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22. Dainik Bhaskar Ayushmann yojana lagu :Mahilao ko Rs 2500 ki kisat Chandigarh 1
8 march ko
23. Amar Ujala Cm pad sambhalate hi rekha ka agenda tay yamuna Chandigarh 1

udaar ayushman v CNG report

24, Amar Ujala Ayurved aur homeopathy mein punjabiyo ko bharosa Chandigarh 2
gramin sehari shetaro mein bhada rujhan
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spectrum of fmmm itineraries. Indian travellers
Tetreats in the i International wellness havens
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lush backwaters, Ayurvedic sessions to meditation and yoga
treatments and traditional healing amid a desert landscape, wellness
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© Chief minister,
six ministers hold
the first meeting
of the Cabinet

GAYATHRI MANI
New Delhi, February 20

HOURS AFTER BEING admin-
istered the oath of office,
Delhi’s new chief minister
Rekha Guptaand six ministers

20 Feb, 2025 - 21 Feb, 2025

The Financial Express ¢ 21 Feb « Ministry of Ayush
Rekha Gupta takes charge as CM of Delhi

378 « Sgcm

held their first Cabinet meet-
ing on Thursday evening.
Sources said the implementa-
tion of the Ayushman Bharat
scheme in Delhi, the reports of
the CAG on Delhi’s financial
situation over the last 10
years,and a proposal toforma
special investigation team
(SIT) to investigate alleged
scams during the rule of the
AAPgovernment were likely to
be discussed.

Lieutenant Governor VK

141648 - AVE

Hyderabad

Rekha Gupta takes charge as CM of Delhi

Saxena administered the oath
to Gupta and six others at the
Ramlila Maidan. The cere-
mony was attended by PM
Narendra Modiand BJPleaders
Parvesh Verma, Ashish Sood,
Manjinder Singh Sirsa, Kapil
Mishra, Ravinder Indraj Singh
and Pankaj Kumar Singh.

After the swearing-in cere-
mony,Guptatook chargeat the
Delhi Secretariat.

“After taking oath, I have
taken charge as the CM of

Delhi. We will work together
forthe development of Delhi,
fora Viksit Delhi...Sab mil kar
tay karenge Cabinet ka
agenda (We will decide the
agenda of the Cabinet meet-
ing),” Gupta said.

On the new government’s
agenda for the first few weeks
are announcements of a pro-
jectregarding the cleaningand
beautification of the Yamuna -
giving women %2,500 per
month starting March 8.

76.62K « Cir

Top Left
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi,liieutenant Governor VK
Saxena, Rekha Gupta and BJP leaders greet supporters during
the swearing-in ceremony on Thursday EXPRESS PHOTO
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SCREENING DRIVE TO
TACKLE NCDs INADULTS

New Derut

IN a bid to tackle the esca-
lating burden of Non-Com-
municable Diseases (NCDs)
in the country, the Ministry
of Health and Family Wel-
fare on Thursday launched a
nationwide screening drive
against hypertension (also
known as high BP), diabetes
and cancer in adults aged 30
years and above.

The Intensified Special
NCD Screening Campaign
will run from February 20 to
March 31.

The campaign “aims to
achieve 100 per cent screen-
ing of all individuals aged 30
years and above for preva-
lent NCDs, including diabe-
tes, hypertension, and three
common cancers -- oral,
breast, and cervical," said
the ministry.

“The Government of In-
dia is steadfast in its com-
mitment to strengthening
preventive healthcare and
ensuring universal access to
quality health services un-
der the Ayushman Bharat

The intensified
special NCD
screening campaign
will run from
February 20 to
March 31

initiative. This special drive
marks a significant step to-
ward a healthier and NCD-
free India, empowering citi-
zens to take charge of their
health and well-being” it
added.

Notably, the screening
drive will be held door-to-
door by trained ASHAs,

ANMSs, and frontline work-
ers. They will conduct com-
munity visits to ensure max-
imum screening coverage,
reaching individuals in their
homes.

In addition, the campaign
will also be executed across
Ayushman Arogya Mandirs
(AAMs) and various health-
care facilities nationwide,
under the National Pro-
gramme for Prevention and
Control of Non-Communi-
cable Diseases (NP-NCD).

The screening drive comes
even as the country is see-
ing a significant rise in the
NCDs. According to data
from the Indian Council of
Medical Research-National
Institute of Nutrition (IC-
MR-NIN), NCDs account
for 66 per cent of all mortal-
ity in the country.

The burden of cardio-
vascular diseases, diabetes,
chronic respiratory diseases,
and cancers has also become
a significant public health
challenge, particularly
among individuals over the
age of 30.
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Chandigarh

Pb launches
statewide
. screening of
- common NCDs

Times News NETWORK

i Chandigarh: Punjab
i health minister Dr Balbir
¢ Singh on Thursday
i launched a population-
¢ based initiative for the pre-
i vention, control, and
: screening of common non-
: communicable diseases
: (NCDs).

: Under the drive, Dr Bal-
: bir Singh said, persons
: aged over 30 are being tar-
i geted for screening of com-
: mon NCDs, including dia-
i betes, hypertension, and
¢ three common cancers—o-
¢ ral, breast, and cervical.
i Screening for these com-
¢ mon NCDs and cancers is
i an integral part of service
: deliveryunder the National
i Program for Control of
i Non-Communicable Dis-
: eases, hesaid.

He said screening will
* be done at primary health
i centres, Aam Aadmi Clin-
i ics/Ayushman Arogya
¢ Kendras, community
¢ health centres, district hos-
: pitals, and sub-division
: hospitals in both rural and
: urban areas by trained
: healthcare workers, includ-
i ing ASHA, ANM, and
¢ MPWs. The health minister
¢ said the initiative was in
¢ concurrence with the na-
i tionwide launch of a
: screening program target-
i ing individuals aged 30 and
: above.
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FIRST CABINET
DECISIONS: CAG
REPORTS, UNION
HEALTH SCHEME

NEW DELHE: In her first cabinet
meeting after taking charge as the
Dethi chief minister, Rekha Gupta
and her council of ministers
appraved the implementation of
the Centre’s flagship health care
scheme, Ayushman Bharat
Yojana, which was at the centre of
a tussle between the BJP and the
previous AAP government.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the Secretariat on
Thursday night, she said the
cabinet also approved the
tabling of 14 CAG reports in the
first Delhi assembly session.
“The cabinet considered and
passed Ayushman (Bharat)
Yojana which was stopped by
the previous government. PM
Narendra Modi implemented
the scheme across the country
but the AAP government in
Delhi did not implement it in
Delhi. Now we will implement
it under this, the Delhi govern-
ment will provide 25 lakh
top-up after the central govern-
ment will provide 35 lakh. It will
be implemented at the earliest
after the necessary formalities
are done,” Gupta said,

The CM said the Delhi govern-
ment will sign a memorandum
of understanding (MoU) with the
central government for the
insurance scheme, “We have
started the proceedings. As soon
as the proceedings are complete,
we will bring the scheme in the
public domain,” she said.  HiC
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CM Rekha takes charge; Kapil,
Parvesh among six ministers

Alok KN Mishra

letters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: First-time lawmaker
Rekha Gupta took oath as the
ninth chief minister of Delhiina
grand ceremony at the Ramlila
Maidan on Thursday, marking
the return of the Bharatiya Jan-
ata Party (BJP) to power in the
national capital for the first time
in nearly three decades.

