
healthcare facilities under
PM Jan Aarogya Yojana
(PM-JAY) that would bene-
fit nearly 1 crore such
workers.

As a relief on the import
of drugs/medicines, 36

ke jttva

creations

lifesaving drugs for treat-
ing cancer, rare diseases
and chronic diseases have
been fully exempted from
basic customs duty (BCD).
The government had earli-
er cut customs duty on
Trastuzumab Deruxtecan,
Osimertinib and Durval-
umab from 10 per cent to
zero. Further, 37 medicin-
es along with 13 new drugs
and medicines under
Patient Assistance Progra-
mmes have been exempted
from BCD, if supplied free
to patients.

The Centre has allocated
299,858.56 crore for the
health ministry, an incre-
ase of about 11 percent
over the last fiscal's outlay
of 89 12 crore. Of the
299,858.56 crore allocated

@ 36 life-
saving
drugs for
treating .
cancer, .

rare diseases an
chronic diseases
have been fully
exempted from basic
customs duty (BCD).

for the health ministry,
295,957.87 crore have been
earmarked for the depart-
ment of health and family
welfare and 23,900.69 crore
to the department of hea-
Ith research. The budget-
ary allocation for the
AYUSH ministry has been

increased from 23,497.64
crore to 23,992.90 crore,
recording a 14.15 per cent
incre
Dr DK Gupta, Felix Hos-
pital, said this Budget will
prove a milestone in stren-
gthening the health infra-
structure. “Many relief
announcements, especial-
ly for cancer patients,
medical students and com-
mon citizens struggling
with the cost of medi-
cines. This step of the gov-
ernment will strengthen
the health infrastructure
of the country and will
help in making India a
major medical destina-
tion,” said Dr Gupta.

The  allocation for
AIIMS, New Delhi, has
been increased from Rs

5,000 crore to Rs 5,200
crore while ICMR
been earmarked R
crore as against Rs
crore in the 2024-25 .
Among the centrally spon-
sored schemes, the alloca-
tion for the National
Health Missionhas been
increased from Rs
36,000.00 crore in 202
Rs 37,226.92 crore in
26. Moreover, the alloca-
tion for Ayushman Bharat
Pradhan Mantri Jan
ArogyvaYojna (AB PM-JAY)
has been hiked from Rs
7,605.54 crore to Rs 9,406.00
crore.

For the National Tele
Mental Health Program-
me, the allocation has
been increased from 45
crore to ¥79.60 crore,
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Health ministry’s allocation
increases by around 1%

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Union
Health Ministry has been
allocated Rs 99,858.56 crore
in the Budget 2025-2026, an
around 11 percent hike over
the Rs 89,974.12 crore in the
budget (revised esti-mates) of
2024-2025 with the govern-
ment announcing setting up
daycare cancer centres at all
district hospitals over the next
three years.

Two hundred of these day-
care cancer centres would be
established in the 2025-26 fis-
cal itself.

Presenting the Budget
for 2025-2026 on Saturday,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said 10,000 seats
will be added in medical col-
leges next year towards the
goal of adding 75,000 seats in
the next five years. Sitharaman
said, “Our government has
added almost 1.1 lakh under-
graduate and post-graduate
medical education seats in 10
years, an increase of 130 per
cent”

“In the next year, 10,000
additional seats will be added
in medical colleges and hospi-
tals towards the goal of adding

FM Sitharoman presenting the Budget 2025-26 in Parlioment 1]

75,000 seats in the next five
years," she said.

As a relief on the import of
drugs/medicines, 36 lifesaving
drugs for treating cancer, rare
diseases and chronic diseases
have been fully exempted from
basic customs duty (BCD).
The government had earlier
cut customs duty on Trastu-
zumab Deruxtecan, Osimer-
tinib and Durvalumab from
10 percent to zero.

Further, 37 medicines along
with 13 new drugs and med-
icines under Patient Assis-
tance Programmes have been
exempted from BCD, if sup-
plied free to patients.

The Finance Minister fur-
ther announced that gig work-
ers will be provided healthcare
facilities under PM Jan Aar-
ogya Yojana (PM-JAY) that
would benefit nearly 1 crore
such workers.

Medical tourism and ‘Heal
in India’ will be promoted in
partnership with the private
sec-tor along with capacity
building and easier visa norms,
Sitharaman said in her speech.

The budgetary alloca-
tion for the AYUSH ministry
has been increased from Rs
3,497.64 crore to Rs 3,992.90
crore, recording a 14.15 per
cent increase.
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Budgetary allocation for Health
ministry increases by around 11%

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Union
Health Ministry has been
allocated Rs 99,858.56 crore
in the Budget 2025-2026, an
around 11 percent hike over
the Rs 89,974.12 crore in the
budget (revised esti-mates) of
2024-2025 with the govern-
ment announcing setting up
daycare cancer centres at all
district hospitals over the next
three years.

Two hundred of these day-
care cancer centres would be
established in the 2025-26 fis-
cal itself.

Presenting the Budget
for 2025-2026 on Saturday,
Finance Minister Nirmala Sith-
araman said 10,000 seats will
be added in medical colleges
next year towards the goal of
adding 75,000 seats in the next
five years. Sitharaman said,
“Our government has added
almost 1.1 lakh undergradu-
ate and post-graduate medical
education seats in 10 years, an
increase of 130 per cent.”

“In the next year, 10,000
additional seats will be added

Nirmala Sitharaman presenting the Budget 2025-26 in Parlioment  PlI

in medical colleges and hos-
pitals towards the goal of add-
ing 75,000 seats in the next five
years,” she said.

As a relief on the import of
drugs/medicines, 36 lifesaving
drugs for treating cancer, rare
diseases and chronic diseases
have been fully exempted from
basic customs duty (BCD). The
government had earlier cut
customs duty on Trastuzumab
Deruxtecan, Osimertinib and
Durvalumab from 10 percent
to zero.

Further, 37 medicines along

with 13 new drugs and med-
icines under Patient Assis-
tance Programmes have been
exempted from BCD, if sup-
plied free to patients.

The Finance Minister fur-
ther announced that gig work-
ers will be provided healthcare
facilities under PM Jan Aar-
ogya Yojana (PM-JAY) that
would benefit nearly 1 crore
such workers.

Medical tourism and *Heal
in India’ will be promoted in
partnership with the private
sec-tor along with capacity

Highlights

» The govt announced
setting up daycare cancer
centres ot all district
hospitals over the next
three years

» The Finance Minister
further announced that
gig workers will be
provided healthcare
facilities under PM-JAY

» The allocation for the
AYUSH ministry increased
to Rs 3,992.90 crore

building and easier visa norms,
Sitharaman said in her speech.

