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‘Focus should be on improving climate resilience’

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Soumya  Swaminathan,
chairperson, MS Swami-
nathan Research Founda-
tion (MSSRF), said the
creation of the National
Bank for Agriculture and
Rural Development (NA-
BARD) was a visionary
step, and over the last 44
years, it has made some
considerable
accomplishments.
Speaking at the 44"
Foundation Day celebra-
tions of NABARD, she said
both the MSSRF and NA-
BARD were coming togeth-

Soumya Swaminathan, chairperson, MSSRF, and Minister Palanivel

Thiaga Rajan, releasing a souvenir at an event on Friday. R RAGU

er for the ‘Climate Smart
Village’ project. “Weather
fluctuations due to climate
change are here to stay. So,
we have to focus on im-
proving climate resilience,

especially for [the benefit
of] farmers and fishermen.
We have just started a pro-
gramme called Climate
Smart Village in Nagapatti-
nam and Mayiladuthurai.

We look at how to optimal-
ly use natural resources
and how to plan for the fu-
ture,” she added.

Minister for Information
Technology and Digital
Services Palanivel Thiaga
Rajan said agriculture’s
share in Tamil Nadu's
Gross Domestic Product
has been decreasing, par-
ticularly, as there had been
a surge in electronics
goods manufacturing over
the last few years.

“It is vital for the health
of society that the right
kind of support is provided
to enable small and medi-
um farming organisations

Simpleey.io

to thrive,” he added.

R. Anand, Chief General
Manager of NABARD Tamil
Nadu Regional Office, said
funds of over 350,000
crore had been disbursed
in Tamil Nadu in the finan-
cial year 2024-25 for build-
ing infrastructure and agri-
cultural refinance. He
noted that this was the
highest quantum of funds
disbursed by NABARD to
any State in the country.

V. Srinivasan, General
Manager, Reserve Bank of
India, and P.S, Harikrish-
naraj, General Manager,
NABARD, Tamil Nadu Re-
gional Office, also spoke.
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Declining agri share in GDP may
weaken TN’s social fabric: PTR

Without it, stratification leads to disparity;”

IT and Digital Services Minister Dr Pal-
anivel Thiaga Rajan on Thursday acknowl-
edged the declining share of agriculture in
the state’s GDP - driven in part by the rapid
growth of electronics manufacturing - but
cautioned that unchecked structural imbal-
ances in the rural economy could weaken
the social fabric.

“It is vital to the health of society that
small and medium-sized farm organisa-
tions, especially in the plains and hill re-
gions, receive targeted support to survive
and grow,” he said, while speaking at the
44th Foundation Day of National
Bank for Agriculture and Rural De-
velopment’s (NABARD) Tamil Nadu
Regional Office.

“A vibrant middle - whether in
class or enterprise - is the hall-
mark of a stable democracy.

he said. His comments come as the state
doubles down on its push to become a $1
trillion economy, with rural infrastructure,
digital agriculture, and climate resilience
seen as critical enablers.

The minister urged NABARD to deepen
its role in facilitating inclusive growth
through innovation in agri-finance and in-
stitutional capacity-building. He released
the Indicative Unit Cost booklet for FY2025-
26, a key reference tool for banks to assess
long-term farm loan requirements, and
launched NABTRACE, a mobile applica-
tion designed to enable traceability in agri-
cultural commodity supply chains. He

also commended NABARD's contribu-

tions to the rural economy through
special funds such as RIDF and NIDA,

and its support for computerising

all Primary Agricultural Credit
Societies (PACS) in the state.
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Nabard launches key initiatives,

NABTRACE app on 44th anmversary

CHENNAL: The Tamil Nadu
Regional Office of the
National Bank for Agriculture
and Rural Development
(Nabard) celebrated its 44th
Foundation Day in the city,
unveiling a series of technolo-
gy-driven initiatives and
reporting a record Rs 50,000
crore in support to the state
during FY 2024-25.

The event also saw the release of a
booklet on Indicative Unit Cost of
Investments in Agri-Allied sec-
tors for 2025-26, which will serve
as a guide for bankers and farm-
ers to assess crop loan financing.
A mobile app, NABTRACE, de-
signed to ensure traceability in
agricultural commodities, was
also launched.