Six other legislators took oath
as ministers - Jat face Parvesh
Sahib Singh Verma (New Delhi)
who defeated Arvind Kejriwal,
Punjabi face Ashish Sood (Jan-
akpuri), Sikh face Manjinder
Singh Sirsa (Rajouri Garden),
Dalit face Ravinder Indraj Singh
(Bawana), Purvanchali Brahmin
face Kapil Mishra (Karawal
Nagar), and Purvanchali Thakur
face Pankaj Singh (Vikaspuri).
The CM and all ministers took
oath in Hindi while Sirsa was
sworn-in in Punjabi.

Gupta, the legislator from
Shalimar Bagh in west Delhi,
spent a busy day - first taking
oath in the presence of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi at a cer-
emony that doubled as a show of
strength for the National Demo-
cratic Alliance (NDA), then tak-
ing charge as CM at the secretar-
iat, then at an evening aarti at
the Yamuna ghat, and finally,
presiding over the first meeting
of the new Delhi cabinet.

“We will continuously work
towards the mission of Viksit
Delhi, and we will fulfil all the
promises that we have made,”
said Gupta, 50,

The CM chaired the meeting
of the first cabinet on Thursday
evening at Delhi secretariat. The
cabinet considered and

Prime Minister Narendra Modi greets the newly elected Delhi chief minister Rekha Gupta during
her swearing-in ceremony at Ramlila Maidan on Thursday.

approved the implementing the
Ayushman Bharat Yojana in
Delhi; and also approved the
tabling of 14 CAG reports during
the first session of the Delhi
assembly which will be con-
vened soon.

“The cabinet passed Ayushman
Bharat Yojana which was stopped
by the previous government. It will
be implemented as earliest after
the necessary formalities are done.
The Ayushman Bharat Yojana and
the scheme for over 70 years eld-
erly have been approved,” Gupta
said at Delhi secretariat.

In the evening, the list of portfo-
lios showed Gupta keeping some
key departments including servi-
ces, finance, revenue, women and
child development, land and
building, information and public

relations, vigilance and planning
for herself,

Verma was put in charge of
PWD, water, irrigation and flood
control; Sirsa was given industrics,
environment, food; Indraj was
given social welfare and others;
Mishra was given labour, art, cul-
ture and language, tourism and
others; Sood was given home,
power, urban development, edu-
cation, higher education; and
Singh was given health, law, legis-
lative affairs, and housing,

Licutenant governor VK Saxena
administered the oath of office and
secrecy to the CM and the six min-
isters at the Ramlila Maidan, the
site of the anti-corruption agita-
tion in 2011 that deposed the then
Congress government and acted as
the cradie of the AAP. Former chief

SANCHIT KHANNAS HT PHOTO

minister Arvind Kejriwal also took
oath at the Ramlila Maidan in
December 2013

After Gupta, Verma was the
second person to take oath. The
ceremony was billed asa show of
strength for the NDA, and was
auended by Modi, Union home
minister Amit Shah, defence min-
ister Rajnath Singh and heaith
minister and BIP chief JP Nadda,
Andhra Pradesh CM Chandrab-
abu Naidu, Union minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan, Rajasthan CM
Bhajan Lal Sharma, Maharashtra
CM Devendra Fadnavis, deputy
CM Ajit Pawar, Goa CM Pramod
Sawant, deputy CM Pawan Kalyan,
Bihar deputy CM Vijay Kumar
Sinha, and Rajasthan deputy CM
Prem Chand Bairwa were among
those present.
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Punjab to screen
residents above
30 for diabetes,
hypertension, 3
common cancers

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, FEBRUARY 20

TODETECT lifestyle and fatal dis-
eases early, Punjab government
will be screening the residents
above 30 years for non-commu-
nicable diseases.

Punjab Health and Family
Welfare Minister Dr Balbir Singh
onThursday, launched a popula-
tion-based initiative for the pre-
vention, control and screening of
common non-communicable
diseases(NCDs), across the state.

Dr Balbir Singh said that per-
sonsover 30yearsof age are being
targeted for their screening for the
common NCDs includingdiabetes,
hypertension and three common
cancers—oral, breast, and cervical.
Screening for these common
NCDs and cancers is an integral
part of service delivery under the
National Program for Control of
Non-Communicable diseases, he
said. He said that screening will be
done at Primary Health Centres,
Aam Aadmi Clinics/Ayushman
Arogya Kendras, Community
Health Centres, District Hospitals,
Sub-division hospitals in both ru-
ral and urban areas by trained
healthcare workers including
ASHA, ANM, and MPWs,

The Health Minister said that
today’s launch is in concurrence
with the nationwide launch of
screening program targeting in-
dividuals aged 30 and above, fo-
cusing on early detection of
common NCDs through popula-
tion-based screening at primary
healthcare facilities. This cam-
paign will conclude on March 31,

He said that the aim of this
special campaignis toensure the
well-being of the citizens by con-
ducting screening for early diag-
nosis and ensuring timely treat-
ment of non-communicable
diseases. He emphasised that
non-communicable diseases are
generally long-term diseases
which take time to recover, and
continuous and timely screening
of such diseases is very crucial,
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BJP GOVT TAKES CHARGE OF DELHI, PORTFOLIOS ALLOCATED

Nod for Ayushman Bharat, CAG

reports: Gupta, team check in

Cabinet discusses
Rs 2,500 scheme
forwomen,
criteria tobe
worked out

GAYATHRIMANI
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 20

HOURS AFTER being adminis-
tered the oath of office, Delhi's
new Chief Minister Rekha Gupta
and her six ministers held their
first Cabinet meeting Thursday
evening. Gupta later told re-
porters that the Cabinet had
passed the Ayushman Bharat, a
flagship scheme of the Centre,
under which eligible people will
get an insurance coverage of Rs
5 lakh. The Delhi government
will give eligible beneficiaries an
additional coverage of Rs 5 lakh,

“The Cabinet discussed two
major items on the agenda at the
meeting today: Ayushman Bharat
Yojana and 14 pending CAG re-
ports. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi gave this (Ayushman
Bharat) scheme to the entire
country but the previous AAP gov-
emmentdid notimplement it. But
we passed it in our first Cabinet
meeting,” she said. “Under this
scheme, the Central government
will provide abenefit of Rs 5 lakh,
and a top-up of an additional Rs

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupta at the swearing-in
ceremony in New Delhi on Thursday. Tashi Tobgyal

5 lakh will be provided by the
state government... The scheme
will be implemented as soon as
possible after completing all for-
malities,” she said.

Gupta said the Cabinet also
discussed the Rs 2,500 financial
assistance scheme for women.
“Many things have to be de-
cided... which category we will
give it to without registration...
It needs more discussion. We
will finalise this at the next
meeting," she said.

