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1. The Financial Express JioHotstar set to take on Netflix, Amazon Chennai + 9 1,4
2. The Hindu Business Line  Now, IPL fans will have to pay to view matches on Delhi +7 10
JioHotstar
3. The Hindu JioStar merges JioCinema, Disney+ Hotstar Hyderabad + 1 13
platforms
4, The Hans India JioStar rebrands to JioHotstar Hyderabad 8
5. Free Press Journal JioCinema and Disney+ Hotstar come together Mumbai 36
6. Yugmarg JioCinema and Disney+ Hotstar come together to Chandigarh 10
redefine the entertainment and sports streaming
exper...
7. The New Indian Express  JioStar announces launch of JioHotstar Hyderabad 3
8. Telegraph JioHotstar plans at Rs 149 Kolkata 6
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11. Malayala Manorama More Cinema More Sports Kochi 4
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JioHotstar set to take on Netflix, Amazon
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Streaming wars set to 1ntens1fy with JioHotStar debut

VIVEAT SUSAN PINTO
Mumbai, February 14

THE RELIANCE-DISNEY joint
venture on Friday merged its
two streaming platforms —
Disney+ Hotstar and JioCinema —
into one. This comes within three
months of the JV (called JioStar)
coming into existence.

The speed of the action, said
experts, points to the rapid consoli-
dation of the domestic media
market and will see the combined
service(called JioHotstar) takingon
OTT majors Amazon Prime Video
and Netflix,among others.

It will offer both sports and
entertainment content at an
“affordable price”.

Premium content will include
films, TV shows and animation

IT'S SHOWTIME

H Premium content to
include films and shows
from Disney,
NBCUniversal Peacock,
Warner Bros Discovery
HBO, and Paramount

%299

M JioStar to also

certin Ahmedabad. JioStar will also
look tobring more live experiences,

in India, its largest market.
MX Player, which was merged

beyond sports and entertai
setting itself up for “infinite possi-

with A Mini TV after its
itionin ber 2024, has

bilities", Sanjog Gupta, chief execu-
tive officer, sports, JioStar, said.
Subscription plans will start at
%149 for mobile-only access to
JioStar for three months. A super
plan for X299 for two devices &r
three months) is also available.
Whilea premium subscription plan
for the same period, but without
adverti and for four

target bri ipging more . The lowest price of Cost of super plan
live experiences subscription plans for for two devices
beyond sports and mobile-only access to (for three hs)

entertainment

JioStar for three months ~ also available

from the Disney stable, NBCUniver-
sal Peacock, Warner Bros Discovery
HBO, and Paramount on the
merged platform.

“At the core of JioHotstar is a

yuw:uul ision t
entertainment (mlyatcessible toall
Indians,” Kiran Mani, CEO, digital,

JioStar, said.“By integrating Al-dri-
ven recommendationsand offering

before,”he added.

} i ingin over 19 languages, we
are personalising content like never

Last month, Disney+ Hotstar
had live-streamed Coldplay’s con-

devices, will cost ¥499.

The consolidation will see Jio-
Hotstar having over 400 million
monthly active users, according to
industry experts, making ita formi-
dable digital media player, rivalling
Google’s YouTube, which has close
to 500 million monthlyactive users

Simpleey.io

ab.\se of over 250 million monthly
active users. Amazon Prime Video,
whichisasubscription-based video
on demand (SVOD) service, is esti-
mated to have over 60 million
monthly active users on its plat-
form. Netflix is estimated to have
monthlyactive users of around 12-
15 million in India, according to
industry experts,

Existing JioCinemaand Disney+
Hotstar subscribers will be able to
switchto JioHotstar starting Friday,
the company said. The new plat-
form will also host Sparks, which
will offer original, short-form con-
tent with a single episode lasting
between twoand 12 minutes.
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Now, [PL fans will have to pay to view matches on JioHotstar

Janakl Krishnan
Vallari Sanzgiri
Mumbai

Fans of the popular Indian
Premier League (IPL) will
now have to pay for viewer-
ship on the new JioHotstar
platform, but Reliance Jio
and Bharti Airtel users will
continue to have free access
to platform content under
their bundles, sources said.
Viewers have been watch-
ing IPL matches for free on
JioCinema for the last
couple of years, after the
platform bagged the digital
streaming rights in 2023.
With the merger of

JioCinema and Disney-Hot-
star that spawned the mega
platform JioHotstar, how-
ever, IPL will now be avail-
able at a minimum subscrip-
tion ¥149. Sources said that
any formal announcement
on this is likely to be made
closer to the start of IPL
matches, scheduled to begin
late in March. Reliance In-
dustries Limited did not re-
spond to a request for com-
ment on its plans for IPL.