The budgetary allocation for
the AYUSH ministry has been
increased from Rs 3,497.64
crore to Rs 3,992.90 crore,
recording a 14.15 per cent
increase. Of the Rs 99,858.56
crore allocated for the Min-
istry of Health and Family
Welfare, Rs 95,957.87 crore
have been earmarked for the
Department of Health and
Family Welfare and Rs 3,900.69
crore to the Department of

Simpleey.io

Health Research.

Among the Centrally spon-
sored schemes, the allocation
for the National Health Mis-
sion has been increased from
Rs 36,000.00 crore in 2024-25
to Rs 37,226.92 crore in 2025-
26. Moreover, the allocation
for Ayushman Bharat Prad-
han Mantri Jan Arogya Yojna
(AB PM-JAY) has been hiked
from Rs 7,605.54 crore to Rs
9,406.00 crore,

For the National Tele Mental
Health Programme, the bud-
getary allocation has been in-
creased from Rs 45 crore to Rs
79.60 crore while the National
Digital Health Mission has
been earmarked Rs 340.11
crore from Rs 225 crore in the
2024-25 fiscal.

The budgetary allocation for
autonomous bodies increased
from Rs 18978.72 crore in
2024-25 to Rs 20,046.07 crore
in 2025-26. The allocation for
AlIMS, New Delhi, has been
increased from Rs 5,000 crore
to Rs 5,200 crore while ICMR
has been earmarked Rs 3125.50
crore as against Rs 2,869.99
crore in the 2024-25 fiscal.
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200 cancer centres to launch in 2025

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
NEW DELHI

he government  will

facilitate setting up of
daycare cancer centres in all
district hospitals over the next
three years and 200 of these will
be established in 2025-26,
Union  Finance  Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman
announced on Saturday.
Presenting the 2025-26 Union
Budget, Sitharaman said 10,000
additional seats will be added
in  medical colleges and
hospitals next year towards the
goal of adding 75,000 seats in
the next five years.
She further announced that gi
workers will be pmvidcﬁ
healthcare facilities under PM
Jan Aarogya Yojana (PM-JAY)
and this measure is likely to
assist nearly one crore workers.
The government will facilitate

setting up of daycare cancer
centres in all district hospitals
in the next three vyears,
Sitharaman said. She said, "200
centres  will  be
established in 2025-
26 itself.”

To provide relief to
patients
particularly  those

suffering from cancer, w
rare discases and other

severe chronic diseases, 36
lifesaving drugs and medicines
are proposed to be added to the
list of medicines fully exempted
from basic customs duty
(BCD).

"l also propose to add six
lifesaving medicines to the list
attracting concessional
customs duty of 5 per cent. Full
exemption and concessional
duty will also respectively apply
on the bulk drugs for
manufacture of the above,” the

minister said.

Specified drugs and medicines

under Patient  Assistance

Programmes run by
pharmaceutical

companies are fully

exempt from BCD,

provided the
medicines are
supplied free of cost
to patients, she

said. "I propose to add
37 more medicines along with
13 new patient assistance
programmes,” she said.

On adding seats in medical
colleges  and  hospitals,
Sitharaman  said, "Our
government has added almost
1.1 lakh undergraduate and
postgraduate medical
education seats in 10 years, an
increase of 130 per cent.”

"In the next year, 10,000
additional seats will be added
in  medical colleges and

hospitals towards the goal of
adding 75,000 seats in the next
five years,” she said.

The finance minister said
medical tourism and 'Heal in
India' will be promoted in
partnership with the private
sector along with capacity
building and easier visa norms.
Also, broadband connectivity
will be provided to :JI
government secondary schools
and  primary  healthcare
centres, the minister said.

The Union Health Ministry has
been allocated Rs 99,858.56
crore in the Budget 2025-2026,
anaround 11 per cent hike over
the Rs 89,974.12 crore in the
budget (revised estimates) of
2024-2025 with the
government announcing
setting up daycare cancer
centres at all district hospitals
over the next three years.

The budgetary allocation for
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the AYUSH ministry has been
increased from Rs 3,497.64
crore to Rs 399290 crore,
recording a 14.15 per cent
increase.

Of the Rs 99,858.56 crore
allocated for the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare, Rs
95,957.87 crore have been
earmarked for the Department
of Health and Family Welfare
and Rs 3,900.69 crore to the
Department  of  Health
Research.

Among the centrally sponsored
schemes, the allocation for the
National Health Mission has
been increased from Rs
36,000.00 crore in 2024-25 to
Rs 37,226.92 crore in 2025-26.
Moreover, the allocation for
Ayushman Bharat Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojna (AB
PM-JAY) has been hiked from
Rs 7,605.54 crore to Rs 9,406.00
crore.
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GETS RS 95,957.87 CR
ALLOCATION

ANJALI SINGH

NEW 0
NEW DELH

The government has allocated
Rs 9595787 crore for the de-
velopment, maintenance, and
improvement of the country’s
healthcare system, which is
higher than Rs 86,582.48
crore in FY23 The govern-
ment has also allocated Rs
2,445 crore for Production
Linked Incentive (PLI) for
the phanmaceutical ndustry.

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman presented the
Union Budget for the cighth

Healthcare budget from
2018-2025

v | Allocation
ool | tRs)

201819 52,800

2019-20 62.659

2020-21 65012

021.22 73,932

2022-2) 86,200

2023-24 v

202425 90,959

consecutive time in the Lok
Sabha on Saturday, allocat-
ing Rs 37,226,922 crore to
the National Health Mission
(NHM). The National Tele
Mental Health Programme
was allocated Rs 796 crore,
Ayushman Bharat Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana
(ABPMJAY) gotanallocation
of Rs 9406 crore to expand
bhealth nsurance coverage,
The Pradhandhan Mantn
Ayushman Bharat Health In-
frastructure Mission (PMAB-
HIM)allocation is Rs 4,200
crores for the Pradban Mantri
Ayushman Bharat Health In-
frastructure Mission (PMAB-
HIM). The Union Budgetal-
located R 2004607 crores
for autonomous bodies. The
allocation for All India Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences(Al-
IMS), Delli, was increased to

A doctor checks a man
atthe Central Hospital
of Mahakumb rin
Prayagraj on Jan 5. ANI