The Cabinet also approved the

pending CAG reports. “These are
14 pending CAG reports which
the previous government did not
table in the Delhi Assembly... The
reports will be tabled in the first
sitting of the Assembly... The
other issues on our agenda and
commitments will be passed one
by one very soon,” she said.
Earlier in the day, along with
Gupta, the ministers who were
administered the oath of office
by Lt Governor VK Saxenaat the
Ramlila Maidan - the ceremony
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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FROM PAGE ONE
Delhi CM Rekha Gupta and team check in

was attended by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and the BJP brass
- were Parvesh Sahib Singh,
Ashish Sood, Manjinder Singh
Sirsa, Kapil Mishra, Ravinder
Indraj Singh and Pankaj Kumar
Singh.

Gupta has kept the portfolios
of Finance, Services, Revenue
and Vigilance along with six
others.

Parvesh Sahib Singh has been
allotted PWD, Legislative Affairs,
Water and Gurdwara Elections
departments.

Sood has been handed the
portfolios of Home, Power,
Urban Development and
Education.

| 7o S

Sirsa will head Forest and
Environment and Industries.
Ravinder Singh has been allo-
cated the portfolios of Social
Welfare and SC & ST Welfare
while Pankaj Kumar Singh will
head Health & Family Welfare
and Transport.

Mishra will once again head
Art & Culture, Language,
Tourism, which he did when he
was in the AAP govemment. He
also gets charge of Law & Justice
and Labour departments.

After the swearing-in cere-
mony, Gupta took charge at the
Delhi Secretariat around 3 pm.
Accompanying the Council of
Ministers were B]P state in-

charge and BJP national vice
president Baijayant Panda, Delhi
BJP president Virendra Sachdeva,
MPs Harsh Malhotra, Kamaljeet
Sehrawat, Bansuri Swaraj and
Ramwir Singh Bidhuri.

Gupta said the BJP govern-
ment will not waste even asingle
day during its tenure and will
work on a war footing to fulfill
the promises made to the peo-
ple of Delhi.

“Everyoneis welcomein this
room... The CM office will al-
ways be open for people,” she
said.

The BJPended AAP's 10-year
rule in the city, returning to
power in Delhi after 27 years.

20 Feb, 2025 - 21 Feb, 2025

Also on the new govern-
ment's agenda are announce-
ments of a project regarding the
cleaning and beautification of
the Yamuna and repairing arte-
rial roads.

Before the meeting, the
Council of Ministers went to
Yamuna's Vasudev Ghat for the
evening aarti,

Later, Sirsa said, “We will ful-
fill all promises made in the
manifesto... Yeh sarkar bahane
banane ke liye nahi bani hai (This
government has not been
elected to make excuses).. We
will transform the Yamuna to a
clean tourism and riverfront des-
tination.”
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» Parvesh Verma, Kapil Mishra among 6-member cabinet
»» New CM performs 'Yamuna Aarti' along with ministers
First Cabinet meet decides to

implement Ayushman Bharat and
implement Mahila Samriddhi Yojna

PURNA SINGH
New Decmt

WHILE AAP in its second
term wielded a broom with-
out vroom, the new BJP gov-

ernment that took charge of

office on Thursday started
governance without wasting
even a single day under the
leadership of Rekha Gupta
who along with six ministers
was sworn in at a mega cer-
emony at Ramlila maidan.
The oath taking was wit-
nessed by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Union min-
isters Amit Shah, JP Nadda,

and Rajnath Singh, Chief
Ministers and Deputy Chief

Ministers of the NDA ruled
states, including Andhra
Pradesh CM N Chandrab-
abu Naidu and Deputy CM
Pawan Kalyan,

Apart from Rekha Gupta,
those who took oath as min-
isters, including Parvesh Ver-
ma, Manjinder Singh Sirsa,
Kapil Mishra, Pankaj Singh,

Ashish Sood and Ravinder
Indraj. Soon after the swear-
ing-in ceremony, Modi said
in a congratulatory message,

“She has risen from the grass-
roots, being active in campus
politics, state organisation,
municipal  administration
and now MLA as well as
Chief Minister." He added, "1
am confident she will work
for Delhi's development with
full vigour. My best wishes to
her for a fruitful tenure.”

The new Chief Minister
said that the double en-
gine sarkar would move at a
high speed towards realizing
“Viksit Delhi” mission. The
50-year-old Chief Minister
said that the new BJP govern-
ment will fulfil all the prom-
ises made to the people of the
national capital. None of the
AAP leaders, including for-
mer chief ministers Arvind
Kejriwal and Atishi, were
present at the ceremony.

Continued on Page 7
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Continued from pl

She later took charge at the
Delhi Secretariat.

In the evening, Gupta
performed a "Yamuna Aarti’
along with her Cabinet col-
leagues at Vasudev Ghat.
Though officially so far,
the BJP has not announced
anyone as the Deputy Chief
Minister, Rekha Gupta sent
a clear message that Pravesh
Varma would be virtually
the number two man in the
cabinet as he along with the
Chief Minister performed
puja at Vasudev ghat at Ya-
muna. She said the work to
cleanse Yamuna have begun
and it would take about three
to four years by the time Ya-
muna riverfront project was
completed.

The first Cabinet meeting
of the new BJP government
in Delhi headed by Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta met
on Thursday evening. The

Cabinet approved the CAG
report which the previous
government failed to table
it in the State Assembly. It
would be tabled in the first
session of the state Assembly.

The Cabinet also decided
to implement the Ayush-
man Bharat health insur-
ance scheme and implement
Mahila Samriddhi Yojna
for monthly payment of Rs
2,500 to eligible women as
promised in BJP's poll mani-
festo and crackdown on AAP
scams.

On the other hand, the
AAP continues to indulge
in rhetoric and criticised the
Yamuna arti as a photo op
for the BJP. AAP which had
charged the Haryana govern-
ment of poisoning the Yamu-
na waters during campaign
are now blaming the Utta-
rakhand government saying
that water pollution had be-
gun from there.

20 Feb, 2025 - 21 Feb, 2025
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AAP-da over, Delhi CM must get cracking on challenges

Timc for BJP’s optics in Delhi is
over with Rekha Gupta having
been sworn in as the ninth Chief
Minister of the national capital.
From an ‘Aam Aurat’ to Delhis
Chief Minister, Gupta echoed the
party’s slogan, saying, “Modi hai toh
mumkin hai”" However, she and her
team are well aware that while they
have hit the ground running, the
challenges ahead are formidable.
One of the biggest tasks before
her is cleaning the Yamuna River,
a mission that requires extensive
coordination with the governments
of Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, and
Haryana. Despite the scale of the
challenge, she appears composed
and confident, assuring that her
government will implement all the
promises made during the election

| 7o S

campaign. The BJP had already ini-
tiated Yamuna clean-up efforts even
before she officially took office - an
area where the previous AAP re-
gime failed to make any progress.
She set the tone for her tenure by
performing an aarti at the river,
signaling a commitment to restor-
ing its sanctity.