IMPACT ON AD RATES

According to Ajimon Francis,
Managing Director of Brand
Finance, the move will cause
a flutter in the advertiser
community but ultimately

STUMPED. This season, IPL will be available at a minimum
subscription of €149

only cause a segmented im-
pact rather than a pan-India
impact. “There will be ques-
tions and answers from both

advertisers and broadcasters
in terms of which segment is
going to get hit more and
how that will impact the ad

rates, That discussion is go-
ing to happen over the next
2-3 weeks,” said Francis.
Similarly, Vikram Sakhuja,
Group CEO of Madison Me-
dia & OOH, said, “What Jio-
Star is doing is allowing 4
hours/month of free viewing
(of any content) and intro-
ducing a charge of ¥149 only
after that. Also we can expect
some accretion in the base
when jio cinema and hotstar
fully migrate to jio hotstar -
both on subscription and
free. As a result, I don't ex-
pect reach of IPL to fall.”

PREDATORY PRICING
Meanwhile, Lloyd Mathias,
Marketer &  Business

Simpleey.io

Strategist, anticipates some
amount of predatory pricing
given that key properties like
IPL are now owned by the
same group.

“They were using key
event properties to get more
subscribers  because they
were competing with Hot-
Star at that time. They were
offering prime properties
like FIFA World Cup, IPL,
free of cost. Now, they will
control the entire ecosystem
both on television and di-
gital. I think they will indulge
in a bit of predatory pricing,
which means they will even
make subscribers payand get
subscribers to pay for con-
tent,” said Mathias.
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Hyderabad « Bengaluru

JioStar merges JioCinema,
Disney+ Hotstar platforms

JioStar, the joint venture formed by the merger of
Viacom18 and Star India, launched JioHotstar by
bringing together the JioCinema and Disney+
Hotstar streaming platforms. With almost three
lakh hours of entertainment, live sports coverage
and more than 50 crore users, JioHotstar gives
compelling subscription plans tailored to diverse
audience needs, starting at ¥149, the firm said. ¢
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Hyderabad

JioStar rebrands
to JioHotstar

loStar, the recently formed

JV with the merger of
Viacom18 and Star India,
announced the launch of
JioHotstar, bringing together
JioCinema and Disney+
Hotstar, two of India’s lead-
Ing platforms. Kiran Mani,
CEO, Digital, JioStar, said:
“At the core of JioHotstar is
a powerful vision—to make
premium entertainment truly
accessible to all Indians. Our
promise of Infinite Possibili-
ties ensures that entertain-
ment is no longer a privilege,
but a shared experience for
all, by integrating Al-driven
recommendations and of-
fering streaming in over 19
languages.”
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JioCinema and Disney+
Hotstar come together

CJ Desk

ioStar, the re-

cently formed

JV with the

merger of Via-

coml8 and
Star India, announced the
launch of JioHotstar,
bringing together JioCin-
ema and Disney+ Hotstar
- two of India’s leading
platforms for premium
sports,  entertainment
and lots more.

Speaking on the launch
of JioHotstar, Kiran Mani,
CEO - Digital, JioStar
said, “At the core of Jio-
Hotstar is a powerful vi-
sion—to make premium
entertainment truly ac-
cessible to all Indians. Our
promise of Infinite Possi-
bilities ensures that enter-
tainment is no longer a
privilege, but a shared ex-
perience for all. By inte-

Now, watch your favourite Hollyw;oci and
Bollywood movies and series on JioStar

grating Al-driven recom-
mendations and offering
streaming in over 19 lan-
guages, we are person-
alizing content like never
before.”

In line with its promise
of making premium en-

tertainment accessible to
all, JioHotstar invites
everyone to come and
watch all their favourite
shows, movies and live
sports without the need
for a subscription. For
those looking for an unin-

terrupted and enhanced
experience, JioHotstar
provides compelling sub-
scription plans tailored to
diverse audience needs,
starting at Rs. 149/quarter.
Existing JioCinema and
Disney+ Hotstar sub-
scribers will be able to
seamlessly transition and
set up their JioHotstar
subscriptions,

JioHotstar will offer
the best of Hollywood,
with Disney, NBCUniver-
sal Peacock, Warner Bros.
Discovery HBO, and Para-
mount - all on the same
platform: something al-
most no other streaming
service globally provides.

Additionally, the plat-
form introduces ‘Sparks’,
a flagship initiative spot-
lighting India’s biggest
digital creators through
innovative and engaging
formats,
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JioCinema and Disney+ Hotstar come together to redefine the
entertainment and sports streaming exper...
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Chandigarh

JiCinemaand Disney+ Hottar come together
toredefine th entertainment and sports
steaming experience forInia

: JioStar, the recently formed JV

with the merger of Viacom18 and Star

India, announced the taunch of JioHotstar,
bringing together JioCinema and Disney+ Hotstar
~two of India's leading platforms for premium
sports, entertainment and lots more. This coming
together of brands, expansive content, cutting-
edge features, and a large audience and
subscriber base marks a globally unprecedented
milestone in the streaming industry. With close to 3
lac hours of entertainment, unparalieled live sports
coverage, and more than 50 crore users,
JioHotstar is set to redefine entertainment and
unlock Infinite Possibilities for audiences.
Speaking on the launch of JioHotstar, Kiran Mani,
CEO - Digital, JioStar said, ‘At the core of
JioHotstar is a powerful vision—{o make premium
entertainment truly accessible to all Indians. Our
promise of Infintte Possibilies ensures that
entertainment is no longer a privilege, but a shared
expenence for all. By integrating Al-driven
recommendabons and offering streaming in over
19 languages, we are personalizing content ke
never before.”
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Hyderabad