Rs 5,200 crores.
Duaring the budget prosentar
tion, FM sail the government
will establish 200 cancer on-
ters in 202526, The govern-
ment will facilitate the setting
up of daycare cancer centers
inall district hospitals in the
next three years,
“Setting up daycare cancer
centers at the district level is
a welcome step. These cen-
ters will provide facilities
for cancer chemotherapy/
immunotherapy and day-
care operations for avariety
of cancers,” said Dr. Shyam
Aggarwal, Vice Presidentof
the Indian Society of Medi-
caland Paediatric Oncology.
Sitharaman also announced
that from next year, 10,000
ackditional seats will be added
n medical colleges and hospi-
taks towards the goal of adding
75000 seats in the next five
years, “Our government has
added almost L1lakh under-
graduate and postgraduate
medical education seats in 10
years, an increase of 130%.
In the next year, 10000 ad-
ditional seats will be adided in
mexlical colleges and hospitads
towards the goal of adding
T5.000 seats inthe next five
years,” she said. "Adding
10,000 medical seats is a
welcome step to bridge the
gapintradned medical profes-
sionals,” said Dr. D.S, Rana,
Chairman, Trust Board, Sir
Ganga Ram Hospital.
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Dhanwantry Ayurvedic College & Hospital, Chandigarh
receives approval of grant of approximately Rs. 10
crore from Ministry of AYUSH, Government of India

SHASHI PAL JAIN
CHANDIGARH, FEB 1

Dhanwantry Ayurvedic Col-
lege & Hospital, a premier in-
stitution in Ayurvedic educa-
tion and healthcare, is pleased
to announce that it has re-
ceived an approval of grant of
approximately Rs. 10 crore
from the ministry of AYUSH,
Government of India, under
the Cent Upgradation of Shri
Dhanwantry Ayurvedic Col-
lege &Hospital to Centre of
Excellence for Ayurvedic
Management and Care of
Chronic Spine Disorders un-
der COE Component of Ayur-
swasthya Yojana.

The grant; a significant
recognition of the institu-
tion's commitment to excel-
lence in Ayurvedic education
and healthcare, will be uti-
lized to further enhance the

college's infrastructure, aca-

demic programs, and re-
search initiatives. In this
project, Dr. Sumit Srivastava,
Principal will act as Principal
Investigator, Dr. A. Sankar
Baba, Director Hospital as
Co-PI, Dr. Pragati A. Katariya
Pofessor & HoD, Deptt. of
Kayachikitsa as Co-PI and Dr.
Kanika Aggarwal, Professor,
Deptt. of Panchkarma as Co-

PI.

Expressing
and Gratitude

Dr. Naresh Mittal, Gener-
al Secretary, Shri Dhan-
wantry Educational Society
(Regd.) Chandigarh, ex-
pressed his happiness and
gratitude to the Government
of India for the grant.

"This grant is a testament
to the institution's dedication
to promoting Ayurvedic edu-
cation and healthcare. We are
committed to utilizing these
funds to further strengthen
our programs and contribute
to the growth of Ayurveda in
the country."

Sh. Sudershan Kumar
Sharma, Director, and Dr.
Sumit Srivastava, Principal,
SDACH, Chandigarh also ex-
pressed their happiness and
gratitude to the Government
of India for the grant.

Happiness
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In a move that will ease
finandal burden on families
grappling with high-reat.
ment costs, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on Sat-
urday fully exempted 36 life-
saving drugs, induding anti-
cancer therapies, from basic
customs duties.

Apart from this, sixaddition-
al lifesaving medicines are
proposed to be added to the
list that attracts concessional
customsduty of 5 per cent.

Among therapies set to get
cheaper are — cutting-edge
anti-cancer immunotherapy
drug Pembrolizumab; Lorla-
tinib and Dacomitinib, used
to treat nonsmall cell lung
cancer, Inotuaimab ozogam-
ian (InO), a chemotherapy
drugused totreat Beellacute
Iymphoblastic leukaemia in
adults and children,

Also in the full Basic Cus-
toms Duty (BCD) exemption
list is Olaparib. a medication
with annual costs per patient
often exceeding  $1,00,000
making it one of the most
costly cancer drugs available.
Olaparib is a medication for
the maintenance treatment
of BRCA-mutated advanced
ovarian cancer in adults.

Bortezomib injection used to
treat multiple myeloma (blood
plasma cdll cancer) in patients

The Tribune « 02 Feb « Ministry of Ayush

No customs duty on 36 life saving drugs
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FMannounces daycare cancer centres for 759 dist hospitals, 10K addl MBBS seats over next year
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Y1LAKH CROUTLAY | BOOST TO AYUSHMAN MEDICAL TOURISM FUNDS FORAYUSH UP
The heath sector outlay, for | The allocation for Ayush- Medical tourism and ‘Heal in The budgetary allocation for
the first time, has touched man Bharat Pradhan India’ will be promoted in the AYUSH (Ayurveda, Yoga
Rs 1 lakh core with the FM Mantri Jan Arogya Yojna partnership with the private andNaturopathy, Unani, Sid-
allocating Rs 99,858.56 (AB PM-JAY) has been sector along with capacity dhaand Homeopathy) Min-
crore for the sector as Increased from Rs bullding and easier visa stry has been increased
against Rs 90,958.63 crore | 7,605.54 crore toRs norms. The budgetary alocas  fromRs 349764 crore to Rs
In the Budget of 202425 ~ | 9,406.00 crore, markinga | tion for autonomous bodies 3992.90 crore, recording a
a raise of 9.78 per cent. rise of 23.6 per cent. has also been increased. 14,15 per cent increase.

with or without a previous his-  major factor in discussions  increase in risk factors such  are supplied free of cost to
tory of restment; Cetindmab,a  regarding itscosteffectiveness as tobacco and alcohol con-  patients, she added.

targeted cancer drug used to  in varous cancer treadments, sumption, Jow physical activ- Overall, the health sector
treat head, neck and colorectal The cutsin customs duties  ity, unhealthy diets and con-  outlay today, for the first
cancersarealsoproposedtobe  on top-end anti-cancer drugs  sumption of high salt, sugar  time, touched Rs 1 lakh crore
fully exenmpted Cetwwdmabisa come at atimewhen the esti-  and saturated fats, with the FM allocating Rs
very expensive drug, withthe  mated incidence of cancer Specified drugs and medi- 99 858.56 crore for the sector
cost often reaching tens of casesinIndiahasbeenrising cines under Patient Assis-  as against Rs 90,958 63 crore
thousands of dollars per treat-  — from 1426 447 in 2021 to  tance Programmes run by  inthe Budget of 2024-25 —a
mentycle, making tasignific-  14,61,427 in 202210 1496972  pharmaceutical companies  raise of 9.78 percent.

cant financal burden formany  in 2023. ICMR has attributed  are also fully exempted from Another major  budget

patients; this high cost is a

the rising incikdence to an

BCD, provided the medicnes

announcement for cancer care
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Top Center

relates to the decision to estab-
lish daycare cancer entres in
alldistrict hospitals. India has
759 distnt hospitals.