As a former councilor and mayor
of the South Delhi Municipal Cor-
poration, Gupta has a strong grasp
of the issues plaguing the city. Her
government has outlined five key
focus areas for the first 100 days,
aiming to deliver “visible results” to
the people who placed their trust in
the BJP. These include: The rollout
of the Ayushman Bharat medical
insurance scheme in Delhi, desilting
roads and sewers ahead of the mon-

soon season, a large-scale sanitation
drive to clear garbage from the city’s
streets, road repairs to improve ur-
ban infrastructure, and disbursing
2,500 to all eligible women benefi-
ciaries by March 8.

Gupta has made it clear that her
administration means  business.
One of her first major moves will be
approving the Comptroller and Au-
ditor General (CAG) report, which
the AAP government failed to table
in the Assembly. It would be tabled
in the first Assembly session of the
BJP government. Additionally, her
government plans to probe various
scams that allegedly took place dur-
ing the AAP's tenure. However, she
is aware that the road ahead will not
be smooth. A critical challenge will
be assessing the financial damage

inflicted on the state by the previous
government, which began with high
ambitions in 2014 but, according to
critics, lost its way in political ma-
neuvering rather than governance.
Arvind Kejriwal initially earned
public goodwill during his first
term, positioning himself as a cru-
sader against corruption. How-
ever, as the BJP now claims, he
gradually transitioned from an
‘AAP leader’ to an 'AAP-da leader,
prioritising  political  expansion
over governance. His pursuit of
power, the BJP argues, distracted
him from his original mission of
systemic reform. Now, the BJP has
a golden opportunity amid Delhis
crisis. If it successfully delivers on
key promises within the first 100
days, it will cement public confi-

Simpleey.io

dence and secure its footing after a
27-year gap in power. However, the
party must remain cautious. While
AAP has lost the election, it is far
from being out of the political bat-
tleground. Kejriwal, known for his
street-smart_political strategies, is
likely to keep the BJP on its toes.
The AAP will not only challenge the
new government in the Assembly
but also take to the streets, holding
protests and questioning the fulfill-
ment of BJP’s electoral promises.

Beyond cleaning Delhi’s streets
and the polluted Yamuna, Rekha
Gupta will also have to brace herself
for the political battles ahead. Man-
aging governance while countering
opposition attacks will be a crucial
test of her leadership in the coming
months.
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The silent victims of cancer:
indirect consequences on children

While policies focus on reducing direct treatment costs, easing the indirect burden — through caregiver aid, educational support, and employment protections
crucial. These interventions improve treatment adherence, mental well-being, and safeguard the next generation’s opportunities

Vid Karmarkar

hen Aarav an 18-year-old

from Mumbai, was

diagnosed with Hodgkin’s

Lymphoma in 2018, he
asked his mother, “Why me?” His dream
of becoming an investment banker had
shattered with the diagnosis. But he didn't
just survive — he thrived. I heard him
speak at an event organised by a leading
cancer hospital in Mumbai for
International Childhood Cancer Day,
which falls on February 15.

Unlike most teenagers of his age,
whose hands are busy scrolling through
social media, while one of Aarav’s hands
received chemotherapy, the other
clutched his accountancy books. He
didn’t let cancer slow him down. Instead,
he conquered it ~ emerging as an All
India topper in the Chartered
Accountancy exams. But not all
childhood cancer stories see a happy end.

Aarav reminded me of Meena, a
10-year-old from Pune, whose story took a
different turn. Her mother, a domestic
help, was diagnosed with late-stage breast
cancer. Her father, an autorickshaw
driver, worked hard to ensure Meena got
an education, believing it was her path to
a better future. But cancer rewrote their
fate. Her mother could no longer work,
and her father, needing to care for her,
lost days of income. With their paltry
earnings dwindling further, they had no
choice but to pull Meena out of school.
Unlike Aarav, she was not lucky ~ cancer
did not just take her mother’s life; it
trapped Meena in a cycle of generational
poverty.

A recent National Cancer Registry
Programme (NCRP) report found that
childhood cancers (0-14 years) account
for 4% of all cancer cases in India, while
adult cases near a million annually — and
these numbers are expected to rise. This
leaves lakhs of children vulnerable to the
hidden financial toll of cancer. Whether
battling the disease or affected by a
parent’s illness, children are the silent
victims.

Protecting the next generation
Children are the future of a nation. To
build a strong nation, we need an
educated and skilled workforce.
Education is also a pathway to their
economic empowerment. But cancer
disrupts this journey.
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Loss of opportunity for education is just one example of the indirect costs of cancer treatment.
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When a child or parent is diagnosed
with cancer, schooling takes a hit.
Low-income families are often forced to
pull children out due to financial strain,
while older siblings in such households
take on caregiving or work to supplement
income, limiting their future prospects.

For instance, Sridevi, a second-year
college student from a low-income family
from Hyderabad, had to work as a
fast-food crew member and tutor school
children to cover her father’s escalating
oral cancer treatment costs. This
impacted her academic performance and
took a toll on her mental health.

Disruptions in education have a
cascading effect. Studies show that
children who drop out of school due to
financial distress face lower lifetime
earnings and higher rates of economic
instability. In the context of cancer, the
disease not only devastates the present
generation but also risks trapping the next
generation in a cycle of hardship.

The other indirect costs
Loss of opportunity for education is just
one example of the indirect costs of
cancer treatment. Such costs include
non-medical expenses and financial losses
from diagnosis and treatment. These can
be as debilitating as direct medical and
non-medical costs.

Loss of income is one of the most
significant burdens, as patients may need

only GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

Many insurers offer plans with
riders covering cancers. They
provide income replacement or
lump-sum payouts to offset lost
wages, caregiving costs, and daily
expenses. However, they are
often excluded from standard
policies, have strict criteria, or
come with high premiums

extended leave or even lose their jobs.
Family caregivers, often spouses or
children, may also reduce work hours or
quit jobs entirely, worsening financial
strain.

Travel and accommodation costs add
to the burden, especially for patients from
rural areas who must frequently travel to
treatment centres in cities. Daily living
expenses rise due to special diets,
hospital visits, and caregiving demands,
often requiring household help or costly
services.The psychosocial and mental
health impact further escalates the strain,
with many patients and caregivers
needing counselling or therapy, which is
often unaffordable.

Insurance and government schemes
Government-backed health insurance
programmes such as Ayushman Bharat
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana
(AB-PMJAY) have played a crucial role in

reducing direct medical costs for cancer
patients in India. These schemes provide
financial coverage for inpatient costs,
alleviating the immediate financial stress
on affected families. But the indirect costs
of treatment are insufficiently addressed.

Disability riders in insurance plans
provide crucial financial support for
cancer patients facing long-term
disability. Many Indian insurers offer term
plans with these riders, covering severe
accidents and major cancers such as
breast, lung, and liver cancer. They
provide income replacement or lumpsum
payouts to offset lost wages, caregiving
costs, and daily expenses. However, they
are often excluded from standard
policies, have strict eligibility criteria, or
come with high premiums, limiting access
for those who need them most.

To ease non-medical expenses, Indian
Railways and Air India are offering
discounted fares for patients and
caregivers, while Himachal Pradesh and
Haryana provide free bus travel for cancer
patients. Additionally, monthly pension
schemes in states such as Haryana,
Tripura, and Himachal Pradesh are
helping mitigate the financial burden of
indirect cancer costs.