JioStar announces launch of JioHotstar

JioStar, the recently formed joint venture with the merger of Viacom18 and Star
India, announced the launch of JioHotstar, bringing together JioCinema and
Disney+ Hotstar — two of India’s leading platforms for premium sports,
entertainment and lots more. This coming together of brands, expansive content,
cutting-edge features, and a large audience and subscriber base marks a globally
unprecedented milestone in the streaming industry. With close to three lakh hours
of entertainment, unparalleled live sports coverage, and more than 50 crore users,
JioHotstar is set to redefine entertainment.
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JioHotstar plans at ¥149 '

New Delhi: JioStar, the new-
ly-formed joint venture by the
merger of Viacom18 and Star
India, on Friday announced
the launch of JioHotstar by
bringing together the JioC-
inema and Disney+ Hotstar
streaming platforms.

With close to 3 lakh hours
of entertainment, live sports
coverage, and more than 50
crore users, JioHotstar pro-
vides subscription plans
tailored to diverse audience
needs, starting at 2149, the
company said in a statement.

Existing JioCinema and
Disney+ Hotstar subscribers
will be able to seamlessly tran-
sition and set up their JioHot-
star subscriptions, it added.

“At the core of JioHotstar
is a powerful vision — to make
premium entertainment truly
accessible to all Indians. Our
promise of ‘Infinite Possibil-
ities’ ensures that entertain-
ment is no longer a privilege,
but a shared experience for
all,” JioStar CEO — digital
Kiran Mani said.

378593 « AVE

Kolkata

“By integrating Al-driven
recommendations and offer-
ing streaming in over 19 lan-
guages, we are personalising
content like never before.”

JioHotstar will offer the
best of Hollywood, with Dis-
ney, NBCUniversal Peacock,
Warner Bros, Discovery HBO,
and Paramount — all on the
same platform.

It will also stream tourna-
ments such as 1CC events, IPL,
and WPL, while also focusing
on grassroots cricket with the
Indian Street Premier League
and events from BCCI, ICC,
and state associations.

Other sporting events in-
cluding the Premier League
and Wimbledon, and domestic

2.33M - Cir

leagues such as Pro Kabaddi
and ISL will be streamed too.
“Sports in India is more
than just a game — it's pas-
sion, pride, and a shared ex-
perience that unites millions.
JioHotstar is revolutionis-
ing how fans experience live
sports, combining the best
of technology, access, and
innovation,” JioStar CEO —
sports, Sanjog Gupta said.
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	RELIANCE INDUSTRIES COMPILED MEDIA REPORT
	New streaming platform Jio Hotstar launched
	Total Mention 11
	14 Feb, 2025

	JioHotstar set to take on Netflix, Amazon
	1, 4 • PG
	291 • Sqcm
	113316 • AVE
	79.18K • Cir
	Bottom Center,Top Center
	14 Feb, 2025
	14 Feb, 2025


	Now, IPL fans will have to pay to view matches on JioHotstar
	10 • PG
	227 • Sqcm
	116772 • AVE
	195.42K • Cir
	Middle Left
	14 Feb, 2025


	JioStar merges JioCinema, Disney+ Hotstar platforms
	13 • PG
	35 • Sqcm
	37857 • AVE
	956.08K • Cir
	Middle Left
	14 Feb, 2025


	JioStar rebrands to JioHotstar
	8 • PG
	28 • Sqcm
	8400 • AVE
	390.49K • Cir
	Bottom Left
	14 Feb, 2025


	JioCinema and Disney+ Hotstar come together
	36 • PG
	210 • Sqcm
	166955 • AVE
	251.68K • Cir
	Middle Center
	14 Feb, 2025


	JioCinema and Disney+ Hotstar come together to redefine the entertainment and sports streaming exper...
	10 • PG
	69 • Sqcm
	14204 • AVE
	185K • Cir
	Top Left
	14 Feb, 2025


	JioStar announces launch of JioHotstar
	3 • PG
	65 • Sqcm
	22020 • AVE
	91.08K • Cir
	Middle Right
	14 Feb, 2025


	JioHotstar plans at Rs 149
	6 • PG
	146 • Sqcm
	378593 • AVE
	2.33M • Cir
	Bottom Left
	14 Feb, 2025


	JioHotstar launched
	5 • PG
	236 • Sqcm
	124913 • AVE
	285.26K • Cir
	Middle Center
	14 Feb, 2025


	JioHostar from now
	5 • PG
	131 • Sqcm
	112875 • AVE
	770.94K • Cir
	Top Left
	14 Feb, 2025


	More Cinema More Sports
	4 • PG
	3757 • Sqcm
	2554862 • AVE
	1.78M • Cir
	Top Center
	14 Feb, 2025