“Our government will facl
itate setting up of Day Care
Cancer Centres in all distnict
hospitals in the next three
years and 200 centres will be
established in 2025-26," the
FM said, further unveiling
plans to create 10,000 addi-
tional MBBS seats inthe next
year towards the final goal of
75.000 seats over five years.

Although the govemment
hasadded almost 1.1 akh UG
and PG medical education
seats in 10 years, an increase
of 130 per cent, gaps persist.

The Economic Surwey yes-
terday flagged the need to
ramp up medical education
infrastructure.

“Since 2019, the number of
medical colleges grew from
499 to 648 in 2023 to 780 in
2025, during which the
MBBS seats increased from
70012 to 96,077 in 2023 to
1,18,137 in 2025 and postgrad-
uate seats increased from
39,583 to 64.059 in 2023 to
73,157 in 2025, the survey
said, calling for greater
access at atime when Indian
studentsare looking offshore
for medical instruction.

The survey also spoke of
the high cost of private med-
ical education — Rs 60 lakh
to Rs 1 crore for the course
— as a key reason for thou-
sands of students annually
going abroad to 50 countries
to seek undergraduate med-
ical degrees. These coun-
tries include China, Russia,
Ukraine, Philippines and
Bangladesh,
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In a move that will ease
finandal burden on families
grappling with high-reat.
ment costs, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on Sat-
urday fully exempted 36 life-
saving drugs, induding anti-
cancer therapies, from basic
customs duties.

Apart from this, sixaddition-
al lifesaving medicines are
proposed to be added to the
list that attracts concessional
customsduty of 5 per cent.

Among therapies set to get
cheaper are — cutting-edge
anti-cancer immunotherapy
drug Pembrolizumab; Lorla-
tinib and Dacomitinib, used
to treat nonsmall cell lung
cancer, Inotuaimab ozogam-
ian (InO), a chemotherapy
drugused totreat Beellacute
Iymphoblastic leukaemia in
adults and children,

Also in the full Basic Cus-
toms Duty (BCD) exemption
list is Olaparib. a medication
with annual costs per patient
often exceeding  $1,00,000
making it one of the most
costly cancer drugs available.
Olaparib is a medication for
the maintenance treatment
of BRCA-mutated advanced
ovarian cancer in adults.

Bortezomib injection used to
treat multiple myeloma (blood
plasma cdll cancer) in patients

The Tribune « 02 Feb « Ministry of Ayush

No customs duty on 36 life-saving drugs
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Top Center

oms duty on 36 life-saving drugs

FMannounces daycare cancer centres for 759 dist hospitals, 10K addl MBBS seats over next year

Y1LAKH CROUTLAY | BOOST TO AYUSHMAN MEDICAL TOURISM FUNDS FORAYUSH UP
The heath sector outlay, for | The allocation for Ayush- Medical tourism and ‘Heal in The budgetary allocation for
the first time, has touched man Bharat Pradhan India’ will be promoted in the AYUSH (Ayurveda, Yoga
Rs 1 lakh core with the FM Mantri Jan Arogya Yojna partnership with the private andNaturopathy, Unani, Sid-
allocating Rs 99,858.56 (AB PM-JAY) has been sector along with capacity dhaand Homeopathy) Min-
crore for the sector as Increased from Rs bullding and easier visa stry has been increased
against Rs 90,958.63 crore | 7,605.54 crore toRs norms. The budgetary alocas  fromRs 349764 crore to Rs
In the Budget of 202425 ~ | 9,406.00 crore, markinga | tion for autonomous bodies 3992.90 crore, recording a
a raise of 9.78 per cent. rise of 23.6 per cent. has also been increased. 14,15 per cent increase.

with or without a previous his-  major factor in discussions  increase in risk factors such  are supplied free of cost to
tory of restment; Cetindmab,a  regarding itscosteffectiveness as tobacco and alcohol con-  patients, she added.

targeted cancer drug used to  in varous cancer treadments, sumption, Jow physical activ- Overall, the health sector
treat head, neck and colorectal The cutsin customs duties  ity, unhealthy diets and con-  outlay today, for the first
cancersarealsoproposedtobe  on top-end anti-cancer drugs  sumption of high salt, sugar  time, touched Rs 1 lakh crore
fully exenmpted Cetwwdmabisa come at atimewhen the esti-  and saturated fats, with the FM allocating Rs
very expensive drug, withthe  mated incidence of cancer Specified drugs and medi- 99 858.56 crore for the sector
cost often reaching tens of casesinIndiahasbeenrising cines under Patient Assis-  as against Rs 90,958 63 crore
thousands of dollars per treat-  — from 1426 447 in 2021 to  tance Programmes run by  inthe Budget of 2024-25 —a
mentycle, making tasignific-  14,61,427 in 202210 1496972  pharmaceutical companies  raise of 9.78 percent.

cant financal burden formany  in 2023. ICMR has attributed  are also fully exempted from Another major  budget

patients; this high cost is a

the rising incikdence to an

BCD, provided the medicnes

announcement for cancer care
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relates to the decision to estab-
lish daycare cancer entres in
alldistrict hospitals. India has
759 distnt hospitals.

“Our government will facl
itate setting up of Day Care
Cancer Centres in all distnict
hospitals in the next three
years and 200 centres will be
established in 2025-26," the
FM said, further unveiling
plans to create 10,000 addi-
tional MBBS seats inthe next
year towards the final goal of
75.000 seats over five years.

Although the govemment
hasadded almost 1.1 akh UG
and PG medical education
seats in 10 years, an increase
of 130 per cent, gaps persist.

The Economic Surwey yes-
terday flagged the need to
ramp up medical education
infrastructure.

“Since 2019, the number of
medical colleges grew from
499 to 648 in 2023 to 780 in
2025, during which the
MBBS seats increased from
70012 to 96,077 in 2023 to
1,18,137 in 2025 and postgrad-
uate seats increased from
39,583 to 64.059 in 2023 to
73,157 in 2025, the survey
said, calling for greater
access at atime when Indian
studentsare looking offshore
for medical instruction.