The way forward

While policies focus on reducing direct
treatment costs, easing the indirect
burden ~ through caregiver aid,
educational support, and employment
protections - is equally crucial. These
interventions improve treatment
adherence, mental well-being, and
safeguard the next generation’s
opportunities.

Ensuring equitable education for
cancer-affected families requires
empathetic, multi-level action — from
government policies and CSR funding to
state income support and school-level
interventions. Recognising that cancer
brings not just medical but also financial
and emotional distress, policies must
address these broader challenges. Simple
yet impactful measures — use of
calculators, extra coaching, extended
deadlines, free school meals, and mental
health support - can make education
more inclusive. By integrating such
interventions, we can prevent cancer
from becoming a lifelong barrier to
economic and educational equity.

(Dr. Vid Karmarkar is the founder of

Canseva Foundation.
vid karmarkar@gmail.com)
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Childhood cancers account for
4% of all cancer cases, This
leaves thousands of children
wulnerable to the financial toll
of cancer. Whether battling
the disease or affected by a
parent’s illness, children are
the silent victims

v

Education is a pathway to
economic empowerment for
children, When a child or
parent is diagnosed with
cancer, families are often
forced to pull children out of
schools, while older siblings
take on caregiving or start
working, limiting their
prospects

v

Disruptions in education have
a cascading effect. Children
who drop out face lower
lifetime earnings and higher
rates of economic instability.
Cancer not only devastates
the present generation but
also risks trapping the next
generation in a cycle of
hardship
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elhi Chief Minister

Rekha Gupta on

Thursday said that
the Cabinet had decided in
its first meeting to imple-
ment the Ayushman Bha-
rat Yojana, and also to ta-
ble the 14 pending
Comptroller and Auditor-
General (CAG) reports in
the Delhi Assembly.

“Two main decisions
have been taken. First, Ay-
ushman Yojana, which was
stalled by the earlier go-
vernment and because of
the AAP (Aam Aadmi Par-
ty) government, people of
Delhi did not get it. Today’s
first Cabinet meeting has
taken a decision to imple-
ment Ayushman Bharat
Yojana in Delhi with ¥5
lakh top-up from the Delhi
government. Also, 35 lakh
will be given by the Central
government. I'll be imple-
mented as early as possi-
ble,” Ms. Gupta said, brief-
ing the media after the
Cabinet meeting.

“Second, 14 CAG reports
which were pending and
not tabled by the earlier
government will be tabled
in the first Assembly ses-
sion,” she said.

Asked about the Bharati-
ya Janata Party’s campaign
promise of providing
32,500 a month to women,
the Chief Minister said that
it was discussed at the Ca-
binet meeting, but more
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Delhi Cabinet decides to
implement Ayushman
Bharat, table CAG reports

Asked about BJP’s poll promise of giving aid for women, new CM said it was discussed at meeting,
but more talks were required for taking a call on which categories of women would get benefit

20 Feb, 2025 - 21 Feb, 2025

Taking charge: Rekha Gupta assuming charge as Delhi Chief Minister in the presence of senior BJP
leaders at the Delhi Secretariat on Thursday. AN

discussions were required
for taking a call on which
categories of women
would get the benefit.

“Will fulfil all promises’
Earlier in the day, after as-
suming office, Ms. Gupta,
said, “I have taken charge
of the Chief Minister’s Of-
fice after the oath taking.
The mission of Viksit Delhi,
to complete it, we will keep
working towards it. We
won't wait even a single
day. And we will complete
every commitment we had
made.”

On February 10, even
before the Chief Minster
took oath, the Chief Secre-
tary had asked all depart-
ments concerned to pre-
pare draft Cabinet notes
based on the BJP’s manifes-

to, wherever it was re-
quired. He had also asked
all departments to prepare
a “100 days’ action plan”
based on the BJP’s manifes-
to, officials said.

The AAP government
not tabling the 14 CAG re-
ports had become contro-
versial with the then BJP
Opposition MLAs filing a
petition with the Delhi
High Court in 2024. They
sought direction from the
High Court to the Speaker
to call a sitting of the As-
sembly for the tabling of
the reports.

During a hearing held
on January 13, the court
had said the CAG reports
should have been prompt-
ly placed before the As-
sembly for discussion and
the State government

“dragging its feet” on the
issue raised “doubts on its
bona fides”.

Senior AAP leader and
former Chief Minister At-
ishi alleged that the BJP has
betrayed women of Delhi
by not taking a decision on
the promise of giving them
aid. “Mr. [Narendra] Modi
and Amit Shah along with
entire BJP had promised
that in the very first Cabi-
net meeting they will ap-
prove the scheme of
¥2,500 per month to all
women in Delhi. It is very
sad that woman Chief Mi-
nister broke promise made
to women of Delhi,” she
said. Responding to it, Ms.
Gupta said the government
would do the work and
questioned what the AAP
did during its tenure.
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Rekha Gupta takes
over as 9th Chief
Minister of Delhi

Narendra Modi with Rekha Gupta and other Ministers during the
oath ceremony in Delhi on Thursday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

Satvika Mahajan
NEW DELHI

Bharatiya Janata Party
MLA Rekha Gupta took
oath as the ninth Chief Mi-
nister of Delhi at the Ramli-
la Maidan on Thursday. A
six-member Council of Mi-
nisters was also sworn into
office in the presence of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and other senior BJP
leaders.

Ms. Gupta will handle
key portfolios such as Fi-
nance, Revenue, Women

and Child Development,
Services and Vigilance,
and other unallocated de-
partments,

Ms. Gupta told media-
persons that her govern-
ment will not waste a sin-
gle day in fulfilling the
promises made by the BJP
to Delhi and will make it a
‘Viksit Delhi’, or a deve-

loped city.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10
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Rekha Gupta takes over
as 9th Chief Minister

The Cabinet comprises Parvesh Sahib Singh, who
will handle the Public Welfare Department and
Water; Ashish Sood, who will take charge of the
Home, Power, Education and Urban Development
portfolios; Manjinder Singh Sirsa, given charge of
Food & Supplies, Forest Environment and Indus-
tries; Ravinder Indraj, who will look after Social
Welfare, SC and ST Welfare, Cooperatives, and
Elections; Kapil Mishra, who has been handed the
Law and Justice, Labour, Employment and Tou-
rism Departments; and Pankaj Singh who will
handle Health and Family Welfare, Transport and
Information Technology.

Hours after the new Chief Minister and Minis-
ters were sworn in, BJP leaders offered prayers at
the Yamuna Ghat. Cleaning of the Yamuna is ex-
pected to be the BJP’s top priority. Several BJP
leaders, including Mr. Modi, in the run-up to the
Delhi elections had promised to clean the Yamuna
and build a riverfront on its banks.

Meanwhile, three-time Rohini MLA Vijendra
Gupta told journalists: “I am thankful to the party
for giving me the responsibility of Speaker of Del-
hi Assembly.” However, the BJP is yet to make any
official announcement in this regard.

Cabinet decisions

After her first Cabinet meeting, Ms. Gupta said the
government would table 14 pending CAG reports
in the first session of the new Delhi Assembly, and
would also work towards implementing the
Centre’s flagship health insurance scheme Ayush-
man Bharat in Delhi as quickly as possible.