According to R Anand, Nab-
ard's Chief General Manager for
Tamil Nadu, the state received
the highest disbursal from the
agency across India, including Rs
38,700 crore towards rural infra.
structure projects. These include
the creation of over 41.5 lakh hec-
tares of frrigation, 73,000 km of
rural roads, and 9.2 lakh metric
tonnes of scientific storage capac-
ity. The agency is also supporting
a range of pilot schemes in TN,
including drone-based Custom
Hiring Centres for agriculture,
seaweed farming initiatives, clus-
ter-based MSME development,
etc. A shared services platform,
Sahakar Sarathi Pvt Ltd, is being
established to provide digital
tools to cooperatives.

In his address, the CGM also
highlighted Nabard's continued

effort to digitise Primary Agricul-

Minister PTR, with TN Nabard's chief general manager and
others, releases a booklet on agri-allied sector investments

tural Credit Societies (PACS)
across Tamil Nadu. PACS digital-
isation, launched as part of a na-
tional mission in 2022, is expected
to enhance transparency, credit
access, and customer service for
farmers in the state, he said.
Palanivel Thiagarajan, the
Minister for IT and Digital Servic-
es, who was the chief guest, laud-
«ed Nabard’s long-standing contri-
bution to rural infrastructure
through special funds. He specifi-
cally highlighted its support for
PACS in Tamil Nadu, calling it a

Palanivel Thiagarajan,
the chief guest, lauded
Nabard's long-standing
contribution to rural .
infrastructure through
special funds

“critical leap” in emuring"botm

service delivery at the grassroots,

In her address, Dr Soumya
Swaminathan, the Chair of the
MS Swaminathan Research Foun-
dation, stressed the importance of
climate resilience and water secu-
rity in agriculture. Referring to
past collaborations with Nabard,
she called for deeper partnerships
in what she termed the “Ever-
geeen Revolution,” securing food
supply in the face of climate un-
certainty.

Nabard also honoured several
institutions for their contribu-
tions to rural development. V
Srinivasan, General Manager,
RBI, praised Nabard's growth
over the decades and urged the
agency to take a leadership role in
developing solutions to cli-
mate-related risks in the rural fi-
nance ecosystem.
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No Portal Name Headline (Incorporated with URL) Reach
1. Latestly India News | Reviving a 600-year-old Legacy: Mridul Barua Keeps Manuscript Pai = 7.8M
nt...
2. New Indian Express Declining agri share in GDP may weaken Tamil Nadu'"s social fabric: PTR 6.7M
3. The News Mill Reviving a 600-year-old legacy: Mridul Barua keeps manuscript painting alive in ... = 85.1K
4. Weblndia123 Reviving a 600-year-old legacy: Mridul Barua keeps manuscript painting alive in ... = 61.9K
5. Punjab Live Reviving a 600-year-old legacy: Mridul Barua keeps manuscript painting alive in ... = N/A
6. Himachal Patrika Reviving a 600-year-old legacy: Mridul Barua keeps manuscript painting alive in ... = N/A
7. Rajasthan Ki Khabar Reviving a 600-year-old legacy: Mridul Barua keeps manuscript painting alive in ... = N/A
8. Gujarat Samachar Reviving a 600-year-old legacy: Mridul Barua keeps manuscript painting alive in ... = N/A
9. Kashmir Breaking News Reviving a 600-year-old legacy: Mridul Barua keeps manuscript painting alive in ... = N/A
10. Guijarat Varta Reviving a 600-year-old legacy: Mridul Barua keeps manuscript painting alive in ... = N/A
11. West Bengal Khabar Reviving a 600-year-old legacy: Mridul Barua keeps manuscript painting alive in ... = N/A
12. Indian News Network Reviving a 600-year-old legacy: Mridul Barua keeps manuscript painting alive in ... = N/A
13. News Nation Reviving a 600-year-old legacy: Mridul Barua keeps manuscript painting alive in ... = N/A
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