The survey also spoke of
the high cost of private med-
ical education — Rs 60 lakh
to Rs 1 crore for the course
— as a key reason for thou-
sands of students annually
going abroad to 50 countries
to seek undergraduate med-
ical degrees. These coun-
tries include China, Russia,
Ukraine, Philippines and
Bangladesh,
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UT share up 7.21%, focus on development

3143 cr more for infra upgrade | Cash-strapped civic bod

BUDGET
2025-26

DusHYANT SINGH PUNDIR
CHANDIGARH, FEBRUARY 1
There has been a 721%
increase in the allocation for
Chandigarh in the Union
Budget 2025-26 compared to
the previous fiscal estimates,
The total allocation is Rs
460.56 crore more than Rs
6,513.62 crove — the budget
estimates for the past year

This year estimates for the
UT have been pegged ot Rs
6.983.18 crore, including Rs
6,185.18 crore for revenueand
Rs 798 crore for capital
expenditure, in the Budget
presented in Parliament by
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman today.

Terming the Budget 2025-
26 a histaric step, Punjab
Governor and UT Adminis-
trator Gulab Chand Katana
thanked Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Sithara-
man for the provisions, which
would benefit the poor, farm-
ers and the middle class.

He said, “In my 40 years of
public bfe, this is the first
time | have witnessed sucha
significant support for the
middle class through tax

Ta 4.

ESTIMATES
Sector 202425 202526
Education 7103198 ¢cr | T1,20636¢r
Health B4 77 ar T087.37 o«
Energy T1,09370¢r | T984.85¢r
Police 2032 1958 MWer
Housing, urban dvit| T874 Sdcr 88431 ¢r
Transport 45580 ¢ 44584 cr
Others 1142862¢cr | T151566 ¢
Total 1651362 1698318 ¢cr
BIG SUPPORT FOR MIDDLE CLASS: GUV
®6in my 40years of public
life, this is the first time that
| havewitnessed sucha '
significant supportformiddie -
dassthrough tax exemptions
and other incentives. 99
Gutab Chand Kataria, 7 owns mos
exemptions and other incen-  greatly benefitits residents.

tives. This is highly com-
mendable and a welcome
step. This budget marks an
important milestone in the
empowerment of all sections
of society.”

Kataria also expressed grat-
itude for the budgetary provi-
sions made for the dty's
development He emphasised
the Central Government's
commitment to modemising
the city infrastructure and pri-
oritising itsoverall growth will

Major allocations include
Rs 1206 36 crove for the edu-
cation sector, Rs 987.37 crore
for health, Rs 984.85 crore for
energy, Rs 958.79 crore for
police, Rs 88431 crore for
housing and urban develop-
ment andl Rs 445.84 arare for
the transport sector. Various
other sectors will benefit
from an allocation of Rs
1,515.66 crore.

Of the total budget, the
administration has got Rs

6,185.18 crore under the rev-
enue head, which is Rs
326.56 crore more than the
previous year's amount.
Inder the capital head, the
UT has been allocated Rs 798
crore, with an increase of Rs
143 crore. Funds under the
capital head are meant for
development works and
asset creation, while those
under the revenue head are
spent on salaries and other
recuITing expenses.

The Administration had

y gets

sought nearly Rs 7,900 crore
from the Centre for 2025-26
for varous projects, includ-
ing power education and
transport, but it got Rs
916.82 crore less.

Owing to the privatisation
of the UT Electricity Depart-
ment, the Centre has reduced
the allocation under energy
sector from Rs 1,083.70 crore
in 202425 to Rs 984.85 crore
in the 2025-26 fiscal

The following are various
fields for which provisions

3625 cr grantin-aid

have been made in the budg-
et allocation

Power and renewable energy:
New and renewable sources
of energy, and promotion of
model solar city programme.

Education:  Modemisation
and purchase of equipment,
development of infrastrue-
ture for NCC, providing
amenitiey'services, graduate
courses, modernisation and
construction of new polytech-
nic; govemment polytechnic

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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BARELY COVERS INFLATION

6 Thetotal outlay has
gone upto 76,187.48 crore
inFY 2025-26 but that
barely covers inflation. 99

Manish Tewar, Cooas

CITY TO BENEFIT

©6Abudget with focuson
analkHound development,
numerous benefits for UT

and nation as awhole. 99
Jatinder Pdl Malbotra, Oy asr pRESONT

RELIEF TOSMALL TRADERS

©6Budget has provided
relief tosmall traders by
extending tax benefits and
simpifying procedures. 99
Chaanjiv Singh, cov reesoent
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for women and the Industrial
Training Institute.
Heailth services: Ummdcm‘m
bed Comm\mu). Health Cen-
ge. 1) A
strengthening of 50-bed Poly
Clinic, rural subsiciary health
oentres, uthan subsi l'a’l.l’)'
health centres, Employees
State Insurance Scheme, and
other health care schemes.
1 Homoeopathy and
Ayurveda, construction  of
regional trauma centre, men-
tal health institute, and Gov-
ermnment Rehabilitation Insti-
tte  for  Intellectual
Disabilities.
Welfare of women and ¢hildren:
Renovationdditions/  con.
stuction  of  government
buildings, home for the old
mdMuwume‘mw.
dren Home for Girls, protec-
tion centre for runaway cou-
ples, creches for the chikdren
of ““klng mothers, share
capital contribution toChandi-
gurh Child and Women Devel-
opment Corporation, match-
ue contribution for
implementation of Centrally
sponsored Integrated Child

Pﬂ){m X mmneam‘mﬂ
setting up of UT Commission
for Protection of Child Rights
Road andtransport: Purchaseof
new bu.m. m‘i“"ﬂl@m d
condemned buses -l
upgradeof bus stand, comput-
enisation of Chandigarh

tion of link road, and purdh
of\"tim oach buses for int.-r-
Gty transport,

Urban development: Provision
for land acquisition and sur-
vey, construction and other
infrastructure  development,
urban roads, stom  water
dminage, electrification, IT
Park, cdvic works, machinery
and equipment, research
works, dam across S

Lake and 24x7 water pr"l‘:
Welare of the differently abled
and the aged: National Family
Benefit Scheme, Implementa-
tance Programme, Implemen-
tation of Disability
Mpﬂlﬁmnum, mbstdv on
petraliciesd o physically chal-
lenged persons, unemploy-
ment allowance to persons
with disability and national
programme for Rehabilitation
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Healing touch to cancer care, med infra push

1.1L UG and PG medical
education seats in 10 yrs

The FM said the government
had added almost 1.1 lakh
undergraduate and post-
graduate medical education
seats in 10 years. Experts
welcomed the move to reduce
the cost of life-saving drug.