20 Feb, 2025 - 21 Feb, 2025
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FITBIT
SEATED WITH EAGLE ARMS ON CHAIR

This beginner-level chair yoga pose provides an easy stretch to the arms, shoulders,
back, and neck. This is a warm-up pose that can be practised before chair yoga sequences
orcanbe done to strengthen the back, shoulders, and arms. Seniors can benefit from this
pose as this acts as a safe practice to treat issues related to upper back and neck pain, or
keeping the joints of the elbows, wrists, and fingers active. It can be a quick warm-up for

Chair Seated Warm-Up Flow.

STEPS

® First keep a chair handy according
to the height of the practitioner.

o Start aligning to Chair Tadasana,
keeping your back straight and
long, shoulders relaxed, and gaze
forward.

@ Now bring your legs at the ankles
tocross, taking right over left.

@ Then, you can cross the elbows,
taking the right over the left.

o Now,interlock your arms and
feet to stay in Seated With Eagle
Arms On Chair.

@ You can stay in this position for
three breaths.

@ Release the pose and repeat it
the other way, left ankle over the
right and left elbow over
theright.

@ You can stay in this position for
about three breaths.

BENEFITS

® Stretches the whole back
muscles, as the practitioners
lengthen the spine, psoas
muscles, and part of the hip
muscles, with the active use of
core muscles.

o With full awareness, the chest,
lower back, and shoulders work
together ininterlocking arms,
and various joints support the
upward stretch of the torso.

@ Strengthens triceps and biceps,
engaging deeper.

@ |t can be done anywhere and
anytime, by anyone.

@ Aquick way torelieve shoulder and
neck stiffness.

@ Relieves the shoulders during sports
events.

® Expands the back of the chest and
rib cage.

® Helpsin using the intercostal muscles
efficiently.

@ Impacts on the breathing muscles
and lungs.

@ Improves the range of motion of the
elbows, wrists and fingers.

® Relieves stiffness at the shoulder
and neck.

@ Upper arms can be toned and
strengthened.

@ Lengthens back muscles, flexing
shoulders and core muscle joint
involvement help maintain a
balanced stance.

@ Benefits people with a hunchback.

@ Strengthens flexibility of the
entire body.

@ Givesrise toa healthy blood flow into
all cells and tissues.

@ Helps breathe well during the
upward stretch.

@ Supports the blood flow to the
spine and enables oxygen to flow
into the body.

® Helps beginners to go deeperinto
the practice preparing them for
other poses.

LIMITATIONS

@ People with injuries to the
neck, shoulder, elbows, wrists,
arms, or the rib cage, should
avoid this.

® People suffering from
high/low blood pressure,
breathing difficulties, a
history of heart ailments,
pain or severe stiffness in the
shoulders, rotator cuff muscle
wear and tear, or frozen
shoulders should take t slow
with the guidance of a yoga
expert.

o [fyou find difficulties in
sitting long, you can use the
rolled blanket at your back.

— By N. Elumalai, PhD Scholar (Yoga Science) at Meenakshi
Academy of Higher Education & Research, Chennai-78
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‘Dhami says strong emphasis on edu, health, and rural development

1L cr Ukhand Budget to
promote innovation, agri,
connectivity and infra

NARENDRA SETHI @ Dehradun i x
Sector-wise allocation

WATER RESOURCES '}
ANDIRRIGATION | ¥

THE Pushkar Singh Dhami-led
Uttarakhand government has
unveiled a %1,01,175.33 crore
budget for 2025-26. © 625 crore for JamraniDam

Finance Minister Prem ® Z75 crore for Song Dam
Chandra Aggarwal presented @ 285 crore for Lakhwad Project
the budget on Thursday in the o %1,500 crore under special capital
State Assembly in Dehradun, assistance for states.
outlining a comprehensive i
roadmap for the state’s develop- B RO OB 0 b Sl RSN
ment. “This budget focuses on  poaps, INFRA
key sectors such as agriculture, i
industry, energy, infrastruc-  *® (onstructloq of 220 km of new roads
ture, connectivity, tourism,and *® Reconstruction of 1,000 km of roads
Ayush,” Aggarwal stated, un-  * 1,200 crore for road safety works
derscoring the government’s Construction of 37 new bridges
commitment to fostering
growth in multiple domains.

In an effort to bolster public tax revenue is expected to con-
welfare, Aggarwal highlighted tribute ¥39,917.74 crore, while
the government’s commitment non-tax revenue is anticipated
under Chief Minister Pushkar to yield %22,622.80 crore. This
Singh Dhami. “We are placing framework reflects the govern-
a strong emphasis on key sec- ment’s strategic focus on sus-
tors such as education, health, tainable development and im-
infrastructure, and rural devel- proving the quality of life for
opment,” Aggarwal said. residents across the state.

The budget outlines total re- The finance minister said,
ceipts of %1, 01,034.75 crore, “The budget emphasizes key
comprising %62,540.54 crore in  sectors, including agriculture,
revenue receipts and ¥38,494.21 industry, energy, infrastruc-
crore in capital receipts. ture, connectivity, tourism,

The projections indicate that and Ayush.
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AYUSHMAN FOR
DELHI, CAG FOR AAP

RAJESH KUMAR @ NEW DELHI

Amid expectations of major
announcements, the newly
formed Delhi Cabinet headed by
Chief Minister Rekha Gupta in
her first cabinet meeting on
Thursday approved a proposal
reinstating the implementation
of Ayusﬁman Bharat Yojna
(ABY) with Rs 5 Lakhs top-up
and tabling of 14 Comptroller
and Auditor General (CAG)
reports in the first siting of the
Assembly.
The cabinet also discussed the
financial assistance scheme,
which provides Rs 2,500 to
women, aiming to support their
welfare and empowerment.
Speaking to reporters after the
meeting, Gupta said in Hindi,
“During the Cabinet meeting, we
have taken two big decisions.
The ABY, whose implementation
had been held back by the
previous government, will be
implemented in Delhi with a
top-up of Rs 5 Lakh from the
state government. PM Narendra
Modi had announced the
scheme for the whole nation, but
Delhi could not get its benefits
because of the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP). This will be done at the
earliest after the formalities are
completed.”
“There are 14 CAG reports
Eending. which were not tabled
the previous government.
They will be tabled during the
first session of the Assembly.
These decisions were taken
today. We will take up our other
commitments, give shape to each
one of them and present them

before you soon,” she added.
Performance Audit on
Regulation and Supply of Liquor
in Delhi for 2017-18 to 2021-22,
Public Health Infrastructure and
Management of Health Services
for 2023 and Performance Audit
Report on Children in Need of
Care and Protection for 2018-19
to 2020-21 are among 14
pending CAG reports.
The implementation of the ABY
for medical insurance had
become a major flashpoint
between the AAP and the BJP.
MPs from the BJP had also filed
a petition in the Delhi High
Court, seeking that the scheme
be made available to people in
the national capital.
Notably, the previous AAP
government, led by former chief
minister Arvind Kejriwal, had
opposed the implementation of
the Centres Ayushman Bharat
scheme in Delhi, saying that it
would “amount to downgrading
the healthcare initiatives already
in place” The AAP government
in Delhi had several run-ins
with lieutenant governors over
various issues in the past
decade. However, with the BJP
coming to power in the city
after more than 26 years, many
expect the relationship to
improve, paving the way for
smooth governance.
After chairing the first Cabinet
meeting on Thursday, Gupta
announced the distribution of
ortfolios among her ministers,
eeping with her finance,
services, vigilance, revenue,
women and child development
among other departments.
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Delhi’s new CM faces huge
test: salute to women voters

he BJP has tapped into multiple strategic elements through the

anointment of RekKha Gupta as the Chief Minister of Delhi where it

reclaimed power after 27 years. The BJP has of late made chief min-

isters of political non-entities but the first-time MLA's selection in
Delhi is not only a near-perfect play of caste and political identity politics
but also a move to consolidate and capitalise on the growing influence of
female voters.