KAVITA BAJELI-DATT @New Delhi

THE health sector received a
9.47% hike in the Union Budget,
with a major push to public
health, especially cancer care, as
the government announced a se-
ries of measures, including set-
ting up daycare centres in all dis-
trict hospitals over the next
three years.

Union Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman, in her budget
speech on Saturday, announced
that “next year, 10,000 additional
seats will be added in medical
colleges and hospitals, towards
the goal of adding 75,000 seats in
the next five years.”

She said the government had

added almost 1.1 lakh under-
graduate and post-graduate med-
ical education seats in 10 years,
an increase of 130%. The total al-
location for the Health and Fam-
ily Welfare Ministry, excluding
the Department of Research, is
95,957. 87 crore, up from 87,656.9
crore in the previous year.
According to Dr Sarit Kumar
Rout, Professor of Health Eco-
nomics and Financing at the In-
dian Institute of Public Health
Bhubaneswar, Public Health
Foundation of India (PHFI),
“Only 9.47% increase in Health
and Family Welfare budget com-
pared to 2024-25 BE in absolute
terms, and if adjusted to infla-
tion, it is a moderate increase.”
“Overall health sector alloca-
tions, including AYUSH, health
research and health and family

welfare budget estimates consti-
tute only 2% of total central gov-
ernment allocations and which
remains more or less same in the
last several years,” he told this
newspaper.

Prof. K Srinath Reddy, former
President of PHFI, said, while
the overall health budget has in-
creased, it is reflected mostly in
raised allocations for the infra-
structure, digital health, and Ay-
ushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri
Jan Arogya Yojana (PM-JAY)
components. “The National
Health Mission, the vehicle for
strengthening primary care and
district hospitals, has received
only a small increase. This im-
balance needs to be corrected.

The National Health Mission
saw a nearly 4 per cent hike from
¥36,200 crore allocation last year

Simpleey.io

to ¥37,566 crore this fiscal. Poon-
am Muttreja, Executive Director
of the Population Foundation of
India said the total health budget
remains insufficient to address
India’s growing healthcare
needs, particularly public health
infrastructure, primary health-
care, and non-communicable
diseases. “We need transforma-
tive change, not incremental
steps. We must address the his-
torical shortfalls in the health
budgets over the years.”

However, experts welcomed
the move to reduce the cost of
life-saving drugs, extending day-
care services for cancer patients
indistrict hospitals, 200 of which
would be established this year,
and including gig workers in
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yo-
jana (PM-JAY).
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Going Home to Heal

igration to other parts of the world and leaving your homeland may not

be easy for everyone, but it is situations and circumstances that make us

do so. The migrant population is observed to be prone to a spectrum of
health issues which if diagnosed early can be prevented. Here is how Ayurveda
can help them.

Autoimmunity

With changed lifestyles and food habits, we see a significant percentage of the
migrant population developing various autoimmune issues. It ranges from
various kinds of joint pains, swelling, allergic reactions, hair loss, etc. Changed
climatic conditions, like extreme cold or extreme heat, is also a triggering factor.

Neurological Issues

We could observe a range of neurological issues manifesting, especially in the
early 30s and 40s more in those who migrated to European nations with extreme
cold climatic conditions. Multiple sclerosis, neuropathies with numbness,
tingling sensation, and burning sensation of upper and lower limbs are the
common manifestations observed
among the diaspora.

Behavioral Issues

The number of kids seen with
autism, attention deficit issues,
and hyperactive behaviour is seen
more in the overseas diaspora.
Many reasons could be attributed
to this observation. Changed
family circumstances, emotional
and mental stress during
pregnancy for women, and lack of
parental nurturing due to
work-related issues are some of
them.

Changed Seasonal Rhythms

Our body is always in continu-
ous interaction with the environ-
ment. Changes in nature brings in physiological, metabolical, and psychological
alterations within each one of us. Becoming aware of it and tuning one’s body
according to the changing situations through the seasonal regimen, the rithucha-
rya as advocated in Ayurveda, is important for us to be healthy.

Changed Biological Rhythms

We are most connected to our light and energy provider—the sun. We are most
active metabolically during the peak time of day and least active when the sun
goes down. There is a huge variation in the timings of sunrise and sunset
globally. One has to become aware of it, observe one’s body, and set their daily
routine accordingly.

Changed Sociocultural Atmosphere
Adapting to a new country’s rules and ways of living may not be smooth for
all. This can again disturb the internal milieu.
How to Tackle
Food must be consumed according to one’s health needs and nature. Pitha
Prakruthi people must avoid t spicy; salty, and sour food. Kaph people must avoid
cold, oily, heavy food that is difficult to digest; vata dominant individuals must
always be aware of constipation; they must keep away from dry food.
The Adaptable Practices
The rithucharya, or seasonal detoxification to keep oneself healthy is
important. Consulting an ayurvedic physician can put forward the personalised
approach, according to Prakrithi. Practices of Abhyanga (oil massage), Shiroab-
hyanaga (oil massage over the head), Udvartana (powder massage), Virechana
(therapeutic purgation), Nasya (nasal administration of medicine), etc are
advised accordingly.
The author is a Professor at the Department of Panchakarma,
Ashtamgam Ayurveda Medical College, Kerala
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Going Home to Heal

igration to other parts of the world and leaving your homeland may not

be easy for everyone, but it is situations and circumstances that make us

do so. The migrant population is observed to be prone to a spectrum of
health issues which if diagnosed early can be prevented. Here is how Ayurveda
can help them.

Autoimmunity

With changed lifestyles and food habits, we see a significant percentage of the
migrant population developing various autoimmune issues. It ranges from
various kinds of joint pains, swelling, allergic reactions, hair loss, etc. Changed
climatic conditions, like extreme cold or extreme heat, is also a triggering factor.

Neurological Issues

We could observe a range of neurological issues manifesting, especially in the
early 30s and 40s more in those who migrated to European nations with extreme
cold climatic conditions. Multiple sclerosis, neuropathies with numbness,
tingling sensation, and burning sensation of upper and lower limbs are the
common manifestations observed
among the diaspora.

Behavioral Issues

The number of kids seen with
autism, attention deficit issues,
and hyperactive behaviour is seen
more in the overseas diaspora.
Many reasons could be attributed
to this observation. Changed
family circumstances, emotional
and mental stress during
pregnancy for women, and lack of
parental nurturing due to
work-related issues are some of
them.

Changed Seasonal Rhythms

Our body is always in continu-
ous interaction with the environ-
ment. Changes in nature brings in physiological, metabolical, and psychological
alterations within each one of us. Becoming aware of it and tuning one’s body
according to the changing situations through the seasonal regimen, the rithucha-
rya as advocated in Ayurveda, is important for us to be healthy.

Changed Biological Rhythms

We are most connected to our light and energy provider—the sun. We are most
active metabolically during the peak time of day and least active when the sun
goes down. There is a huge variation in the timings of sunrise and sunset
globally. One has to become aware of it, observe one’s body, and set their daily
routine accordingly.

Changed Sociocultural Atmosphere
Adapting to a new country’s rules and ways of living may not be smooth for
all. This can again disturb the internal milieu.
How to Tackle
Food must be consumed according to one’s health needs and nature. Pitha
Prakruthi people must avoid t spicy, salty, and sour food. Kaph people must avoid
cold, oily, heavy food that is difficult to digest; vata dominant individuals must
always be aware of constipation; they must keep away from dry food.
The Adaptable Practices
The rithucharya, or seasonal detoxification to keep oneself healthy is
important. Consulting an ayurvedic physician can put forward the personalised
approach, according to Prakrithi. Practices of Abhyanga (oil massage), Shiroab-
hyanaga (oil massage over the head), Udvartana (powder massage), Virechana
(therapeutic purgation), Nasya (nasal administration of medicine), etc are
advised accordingly.
The author is a Professor at the Department of Panchakarma,
Ashtamgam Ayurveda Medical College, Kerala
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FITBIT

URDHVA MUKHA PASASANA
VARIATION PADA ARDHA BHEKASANA

(THREAD THE NEEDLE POSE VARIATION HALF FROG LEG)

This pose, a variation of Urdhva Mukha Pasasana (Thread the Needle), starts
from Bharmanasana (Table Top). Threading one arm under the other creates
aspinal and shoulder twist, enhancing hip mobility. This gentle twist keeps
the spine supple, while the stretched arm opens the armpit and stretches the
obliques. The cross-body movement improves left-right brain communication
and activates the lymphatic system, aiding toxin removal and boosting
immunity. The side rotation massages abdominal organs, promoting well-
being. This pose can be practiced in bed by those with prolonged illnesses.

STEPS

@ Takeabreath here, preparing
your mind and body.
@ Inhale and exhale. Lift your right
leg off the mat. Bend your right
legat the knee, asin Ardha
Pavanmuktasana (Half Wind
Release Pose). Hold the pose for
afew breaths.
Exhale again, gently turn onto
your left side, dropping your right
knee onto the mat. Lift your right
hip, shoulders, and the right side
of your back off the mat. Stack
your right hip on top of your left
hip here.
Inhale, extend your left arm in
line with your shoulder, palm
facing up. Ensure that your left
shoulder, elbow, and wrist are
completely touching the mat.
Inhale, tuck the toes of your left
footin so that your left heel
is pointing toward the ceiling.
Engage your left leg. Lift your left
knee off the mat.
Your left side should now be
completely touching the mat.
Remember, this is not a twisting
pose, so ensure your body is
aligned by turning fully onto your
left side.
Exhale, raise your right arm
above your head, aligning your
right shoulder with your left.
Ensure your right arm s close
toyourright ear and your right
armpit is fully open. Reach
toward the mat with your right
fingers to deepen the opening.
(aze forward and hold the pose
as long as comfortable.
Torelease, inhale and bring your
right arm down. Gently lift your
right knee off the mat. Now turn
your body so that your right
shoulder and hip are on the mat.
Rest in Savasana (Corpse Pose).

Repeat the steps on the other
side.

@ Release the pose and relaxin
Savasana (Corpse Pose).

BENEFITS

@ Reduces tensionin the hips and
lower back.

Enhances stability in the hip joint
and shoulders.

Therapeutic for dealing with anxiety,
insomnia, or back discomfort.

Helps people suffering froma
prolonged illness, even while lying

in bed.

Strengthens arms and chest muscles.
Improves the flexibility of adductors.
Enhances digestive system and
alleviates tensions.

Enhances blood circulation in the
body.

Helps in encouraging conscious
breathing.

Opens up the posterior chest.
Expands the lungs, increases its
capacity, and oxygenates the body.

Cultivates awareness of hip
alignment, shoulder placement, and
breath.

Calms effect on the nervous system.
Helps in fluid balance, waste
elimination, contributing to overall
urinary system well-being.
Massages kidney, spleen, and
intestine, promoting overall health.
Helps in detoxification and
enhancing one’s immunity.

LIMITATIONS

@ Those withinjuries to the neck,
shoulders, lower and upper back,
arms, hips, or knees, or any issues
related to abdominal organs such
as stomach, intestines, liver, and
spleen, and those suffering from
neck stiffness leading to cervical
spondylosis, osteoporosis, sciatica,
intestinal or stomach ulcers, or
hernia, should avoid this pose.

o |fpractitioners struggle with
coordinating the twist and the
exhalation, they should stop the
practice.

"
\’\..\

— By N. Elumalai, PhD Scholar (Yoga Science) at Meenakshi
Academy of Higher Education & Research, Chennai-78
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1.1L UG and PG medical
education seatsin10 yrs

The FM said the government
had added almost 1.1 lakh
undergraduate and post-
graduate medical education
seats in 10 years. Experts
welcomed the move to reduce
the cost of life-saving drug.

HEALTH

KAVITA BAJELI-DATT @New Delhi

THE health sector received a
9.47% hike in the Union Budget,
with a major push to public
health, especially cancer care, as
the government announced a se-
ries of measures, including set-
ting up daycare centres in all dis-
trict hospitals over the next
three years.

Union Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman, in her budget
speech on Saturday, announced
that “next year, 10,000 additional
seats will be added in medical
colleges and hospitals, towards
the goal of adding 75,000 seats in
the next five years.”

She said the government had

added almost 1.1 lakh under-
graduate and post-graduate med-
ical education seats in 10 years,
an increase of 130%. The total al-
location for the Health and Fam-
ily Welfare Ministry, excluding
the Department of Research, is
95,957. 87 crore, up from 87,656.9
crore in the previous year.
According to Dr Sarit Kumar
Rout, Professor of Health Eco-
nomics and Financing at the In-
dian Institute of Public Health
Bhubaneswar, Public Health
Foundation of India (PHFI),
“Only 9.47% increase in Health
and Family Welfare budget com-
pared to 2024-25 BE in absolute
terms, and if adjusted to infla-
tion, it is a moderate increase.”
“Overall health sector alloca-
tions, including AYUSH, health
research and health and family

welfare budget estimates consti-
tute only 2% of total central gov-
ernment allocations and which
remains more or less same in the
last several years,” he told this
newspaper.