Statistics show that the female voter turnout was 60.92 per cent in the 2025
Delhi Assembly elections as compared to the 60.21 per cent turnout of male
voters. Over the past few years, there has been a steady rise in women vot-
ing across the country. The female voter turnout stood at 65.78 per cent in
the 2024 Lok Sabha elections as compared to 65.55 per cent male electors.
The BJP's focus on women voters was also evident in its election manifesto.
Echoing AAP's schemes, the BJP announced its Mahila Samridhi Yojana,
offering a monthly financial assistance of 22,500 to women. It also reaf-
firmed its commitment to ongoing welfare schemes, such as free bus travel
for women. The BJP further promised a total of 221,000 and six nutritional
Kits for every pregnant woman, as well as free screenings for cervical,
breast, and ovarian cancer in Delhi government hospitals under the
Ayushman Bharat Yojana.

The selection of Rekha Gupta who enjoys a clean image also provides a
stark contrast to the AAP's Arvind Kejriwal's tenure, which remains rid-
dled with controversies and corruption charges. Contrary to old war-hors-
es like Ramesh Bidhuri and Parvesh Verma, Rekha Gupta stands out for
not having contested a parliamentary election, thus making her an ideal
candidate to usher in a new chapter in BJP's Delhi story. Unlike other Delhi
BJP leaders, Rekha Gupta has consistently maintained a low profile, a
strategy that aligns perfectly with the BJP's preferred prototype when
selecting chief ministers.

Even tho Rekha Gupta comes in as a fresh face, her long association
with the RSS-ABVP, which has played a crucial role in shaping her politi-
cal ideology, also tilted the balance in her favour. With the selection of 50-
year-old Gupta, the BJP also sent a strong message to youth seeking fresh
perspectives.

While Rekha Gupta is no stranger to politics, having started her journey
as the president of the Delhi University Students Union, the challenges
ahead of her are formidable. Besides fulfilling the election promises, which
range from financial assistance to women, cleaning the Yamuna, tackling
air pollution and addressing infrastructure issues, she needs to be aware
that the AAP is down but not out. The vote share difference between the
BJP and AAP is a narrow two per cent and the shadow of Arvind Kejriwal's
party continues to loom large in Delhi’s underprivileged communities.

Her road ahead is not easy, but with a carefully calculated blend of expe-
rience, strategy and fresh appeal, Rekha Gupta's leadership could prove
pivotal. And she will also have the Union government, which had fought a
running battle with the AAP for a decade and ensured that no Delhi gov-
ernment scheme moved without a hitch, by her side.

But while it’s time for the double engine to speed up Delhi’s development
joume);l. l'{]ejtl;iwal’s government set a very high standard. Will she be able
to touch that?
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BJP govt clears Ayushman Bharat, to table CAG reports in first cabinet meet
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BJP govt clears Ayushman Bharat, to
table CAGreportsinfirst cabinet meet

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 20 FEBRUARY

The newly-formed Delhi gov-
ernment approved Ayushman
Bharat Scheme and tabling of
CAGreportsin the first meeting
of its cabinet chaired by Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta at the
secretariat on Thursday.

The chief minister, while
briefing the media after the
meeting, informed that the two
main agendas were unanimously
approved by the cabinet after a
discussion along with the allo-
cation of the portfolios to the
ministers.

She said that the formalities
of the Ayushman Bharat scheme
would be completed before
being implemented at the ear-
liest.

Gupta said tabling of the 14

CAG reports was pending for
long since the previous gov-
ernment had not put them for-
ward.

On the allocation of portfolios,
she said as the CM, she will
have departments such as the
General Administration, Services,
Finance, Revenue, Woman and
Child Development, Land and
Building, Information and Public
Relation, Vigilance, Adminis-
trative Reforms, Planning and
other departments which are
not allocated to other minis-
ters.

According to the CM, Parvesh
Sahib Singh will have the depart-
ments including the PWD, Leg-
islative Affairs, Irrigation and
Flood Control, Water and Gur-
dwara Elections.

Minister Ashish Sood will be
in charge of Home, Power, Urban

Development, Education &
Higher Education and Training
& Technical Education depart-
ments.

Manjinder Singh Sirsa has
been allocated departments
including Food and Supplies,
Forest and Environment and
Industries.

Kapil Mishra will have Law
and Justice, Labour Department,
Employment Department,
Department of Art and Culture,
Language and Tourism Depart-
ment.

Dr Pankaj Kumar Singh has
been assigned Health and Family
Welfare, Transport and Infor-
mation & Technology.

Ravinder Singh Indraj has
been given the responsibility
of Social Welfare , SC and ST
Welfare, Cooperative and Elec-
tions.
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First cabinet meet approves Ayushman Bharat
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First cabinet
meet approves
Ayushman Bharat

B Health coverwill get Rs Slakh top-up
B New govt will present 14 pending CAG
reportsin first sitting of Assembly

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta, who chaired the first
cabinet meeting hours after
taking oath of office, an-
nounced that her govern-
ment will implement the
Ayushman Bharat scheme
with Rs 5 lakh top-up and
present the 14 pending CAG
reports in the first sitting of
Assembly.

Addressinga press confer-
ence, Rekha Gupta said that
the Delhi government will
implement the Centre’s flag-
ship scheme in the national
capital. This was a pre-poll

promise of the BJP, which
had targeted the AAP gov-
ernment for not implement-
ing the scheme,

Shealsoannounced the ta-
bling of CAG reports, which
had not been tabled by the
AAP government.

“In the first Cabinet meet-
ing, we discussed and
passed two agendas - to
implement in Delhi the
Ayushman Bharat scheme
with Rs 5 lakhs top up and
tabling of 14 CAG reportsin
the first seating of the As-
sembly. We will fulfil all the
commitments that we have
made to the people.” Rekha

BP5

20 Feb, 2025 - 21 Feb, 2025

Middle Left, Top Right
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Gupta said.

She said the Delhi govern-
ment will pay for the top-up
and will sign a MoU with
the Centre.

Asked about AAP leader
and former Chief Minister
Atishi pointing out that BJP
had promised to pass the
scheme to provide Rs 2,500
to women every month
in the first cabinet meet-
ing, Rekha Gupta said the
BJP government will set its
agenda.

“It's our government; the
agenda will be ours, Let us
work. She doesn't need to
tell us everything; she has
done what she has to while
in power,” she said.

Atishi on Thursday ex-

pressed hope that the first
cabinet meeting of the new
BJP government in Delhi,
which Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta will chair on Thurs-
day, will take the decision
to give Rs 2500 per month
to women of Delhi as prom-
ised by the party before the
assembly polls.

She said BJP leaders had
promised that first instal-
ment will be released on
March 8, which is observed
as International Women's
Day.

“During the Delhi assem-
bly elections, PM Modi and
BJP leaders had promised
that as soon as the govern-
ment is formed, the scheme
to give Rs 2500 per month
to every woman will be
passed in the first cabinet

meeting, and the first instal-
ment will be given by March
8.Today at 7 pm there is the
first cabinet meeting of the
new government. Every
woman in Delhi is waiting
that BJP fulfills its promise,”
Atishi said ina poston X.

“Being a woman Chief
Minister, it is expected from
Rekha Guptaji that she will
definitely fulfil the promise
made to the women of Del-
hi,"” she added.

“In our first cabinet meet-
ing, we will implement the
central government'’s Ay-
ushman Bharat Yojana, to
provide free treatment up
to Rs 5 lakh and the state
government will provide
Rs 5 lakh additional cover
for all the poor families,” it
said.
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No Portal Name Headline (Incorporated with URL) Reach

1. Hindustan Times Upholding the Constitution, guided by personal morals 124.6M

2. Indian Express Meenakshi Negi to become Karnataka's first woman principal chief conservator 90.9M
of ...

3. Dainik Bhaskar 498 TEATH T 15 W= T ATfSe T HL 66.5M

4. f@rg=a™(Live Hindustan)  UP Budget: 50 2<% T & it It areit 1 Sga, Ffeewer dtcrer Hit €1 ofF... 64.8M

5. f@rgea™(Live Hindustan) 50 g% &7l= & e T aredt 47 T2 64.8M

6. fergea™(Live Hindustan) 144 s &7 gamm TameeT wiiew, < T$ 2410 64.8M

7. Dailyhunt AlIMS pact with homoeopathy body under lens as concerns over lack of transpare = 18.6M
nc...

8. Dailyhunt Is India Ready To Accept Cancer Vaccination For Women In The Next 5-6 Months  18.6M
Con...

9. Dailyhunt A year after announcement, India inches closer to vaccinating women against can = 18.6M
C...

10. Medical Dialogues WHQ"s 2025 ICD-11 update, includes traditional medicine in health module 16M

11. ThePrint Jammu to host ‘national startup festival" on Feb 22 11.3M

12. New Indian Express Karnataka gets first woman Principal Chief Conservator of Forests 6.7M

13. New Indian Express Boost to global reporting of clinical data, evidence-based research in Ayush as ... | 6.7M

14. The Telegraph India AlIMS pact with homoeopathy body under lens as concerns over lack of transpare = 6.6M
nc...

15. Free Press Journal Is India Ready To Accept Cancer Vaccination For Women In The Next 5-6 Months = 6.4M
Con...

16. Health Shots India to launch cancer vaccine for women: Here"s what oncologists think 5.3M

17. Punekar News India To Launch Cancer Vaccine For Women In 5-6 Months: Minister Prataprao J = 4.9M
adha...

18. Janta Se Rishta Karnataka &1 et qgeft AT Teme g a7 dvads 3.8M

19. Janta Se Rishta STTOIT =TT | aATS JTe HLeT0 ThTs T i 3.8M

20. Daijiworld Karnataka appoints Meenakshi Negi as first woman head of forest department 3M

21. Newstrack Higher Education: wT¥a & 37 forerm # 3 qarme g1, < forear it 721 w=... 809.7K

22. SheThePeople India To Roll Out Vaccine That Fights Many Cancers In Women: Details 758.1K

23. The Live Nagpur India to Launch Cancer Vaccine for Women Soon 580K
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g Government of India 20 Feb, 2025 - 2] Feb, 2025

Ministry of Ayush

e

24, Divya Himachal STTETT =T H FqTe a1l HYE0 THTS hl ST 553.6K
25. ThePrint S U § TR HTReET F7 o TareeT gi= § artae 483.1K
26. Indian Bureaucracy Evidence-Based Research in Ayush with WHO 2025 Update to ICD-11 460.8K
27. Kashmir Life Jammu to Host ‘National Startup Festival" on Feb 22 338.1K
28. News Drum Jammu to host ‘national startup festival" on Feb 22 158.4K
29. Swadesh News TeRT T AT 2025 TS | AqA F AT ATTATH WIS hierol &l H... 93.2K
30. CnewsBharat TALT | SToq [F BT AT ITATT a1 8K
31. Bio Energy Times AT feratammers § St ST9 9992 Ud ART 97 &7 fSaw e g 9. N/A
32. The News Now Jammu to host ‘natational startup fest" N/A
33. SAlndia Magazine Cancer vaccine: Shots for women to be launched in India N/A
34. Retropop Lifestyle Retropoplifestyle N/A
35. Kashmir Vision Jammu to host ‘national startup festival" on Feb 22 N/A
36. Khabar Monkey TR § S F AW ATTA e HISH HlosT i AT TgAT T, Fa1a1 e N/A
37. IBC World News Meenakshi Nagi appointed as first woman head of Karnataka forest department N/A
38. Bureaucrats India Global recognition of Ayurveda, Siddha, and Unani strengthened with WHO"s 202 = N/A
5.
39. Lok Today News S et Sy 7 agdr AREE-6 T 731 TqTT 9 T N/A
40. Manastoday THET ST T ATTHT AHSTET, TS97 o Sreqforen o & agrrs &g gmm . N/A
41. Cm live THET TEATAT BT ATTET AT, T297 3 Sreriorh fasme & weraes g g .. N/A
42. Primes Tv THET HEATAT T ATTHT ATHSTET, T297  Sreqforer foamey & agrs &g e .. N/A
43. OB News Is India Ready To Accept Cancer Vaccination For Women In The Next 5-6 Months = N/A
Con...
44, Evening Times TEET TEATAT T ATTET FTHSTET, T297 F Sreaforen e & agraes g grm .. N/A
45, Saahas Samachar 2 foram-g7 &= # e S A F, AT F AT EqrAsen o Y N/A
46. Khas Khabar ¥ foar-27 &= § =T A 19 &1, e & A7 TEATasi w0 F... N/A
47. ST @aX (Anjani Khabar) — awed STt 1 ot areste, geor # drerfors fBerra & wgrre fg g N/A
48. Shree News THET TEATAT BT ATTET AT, T297 3 Sreriorh fasme & wgrass g g .. N/A
49, Mp Headline g7 forar-gw &= § faemme A= 19 T, AT F |7 SEqTasiiw F... N/A
50. Delhi Bulletin g7 farar-g o § fAemme qees S T, AT F AT SEqTasii F... N/A
51. Web Akhbar THET FEATAT T AT qSTeT, T297 % Srerfors fasme & "eraes g 2 .. N/A
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