Prof. K Srinath Reddy, former
President of PHFI, said, while
the overall health budget has in-
creased, it is reflected mostly in
raised allocations for the infra-
structure, digital health, and Ay-
ushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri
Jan Arogya Yojana (PM-JAY)
components. “The National
Health Mission, the vehicle for
strengthening primary care and
district hospitals, has received
only a small increase. This im-
balance needs to be corrected.

The National Health Mission
saw a nearly 4 per cent hike from
¥36,200 crore allocation last year

Simpleey.io

to ¥37,566 crore this fiscal. Poon-
am Muttreja, Executive Director
of the Population Foundation of
India said the total health budget
remains insufficient to address
India’s growing healthcare
needs, particularly public health
infrastructure, primary health-
care, and non-communicable
diseases. “We need transforma-
tive change, not incremental
steps. We must address the his-
torical shortfalls in the health
budgets over the years.”

However, experts welcomed
the move to reduce the cost of
life-saving drugs, extending day-
care services for cancer patients
in district hospitals, 200 of which
would be established this year,
and including gig workers in
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yo-
jana (PM-JAY).
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LIFE-SAVING DRUGS GO CHEAPER

Daycare cancer centres in all district hospitals in 3 years ® 10,000 MBBS seats to be
added next year @ Medical tourism, Heal in India to be promoted with private sector

JAHVAINASH PRABHAKAR
NEW DELHI, FEB 1

The Union government on
Thursday announced that
36 lifesaving drugs and
medicines are proposed to
be added to the list of med-
icines fully exempted from
basic customs duty to pro-
vide relief to patients, par-
ticularly those suffering
from cancer, rare diseases
and other severe chronic
diseases,

Presenting the budget,
Union finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman also
said the government will
facilitate setting up of day-
care cancer centres in all
district hospitals over the
next three years and 200 of

ke jttva

creations

these will be established
in 2025-26. The finance
minister also announced
10,000 seats will be added
in medical colleges next
year towards the goal of
adding 75,000 seats in the
next five years.

In her speech, the minis-
ter said medical tourism
and 'Heal in India’ will be
promoted in partnership
with the private sector
along with capacity build-
ing and easier visa norms.
She also said that gig
workers will be provided
healthcare facilities under
PM Jan Aarogya Yojana
(PM-JAY) that would bene-
fit nearly 1 crore such
workers.

As a relief on the import
of drugs/medicines, 36

® 36 life-
saving
drugs for
treating

cancer, 4
rare diseases and
chronic diseases
have been fully
exempted from basic
customs duty (BCD).

lifesaving drugs for treat-
ing cancer, rare diseases
and chronic diseases have
been fully exempted from
basic customs duty (BCD).
The government had earli-
er cut customs duty on
Trastuzumab Deruxtecan,
Osimertinib and

Durvalumab from 10 per
cent to zero. Further, 37
medicines along with 13
new drugs and medicines
under Patient Assistance
Programmes have been
exempted from BCD, if
supplied free to patients.

The budget allocated Rs
99,858.56 crore for the
health ministry, an
increase of about 11 per-
cent over the last fiscal's
outlay of Rs 89,974.12
crore. Of the Rs 99,858.56
crore, Rs 95,957.87 crore
have been earmarked for
the department of health
and family welfare and Rs
3,900.69 crore for the
department of health
research. The budgetary
allocation for the AYUSH
ministry has been

increased from Rs 3,497.64
crore to Rs 3,992.90 crore,
recording a 14.15 per cent
increase.

Talking about the alloca-
tion, Dr DK Gupta, Felix
Hospital, said this budget
will prove a milestone in
strengthening the health
infrastructure. “Many
relief announcements
have been made in the
Budget, especially for can-
cer patients, medical stu-
dents and common citi-
zens struggling with the
cost of medicines. This
step of the government
will strengthen the health
infrastructure of the
country and will help in
making India a major
medical destination”, said
Dr Gupta.
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Sabhi jila hosptial mein Day care cancer kendra sthapit ho
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Prahar « 02 Feb « Ministry of Ayush
Need for day care facilities in other medical fields
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Ayush mantralay ko diya 3,992.90 cr ka avantan
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Ayush mantraley ko 3,992.90 crore rupay
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Eenadu « 02 Feb « Ministry of Ayush
Funds treatment for Medical field
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Centre budget 2025
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Virat Vaibhav « 02 Feb « Ministry of Ayush
Budget: Ayush Ministry ko 3,992.80cr ka avantan
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Government of India
Ministry of Ayush

& Online Coverage

Portal Name

Aaj Tak News
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Navbharat Times - NBT
Education

Mint

Dailyhunt
Dailyhunt
ThePrint
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Jansatta

Latestly

The Tribune India
New Indian Express
Janta Se Rishta
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Divya Himachal
Panchjanya
ThePrint

Live Vns

Gstv

Press Trust of India

Headline (Incorporated with URL)
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Boost to medical tourism, entry of gig workers in PMJAY, health budget is boost
Medicines, dialysis, CT scan-free services in J-K"s Poonch district hospital un...
Boost to medical tourism, entry of gig workers in PMJAY, health budget is boost

National Institute of Ayurveda launches plant-based skincare products
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India News | Medicines, Dialysis, CT Scan--free Services in J-K"s Poonch Distri.

Campus notes: Surya namaskar workshop ends

National Institute of Ayurveda launches plant-based skincare products
Haryana : ¥09 128 qF THERT FTELTAT THIH

National Institute of Ayurveda launches plant-based skincare products
Ayurvedic Wisdom in Skincare: NIA's New Plant-Based Products

200 cancer centres to launch in 2025-26
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National Institute of Ayurveda launches plant-based skincare products
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National Institute of Ayurveda launches plant-based skincare products
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BJP panel visits Amritsar, criticizes AAP over Ambedkar statue incident.

National Institute of Ayurveda introduces innovative plant-based skincare produc...

Daycare cancer centres in all district hospitals

Medicines, dialysis, CT scan--free services in J-K"s Poonch district hospital u...
World Cancer Day: A New Dawn With Ayurveda And Body Revival

Budget: Ayush ministry allocated Rs 3,992.90 crore
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World Cancer Day: A New Dawn with Ayurveda and Body Revival

Boost to medical tourism, entry of gig workers in PMJAY, health ...

“The Union Budget 2025-26 To Drive Transformative Change, Improve Healthcare
Acc...

Grand Yoga Shivir organized in Janakpuri
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